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Exclusive Celtic Rugs at The New Trinity Knot Shop

The Trinity Knot of Wilmington, lllinois has
been selected as the exclusive Irish and Celtic
Rug Gallery by Higgins & Company, Irish rug
makers since 1820.

Ann Bourke, a Claremorris, County Mayo
native, owns the Trinity Knot, located at 121
North Water Street in the downtown antique
district in Wilmington, an hourand 20 minutes
southwest down 1-80 or I-55 from Chicago.

Higgins & Co.is a maker of all-wool area rugs

based on designs found in the Book of Kells.

The Trinity Knot is a unique shopping
experience thatincludes antiques, vintage col-
lectibles,antique and vintage furniture,anlrish
storeand one of the largestranges of Celticand
Irish jewelry and watchesin the Midwest. www.
thetrinityknot.com. or www.celticrug.com.

Pictured below is Ann Bourke in the show-
room of herbeautiful Irish shopin Wilmington,
IL. Shop number is 815-926-2184.
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From the
Motherland

Sean Farrell

Ireland Of The Welcomes

“It's Not Cricket!” proclaimed the
headline reporting on a recent Dublin
Court Case. The case caused some
amusement here but had a serious di-
mension to it. [t concerned a Pakistani
national who had cometolrelandasa
member of a cricket team in 2008 and
stayed on.Hewas scheduledtomarrya
Latvianteenager here when the Gardai
stepped in as part of an investigation
into the large number of marriages tak-
ing placeinIreland between men from
outsidethe EUand youngwomenfrom
EU member states in Eastern Europe.
Theincreasing numbers of such unions
(544 in 2008, 1,100 in 2009) suggest
a racket with the prize for the male, a
ticket to residence in Ireland (and the
EU) and for the female, a sizeable cash
sum. The investigation continues.

This saga is but the latest semi-hu-
morousincidentinvolvingimmigrants.
Several years ago a band from Eastern
Europe with 50memberswasadmitted
totake partin afictitious music festival;
the members promptly disappeared.
A moment of black humor occurred
at a Dublin port before 2004 when a
heavily pregnant Nigerian woman was
refused admission afteran on-the-spot
examinationrevealedthatbirthwasnot
imminent.Ayoung Nigerian, deported
back, was readmitted to complete his
school graduation; he later became
father of an Irish citizen.

Recent months have also featured
media stories about third country
nationals seeking either to remain
in or to gain entry to Ireland. Sev-
eral court cases are in train involving
African women and girls seeking to
stay in Ireland following rejection of
their applications for political asylum.
Some of the cases made have cited
the threat of female circumcision if
they are returned whence they came
(Nigeria). Other cases have involved
men in relationships/marriages here
with other non-EU nationals who have
pleadedthatdeportationwouldimpact
unfavourably by splitting families up.
Media attention in January focussed
on a young Eritrean girl whose DNA
test proved that she was an Irish citizen,
giving her, inter alia, the right to enter
and live in Ireland.

The message s clear. It is not about
whether or not a person meets the cri-
teria as a political refugee or whether
or not someone has discovered true
love far away from home. What unite
these stories and others like themare

thelengthsto which desperate people
from the developing world (or poorer
countries on the fringe of Europe) will
go to stay in a first world country. Ire-
land has now graduatedtobecominga
fully paid-up member of the top table,
the small number of affluent states
whichhavebecomemagnetsfortheless
well off.The parallels with 19th century
Irish emigration to the USA are clear,
even if the world has moved on since.
Ireland now has its own domestic un-
documented issue.We are not unique;
the pattern is replicated across the EU.
What is new is that it is the first time
Ireland, for solong acountry marked by
emigration, hasexperiencedsignificant
immigration, with all that it entails.

Ireland has experienced two waves
of immigration since the mid 907s, es-
sentially different in nature and scale
though there was some overlapping.
The influx which has attracted most
attention came post 2004, following
the entry into the EU of the countries
of Central Europe. Ireland, hungry
forjobs to fuel the booming economy,
welcomed entrants from the Ten with-
outrestriction.The result has been an
influx of around 500,000 in five years
(most from Poland, Lithuania, Latvia
and Slovakia) and even if some have
drifted on as the economic bubble has
burst, enough have stayed to register
significantly in the ethnic make-up of
the country. As EU citizens they are,
of course, entitled to enter live and
work in Ireland, as Irish citizens can
throughout the EU.

The other, smaller, inflow began
earlier, around 1996, and continues. It
represents immigration from poorer
countries, some initially from Central
and Eastern Europe, but considerable
numbers from countries in Africa,
Asia and the Middle East. The story of
this immigration is not easy to piece
together. Irish author Roddy Doyle
remarked, whimsically, thathe went to
bed in one country and woke upina
different one. It took a bit longer than

applications for asylumin Ireland took
off sharply from 1996 onwards. 424
in 1995 grew to 1,179in 1996, and to
almost 11,000 by 2000. People arrived
on planes, walked into police stations,
got off ferries from Britain or France,
or were found smuggled in containers
arriving at Irish ports (some, tragically,
discovered dead on arrival). To these
shouldbeaddedthousandswhoarrived
for short visits or to take up work or to
study and who stayed.

Once on the map as a possible
destination, Ireland'’s attractions were
fairly obvious. An EU member state
(with promise of unrestricted travel),
relatively prosperous and with an
expanding economy as well as a fairly
relaxedandliberalattitudetowardsnew
arrivals ata time when other European
countriesweretighteningentryrequire-
ments.Amajorextraattractionwasthat
until 2004 Irish citizenship applied to
everyone born in Ireland (with some
inconsequential exceptions)—not the
norm in Europe. Predictably there
was a surge in the numbers of births
tonon-nationals as the century turned.
A logjam of applications for asylum
meantlong delays in processing, with
consequent family and humanitarian
considerations coming into play as
months became years. Most non-Irish
parents of Irish born children were
permitted to remain. By the time of
the 2006 census, a quarter of a million
Irish residents had been born outside

[reland, Britain or the USA, a far
cry from 1991, when the figure was
40,341. Though this figure included
120,000 from the new EU countries,
35,000 gave their nationality as African,
47,000 as Asian. The 100,000 or so
non-EU/non-US present in 2006 (and
their families) represented roughly 2%
of the population.

Though the annual asylum applica-
tions have dropped to below 4,000 in
recent years, the welcome has been
wearingthin here.Agradual tightening
and harmonisation of entry controls
throughouttheEUhasbeenreflectedin

Irish immigration procedures. New ar-
rivals claiming asylum are now housed

in hostels and not permitted to work. A
referendum in 2004 ended automatic
citizenship for those born in Ireland,
while citizenship through marriage has

also beenrestricted. Freedom of access

forthe new EU nationals has mopped

upjobopportunities, particularlyasthe

recession bites.Impending legislation

threatens to speed up the processing

of new arrivals and increase the pace

of deportations. Yet given where they

come from, is it any wonder that they

still try to come?
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Boyle the Kettle

We'll Have A Sup Of Tea

Tom Boyl

Sex Abuse Ireland

Some of you have real difficulty the
extent of this problem, because it
offends your sensitivities and upsets
your optimistic perception of the piety
of priests. The very harsh reality is
they must deal with their own human
frailties in a world obsessed with
sexuality. Whathashappenedinlreland
has now beset the German church,and
the Netherlands, Switzerland, Mexico,
and it won't stop there. | have read
countless articles from several authors.
Patty Doyle is one of Ireland’s leading
disability activists. He was recently
appointed by the government as a
member of the Memorial Committee
for Survivors of Child Abuse.
Patsy McGarry, Religious Affairs
correspondent for The Irish Times,
and in regular contact with Sinead
O’Connor, who has been helping me
find the facts to expose sex abuse in
the Catholic Church.

e

If sex abuse is a subject that you
can't deal with, just don't read any
more, because it is very damning.The
Catholic Church is in crisis.

Der Spiegel is a German magazine
on par with Time magazine in the U.S.

“The Catholic Church in Germany
has been shaken in recent days by
revelations of a series of sexual abuse
cases. Close to 100 priests and mem-
bers of the laity have been suspected
of abusein recent years. After years of
suppression, thewall of silence appears
to be crumbling. By SPIEGEL Staff,

“This is what it looks like, the
document of conspiracy: 24 pages,
with appendix, in Latin, published by
the Congregation for the Doctrine of
Faith at the Vatican. A'norma interna,
or confidential set of guidelines for all
bishops, who were required tokeepita
secretforall eternity, inthe name of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.

“The guidelines, issued in the year
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of our Lord 1962, address a sensitive
subject: sex in the confessional. The
Vatican doesn't put it quite that di-
rectly, preferring to use more guarded
terminology todescribe what happens
when a priest leads a member of his
flock astray before, during or after the
confession --in other words, when he
provokes a penitent ‘toward impure
and obscene matters'thorough‘words
or signs or nods of the head (or) by
touch.”

"According to the instructions from
Rome, the bishops were to deal very
firmly with each individual case -- so
firmly, in fact, that everything would
remain within the confines of the Holy
Church. After all, the Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith -- for-
merly known as the Inquisition -- has
centuries of experience in conducting
internal investigations -- prosecutors,
defendants, judges - from within its
ownranks, while theinvestigationfiles
have been keptinthe secretarchives of
the Roman Curia”’

Roman Curia
(From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia)

The Roman Curia is the administra-
tive apparatus of the Holy See and the
central governing body of the entire
Roman Catholic Church, together with
the Pope. It coordinates and provides
the necessary central organization for
the correct functioning of the Church
and the achievement of its goals.

“In exercising supreme, full, and
immediate power in the universal
Church, the Roman pontiff makes use
of the departments ofthe Roman Curia
which, therefore, performtheirdutiesin
his name and with his authority for the
good ofthe churchesandinthe service
of the sacred pastors.” — Decree con-
cerning the Pastoral Office or Bishops
in the Church, Christus Dominus.

Sinead O’'Connor’s response to the
Der Spiegel article:

“Thank you very much for this
article. We in Ireland are suffering
greatlyandare outraged by the Vatican
attitude of disrespect for survivors and
they're behaving as if they only heard
abuse claims a few years ago. And
by the fact neither John Paul Il nor
Benedict ever got on a plane to visit
survivors to apologise personally and
thank them for their bravery in com-

ing forward. Your article mentions that
no survivors have been invited to the
Vatican. They would not wish to set
footinthat establishment which never
gave adamn aboutthem. The Vatican
should visit survivors on their own turf.
Insteadtheyhaveactedonlytopreserve
their business interests. And survivors
are being treated with contempt by so-
called ‘redress boards, at which they
are required to give evidence for four
hours to a panel of judges, who treat
them as if they are guilty themselves,
or to blame for what happened to
them... no friends, no counsellor, no
therapist, allowed in with them... orto
waitoutside forthem.Theseare broken
people. If they are to have any small
chanceathappiness, theyneedtohave
therapy paid for by the Church. The
Vaticanattitude hasbeen contemptible
andagain|say thelrish peoplearevery
angry. —Sinead O'Connor”

From The Observer, UK., Jamie
Doward, Religious Affairs Correspon-
dent, 24 April 2005

“Pope ‘Obstructed’
Sex Abuse Inquiry

Confidential letter reveals Ratzinger
ordered bishops to keep allegations
secret

Pope Benedict XVI faced claims
last night he had ‘obstructed justice’
after it emerged he issued an order
ensuring the church’s investigations
into child sex abuse claims be carried
out in secret. The order was made in
a confidential letter, obtained by The
Observer, which was sent to every
Catholic bishop in May 2001

“Itasserted the church's right to hold
its inquiries behind closed doors and
keeptheevidence confidentialforupto
10yearsafter the victims reached adult-
hood.Theletterwas signed by Cardinal
Joseph Ratzinger, who was elected as
John Paul II's successor last week”

“The letter, ‘concerning very grave
sins, was sent from the Congrega-
tion for the Doctrine of the Faith, the
Vatican office that once presided over
the Inquisition and was overseen by
Ratzinger.

"It spells out to bishops the church’s
position on a number of matters rang-
ing from celebrating the Eucharist with
theanon-Catholicto sexual abuse by a
cleric'with a minor below theage of 18

years.Ratzinger’s letter states that the
church can claim jurisdiction in cases
whereabusehasbeen’perpetratedwith
aminor by a cleric”

“The letter states that the church’s
jurisdiction ‘begins to run from the
day when the minor has completed
the 18th year of age’and lasts for 10
years. (If you're wondering why this
time limitation, that's when the statute
of limitations expires, so they are off
the hook, legally.)

“It orders that ‘preliminary inves-
tigations' into any claims of abuse
should be sent to Ratzinger’s office,
which has the option of referring them
back to private tribunals in which the
‘functions of judge, promoter of justice,
notary and legal representative can be
validly performed for these cases only
by priests.”

"Cases of this kind are subject to
the pontifical secret.Ratzinger’s letter
concludes. Breaching the pontifical
secret at any time while the 10-year
jurisdiction order is operating carries
penalties, including the threat of ex-
communication.”

Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith Letter

(excerpts)

sent from the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith to Bishops of the
entire Catholic Church...

“... 3. Direct violation of the sacra-
mental seal.

“-A delict against morals, namely:
the delict committed by a clericagainst
the Sixth Commandment of the Deca-
logue with a minor below the age of
18 years.'

“Only these delicts, which are indi-
cated above with their definition, are
reserved to the apostolic tribunal of
the Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith.

“Rome, from the offices of the Con-
gregation for the Doctrine of the Faith,
May 18,2001

“Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger”

“Prefect” (now Pope Benedict XVI)

From Independent.ie;
by Richard Owen in Rome,
March 10,2010

“Mgr. Ratzinger pleaded ignorance
about paedophile priests but admit-
ted that some boys at the Regensburg
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school had been treated brutally. In the interview
hespokeaboutthe 'veryviolent’headmaster, who
wasinchargebetween 1953and 1992,andwhofor
legal reasons can be named only as Johann M.

“I knew that Headmaster M often handed
outsevere slaps --and also that these slaps were
often delivered at the smallest of pretexts, he said.
‘Some former pupils described the headmaster as
a sadist who imposed a reign of terror, and said
they found it improbable that the choirmaster
knew nothing about the sexabuse”’ (© The Times,
London)

So much for the German Church.

Back to the Irish Church.

In the face of damning evidence, (the Ferns
Report, the Murphy Report, and the Ryan Report),
the Church continued to stonewall the faithful.
There was an interview on TV3, Tonight with
Vincent Browne, March 11th, thefirst press confer-
ence since the Bishops' return from Rome. The
ground rules were that they would allow only 26
questions. The Bishops in attendance were John
McAreavey (Dromore Diocese); Denis Brennan
(Ferns Diocese), an Christopher Jones (Elphin
Diocese). Most of the interview involved Bishop
McAreavey trying to deflect the hard questions
that were being asked by Vincent Browne, Patsy
McGarry, Religious Editor of the Irish Times and
Mary Rafferty. The clincher for me was when
Bishop Christopher Jones asked the question,
why are you singling out the Church?” “Most
abuse takes place in families.’ These men are
totally incapable of grasping the situation and
they continue to cover up for the Pope. They do
50 because all Bishops swear this oath:

“I will never directly or indirectly, by gesture,
word, writing orin any other way, and under any
pretext, even that of a greater good or of a highly
urgent and serious reason, do anything against
this fidelity to secrecy, unless special permission
ordispensation is expressly granted to me by the
Supreme Pontiff”

[ was compelled to send the following email
to Bishop Christopher Jones:

“The Churchmustbe heldaccountable, nobody
is singling out the Church, the Bishops must clean
upthedirtintheirown house.ls there no concern
over the defenseless children who were abused?
Your commentary was pathetic, portraying your-
selfand the Church as being‘put upon, you need
to wake up! You are not the victim! Signed, Tom
Boyle, Irish American News, Chicago.

Bishop of Ferns

u,

“Bishop of Ferns, Dr. Denis Brennan, has
invited the parishes of the diocese to help pay
compensation and legal bills arising from clerical
child sexual abuse”

Talk about unmitigated gall! | can only refer
to Bishop Brennan as an arrogant, disdainful
parasite.

Sinead O'Connor, in an email to myself on
March 4,2010:

“Gonna be discussing the fact that we actually
don't need the church anymore. Infact, we never
did. Only they had us thinking we did”’

“They abused our brothers and sisters. And
now by asking us to pay their bills they're abus-
ing us too”

“We should get up off the floor, dust ourselves
off, and walk away like we would from any abu-
sive relationship.”

“We never need themtogetto God. God is with

us regardless of religion.”
“Let’s walk away and let them fade into the

night”

“We've every right to be angry!”

“But we're only going round in circles”

“So where do we go from here?”

“Elimination.”’

“No reformation.”

“That's where

“Emancipation of us and God from religion.”

“Elimination of the Catholic Church.’

“Thatis the gift we now hold in our hands. Let
us all in our different arenas, discuss the idea.’

“And slowly over time therefore, make it hap-
pen."—Sinead

Cardinal Sean Brady

Cardinal Sean Brady, Primate of all Ireland,
will pay a price for his handling of the investiga-
tion of pedophile priest, Brendan Smyth, and the
secrecy oaths the child victims were compelled
to sign.

From the Irish Times, March 18, 2010:

“Cardinal Sean Brady has apologized again for
his handling of complaints against child abuser Fr.
Brendan Smyth and expressed shame thathe has
not always upheld the values that he professes
he believes in”’

“In his homily during Mass yesterday morning
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in Armagh, Cardinal
Brady said: This week a painful episode from my
own past has come before me. | have listened to
reaction from people to my role in event 35 years
ago. | want to say to anyone who has been hurt
by any failure on my part that | apologise to you
with all my heart.”

“Cardinal Brady conducted canonical inquiries
into allegations of child sex abuse by Smyth 35
year ago, involving two young people, without
reporting the allegations to civil authorities.”

From the Irish Times, March 16, 2010:

“Cardinal Brady’s colleagues in the bishop’s
conference were unaware until last weekend that
he had conducted canonical investigations 35
years ago into the abuse of two children by Fr.
Brendan Smyth”

Excerpted from the same article...“The wom-
an,whowished to beidentified onlyas'Samantha,
told The Irish Times, | was raped, abused and had
pictures taken of my body. She said two other
schoolgirls Fr. Smyth abused at the same time
had since taken their own lives.l was 13 when
it began in 1974 and it went on for five years. If
he [Cardinal Brady] had done something my life
would have been so different! she said."

Martin McGuinness said that Cardinal Brady
needs to reconsider his position.

There is much more that could be said. There
is a lot more detail that out of necessity and limi-
tations of space we can not get into in this issue.
Draw your own conclusions. | certainly have
drawn mine. If you have a problem with what
you've read, send a letter to the editor.

Victims ‘Disappointed’ by Letter

ThePope’s Pastoral letter to the Irish peoplefell
short."Irish victims of clerical child sexual abuse
are deeply disappointed by Pope Benedict's letter

Joint Visit by McGuinness and Robinson to Chicago

By Frank West

In a historic visit to Chicago, Deputy First
Minister Martin McGuinness, and First Min-
ister Peter Robinson, the leaders of Northern
Irelandgovernment,cametoChicagotogarner
support for American investmentin Northern
Ireland.

Robinson is the leader of the Democratic
Unionist Party (DUP), and McGuinness is the
leader of the Sinn Fein party. History was in
the making as these polar opposites in politics
worked towards the same goal of peace and
prosperity in the North.

Martin McGuinness works for a united
Ireland. He has spent many years of his life
working to end second class status for the
nationalist people in Northern Ireland.

Now he is the Deputy first Minister in
Northern Ireland’s Assembly. He began his
public career as a soldier in the Provisional
IRA, protecting the nationalists. He has never

“We Continue the Work
of Pearse and Connolly.”
Martin McGuinness

swerved or flinched in the struggle to create a
united Ireland. McGuinness was in Chicago
recently, to lay a wreath at the statue of labor
organizer, Irish patriotand 1916 martyr, James
Connolly.

Armed resistance endedin 1998 and“peace-
ful and democratic means are used now." He

represents the Sinn Fein party in the Norther
n Ireland parliament, or Assembly.

McGuinness wants“that governmenttorun
onthebasis of equality, respect, and dignity for
each person in Northern Ireland”

McGuinness points out, however, that
“Peace is a fragile flower. It requires constant
attentionto make sure the peacefulinstitutions
are used.’

He stated the basis forthe peacein Northern
Ireland is for each person to be free to identify
themselves as a nationalist wanting a united
Ireland, or as a person who wants to remaina
British citizen.

People of both identities live side by side. All
require“good government and stable political
institutions.”

“Even lan Paisley came to recognize that
political institutions based on equality work.”

The previous First Minister, lan Paisley, said

“You know, Martin, we can rule ourselves. We
don't need ministers form London to tell us
what to do!

The largest party in Northern Ireland is
the Democratic Unionist Party. It is led by
Peter Robinson, who is First Minister of the
Assembly. McGuinness said to him “Peter, we
arefarstrongerworkingtogether, thanworking
separately.”

James Connolly would agree with that. He
knew that workers acting together in unions
were powerful.

Connolly wold also be pleased with Martin
McGuinness'vision of a united Ireland.

ofapology,’a group representing the survivor§ of (ltor): Margaret and Declan McShane, Maureen O’Looney Paul Harken (back),
abuse said today.” —Pamela Newenham, ©Irish  Martin McGuinness, and Frank West (back) at the laying of the wreath ceremony held
at the James Connolly statue in Union Park. on March, 14, 2010.

Times, March 20, 2010.
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Ulster American Society Lauds Northern Ireland

\_ 25,013 )

By Cliff Carlson

Drew McGinty is the President of
the Ulster American Society which
incorporated in 2007.

Irish News talked to
Drew about the organiza-
tion.

IN:What are you trying
to accomplish?

Drew: The main mis-
sion of the society is fo-
cused on raising American
awareness of Northern Ireland, and
changing misperceptions that many
Americans have. We're also looking
at increasing American economic
support, recovery and develop-
ment in Northern Ireland, as well
as contributions and participation
in peacemaking efforts over there
by Americans. We have a website,
emailnewsletters,andhaveanetwork
around the country.

IN: How many people receive
your newsletter?

Drew: We do an eblast to about
12,000 people.

IN: Do you travel back and

Drew McGinty

forth?

Drew:No.Weare an all volunteer
organization. | have afull-time job. |
do travel to DCand locally, but noth-

g ing to Ireland yet.

IN: Do you get to
Ireland?

Drew: Yes. I've been
there many times, but
haven'tbeenbacksince
2006.

IN: Do you work with
tourism or any other groups in
Ireland?

Drew: Yes. We work closely with
Tourism Ireland which now focuses
on the entire island of Ireland. They
were one of the biggest sponsors of
our 2008 Film Festival held here at the
Constitutional Centerin Philadelphia.
Weworkwiththemondifferentthings
tohelpusgettheword outinformally
on different meet-up events etc.

IN: What do you are some of the
misconceptionsthat Americans have
about Northern Ireland?

Drew: | went back in 2006 with
my then 13 year old son. When |

Need Old Pub Pics

Chicago journalists, Mike Da-
nahey and Allison Hantschel, are
putting together a book for Arcadia
Publishing on Chicago’s legendary
Irishwatering holes, pastand present.
Yeah, it's a tough job, but it's about
time somebody does it.

And they need your help finding
photos,memorabiliaandstoriesfrom
any Irish owned or themed place
that had or has a colorful history.
Feel free to contact Mike at mike-
danahey@comcast.net or Allison at
ahantschel@dailycardinal.net with
anyleads, information or sourcesyou
think might be handy. Slainte.

Rounder Records Celebrates 40 Years

Indie label, Rounder Records cel-
ebrates40yearsinthe musicindustry
in 2010 with a DVD/CD release

Rounder held an anniversary
concert on October 12th at Nash-
ville’s Grand Ole Opry which was
filmed for a PBS television special
that began airing on the networkin
March, 2010.

Grammy® winning Rounder
artists Alison Krauss & Union Sta-
tion featuring Jerry Douglas, Mary
Chapin Carpenter, Bela Fleck and
Irma Thomas performed at this
momentous celebration along with
musical host, Minnie Driver, and
special guests Nathan & The Zydeco
Cha Chas and Jazz/R&B pianist,
Henry Butler. Steve Martin's show
atThe Ryman Auditorium the night
before was also filmed and select
performances from that show will
be included in the Rounder 40th
Anniversary DVD/CD. In addi-
tion, performances from Alison
Krauss and Robert Plant’s 2008 CMT

“Crossroads” are included, as well as

performances from Madeleine Pey-
roux’s 2009 concert in Los Angeles.
www.rounder.com

came back I heard the same things|
heardinthe mid 1980s.How canyou
go there? It's so dangerous! | real-
ized that perceptionshadn'tchanged.
Many Americans still felt is was a war
zone—thatitwasdangeroustogoto
—andthat'sfarfromthe case.lwould
argue personally that there are many
more places in the United States
that are more dangerous including
Philadelphia and Chicago. | think
the perception was understandable
since it had been formed by years of
negativeimagesinthemediacoming
from Northern Ireland, and that's
what people came to understand
about NorthernIreland, and that did
havea negative consequenceforthe
people over there.

IN: Our readership is primarily
Irish Catholic, and that's the per-
ception many of them have of the
North.

Drew: It's made dramatic strides
inthe last 20 years. It's modern. The
last couple of years the police have
not been present for the parades.
Look at downtown Belfast. It's less
sectarian now. It's more cultural.
Many of the more controversial mu-
rals are gone. It's having a similar
renaissanceas some of the citieshere
in the states.

IN: What needs to be said to the
American public to make them want
to go to Northern Ireland?

Drew: | think the key thing is to
make people aware of todays North-
ernlreland. Understand thatithasa
lotto offer just like the rest of Ireland.
The people there want a fair oppor-
tunity to compete in the American
market. They want Americans to visit
inthe North. It's not what you might
think it is. Great food, great scenery
andattractions,greatpeople, wonder-
ful cities. As Americans we have to
bemore opento hearthe good news
coming out of the North.

IN: The First Minister John Rob-
inson along with the First Deputy
Minister, Martin McGuinness just
visited Chicago on a mission to get
Americans to invest in Northern
Ireland. That tells you
that they have come a
long way when two rep-
resentatives of opposite
parties can work together
like that.

Drew:They have been
working very closely
together since the 2006
agreement, and the ad-
dendum in 2007, and it
is really having a positive
effect.

IN:They have come to
anagreementon policing
in the North.

G

Visit

- Vacatlor\-
/Galena Rentals 5y
for a vacation in Resort Homes

Toll free 366-GalenaRentals

e-mail

Drew: Yes. They have come to
an agreement on that as well, and
they have deadlines coming up.
Bottom line is they are creating a
Department of Justice, and really
be fully devolved along the policing
and justice areas. They have a lot of
work to do.

IAN: They have been steadily
working since the peace agreement
of 1998, and everything seems to be
moving along easier,and easier asfar
as getting along.

Drew: Right. | think that has a
lot to do with younger generations
whodon'thavethe same historyand
baggage They have a new outlook
on things and also want to be a part
of Europe.

IAN: Anything we can do here to
help promote this peaceful transition
into the 21st century, we are happy
to do.

Drew: | think the key thing that
papers like yours can do is focus on
the positives. Things aren't what you
think they are. Give the North a fair
opportunity. We get many inquiries
about genealogy. Thereisa connec-
tion there, and organizations like
yourself can help people explore
their genealogy more, both the Irish
and the Scots-Irish whichiis a unique
blend of cultures in the North.

For information on the Ulster
American Society, go to www.ulster-
american.org, drew.mcginty@ulster-
american.org or 1-267-328-6123.

94th Anniversary of
1916 Easter Rising

The Irish Republican Social-
ist Committees of North America
(IRSCNA), will be holding a com-
memoration of the 94th Anniversary
of the 1916 Easter Rising. It will take
place Sunday, April 11th at 10am at
the James Connolly statue in Union
Park (Lake and Randolph, Chicago,
IL). It will feature the reading of the
1916 EasterProclamation, statements
from the Republican Socialist Move-
mentin Ireland and a wreath laying.

Contact Colm Mitchell at 708-
655-2078, or www.irscna.org.

————

Experience the scenic beauty |
of Ireland in Galena, IL

without Resort Prices
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Sheehan Medical Launches Private Hospital in Cork

Irish private hospital operator, Sheehan
Medical, which has offices in Dublin, Ohio, and
the northwest Chicago suburb of Winfield, has
announced plans to open a i
new private hospital in Cork
on April 19th, 2010. It will be
the first new private hospital
facility to open in the city for
30 years.

The new Cork Medical
Centre will provide a huge
boost to the local economy.
The state of the art facility will
use the latest technology and

surgical techniques, combined withJames Sheehan

best practice from their successful facilities in
Dublin, Galway, and Chicago. It has the capacity

to offer over 39,000 patient treatments per year.

Sheehan Medical was setup to operate private
hospitals in the UK, Britain and mainland Europe.
Thegroup, runbyJames Sheehan
and his father, Loyola University
professorandorthopedicsurgeon
Dr. Joseph Sheehan, owns hos-
pitals in Blackrock and Galway,
Ireland.

An active surgeon for over
35 years, Dr. Sheehan was the
Chairman of Orthopedics at
Central Dupage Hospital from
2004-2006, which he led to be
recognized as one of the top 50 Or-
thopaedics Departments in the US for 2007 and
2008 (US News and World Report). He is now an

Taoiseach Launches New Group to Connect US Irish

Irish across the United States are now better
connected, thanks to the work of the Irish Net-
work USA (IN USA), launched in March by An
Taoiseach Brian Cowen in San Francisco.

IN USA is a forum through which individu-
alsfromanyandallfields can connect through
the common bonds of heritage and identity
with modern|reland.By harnessing the energy
of its diverse membership, IN USA aims to
strengthen the economic, social and cultural
ties between the US and Ireland.

Irish Networks (IN) are already enjoying
success in Chicago, New York, San Francisco/
Bay Area, San Diego and Washington DC.Each
was formed with the aim of encouraging Irish
networking in their local community; and IN
USA takes that objective to the next level by
allowing members of the INs to connect to
the wider Irish community in the US through
a website and national member database. It
allows members of the various INs to connect
withtheir peers, develop relationships that will
foster success in their business, economic and
social ventures; and broaden their footprint
in the US.

IN USA will also be a resource to assist Irish,
Irish Americans, and friends of Ireland in other
citiestoservetheircommunity,andthenational
connection will allow for greater collaboration
and success for all. Many prominent, influential
and successful Irish people have shared their
experiences and insights through the INs, and
mentored other Irish people to succeed.

IN USA s part of the global Irish community
of 70 million worldwide; and consists of an in-
tegral Irish community of individuals that work
every day in the US to foster goodwill towards
thelrish and Ireland, and enhance those inter-
national relations that have been soimportant
to the Irish over their nearly 300 years in the
US. Within each industry those people have
established networks and the aim of IN USA is
toopenthoseindustry networkstoitsmembers
witha view to enhancing their lives and careers.
IN USA strives to be part of the global Irish
village that has been integral in allowing Irish
peopletoobtainacompetitiveadvantageintheir
livesand careers overalong number of years by
connecting their members with the opportuni-
ties. www.irishnetwork-usa.com.
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847-477-874

Book your wedding before June 1, 2009
and receive a FREE engagement sitting
with all images on cd (a $300 valua)! *

* Menlion Irish Ametican News when booking

Associate Professor of Orthopaedics and Reha-
bilitation at Loyola University Medical School
in lllinois. Joseph is also currently in private
practice in Chicago where he performs general
orthopaedicsand specializesin joint replacement
and reconstruction.
Chief Executive,
James Sheehan, special-
izesintheadministration
of medical carefromthe
science to the manage-
ment side. A native of
Chicago, he moved to
Ireland in 2002 to step
into his father’s role as
project managerand co-
developerofthe Galway
Clinic (opened in 2001),
inadditiontotakingover
his role as Director of
the Blackrock Clinic.

Gaughan’s Celtic Art

Michael Gaughan is the son of Pat Gaughan,
vocalist/guitarist whose original aloum, Road
Less Traveled, has received airplay throughout
the United States on public radio stations and
folk programs,

BorninNorthwestern Chicagoland,
Michael holds a Master of Arts Educa-
tion and Teaching License Certifica-
tion from the University of Minnesota
and a Bachelor of Fine Arts Painting
from the Minneapolis College of Art
and Design. Heresidesin Minneapolis
asanArtInstructoratthe Minneapolis
College of Art and Design.

One of his many genres is Irish
and Irish dance themed artwork. He
is available for commissioned work of
specific Irish dancers or Irish families.
Michael.gaughan@gmail.com.

www.michael-gaughan.com.
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Friends we will miss

Mary Therese Griffin

The Chicago artistic and historical
scene lost a bright fixture with the
passing of Mary Therese Griffin, 82, on
February 6, 2010. Mary, who retired
from a colorful career as a teacher in
the Chicago Public School system in
1987, had turned her passions for art,
history and lifelong learning to a higher
calling as a docent at the Art Institute,
the Loyola University Museum of Art,
the Chicago Architectural Foundation,
the Field Museum, the Lyric Opera, Old
St. Patrick’s Church, and the Chicago
Historical Society. Among her effects
at the time of her death was a pin

denoting 500 hours of volunteer service
at Resurrection Hospital. The CAF hon-
ored her for fifteen years of service.

The world may never again see a do-
cent so well-read, or broadly educated,
or so lively and genuinely enthusiastic.
“Her feisty spirit and her knowledge of
scripture always added a wonderful
dimension to our program,” said Ann
Meehan, Curator of Education at
LUMA.

A Chicago native, Miss Griffin was
the daughter of Irish immigrants, and
always cherished her Irish roots, be-
coming an active member of several
Irish American groups including the
Friends of Irish Literature. Father Tom
Hurley, pastor of Old St. Patrick’s
church in Chicago, had these words
of praise. “We will remember her here
at Old St. Pat’s and pay tribute to the
energy and love she had for the Irish
ancestors who built this wonderful
church and the great people whose
faith and prayer sustain it today."

Celtic Virtue
Fraditional Stone Plaguoes
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Design your plagoe online
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Kennedy’s Turn Toward Peace

By Sabina Clarke

JFKand the Unspeakable... Why He Died and Why It Matters
by James W. Douglass. Orbis Books; Maryknoll, NY; 2008; $30.

If you doubt what kind of nefarious crimes our govern-
mentis capable of ...put your doubts aside and read this well
documented, exhaustivelyresearched slice ofimportanthistory
by peace activist and writer James Douglas. Now in its fourth
printing, this account of JFK's presidency is packed with illu-
minating details that | have not come across before.

Douglass supplies proof that JFK planned to puII out of
Vietnam and gives hard evidence of the
obstacles JFK faced daily in his own admin-
istration, like the ongoing treachery of the
ClA and the constant push of his generals
urging the use of military force.

In fact, JFK was almost totally isolated
and at odds with his own government dur-
ing the entire span of his too brief presi-
dency, with the exception of a few trusted
advisors.

For Kennedy, the Bay of Pigs was a
wake-up call. The CIA and the military
tried to ensnare himinawar but Kennedy
called their bluff—risking personal criti-
cism by accepting defeat instead.

When he realized the extent of the
deception by the CIA and its Director Al-
len Dulles, he said that he would like to
splinter the CIA in a thousand pieces and
scatter it to the winds” He immediately
fired Richard Bissell, the CIA planner in
the Bay of Pigs debacle and replaced him
with Richard Helms-who was not much better. Helms went on
to orchestrate a clandestine plan to assassinate Fidel Castro
without informing the President.

JFK's attempt to deal with the agency and limit their power
was not well received. The CIA was accustomed to operating
asanindependentagency—accountableto noone—noteven
the President. When Kennedy tried to put a stop to what had
been going on there forever,according to Douglas,"he became
a marked man.”

\Surrounded by Cold War advisers, Kennedy tried to end the
ColdWar.And hisindependence becamea problemforboththe
CIA and the Pentagon. He initiated the nuclear test ban treaty
with Premier Nikita Khrushchev and also initiated unofficial
back-channels of communication with both Khrushchevand
Fidel Castro and Pope John XXIII. He was deeply influenced
by the Pope’s encyclical Pacem in Terris which preceded his
famous peace speech at American University.
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Kennedy's 1963 speech to students at American University
which mirrored his “turn towards peace” was ignored by the
American media but hailed by Khrushchev who called it“the
greatestspeech evergiven byan American presidentotherthan
Roosevelt!It reflected the direction Kennedy intended to take
and once again, “made him a marked man.’

Douglass follows the labyrinthine trail of the CIA and
gives convincing proof that the CIA killed John Kennedy in
an elaborately orchestrated plot with the intention of making
Cuba and the U.S.S.R. scapegoats through Lee Harvey Oswald.
Their plan almost succeeded.

Now, 47 years after the assassination of JFK, few thinking
Americans accept that Oswald was
the lone gunmen. Too many ques-
tions linger. Too many strange things
happenedtowitnessessuchassudden
unexplained deaths and disappear-
ances and witnesses who wentsilent
or into hiding realizing the dangers
they faced.

Doctors at Parkland Memorial
Hospital in Dallas where the Presi-
dentwas taken after he was shot were
forcedto changetheir statements out
offearfor their lives. And doctors who
performed the President’s autopsy
at Bethesda Naval Hospital did so
under extreme duress and the watch-
ful eye of the military. Government
intimidation extended to all areas of
law enforcement and Douglass gives
specificand shockingexamples of the
ironclad government cover-up.

Douglass sees Kennedy's intent to
withdraw troops from Vietnam as “the final nail in the coffin
for JFK. He provides proof via a signed order that Kennedy
gaveto his Secretary of Defense, Robert McNamara stating his
intention to pull one thousand of the US military out of Vietnam
by the end of 1963 and all of them by 1965. McNamara relayed
thistothe generalswhowereinstructed tobeginimplementing
a plan for the withdrawal. They were outraged.

Following a meeting in 1961 with his military advisers
General Lemnitzer and General Le May in which they urged
him to use nuclear weapons in Berlin and Southeast Asia, Ken-
nedy walked out and said, “These people are crazy."Kennedy's
desire to negotiate with the enemy and find common ground
wasviewed by the Generals as treason and at odds with the Cold
War mentality. The CIA saw their power eroding.

Besides government adversaries, both John Kennedy and
Robert Kennedy were enemies of big business whose inter-
ests at the top were tied to the military industrial complex.
JFK immediately withdrew a defense contract from US Steel
when US Steel raised its prices while Robert simultaneously
launched aninvestigation into their corporate echelon making
them both targets.

LeeHarvey Oswald emergesas the victim of aconspiracy not
thePresident’sassassin.Douglassinvestigates hisbackgroundin
detail and concludes that Oswald was set-up to take the blame
forthe assassination. The CIA created an elaborately fabricated
backstoryaboutOswaldasadisenchanted malcontentwhowas
pro-Castro. In reality, Douglass says that Oswald was a double
agent working in counterintelligence for the CIA.

Oswald was set up to be a patsy. His entire story was fabri-
cated to mislead the American publicinto thinking he was the
disgruntled assassin—the lone gunmen.When Oswald first hit
American soil after returning from his assignment in Russia,
his handlers, whom Douglass identifies, had connections to
higher-ups in our government.

Infact, there was atleast one Oswald double—and Douglass
gives some pretty convincing facts to substantiate this.

Thisisameticulously researched book that should be studied
by any serious student of history and by future generations and

n

any citizeninterested infinding out how a Presidentin 20th cen-
tury America can be murdered by his own government without
any serious consequences while his murderers, with blood on
their hands, remain at loose and in government.

About the author: James W. Douglass is a longtime peace
activist and writer. He and his wife Shelley are co-founders
of the Ground Zero Center for Non-violent Action in Poulsbo,
Washington, and Mary’s House, a Catholic Worker house of
hospitality in Birmingham, Alabama. His books include The
Nonviolent Cross, The Nonviolent Coming of God, and Resis-
tance and Contemplation.
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Irish Presence at Massive DC Immigration Rally”

Lawless Champions Immigration Reform

By Breandan G. Magee

Chairman of the Chicago Celts for Immigration Reform, Billy
Lawless and President of Irish Immigrant Support, Cyril Regan
lead an Irish delegation to Washington D.C. Sunday March 21.
Theyjoined a contingent from the Boston and Philadelphia lrish
Centers toadd an Irish element to a pro-immigrant rally on the
Mall, which drew a massive crowd of over 200,000 people.
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The organizer of the rally, Reform Immigration for America,
isanational umbrellagroup, which representsabroad spectrum
of community and faith based organizations who advocate fix-
ing our brokenimmigration system. They support securing the
borders and providing a path to legalization for the estimated
12 million undocumented workers - 55,000 of whom are Irish

—inthe USA.

Billy Lawless leads the charge for immigration reform as
he speaks to over 200,000 in Washington D. C. 3-21-10.

Many prominent politicians, faith leaders, union organizers

tobedealtwith however,such asfinancial reformand campaign
financing, making the path toimmigration legislation far from
clear. Supporters of comprehensiveimmigration reform remain
hopefulthough and have been bolstered by the huge numbers
that showed up on the steps of the Capitol building.

Inside the halls of Congress Senators Schumer (D) and
Graham (R) have been working together for months on a bi-
partisan bill, which they hope to make public in the Spring.
Senator Schumer is working very hard to build a coalition in
the Senate and Congressman Luis Gutierrez is doubling his
efforts in the House.

The Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles Cardinal Mahoney
also addressed the rally, and reaffirmed his commitmenttoa
humaneimmigration system that recognizes the dignity of the
human person. He reminded all men of faith that the New
Testament calls us to welcome the stranger in our midstand to
recognize the migrant as a brother or sister in Christ.

ltwasnotsolongagothatthelrishwere considered strangers
in this great land and Billy Lawless of the Chicago Celts quoted
a Chicago Tribune article from 1895 which called for “every
Irishman in the city to be hung from the lampposts”. He told
the crowd that the Irish were victims of nativism, hatemonger-
ing and xenophobia in the 19th century just as new waves of
immigrants face hardships and racism today.

The monumental rally in D.C. was the latest, perhaps pivotal
event in a long campaign for immigration reform. The Irish
community and the Chicago Celts continue to lobby publicly

and community leaders spoke passionately to the crowd. How- and advocate behind the scenes for legislation that will make
ever the biggest cheer of the day was reserved for President a difference to the lives of millions. Our great nation was
Obama who delivered a televised speech, which commended  founded onimmigration and our strength has always been our
the demonstrators for their commitment to comprehensiveim- - willingness to accept the huddled masses; our future is no less

migration reform. Many in the throng carried banners callingon
President Obama to match his words with actions

andtokeeptohiselection promiseofimplementing

immigration reform. They were not to be disap-
pointed as the President reiterated his support for
comprehensive reform of the current system and

drew attention to his desire to see such legislation

dealt with in 2010.

Whitehouse spokesperson Shin Inouye, in a
statement on the subject said” (the President’s)
commitmenttofixourbrokenimmigration system
remains unwavering and he continues to hope for
bi-partisan leadership on legislation”.

Observers agree that if Sunday’s historic vote
on health care reform becomes law, immigration
reform will be back on the political and legislative
agenda. Thetimeforaction howeveris short—four
months - before legislators break to campaign for
midtermelections. Othermajorissuesalsoremain

SLIABH AUGHTY-RAMEBLE

T 1 Trum

On April 3,
2010anew book
will be launched
in Co. Clare by
Ger Madden,
Sliabh Aughty
Ramble.

Ger has con-
tributedmuchto
the heritageand
tourism sevices
of the Banner
and the Aughty region through his writings and research, the
East Clare Heritage Centre and his world renowned Holy Island
Boat tours.

Sliabh Aughty Rambleis superbly presentedinamostengag-
ing, accessible and unique format that is a must have for every
Dalcassian and Irish heritage lover in 2010.

At a time when Ireland is facing tough challenges, and

b bl

dependant on that reality.

h C

Breandan McGee and friends in Washington D.C.

New East Clare Book: Sliabh Aughty Ramble

disenchantment abounds with many aspects of our social and
economic affairs, this richly illustrated book with an accom-
panying regional map represents much of what is good and
cherished in the Irish ways of life.

Sliabh Aughty, covering over 250 square miles is one of the
largest mountain ranges in Ireland but one of the least known.
Some equate the desolate hills of Sliabh Aughty with poverty
and hardship stemming from penal times when communities
of refugees were forced by circumstances to seek a living on
their apparently hostile barren slopes. The Ultachs who settled
near Woodford are still remembered for their sober ways and
hard work in reclaiming the mountain.

Sliabh Aughty Ramble. Musings on the folklore, history,
landscape and literature of the region, is a one hundred and
eighty page, indexed, publication with 120 illustrations. this
book may not be the easiest to get your hands on, but if you
want more info, email Daniel at boruculture@msn.com.

The book will be in good Irish bookshops, and more is avail-
able at http://homepage.eircom.net/~eastclareheritage.
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Mike Houlihan

I am an Irish citizen.

The documents came by Fed Ex right before St. Patrick’s
Day.

They signal the end of one journey and the beginning of
the rest of my life.

My grandfather, Denis Cusack, had sealed the deal. He was
born April 11th in Abbeyfeale, Mount Collins, County Lim-
erick in 1869. We never met. He was years in heaven before
my birth. My mother had told me he was a captain in the Irish
Republican Army.

Aromantic notion? Maybe, but since 'm now a member of
the tribe, | can indulge in such swashbuckling.

I am an Irish citizen.

Westartdiscoveringwhoweareininfancyandspendtherest
of our lives becoming who everybody else thinks we are. We
are male orfemale, laughers or crybabies, dreamers or not. We
are cops, doctors, plumbers, or actors. We are married or single,
straight or gay. Or lonely. We are disciples of Jesus Christ or Dr.
Phil. We are what we do, what we say, and what we want.

I am an Irish citizen.

We are the traditions of our neighborhoods and the quintes-
sence of our high school nicknames. We make our way in the
world, fighting and scratching our way through the alleys and
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streets of our psyches.

, As age comes, we negotiate compromises with our
dreams.Wetell ourselves ouraccomplishments would
have been greater with a bigger budget.

And then along comes that old friend, perspective.

I am an Irish citizen.

Oh sweet liberation! As a witness and practitioner
of Celtic blarney, my Irish pride was always tempered by a
feeling of being justaYank. Inyears past, blaguards insisted |
wasn't really Irish, but a player without a brogue.

They were scoundrels and pretenders, the real imposters.

I am an Irish citizen.

In Dublin, I met comedian Des Bishop after his sold out
concert at Vicar Street.

Born in New York and schooled in Wexford, he has lit a
flame in the old country about what being Irish means. He
had to assimilate as a teenager, a Yank lad stuckin the old sod.
He learned to adapt, mastered Gaelic, and learned who he
was deep down. He performs Irish comedy all over the world
now; the hottest young act on television and in nightclubs all
over the island.

He told me, “We are all Ireland. Take two guys who have
roots here, maybe one in New York and one in Dublin. Cut
them open and both theirblood s Irish. We are all descendants,
in America, England, Australia, and the Diaspora all over the
world. We are all Ireland.”

We've been blessed by birth into this race.

In Limerick, | visited the church where Denis Cusack was

of the same baptismal font where he cried in his mother'sarms
and | wept with him. | felt the connection, coming full circle.

I am an Irish citizen.

| share that with Yeats, O'Casey, Brian Boru, and Cuchu-
lainn.

Peter O'Toole, Bono, Lady Gregory, and Gerry Adams. Van
Morrison, Grainne O'Malley, and Padraic Pearse.

I am an Irish citizen.

Let that be my epitaph.
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Swimming

Upstream
By Charles Brady
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Asking Mass-Goers to Pay
for the Sins of their Church

Let’s be honest: at least as far
as the organisation’s behaviour in
Ireland is concerned, the Catholic
Church certainly doesn’t do itself
any favours.

In the last few weeks, the parish-
ioners of the diocese of Ferns have
been invited by their Bishop, Dr.
Denis Brennan, to help pay the com-
pensation bill for those who were
abused in an unspeakable manner
by the priestswho were supposedto
be there for them.

Thisis absolutely shameless and
unforgivable:to ask already hard-up
parishioners—and itis amystery to
me why there are any left at all—to
help bail out the morally worthless
but filthy rich Church is nothing
short of a further scandal.

Standing there in all his tawdry
finery, Brennan had the bare-faced
cheek to offer the“invitation"—and

.
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don't!love that word—toastunned
congregationin Enniscorthy, County
Wicklow.

The diocese has so far paid €8
million in order to settle 48 civil
actionsand €830,000in treating the
people that they put through such
appalling abuse.

The Ferns abuse scandal was, of
course, one of the most notorious in
a long history of such things, with
known paedophiles either covered-
up for or simply moved to other
parishes by the evil demons in dog
collars who were running the show.

The impossibly smug and arro-
gantBishopBrennansaidthathewas

“asking for help to fulfilla God-given
responsibility.”

God-given responsibility? Is he
having us on or what? Even if you
did believe in God you couldn't pin
the wickedness of these things that
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walked as men on that unlikely be-
ing; and you certainly can't pin the
expenses incurred by the churchon
an already recession hit community.

Maeve Lewis, who represents
One in Four, a charity that sup-
ports abuse survivors, quite rightly
snapped back: “Right across the
Church in Ireland there is huge li-
ability, butthe most of thatis because
of legal costs and that is because
the Church is trying to defend the
indefensible. We wonder if thisisan
attempttocreateresentmenttowards
the survivors”

“We have had a number of calls
from the general public who are
absolutely outraged.

I should certainly hope so. And
further,|hopethattheyareoutraged
enoughtotellBrennanexactlywhere
he can stick his sick “invitation.”

Maeve Lewis is right. The costs of
thisare so high (and let’s be honest,
itwasneveraboutmoneyontheside
of the victims; it was about having
crimes against them recognised) be-
cause that s all the Catholic Church
has ever been about: the accumula-
tion of moreand morewealth.Thatis
whytheyspentafortuneinlegalfees
trying to limit what they had to pay
out.Andnowtheywantthepeopleto
shoulder the bill for something that
they weren't guilty of.

[t doesn't matterthat they parade
around in their expensive frocks as if
they were still the little tin pot dicta-
torswhoonceruledthiscountrywith
a rod of iron; or that their Vatican
city-state has wealth beyondimagin-
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ing. They always wanted more and

they always wanted to keep it. No

fearofthe Bishops movingintomore

modest dwellings or Rome selling

off some of its endless bounty of
treasures that ordinary people never
will get to enjoy. No, let the suckers

digalittle deeperinto theirdamned

near empty pockets. That’s the rea-
soning of these characters that are

so divorced from what the man and

woman in the street lives on.

Pope Benedict and his creatures
would rather wail about the wicked-
ness of Harry Potter or hold forth on
the film Avatar than have the basic
decency to apologise to the raped
and the tortured.

Was therea more nauseating pho-
tograph last month thanthat of Irish
Bishopsqueuinguptobendoverand
kiss the ring of the old man who had
summoned theminto his divine pres-
ence.To see them coming back from
Rome grinning ear to ear because
they had a chance to suck up to him
was truly stomach-churning.

It was an expensive trip that the
Church for once didn’t mind paying
foratall.

Thenwhen you don't think that it
cangetany worse out comes Bishop
of Elphin Christopher Jones. Of
course, he has that great stand-by
whenthingsgopear-shaped,namely
the media.

He said with anger: “Of course
we have made mistakes. Butwhy this
hugeisolation of the Church and this
huge cover-upinthe Churchwhenit
has been going on for centuries?”

“It is only now for the first time
thatvictims have been given [given!
How kind of you!] their voice to
publicly express their pain and suf-
fering”

“And before that for centuries no
one spoke. Itis all cover-up.No one
wants to admitin afamily that there
is a problem of that nature.”’

“l am not justifying it."

And this joker goes by the self-
importanttitle of head of the Bishops'
Committee on Family!

“Given!” If it hadn't been for the

media digging away at an unpopu-
lar job for years in order to break

through the solid wall of silence that

hadbeen erected by these paragons

of virtue, then the Church would still

be denying everything, protecting

the rapist scuminits fold, would still

be lording it over the poor ordinary
sinner and telling he and she how

to live.

Pope Benedict really insulted me
lastmonth when heindicated that it
was Godlessness and lack of spiritu-
ality that had led to this evil.

Well, I'm glad to say that | am
completely Godless, but it doesn't
stop me from trying to live by a
certain moral standard. Not always
successfully, and not always well,
but trying.

And thatis more than can be said
forthe hundreds of priests who used
their exalted position to fulfil their
awful lusts—and the many more
who looked after them, ignored the
cries of the condemned, and moved
the perpetrators around where they
could happily continue the rapeand
abuse of other children.

It's only fair before | end this
to mention one of the many good
priests—although how they can
continuetorepresent this disgraced
organisation is more than | can say.

The dreadful Martin Drennan,
Bishop of Galway, decided that a
family should nothave therighttoal-
low adead loved onein Church over-
night no matter how much comfort
it may be; but he has been opposed
by Father Denis Crosby, who strikes
me as a kindly man, who said that
he willindeed be allowing relatives
toleave their departed in Liscannor
Church in County Clare.

It's a pity that more people
wouldn't stand up to Martin Bren-
nan, whoin the last year has shown
himself more and more to be stub-
born and arrogant.

Like | said, there are too many
of these men who are divorced
from their parishioners; and who—
worse—areprovingthemselvestobe
incapable of change.

Ed McElroy, host of “The Ed McElroy Show” recently interviewed David
Heide, CFP, Managing Director-Investment Officer Branch Manager, Wachovia
Securities and Tom Cusack, of Cusack Insurance Agency in Oak Lawn. (I tor):
David Heide, Ed McElroy and Tom Crusack.
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Gerry Adams Moves Sinn Fein Inches Closer
With Signing of Historic Hillsborough Agreement

By Sabina Clarke

Gerry Adams orchestrated yet
another brilliant breakthrough with
the historic Hillsborough Agreement,
reached at the 11th hour. Finally,
devolution or the transfer of power
of policing and justice from London
to Belfast will happen after a 12
year delay.

Devolution had been part of the
original Good Friday Agreement
and laterthe St. Andrew’s Agreement
but the Unionists and the British
and Irish governments always found
a way to stall. This time, Sinn Fein
was ready to walk away. After Mar-
tin McGuinness, Northern Ireland’s
deputy First Minister met with the
Britishand Irish governments during
a deadlock in the talks, Adams got
to the heart of the matter: “But let
me say this, the governmentsare not
refereesin this.The governmentsare
guarantors with responsibilities and
obligations. What we are about s fix-
ingtheproblemsandreturningtothe
basis upon which these institutions
were established, the Good Friday
Agreement and the St. Andrew’s
Agreement. If that is not possible,
then no self-respecting public repre-
sentation or party would want to be
part of what would be nothing less
than a charade”

Peace does not come easily in
Northern Ireland and justice is even
harder.A people'srighttoself-govern
should bebasic. Let'shope theydon't
take it away.

Sinn Fein President and MP for
West Belfast, Gerry Adams has been
at the center of the peace process
since its inception. His message of
peace and reconciliation has been
studied by students of social justice
the world overand emulated by lead-
ers in other countries.

SC: How do you feel about the
Hillsborough Agreement; were you
ready to walk away from the gov-
ernment without devolution?

Adams: The impasse in the po-
litical institutions; their failure to
deliver for citizens and the refusal
of unionismto agreetoadateforthe
transfer of powers on policing and
justice, meantthatthe Assemblyand
Executive system was unsustainable.
It was quickly losing credibility. The
negotiation with the DUPwasalong
and difficult one but ultimately it
succeeded.Moreover, theagreement
reached at Hillsboroughis unique in
that it is the first which was directly
negotiatedandagreedbetweenSinn
Fein and the DUP.

Previously, the governments had
acted as negotiators for unionism.

This time we refused to travel to
London and insisted that any agree-
ment had to be reached directly
between Sinn Fein and the DUP. So,
this agreement belongs to unionism
inaway that perhaps previous ones
did not. That hopefully makes it
stronger.

SC: What did you mean when
you said it (the Agreement) was a
“staging post” and why did it upset
some of the Unionists?

Adams: Some Unionists believe
that the Good Friday Agreement
of 1998 was a political settlement.
It was not. It is an accommodation
which creates an all Ireland political
structure within which nationalists
and unionists can as equals each
promote our respective view of the
future. Unionists can argue for the
union with Britain. Republi-
cans can promote and argue
for a United Ireland. And all
of this is done in context in
which there is power sharing
in the political institutions
and measures in place to
promote equalityand end dis-
crimination. So, for Sinn Fein,
each negotiationreached,isa

“staging post,“another marker
on the road toward a united
Ireland.

SC: Was devolution your
toughest battle—as far as
getting that concession from
the Unionists and the Brit-
ish and Irish governments?

Adams: Every negotia-
tion is tough. Every issue is
generally hard fought over.
Thelength of the negotiation
on this occasion gives some
sense of the complexity of the
negotiation and the difficul-
ties we encountered.

SC: Why has the transfer of
power been so contentious?

Adams: In 1972, the British de-
cided to take policing and justice
powers away from the then Unionist
regime.They did so not because the
regimewas undemocraticand sectar-
ian but because it was incompetent.
The British wanted to reshape the
security and policing and justice
system. This led to greater violence,
repression, torture, shoot-to-kill
operations and widespread and insti-
tutional collusion betweentheBritish
systemandthevariousunionistdeath
squads like the UDA and the UVF.
Theunionistsobjectedand collapsed
the government rather than give up
these powers. Almost 40 years later,
unionistswerereluctanttotakethese
powers back. This was for several

reasons. They were concerned that
republicanswouldbeabletoexercise
even greaterinfluence over policing
andjustice—matterswhichtheyhad
long regarded as their sole preserve.
Theyalsobelieve uswhenwe saythat
part of the process we are engaged
inis about taking powers away from
London backtolrelandand ensuring
thatthe centre of political powerand
influence is on the island of Ireland
and notin London. This is part of the
processofmaking partitionirrelevant
and moving inexorably toward a
United Ireland.

SC: What will it take for the Ex-
ecutive and the Assembly at Stor-
mont to function more smoothly
and tackle the issues that concern
the daily life of their constitu-
ents?

Adams: We have agreed with the
DUP on a number of issues within
theHillsborough Agreementtosetup
workinggroups,identify outstanding
matters and produce programs of
work and see these resolved within
months. If we succeed in making
these changes, then by thistime next
year, people should have witnessed
a more efficient and more effective
government at work.

SC: How difficult has it been to
stay on target on this particular is-
sue of devolution when it has been
sabotaged for so long?

Adams: We are very patient and
focused. Martin McGuinness made
a very interesting observation in
the press conference announcing
the agreement. He pointed out that
our negotiation team has remained

largelyunchangedinalmost20years.
British Prime Ministers and Irish
Taoiseach and unionist and SDLP
leaders have come and gone but the
Sinn Fein team has remained largely
constant. That has helped.

SC: Do you think your long his-
tory of meetings with the British
and Irish governments over the
years gave you and your party
the upper hand as being the more
skilled negotiators?

Adams: We certainly had lots of
experience.

SC: As one of the earliest archi-
tects of the Peace Process (begin-
ning with your efforts with Father
Alec Reid which preceded the
Hume/Adams talks and the Joint
Document for Peace) how do you
feel about where you have taken
your party?

Adams: It has been a long and
difficult process. But all of us on the
Sinn Fein side knew two decades
agowhenwedeveloped
our peace strategy that
it would be like this. We
are trying to resolve cen-
turies of conflict; repair
relationships destroyed
by British colonialism
and partition and undo
the damage of institu-
tionaldiscriminationand
repressions. We were
never going to turn this
around overnight. We
still have a way to go.
Sinn Fein is an Irish
republican party.Weare
fora United Ireland. Last
year, we held two confer-
ences in the USA and
one in Canada on this
theme. This weekend,
we hold a similar con-
ference in London. We
are very serious about
wantingaUnited Ireland.
Everything we do—the
core of our political strategies—is
all about this end goal.

SC: What can be done to de-
flect the deep-rooted antagonism
that still exists at the grass roots
level between Catholics and Prot-
estants?

Adams: Sectarianism is a major
problem. It is as old as the planta-
tions. It will take time to end but
the starting point must be to stand
foursquareagainstit.Therecanbeno
toleration of sectarianismwhereverit
raises its head.

SC: What is the next step for
Sinn Fein; what is next on your
agenda?

Adams: Lots. There will be a
Westminster electionin the northin
the next few months. An Assembly
election in May of 2011 and elec-

tions in the south. We have a lot of
worktodotobuild political strength;
reorganizetheparty;developpolicies
and seek new allies. Despite some
recent setbacks in the 26 counties,
Sinn Fein remains very strong and
eager to move forward.

SC: Do you think you will see a
united Ireland in your lifetime?

Adams: Yes, but only if all of us
whowantitandwhobelieveinit, join
together to make it happen.

SC: What legislation do you
want passed regarding the Irish
language?

Adams: At St. Andrews three
years ago, the British government
agreed to

An Acht na Gaeilge—an Irish
Language Act which would ensure
equality of treatment for Irish lan-
guage speakers.lhave writtenablog
on this topic—this is an important
issue for Irish people.

SC: Do you ever reflect on the
constant demands made on you for
the past 30 years—including the
1984 assassination attempt on your
life and the torture and imprison-
ment you endured?

Adams: No. Lots of friends and
colleagues and family members
were killed during that period. |
survived. My focus is on the future,
not the past.

SC: The day the 1998 Nobel
Peace Prize was announced, you
spoke at the Union League in
Philadelphia. Many of us thought
you would be a recipient of the
Prize and when you were excluded,
we felt you were cheated. In your
speech that day, you said that you
“didn’t care about prizes;” has this
changed?

Adams: | have to say that | was
surprised at how many people in
Irish America were annoyed by
that decision. For me, it was never
an issue. | am involved in a great
project—a history project—to end
British government involvement in
my country; to end partition; and
to create a new and just society for
all Irish people. | believe we can be
successfuland that we can achieve it
more quickly the more others join us
in this endeavor.

SC: How important has Irish
America been to you in accomplish-
ing your goals?

Adams: Very. There would have
been no peace process without Irish
America. No words can express my
thanks to the crucial work for Ireland
of all the many organizations and
individuals in Irish America and
beyond who have remained faithful
over the generations.

SC: How would you like to be
remembered”

Adams: Ask me that in 20 years.
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Tradition
In Review
Bill Margeson

Let's take a break from the normal argy
bargy of the columnreviews. Let's speak briefly
thismonthabout one of the giants of the music.
Alltheyoungmusiciansoutthere blastingaway,
some with real ability (we'll review Teada'’s
brill new album next month, along with a new
fiddler on the scene Grainne Murphy). All of
these musiciansworldwide simplystandonthe
shoulders of the immortals, such as Seamus
Ennis. You cannot grasp Irish traditional music
todaywithoutembracing SeamusEnnis.Sothis
month, Seamus Ennis it is.

Borninto a musical family in Finglas, north
Dublin, in 1919, he came into a rich musical
culture and heritage, based in no small part
on the ins and outs of the uillean pipes, of
which his father was a strong player. His Dad
had purchased an old set of Coyne pipes as
a young man, setting the direction not only
for himself, but son Seamus, as well. True,
traditional music was not in vogue, and would
not be for decades. But, it was still vibrant as
always and being widely played. At an early
age, he was employed by Three Candle Press
through a family friend. Some say the job was
offered tokeep himfrom going toEngland and
volunteering for the army. In any event, it was
atThree Candle that he learned the critical skill
of transcribing music into notation form. This
would stand him very well in the future. Of
course, he continued hislife-long playing of the
uillean pipes,ashebroadenedhisknowledge of
both traditional music and music itself. There
were an extremely limited number of people
withany realunderstanding of theimportance
or the cultural value of traditional music at this
time in Dublin. Nevertheless, Seamus made
contacts with people at the Irish Folklore Com-
mission who hired him for a special project. He
was given paper, pen and a bicycle and told to
go collect Irish music and song. And, so he
did. He literally rode his bike through Ireland,
concentrating in the West. He even made his
way to the Hebrides off the northern coast of
Scotland, though not by bike. He was a flu-
ent speaker of Irish and had a knowledge of
Scots Gaelic. This went on for five years from
1942-47. He is literally helping save a culture.
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The old ones were passing away and
taking songs and tunes with themto
the grave. Not only did Seamus Ennis
save them, he notated them. Critical.
We know exactly what they should
sound like. As with Francis O'Neill
in Chicago and the Breatnach family
inlreland, they are saving not only words and
descriptions. They are saving the actual notes,
the timings, the tempos. By this time, Ennis
was also a gifted fiddler and singer. The real
deal, all-round.

So, we now have the iconic, historic vision of
Seamus Ennis in full bloom of romanticism—
riding his bike through rural Ireland, collecting
the musicin a magical kind of farry offy placey
type of thing. For once, the historical fancy is
close tofact.In 1947, Ennis began with Radio

SEAMUS Fromis

Eireann, what we know today as the RTE. He
was still traveling the country, recording the
likes of Willie Clancy and Micho Russell.
Only now, it was in a truck with tape gear
and sound men.Things had changed, indeed.
He was also a presenter on the radio. People
such as the great folk collector from America,
Alan Lomax and Jean Ritchie realized what
Seamus Ennis was doing, and they travelled to
Ireland to record him. By 1951, he was feeling
extremely unhappy at RTE, as so many eventu-
ally do. He felt the station was not giving the
music, or himself, the respect they deserved.
So, in 1951, the BBC hired Ennis to present

what became the iconic Irish traditional music
program of all time, As | Roved Out. He also
married Margaret Glynn at this time, and they
had two children, both of whom survive.The
BBC program truly made history and lasted
until 1958. True honest-to-God history mak-
ing programming. After that, Ennis went full
time into playing music, doing the occasional
program and continuing as, arguably, THE
force in the music.

Of course, we run out of space. The story
ends sadly. After all, we ARE talking Irish
music here. Seamus Ennis ended up living in
a mobile home on his old grounds in north
Dublin he named, Easter Snow. He wrote an air
by that name, and Christy Moore wrote a song
with the title. Ennis passed tragically youngin
1982, atthe age of 63.Too much drink, too poor
health, too much andtoo little of alot of things.
Inthe end, it does not matter. Here is a hero of
the music. Was his the happiest life? Probably
not. Okay, definitely not. But, what matters is
what aman creates and leaves behind. Few, if
any, have left morein Irish history. Every time
you hear a bit of real Irish music, somehow,
someway, it can be tracked to Seamus Ennis.
We have never had a similar type in America—
probably Alan and John Lomax come closest.
But, they were basic musicians at the best of
times. Seamus Ennis is the greatest uillean
piper ever.We suggest 40 Years of Irish Piping
asawonderfulintroduction tothe man himself,
as well as his musicianship. You can get it now
through Compass Records in Nashville, who
bought the Green Linnet hard copy library
years ago. Find it. It is Irish music. Seamus
Ennis was a hero during his lifetime, and an
even bigger one now. He lived with shoulders
broad enough that every musician playing the
music today stands on them.

*If you want to hear the likes of Seamus
Ennis and other real Irish musicians, turn in
Ireland Tonight every Monday night at 8:00
pm, Chicago time, on WDCB, 90.9 fm., or wdcb.
org. Co-host Mary Ann Keifer and | will love to
welcome you to our musical home!

Kelly Donlea’s Dinner 911 Rescues Cooks

Wish someone could rescue your dinner?
Need a lifeline to save your failing efforts?
Are you desperate for a delicious meal? Help
has arrived!

Organizing Dinner is
pleased to announceiits

“Dinner 911.com” web
forum, a source for im-
mediate answers to your
pressing cooking ques-
tions. The new forum
provides vital informa-
tion and inspiration, all
with the success of ev-
eryday cooks in mind.

Kelly Donlea, owner of Organizing Din-
ner (@ company that provides cookbooks
and cooking classes aimed to organize the
dinner process for nightly success), launched
the “Dinner 911" forum in response to the
frequent e-mails and phone calls she re-
ceived from friends and clients at dinnertime.
Common crunch-time questions included”l

don’t have Worcestershire sauce, what can |
substitute?” and “What can | make with the
ingredients | have on my shelf?”and“Should
| cover this recipe while
cooking, or leave it uncov-
ered?”The most common
concern Donlea hears is“l
just don’t have time to go
to the store!”

In order to manage
Organizing Dinner’s in-
creasing audience, Donlea
started the “Dinner 911"
forum. Although she hopes
to answer most questions
personally, fellow foodies can jump in with
their advice when Donlea is unavailable.
Donlea follows up the posts and moderates
the answers provided.

For more information on Kelly Donlea'’s
cooking classes or home parties contact
Meggan Hill-McQueeney at (847) 366-4571
or megganhill@gmail.com.
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They Hired You?

Asloyal readers of this column know, myfocus
forthelastsevenmonthshasbeendevotedtothe
steps necessary to find a new job. Notwithstand-
ing the terrible economic situation, obviously
some people are finding jobs. As an executive
search recruiter told me recently, he is seeing
mostly “replacement”positions being filled. He
says that his clients are still very hesitant to hire

“new"employees; someone whoaddstothehead
count of the organization. For purposes of this
column, let me assume that you are one of those
recent hires.

Asthe columntitleasks, isthe company happy
that they hired you? Apparently, they assessed
your skills and past achievements and decided
you were their choice.

Clearly, you were selected from a field of
candidates; they had other choices, but you were
the top one. You've been on board now for two
weeks or two months. Do your bosses feel that
they made a smart decision?

The company’s assessment of their hiring deci-
sion will be made based on several factors:

«Doyourfellow employees speak well of you
whentheboss asks, how is John/Judy doing? Are
you adding value to the team?

+Doyou bring aworthwhile and helpful back-
ground to the company?

« Do you make constant reference to how this
orthatfunctionwasdoneatyourformercompany,
with a clear undertone of superiority?

+ Does your performance evidence a clear
understanding of the boss' goals?

Doyouindicateagenuinewillingnesstolearn
the fundamentals of your new employer’s busi-
ness plus their methods and procedures?

«Isyour passion and willingness to learn“new
stuff” apparent?

«Doyoumakeitobviousthatyouarededicated
to making your new boss look good?

«Doyou makeit clear that you see thisjobas a
longtermarrangementordoesitappearit’sjusta
port in an unstable (employment) situation?

+Have you found an unobtrusive way to dem-
onstrate your business expertise?

There are tons of articles on the assimilation
process.Yet many hires are so delighted with the
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ordertofind a new job, however they also need
to realize the importance of having a plan that
enhance their success in their new role. | would
sincerely suggest that when you accept a new
jobthatyou“google”the word, assimilation, and
read some of the articles that will surface. This
research may help you to avoid derailing.

In my experience, most people want to help
you in your new job, unless of course, you took
the job they were hoping to get themselves. You
should be sure to ask during the interviewing
process, iftherewereanyinternal candidateswho
were turned down for this job? What was their
reactiontobeingturneddown?It'sonethingtobe
considered an outsider, butitis a whole different
thing to be considered an outsider who stole an
internal candidate’s job.

As the new person, you need to work at
achieving a meaningful relationship with your
co- workers. This approach does not mean that
you have to become a real corporate butterfly,
but rather you need to show real interest in your
fellow employees. You can make ita point tofind
ways to be helpful to your colleagues, without
appearing to be phony about the process. Au-
thenticity is the key.

Ideally, whenthe boss asks how the newguyis
doing, your fellow colleagues are going to speak
positively, if not enthusiastically about your at-
titude, your competence and your willingness to
participate with the other team members.

Clearly you need to carefully assess the“post
recruitment” culture. We have all heard stories
about the new employee immediately realizing
that the “honeymoon” phase is over as soon as
s/he crosses the employer’s threshold as a new
employee. Currentemployees tend to be ontheir
best behaviorwhen recruiting people. Interview-
ersarelikely tobe polite and quite agreeable. The
courtesiesextendedtoyouintherecentinterview
setting may not carry overtothedailyfunctioning
of the company. Surely we have all heard stories
aboutinterviewees feeling that they were misled
during the process. Even in this tough economy,
aninterviewee should probe about the culture of
the organization. Itis much more prudent to as-
sess that before signing on as a new employee.

The assimilation process is really a two way
street, competent managers help their new em-

feelssincerely welcome.lfmanagement provides
athorough orientation that will by itself help the
new person feel valued. An inadequate orienta-
tion leaves both the employee and employer
vulnerable to substantial misunderstandings.
Everyone hasheard the excuse,“we did it this way
atmy formerjob solassumed that you would do
it the same way here".

I hope your new or current job provides you
with an opportunity for future growth, excellent
compensationandachallenge thatintriguesyou.
Carpe diem.

JamesF. Fitzgerald is the president of James
F. Fitzgerald & Associates, Inc., an Oak Brook,
IL-based executive coaching and transition
firm. Phone #: 630-684-2204. Email address:
jamesffitz@sbcglobal.net.
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Robert J. Sheehy & Sons is Family Owned and Operated.

Robert J. Sheehy & Sons has been a name
that is recognized... and trusted...
for their professional manner.

Think of them as a “second family”...
at a time when family assistance and reassurance
is so very important.
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Funeral Home
(708) 857-7878

9000 West 151st Street 4950 West 79th Street
Orland Park, Illinois 60462 Burbank, Illinois 60459

Visit us at
Shamrock Imports

Maureen O Looney
Serving You
Since 1967

3150 N. Laramie, Chicago
773-286-6866

LR | T TEWLET

'l":l:fﬂi:“ﬂr Tl
HIH L ‘Fﬁ,@:}*

e 0 |'l

M.ﬁm

=l 13 "o h.ﬂlﬂn:_

'Ihluh'll:-ﬂhd ool
T v il b
“hﬂ:’ﬂﬂhﬁdm

Wi sl corvy el posses end gt cxctificeins,
Y wor't x dvappeinied

If You are Traveling to Ireland. .
Bowk your travel to Irsland or Britain throngh
Coveny Lane. If pour depositof §2501s
recetved by /31710, SAVE 3150 per couple.
38 E. Buitting-hin + Dhamrshawn Bivearide
Ping Salasn of Limbpid Eemallny oo Elfta

Store Hours:
Tieadoy - Fridme Nooneapm = Sanundmes Noon-5pn
Call (FOE) 443-4387

%)

. Chicago
. Gaelic News

[

Remembering Ireland’s
Eucharistic Congress 1932

Ireland in the early 30's was still trying to
win peace after a very divisive Civil War, which
pitted brother against brother and even family
againstfamily. The scheduling of the world-wide
Eucharistic Congress in Dublin 1932, together
with the tremendous reconciliation brought
about on the sporting fields sponsored by the
Gaelic Athletic Association, began the healing
process and helped heal the many wounds.

I was 12 years old and was overjoyed when
| was informed that | could accompany my
mother to the big and historic weekend-long
ceremony. It was a dream come true, travel-
ling by train from my native Kilkenny to the
capital, and being allowed to meet with priests,
bishops, and people from many foreign lands,
whospokeastrangelanguageandevendressed
differently, wasalsoaneducation. It seemed like
the whole world was on its way to participate
in this once-in-a-lifetime event, the highlight of
which was to be the big Pontifical Mass in the
huge Phoenix Park.

Alllreland prepared forweeks before tomake
this celebration the finest that the country and
indeed, the world up to that time, had ever seen.
Papal flags and those representing the many
countries were to be seen everywhere, as they
proudly floated side by side in the soft Irish
breeze. Old Glory, the proud stars and stripes,
occupied a prominent place in almost every
house or store. It seemed that everyone had
relatives living in America. Ladies’ and Men’s
retreats were ongoing every night and day in
all the churches, with Mass being celebrated
in between as the Irish nation got ready for this
wonderful spiritual renewal. Foreign priestsand
bishops walked the streets and lanes (boreens)
of Ireland, stopped to chat, and offer mass oc-
casionally, whererequested. It was afestive time
throughoutthelandas peoplelonged for peace
after a bitter war.

Cardinal Laurie, the Pope’s representative to
the Congress, with Monsignor Spellman, later
to become Cardinal, and Cardinal Tardini from
Rome, came by mail boat from England and
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_ were fortunate to be able
| By tojointhehugecrowdwho
greeted them, as bands
played and flags waved.
At Merrion Gates, the
Papal train stopped for
i l’ E the popular Dublin Mayor,
Alfie Byrne, to welcome
the visitors in Irish, English and Latin.

The Children’s Mass on Saturday was a
glorious sight to behold as over 80,000 people,
mostly children from all over Ireland and the
world joined in the singing and offering of the
mass by Most Rev. Dr. Kelly Archbishop of
Sydney, Australia. Othersinattendanceincluded
Ireland’s beloved Cardinal McRory, and the two
legendary and arch enemies in the Civil War,
Eamon deValera, and William Cosgrave, who
shook hands during the ceremony.

Sunday, June 16, 1932 was the big day which
by the was also the 1500th anniversary of St.
Patrick lighting the Pascal Fire on the Hills of
Slane.Thousands of pilgrims, estimated in over
a half million people, a record in those days,
converged on Phoenix Park for the pontifical
Massand the big procession through the streets
of Dublin City for the benediction at O'Connell’s
Bridge. A combined all-star Irish choir sang the
beautiful Missa Brevis and the legendary Irish
tenor of those days, John McCormack sang the
lovely “Panis Angelicus in his own inimitable
style. | can still hear that beautiful rendition

Afterthe celebration of mass the huge crowd
wended its way in four set ions to O’'Connell’s
Bridge where a special altar was erected for the
Benedict Singing hymnsand reciting the Rosary
asthey moved slowlyalong the streetsof Dublin.
Even for a kid this was an inspiring event. The
Blessed Sacrament borne aloft by one of the
priest celebrants, and under a canopy escorted
by Irish Army officers with swords drawn and
at the ready headed the group.

Southside St. Patrick Parade

Although not quite as large as the discontin-
ued one in Morgan Park/Beverly area, honoring
Ireland’s national Apostle, this one in the Tinley
Parkareawasindeed afitting tribute tothe great
St. Patrick. The crowds of cheering spectators
fully appreciated the additional units including
the renowned Gaelic Park float and marchers,
the Hennessy unit and others. It was indeed
another“great day for the Irish”as signs along
the way displayed.

This annual parade, sponsored by the Oak
Park Ave. Main Street Association, under the

fine direction of Ed Zatrocki and Frank Kurza,
hasbeenrunningthisparadeforsomeyearsnow,
andfromallaccountsit gets better every year. It
doubledtheunits participating eachyear—with
over 70 entries this year. Our congratulations
all around.

The official St. Patrick’s Day Parade on
Columbus Avenue adjacent to beautiful Lake
Michiganwas another huge success with Mayor
Richard M. Daley and his dignitaries leading
over 50 gaily decorated floats, 40 marching
units including Chicago Irish dancing schools
and some of the best marching bands in the
Midwest. It was the 54th such parade since it
allbeganin 1954 along 79th Street on the great
southwest side.

That first parade on State was led by the leg-
endary Mayor Richard J. Daley, Fr. Tom Byrne
from Old St. Pats Church, and U.S. Retired Navy
Admiral Dan Gallery, who captured thefirst ever
German submarine with its many secrets in
World War II. The submarine is in the Chicago
Museum of Science and Industry for the all the
world to see.This parade in honor of St. Patrick
was held on 79th Street in 1954, a year before
Mayor Daley was elected Mayor of Chicago.

Ireland on Parade

Ireland on Parade, with the legendary Martin
Fahey, wasagainfeatured to pack housesat Gaelic
Park from March 5-16, It had on stage, as usual,
the best dancing schools in Chicago, and indeed
in the Midwest. They included Jerry O’Loughlin’s,
The Dennehy’s, The Mullane, Healy and O'Brien,
The Webers, McNamara’s, The World Academy,
Kathryn Hughes, and other fine entertainers.And
with the real thing Irish music by The Irish Musi-
cians, this was one of the best seen hereinalong
time. Needless to add, packed houses enjoyed ev-
ery moment of it and were loud in praise of every
act.And of course, the Maestro Martin Fahey who
haslost none of his skill with dancing schoolsand
Irish music. Talking about Irish music, we had The
Irish Musicians and Sean O'Donnell—who could
ask for anything more.

Thankfully now Irish-American parents are
bringing their children, boys and girls to Irish-
American Dancing Schools and to Gaelic Park to
learn the skill of Ireland’s national games hurling
and Gaelic Football. This could not come at a
better time, with young Irish boys and girls be-
ing virtually excluded from America. Hopefully
Congress will consider what Irish immigrants
have done for America from the earliest of times.
Talk to your U.S. Senators and Congressman and
women about this unfairness.
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A Word With Father Boland

The Voice of Catholic Charities, Archdiocese of Chicago
Reverend Michael M. Boland

Administrator, President and CEO

Easter — New Life For Families In Need

“We are here with open arms, to shelter, com-
fort and protect.

Like a mother, Catholic Charities reaches out
day after day with compassionate, practical and
professional help that gets families and individu-
als back on their feet - that gives them new life.

During this Easter season, Christians celebrate
thetriumph of theRisen Christover sinand death.
At Catholic Charities, we know that there is hope
for the hopeless year-round - and new life for
those who have lived “in darkness and in the
shadow of death!”

We seeit every day as we reach out a helping
hand to families struggling to find a job or make
ends meet, or to low-income seniors in need of
housing, or to homeless individuals in need of
food and shelter. And we are blessed not only
by the professional, competent staff members
working in our 159 programs, but also by an
army of thousands of energetic volunteers and
generous donors.

These are “the open arms” of Catholic Chari-
ties. Together, we find creative ways to assist
individuals and families achieve lives of health
and stability; and we are frequently inspired by
those we help.

I'd like to share some of these stories of new
life with you, told to us by parents and children
in three of Catholic Charities’ self-sufficiency
programs.

Lumba, a single parent, explains that she was
given a hand up, not a hand out, by our Lake
County Family Self-Sufficiency Program.

“| am very thankful for the help this program
has extended to my four children and me. When
| was homeless, with no food or clothes, they
picked me up and gave me a helping hand.lam
extremely grateful and will carry Catholic Chari-
tiesin my heart for the rest of my life. All the staff,
my case manager, myemploymentcase manager
andsupervisor,wenttheextramileandweregreat
examples for my children and me!’

José, whose mother was in the Forever Free
Program for women recovering from addiction,
told their family’s story:

“When my mother decided to go into Forever
Free treatment, lwas happy, but honestly, | didn’t
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think it would last. She wrote me letters all the
time she was away. She told me that when she
came home we were going to be a family again
and she wouldn't let anything bring us apart. It
took awhile, and | missed her a lot, but it was
allworth the wait.|am very grateful to have the
mother | know backin my lifeand around whenl|
need her.|am proud of her for making a promise
tousand sticking toit. | continue to pray we live
a better life everyday and to live as well as we are.
Catholic Charities has been a great part in our
lives and we are grateful for all they have done to
help my mother to a road of a better life.”
Catholic Charities’ New Hope Apartments
Program also provides intensive case manage-
ment for homeless families with children in 124

transitional scattered-site apartmentsin Chicago
and Suburban Cook County. Forupto 24 months,
families receive services suchas rental assistance,
household furnishings, employment assistance
with training and educational referrals, child
care, and assistance in budgeting and accessing
appropriategovernmentprograms.Theyachieve
jobskillsandincome, decreasedebtandincrease
self-determination during their time in the pro-
gram,equippingthemformaintainingpermanent
housing and steady employment.

Cecilia, a single mother, was living at PADS
in the Northwest suburbs with her young son
after having been laid off as the manager of a
health club that closed because of the recession.

“| wanted to get out of the shelter and get him

back into stable housing,” says Cecilia, who
entered the New Hope Apartments transitional
housing program several months ago. Now, she
ismoving toward self-sufficiency because shehas
had the time and the guidance to figure outhow
toimprove her life."No one had ever taught me
how to separate my needs from my wants," she
says, explaining how she was able tofall sofar so
quickly."Catholic Charities has literally saved my

Easter Rising Breakfast at Abbey Pub April 11

Thelrish Freedom Committee will honorthe
94th Anniversary of the 1916 Easter Rising at
acommemorative breakfast eventatChicago's
Abbey Pub on Sunday April 11, 2010.

94 years ago in Dublin, on Easter Monday
1916, a small band of brave volunteers took
on the might of the British army to proclaim a
Sovereignand Independent Ireland. Twoyears
later,inthe onlyall-Ireland electioninIreland's
history, the majority of the Irish people voted
overwhelminglytoremovetheBritishpresence
from Ireland. Today, 94 years on, Ireland still
remains divided and occupied by a foreign
military force.

On Sunday April 11, 2010, the Irish Free-
dom Committee will remember the extraordi-
nary events of Easter 1916 and continue the
call for a United, Sovereign and All-Ireland
Republic free of British rule. The commemo-
ration will take place from Noon to 2:00 PM
at the Abbey Pub, 3420 West Grace St. in
Chicago. Musical guest is renowned Chicago
balladeer Joe Monahan, who tells the story of
Ireland's struggle for freedom in song. State-
ments from the Irish republican movementin
Irelandwillbe presented,and the Proclamation
of Ireland - read aloud on the steps of the GPO
on Easter Monday 1916 by Padraig Pearse -
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will be recited.

Your donation of $15 at the door includes
afull traditional Irish breakfast. There will be
a cash bar. A raffle with prizes including Irish
republican memorabilia will be held with all
proceeds going directly to the families of Irish
republican political prisoners; whose numbers
continue to swell under the so-called "Peace
Process". There will be news updates shared
directly from the POWs, who are now being
locked down for up to 12 hours at a time with-
out access to food or fresh water. There will
be a cards signing for Irish POWs, and Irish
republican memorabiliaincluding books, tee
shirts and badges will be on sale.

The IFC Easter Commemoration will fol-
low a wreath laying and commemoration by
the Irish Republican Socialist Committee of
North America at the James Connelly monu-
ment in Union Square Park, Ashland Ave. at
Washington Street, whichcommencesat 10:00
AM. All are encouraged to also attend the
IRSCNA event.

Deirdre Fennessy

The Irish Freedom Committee, Inc.

312-560-9311

saoirse@irishfreedomcommittee.net

http://www.irishfreedomcommittee.net
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life, because so many doors had been shutin my
face when I was in my time of need, but Catholic
Charities helped me. | plan on volunteering here
after | leave the program.”’

These three “success stories” are just a few
examples of Catholic Charities’commitment to
families in need.

Inthese difficulteconomictimes, choiceshave
to be made. Catholic Charities chooses lifel We
will continue to open our arms to restore and
renew the precious gift of life in all its dignity
forour hungry and homeless neighbors, and the
families, children and seniors who come to usin
need of help and hope.

As we celebrate the Resurrection of Christ,
please pray for our neighbors who—like Lumba,
José and Cecilia—desperately need the “new-
ness of life” made possible by God’s goodness,
Catholic Charities and your generosity.

May God bless you and your families through-
out the Easter Season! Happy Easter!

To make adonation, please send to Catholic
Charities, 721 N. LaSalle-4th Flr., Chicago,
IL 60654; call (312) 655-7012; or visit www.
catholiccharities.net.
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Reel Jiggy

Deirdre Kozicki

My St. Patrick’s Day weekend
was awesome. It started on Friday,
where | danced at the Irish Fellow-
ship Dinner with my sister, Maeve
and other Mullane dancers. My
sister was excited because she got
toweartheteamdresses.Wedanced
for the Taoiseach of Ireland, Brian
Cowen. He even shook my hand.
We practiced hard and our dance
performance turned out great. Ev-
eryone liked it. On Saturday, | went
to the parade with all my cousins
and siblings. We ended up leaving
before we were supposed to march

because it was so cold and rainy. It
was still fun while it lasted. | regret
not marching, but it was cold. When
wewentbacktothehotel,Igotready
todanceat the Mercy Home party. It
was fun because my dance teacher,
Mike, was announcing all the danc-
ers at the party. My 2 year old cousin,
Grace, likes watching us dance. She
tries to imitate us. She also likes
our wigs. After the party, we went
to Aurelio’s pizza with my family.
We had a great time. | was ready for
bed after that.| was exhausted! | got
to rest on Sunday. Usually,  would
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My 5t. Patrick’s Day weekend was awesome. It started on Friday, where I danced at the Ir
sister was excibed becanse she got to wear the team dresses. We danced for the Taoiseach of In
performance turned out great. Everyone liked it. On Saturday, I went to the parade with all o
because it was so cold and riny. It was still fun while it lasted. I psgret not marching, but it
Home party. It was fun becanse my dance teacher, Mike, was announcmg all the dancers at
imitate us. She also likes our wigs. After the party, we went to Aurelio’s pizza with ooy famib
rest on Sunday. Usually, I would have gone to the South Side Parade. T was sad about the par
school to dance at O"Briens Restaurant during the Queens” hinch. I think we did & good job.
school, we danced for every classroom at my school. We went to dance practice that mght . W
this year, and I hope next vear will be even better. Happy Easter to everyvone, and good hick

The Mullane Irish Dancers performed for Taoiseach Brian Cowen (c) at the Irish Fellowship Club St.
Patrick’s Dinner held at the Hilton Hotel on Michigan Avenue in Chicago.

have gone to the South Side Parade.
| was sad about the parade, but I'm
glad | gotto rest. On St. Patrick’s Day,
my sister and | got to leave school
to dance at O’Brien’s Restaurant
during the Queens’lunch. I think we

did agood job. Channel 5 filmed us

but they didn't put us on the news.

When we returned to school, we
danced for every classroom at my
school. We went to dance practice
that night. What a perfect way to

celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. | had a
great St. Patrick’s Day this year, and
I hope next year will be even better.
Happy Easter to everyone,and good
luck to the Mullane Healy O'Brien
dancers going to World’s!
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Raised on Songs
and Stories

Shay Clarke

It was great to head south to Dal-
las for the NTIF at the beginning of
March, leaving snow and ice behind
and seeing the first signs of Spring in
Oklahoma and Texas.

Huge attendance of 40,000 on
Saturday alone made the event a
worthwhile endeavor and the great
weatherbroughtoutthebestinevery-
body including the entertainers.

The Dave Munnelly Band were
better than ever and stole the show,
but there was no shortage of talent
at this great event. | saw the Irish
Descendants, Ed Miller, Clandestine,
Jiggernaut, and Sara Dinan. Jim
Flanagan was brilliant, and | was
very lucky that he played the stage
closest to me. It is a huge affair so |
only managed to catch about 15% of
the great line up.

Back to Chicagoland for the Saint
Patrick’s Day season, and we kicked
it off with a great night out in Rosie
O'Hare’s in East Dundee with Brig-
id’s Cross.What a great night,and my
sincerethankstothegreat crowdthat
turned out that night. Maurice Len-
non, Kathleen Keane, Paddy Homan
andJoe Cullen playedamagicsetand
made this night very special. Rosie
O’Hare’s could become agreat north-
west suburbs venue for Irish music.
Thanks again to all concerned.

Then it was on to the Irish Ameri-
can Heritage Center and the Hilton
Hotel on Michigan Avenue, WHERE
Saint Patrick’s Day is celebrated for
a week.

Eamonn Brady’s Kitty O'Shea’s
is ground zero for the parade and the
Hilton Hotel hosts all the luncheons,
dinners, balls and parties. Pipe bands,
musicians, politiciansand papperazzi
pass by in a blur, and Kitty’s is the
vortex.

Great to see veteran musicians
Jimmy Moore and Peter Brady en-
tertaining the crowd, and | missed
Catherine O’Connell and Kathleen
Keane, theyweretheretoo, butatthat
stage | was a few miles north at the
other center of all things Irish, The
Irish American Heritage Center.

The Center had it all, and spread
their entertainment schedule from
March 12thtoMarch 20thand whata
feastitwas, the bestofeverythingand
Saint Patrick’s Day celebrated in a
way that would make ourPatron Saint
proud. The Irish American Heritage
Center—wherelrish culture comesto
life—proclaims the banner on their
website and | am here to tell you

that it is no idle boast; they deliver
on their promise. We had everything
from Ceili to Ceolteori, Dave Mun-
nelly, Mulligan Stew, Mickey Finns,
Shindig, Anish, Maurice Lennon,
Jimmy Keane, every pipe band and
dance schoolin Chicago, The Chancy
Brothers, Tim O’Shea, Sean Cleland
and even Cliff Carlson took the stage
at one point. We had the Mass on
Saint Patrick’s Day with Father Karl
Langsdorf, followed by breakfastand,
again, | must congratulate the staff
and volunteers of this great organiza-
tionfor this wonderful extravaganza
of Irish culture. It was magnificent
and cannot have been easy to put
together. Sheila Murphy and Kathy
O'Neill seemed to be there all the
time, tweaking and organizing what
turned outto be a great schedule of
entertainment, and if you missed it,
wellit's your own fault, as it covered
five pages in the March issue of The
Irish American News and Margeson,
myself and all the Irish radio shows
were also trumpeting these events.

The IAHC supports the Irish Arts
throughout the year with perfor-
mances, lectures, playsandlessonsin
allaspects of Irish culture.Become a
member ofthisfine organizationand
reap the rewards, it will soothe your
Irish heart and soul.

Bits And Pieces

Rig The Jig are back togetherand
betterthan everwith theirexpanded
line up and new CD/DVD due out
this month... check out their web-
site, and we look forward to seeing
them soon.

Trad from Tucson. Round The
Househavereleasedtheirnewalbum
AtThis Stage, great stuff from Sheila,
Claire, Dave and Mark... will be
playing this on the show.

Paddy Homan still knocking
my socks off at every performance.
Nothing can stop this irrepressible
and talented Corkman.

Jim Malcolm, ex-Old Blind Dogs
was on the show recently and made
many new fans, another great voice.

Thanks to Catherine O'Connell,
Jimmy Keane, Paddy Homan, Jackie
Moran, Joe Cullen and Brian Witt for
sharing their talents with me on Blar-
neyOnTheAirinit’s pastfew months.
This new format has become very
popularwithourlisteners,and I think
that Jimmy Keane has made a trad
head out of me. Thank you all and
see you on the radio every Monday

at 7pm central on 90.9fmin Chicago
or on wdch.org everywhere.

Blarney On The Air comes to you
from the College Of DuPage in Glen
Ellyn, lllinois—Listener supported
public radio.
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Golf in Ireland While Donating to Charity

Classic Golf Destinations is a company
that specializes in group golf packages and
tours to Ireland.

The company is unique in that from every
group golf trip or tour our clients embarks
on and after administration costs are met
Classic Golf Destinations makes a charitable
donation to the charity of the group that is

ASSIC

everything necessary including travel, trans-
portation,entertainment,anddiningneedsso
you can have a safe and terrific time on the
Emerald Isle.

Packages to Southern and/or Northern
Ireland include round trip airfare, 6 to 7
nights or more in a 3, 4 or 5 star hotel, ex-
cellent B & Bs, and even manor home or

7 Qe

&5
DES A INGE LICAIN S

La Hinch Chaplonshlp GC - Old Course Par 3 Fifth aka “The Deli”

traveling with us.

“We believe that we are the only group golf
operator and tour company in the world with
this program we call Golf & Travel for Char-
ity. Our mission is to be a catalyst in helping
others through golf and travel,’ said owner/
operator, Robert Fennell.

Classic Golf Destinations was formed by
a golfer for golfers with a commitment in
providing our clients with a golf vacation of
alifetime and a chance to experience“golfing
in Heaven on earth!” It's all about you, our
customer and the pledge of hospitality and
service second to none Classic Golf Destina-
tions provides economical packages covering

castle accommodations. Six or seven rounds
of championship golf, carts, breakfast and
dinner where available daily, cocktail parties,
hors-d-oeuvres, chauffered motor coach for
ground transportation, a 24/7 CGD host as
your personal concierge, souvenir pictures at
all courses, and some other Irish treats along
the way.

CGD packages include everything one
needs on a trip. Our primary trips are to
Ireland but they also have packages in the
USA. Classic Golf Destination information
can be reached by calling 1 847 909 6035
/ classgolftrips@sbcglobal.net and www.
classgolftrips.com
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Rev. James J. O'Brien to Celebrate Fifty Years of Priesthood

On May 2,2010, Father Jim O'Brien
will solemnly celebrate 50 years of
priesthood with a 1:30pm. Mass at
St. Eugene Church, 7958 W. Foster
Avenue, where he was pastor from
March 17, 1991 until retirement on
June 30, 2006.

Father O'Brien was ordained to the
priesthood on May 3, 1960 at St. Mary
of the Lake Seminary in Mundelein,
Illinois having grown up in Our lady of
the Angels and St. Lucy Parishes.

On Sunday, May 8, 1960 a First
Solemn High Mass was celebrated
by Father O'Brien at St. Lucy Church.
From 1960 until 1991 Father O'Brien
served at St. John Berchmans Parish, St.
Catherine of Alexandria in Oak Lawn,
St. Patricia in Hickory Hills, St. Lam-
bert in Skokie and finally for a short
time at St. Juliana before becoming
pastor of St. Eugene Parish.

In the middle 1970’s Father O'Brien
was assigned to the Metropolitan Tri-
bunal of the Archdiocese of Chicago.
Upon completing his studies at Catho-

lic University and the reception of a
degree in Canon Law, Father O'Brien
became Secretary of the Tribunal as
well as a Presiding Judge.

Upon completion of the full time
Tribunal work in June, 1990, he was
given a six month Sabbatical spend-
ing time at the Marianella Pastoral
Center in Rathgar, Dublin. Thirty-one
other priests from different parts of the
world came together during this time,
and with the help of the Redemptor-
ist Fathers, all were renewed in their
priesthood.Of course, weekendsmeant
leaving Dublin and visiting friends
throughout Ireland.

Following the Anniversary mass on
Sunday, May 2, there will be a recep-
tioninthe St.Eugene Father Shaunessy
Center until about 6pm. All are wel-
come for the Mass and refreshments.

Father continues his priestly minis-
try by helping out with Masses where
needed. Tuesday, Thursday and Satur-
day mornings he presides at Resurrec-
tionRetirementCommunity.Weekends

Musical Adventure Through Ireland

Galena’s Irish Cottage Boutique
Hotel and the Chicago Irish Pub
Music Meetup Group are rounding
upallwhoareinterested in experienc-
ing the beauty, the wonder, and the
music of Ireland this August. This
custom escorted tour is about more
than just seeing the sights. It
isaboutbecomingimmersedin
thecultureandthe people-the
magic thatis Ireland. Everyone
is welcome to join.

Chicago’s own Paddy Ho-
man, 2010 Best Male Vocalist
Live Ireland Award Winning
Tenor and Balladeer, formerly
of Cork City, will be accompa-
nying the group as well as Basil
Conroy, co-owner of the Irish
Cottage Boutique Hotel of Ga-
lena.They will introduce guests
to their native homeland with
the warmest of Irish hospitality.
Kathleen O’'Connor, organizer
of the Meetup group is also
accompanying,doingwhat she
doesbest:immediatelymaking
everyone feel like part of the
family, and keeping the fun &
song going.

The 7 Night/8 Day Musical Pub
Tour of Ireland, August 6-14, 2010
will be visiting Galway, Killarney,
Kinsale, and Dublin. The itinerary
will include the Cliffs of Moher, the
Ring of Kerry, Connemara, Blarney
Castle and Woollen Mills, a ghost
tour of Kinsale, and much more. A
few delightful surprises are in the
works!

Operated by CIE Tours, a leader

in Irish tourism, guests will enjoy
travel by luxury motor coach, and
the services of a friendly and infor-
mative Irish guide. Featuresinclude
sightseeingandadmissions, breakfast
daily, and 5 dinners including 2 din-
ners replete with traditional Irish mu-

sic,dance,andentertainment-oneat
“Kate Kearney's Cottage” located on
thepicturesque Ring of Kerry,and the
other at“The Merry Ploughboy Pub,’
in the Dublin Mountains.

What sets this customized tour
apart from others is the focus on
music, and a more leisurely pace.
Tour members willhaveamuch more
intimate experience with the music,
the culture, and the people.

may find Father at Our Lady Mother
of the Church, St. Cornelius, or St.
Cyprian along with the O'Hare Inter-
faith Chapel. Father, who is a certified

airport chaplain helps outatthe O'Hare
airport Chapel during the week and
weekends. At present, Father O'Brien
is the Associate Chaplain at O'Hare,
covering for Father Mike Zaniolo who
is on Sabbatical until June 1.

Paddywillbeentertainingthrough-
out, sharing his love of Ireland and its
music. There will be sing-alongs
throughout the trip with him. Local
musicians will join up of an evening
as the group travels around Ireland
toadd tothefun. No doubt sharing
a pint or two and a story with the
musiciansand thelocals will certainly
be a highlight of the trip for
everyone.

A more leisurely pace is
planned for this tour so every-
one can enjoy each leg of the
trip to its fullest: singing into
the wee hours, sleepingina lit-
tle later, followed by leisurely
breakfasts before heading out
to see the sights. The tour will
have a perfect mix of planned
sightseeing as well as plenty of
free time to shop, to discover
tiny cafes and local pubs, and
to enjoy the local flavor.

Discover “Irish” as well as
Ireland. Spend time with the
people, sing along, see the
historic sites and breathtaking
scenery. Immerseyourselfinto
allthat creates the charm of Ire-
landonthisabsolutelyfabulous
once-in-a-lifetime tour.

To learn more about this fabulous
trip contact:

Jan Alderman, phone 847-274-
6700, or jana@theirishcotage.com

Visit The Irish Cottage Travel Web-
site at: www.irishcottagetravel.com

Visit The Chicago Irish Pub Music
Meetup Group Website at: www.chi-
cagoirishpubmusicmeetup.com

Visit Paddy Homan’s Website at:
www.paddyhoman.com

We are celebrating the “year of the
priests.’ Pray for your parish priests, for
the priest who baptized you, gave you
your First Communion, heard your first

confession, witnessed your marriage.
Remember the Bishop who con-

ferred upon you the sacrament of Con-

firmation. God Bless us one and all.

Benefit Screening of A Shine of Rainbows

The American Ireland Fund and
the International Children’s Media
Center will hold a Premiere Benefit
Screening with actor Aidan Quinn
who will introduce his new movie A
Shine of Rainbows, a story about the
transformational power of love.

The event takes place at AMC
River East 21, 322 East lllinois St.
in Chicago on Thursday, April 15,
2010. AVIP Cocktail Reception with
Aidan Quinn will be held at 5pmand
the Benefit Premiere and Q&A with
Aidan Quinn is at 6pm.

Set in a small village on magnifi-
centCorrielsland, just off the coast of
Ireland, this award-winning film tells

0, Céol

of F_'_-alw_ﬁb@-{f;

the heartwarming story of shy Tomas,
wholongstobeadopted bythe beau-
tiful Maire (Connie Nielsen) and her
husband, Alec (Aidan Quinn).

For tickets and full information
visit www.irlfunds.org.
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Celtic Kitchen

—Pure and Simple

RS

By Julianna Leber

The Delicate, Delicious New Spring

While each season hasiits char-
acteristic fruits, vegetables and
flavors, the spring’s offerings are
of the most delicate, yet flavorful
in the vast selection of nature’s
produce. Summer has the bright
tomato and pepper, fall offers
apples and squash, and winter’s
choices are the cruciferous plants
like broccoli and cauliflower and
the year’round potato.The spring

crop is a whole other matter.
Some of the veggies planted
weatherthe winter storms, having
been planted beforethe snowfalls.
Others are from a very early plant-
ing, just as the snow and weather
start to calm. Regardless of the
planting time, the products from
the spring crop are given a warm
welcome,astheyareheraldingthe
change of seasons, change of diet

29 E. Madison Strect, Suite 1007, Chicago
Phone: 312-236-1104
Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-Spm; Sat 9am- 1pm

Visit us at wwwowatsonjewelry.net

Chicago’s Custom Jeweler
Sirnce 1927

anddefinitelychangeofmoodand
mind since spring has sprung.

Ireland’s culinary life has al-
ways been centered on seasonal
food, from the types of cheeses
produced, to the types of fish
caught, to being aware of the best
times to draw of the bounty of na-
ture. Since greenhouses in a rainy
Ireland would not be productive
with the clouds and the practice of
hydroponics (plants grown in wa-
ter) would be redundant, the Irish
mainly follow the seasons. That'’s
notto say they don't have technol-
ogy and imports to facilitate red
peppers in January, many prefer
seasonal, locally grown produce.
In doing so, they believe the flavor
and quality is at its best.

Inorderto appreciate the boun-
ty, the flavors must be delicately
coerced. A simple addition of
a few extra ingredients to help
sharpenand enhancetheessence
of the fruit or vegetable will help
reveal the fresh flavors of the
spring.Vegetables such as aspara-
gus, fennel, leeks, spring peasand
baby radishes require only a quick
dip in boiling water to give them
the al dente bite,and then topped
with a light dollop of butter and
maybe a squeeze of lemon. Na-
ture’s perfection.

For dessert, strawberries are
coming into season from the
warmer states,and thenwillspread
into the rest of the country as the
season progresses. But the first
perfect, bright red strawberry of
thespringwill brightenthe day like
the sun after a season of clouds.

Because the veggies in the
spring need very little help, | have
created a light dinner menu that
can serve 4-6 people, is elegant
enough for Easter dinner and
easy enough for a weekday meal.
[ timed it, and total it took a little
over an hour from start to finish.
The components are easy to work
with, easy to find and will be on
your table in a flash. Enjoy it as
acomplete dinner, or as separate
components to compliment your
own Easter and spring traditions.
Have a wonderful, blessed Easter
and bon appetit!

Fennel & Romaine
Salad with Red Onion
and Citrus Dressing

1 bulb fennel, cut to just where
the branches begin. (Toss out
the branches since they are very
woody)

1/2 large red onion, 2 heads ro-
maine, 2/3 C. olive oil, 1/4 C.lime
juice, 2 t. parsley , 1/2 t. salt, 1/4
t. pepper

Round slices of orange for gar-

nish

Cut the fennel in very thin
rounds, starting from the rootend
andworking towardsthe stalkend.
They will ‘fall’into ‘C’ shapes and
place 3/4 of fennelinto large bowl,
reserving 1/ 4 to the side( this will
be used for pork). Slice onioninto
long pieces, fromroottotop.Place
in side bow! of water, to remove
strong flavor. Chop romaine and
addtofennel. Make dressing from
last 5 ingredients, save the orange.

Celtic Ritchen

-Durc and Simple
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By Julianna Leber

Refrigerate. When ready to serve,
drainonions and add to salad. Mix
dressing and lightly dress salad
and serve with orange slice.

*Fennel is crunchy like celery
but without the stringy fibers and
has a slight anise flavor.

Pork Tenderloin with
Rosemary and Thyme
12-3 Ib. pork tenderloin, cleaned
of fat, 1T. each of dried
rosemary and thyme, 2 garlic
cloves, crushed
1/3 C. olive oil, 1/2 t. salt, 1/4
t. pepper. Pieces from fennel,
diced

Preheat oven to 375°F. Place
roast on cooling rack, then on
roasting pan. Combine the rest of
ingredients and spread over roast.
Cook45-55 minutes, untilinternal
tempis 155°F. Remove from oven,
tent with tin foil for 15 minutes,
and slice. Pork will be tender and
slightly pink.

Mashed Potatoes

with Buttered Leeks

2-3Ibs. potatoes, C. milk, 1/2 stick
butter, 1/2 brick cream cheese, 2
leeks

Bring large pot of salted water
to a boil. Clean and cut potatoes
(I leave the skins on.) Boil until
fork tender. While they cook, put
milk and 1/4 stick butter in small
pan on stove. Bring to a simmer.

Set a large bowl of water in sink.
Cut leeks to just above the white.
(Reserve and freeze greens if you
make stock.) Slice down middle
then cut into thin moons.Toss in
waterto remove gritand swirl.You
may need to do it a couple times.
Drain potatoes in colander and
in cooking pot, melt remaining
butter. Toss in leeks, along with
1t.salt, 1/2 t. pepper. Sauté for a
couple minutes until barely soft.
Add potatoes and then hot milk

and mash. Add cream cheese and
continue to mix. Adjust seasoning
and serve.

Spring Peas with Mint

1 Ib. spring peas (fresh frozen baby
springisok), 1T.fresh mint,chopped,
2 T. butter, Salt and pepper

Cook the peasin lightly salted
water until al dente. Drain. Melt
butterin pan.Toss the peasin the
butter and add the mint. Add salt
and pepper to taste. Serve hot.

Easy Strawberries and
Cream Napoleons

1 pint of strawberries, cleaned and
quartered
2T. sugar, divided
1 C. heavy whipping cream
1T. powdered sugar
1 sheet puff pastry

Cut puff pastry into 2 inch
squares. You should have two
pieces for each dessert. Sprinkle
tops with 1 T. sugar. Following
box instructions, bake. Place cut
strawberries in glass bowl and
sprinkle with 1 T. sugar. Stir and
refrigerate. Whip cream into soft
peaks,addingthe powdered sugar.
Refrigerate. When ready to serve,
place one pastry on plate, add
small amount of cream, top with
strawberries, a bit more cream
and thenfinish with second pastry.
Serve any remaining berries on
the side.
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An Immigrant’s
Musings

Fr. Michael Leonard

Ihave known Barack Obamasince
1986, whenwewerebothcommunity
organizers. | am still organizing on
the streets of Chicago, and what |
seein the Latino community makes
mefearthatthe presidentisoblivious
to the pain wrought by our broken
immigration system. It could have
a profound effect on the 2010 and
2012 elections.

It didn't have to be this way. For
abrief moment last year it appeared
thatObamamightrealignthemodern
political map, cementing the Latino
vote into the Democratic coalition
by speaking plainly to the American
people on the need for comprehen-
sive immigration reform.

Instead, he squandered a political
gift handed to him by the Republi-
can Party’s nativist wing—and its
anti-immigrantrhetoric—during the
2008 campaign. Candidate Obama
promised to make immigration re-
form a priority during his first year in
office, and the Latino vote surged to
10 million, from 7.8 million in 2004,
and swung eight percentage points
toward the Democrats.

Latinos gave 59 percent of their
vote to John Kerry in 2004 but gave
Obama 67 percent in 2008. The im-

migrant Latino vote expanded from

52 percent forKerryto 75 percent for
Obama, enough to deliver Colorado,
Nevada, New Mexico and Florida—
andarguably North Carolina, Indiana

and Pennsylvania.

But since taking office Obama
has pursued a policy of increased
deportations. The president’s tin ear
for Latino passion on this issue was
clear to us in Chicago during his
short tenure as our U.S. senator.

After he wentinto politics, Obama
and | worked collegially on issues
as diverse as health care for work-
ing families to citizenship for new
Americans. But we last talked in
September 2006, after | publicly
criticized his vote as our new U.S.
senator in favor of afence along the
U.S.-Mexico border.

Obama was shocked at the vis-
ceral anger the fence vote caused
among his closest Latino allies. At
a meeting for damage control, Car-
men Velasquez, founder of the Alivio
Medical Centerforthe uninsuredand
theclosestthingtothe patronsaintof
the Mexican American poor, refused
toshakehishand.Obamaapologized
for not understanding the intensity
of their feelings—but clinically ex-

fensive battle between the Knights

and theTrojans in Carrickfergus, but

it was decided by the reliable combi-
nation of Adam Devenny passing to

receiver Paul McKillop who chalked

up two scores and kicked the points

after to win by 14-8.

Surprise of the day came at the
Trinity/DCU game where the new
boys from Trinity beat DCU Saints
by 28-15. The Saints had made the
play-offs last year and looked set to
continue build on their success, but
theTrinity team, who moved up from
the developmentleaguetocompete
in their first full season, have worked
hard to create a competitive team.

Irish Champions, the UL Vikings
took on another new arrival to the
IAFL in the form of University Col-
lege Dublin (UCD). The Vikings
were comfortable 56-0 winners, but
Dublin boys were not dismayed.
Head Coach John Collins said “This
was nottheresultthatwe had hoped
for but we realise that the IAFL is
a very competitive league and the
Vikings are determined to be cham-
pions again.’

TheVikings will represent Ireland
in the Atlantic Cup in June. This is

a European Federation of Ameri-
can Football (EFAF) sanctioned

competition that will feature the

national champions of Belgium, Ire-
land, Luxembourg and Netherlands.
Theinaugural competition was held

in Brussels in 2009, and will be held

at Belfield, Dublin over the weekend

of the 26-27th June, 2010.

Loughran Voted
Director of Flag
Football for EFAF

The EFAF general assembly met
on March 13, 2010 in Frankfurt’s
Rémer last month.

Among the board members the
general assembly voted in for the
next four years, is Director of Flag
Football, Greg Loughran from Ire-
land. He is the first Irishman to hold
a position on the Board.

The general assembly also ap-
proved the full membership ap-
plications of Turkey and Belarus
and elevated Luxembourg from its
association member status to a full
member. EFAF now has 23 full mem-
bers, one associate member and six
nations as temporary members.

plained that the vote was necessary
to restore public confidence in im-
migration enforcement.

good Catholics would even have to
confess, except for the occasional
swear word. The movie was called

Yet Obama did not prioritize the “Once” and it is little known, but

issue last year. To permanently af-
fix the growing Latino vote to the
Democratic coalition, he needed
to call consistently for Congress to
pass immigration reform. Instead,
theissue gotabriefmention nearthe
end of his State of the Union speech,
and Democrats are getting cold feet
ahead of the midterm elections.

In its first year, the Obama ad-
ministration was on track to deport
some400,000immigrants—farmore
than during George W. Bush's last
year in office. On the anniversary
of Obama’s inauguration, Hoy, the
Spanish-language newspaper in
Chicago, ran a full-page picture of
the president on its cover under the
headline “Promesa Por Cumplir’
(“Unkept Promise”). The sense of
betrayal among Latinos—especially
immigrants—is palpable, just as it
was after Obama’s 2006 vote on the
border fence.

As president, Obama has followed
the cerebral strategy that increased
enforcement will win support for
immigration reform. Butif thereisno
serious progress on the issue, many
disillusioned Latinos will stay home
in November. Others will decide that
because Democrats can‘t deliver on
immigration reform, they might as
well vote Republican on the values
issues. Depressed Latino turnoutin
lllinois may well cost the Democrats
the Senate seat that Obama once
held.

Andifthe Democratsare cowardly
onimmigrationwhentheyhavelarge
majorities in the House and Senate,
how will they feel after taking some
losses in November? What will
Obama’s 2012 campaign promise to
Latinos be? “Trust me on immigra-
tion reform. This time | really mean
it"? He might as well say adios to
those electoral college votes.

Obama must lead the charge
for immigration reform by telling
Americans the truth: that tough, fair
and compassionate immigration
reform is necessary for America’s
economy and national security, and
not just for Latino voters. He must
also, somehow, convince Latinos that
he really does feel their pain.

Thewriter,acommunity organizer
in Chicago since 1977, is executive
director of the lllinois Coalition for
Immigrant and Refugee Rights. His
e-mail address is jhoyt@icirr.org.
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The Universal Language

| went to a rather unusual movie
recently.

It was unusual because there was
no sex or violence or anything we

critically acclaimed.

In essence, the story is about two
complete strangers, one Irish and
one Czech, who meet on a Dublin
street and forge a bond because of
theirmutuallove ofand commitment
to music.

Throughoutthemovie,anodd mix
of characters come together, bond
and blend their talents through the
universal language of music. It was
one of those movies that makes you
feel strangely good about having
seen it.

In thinking about the movie, |
was taken by the extraordinary gift
that is music. Even when language
separates, music unites. The hero
plays a beat-up old guitar and sings
sad dirges of love lost. The heroine
playsMendelssohnonthe pianowith
gifted fingers. They recognize the
beautyineach other'ssongand they
blend their talents to make the song
even richer.

And somewhere along the way, it
made me thing that religion is sup-
posed to do the same thing.

The moral core thatis our essence
is also the essence of most religions
throughout the world. Our under-
standing of a just and loving God
transcends the depth of our human
understanding and calls us to unite
in our love for one another. That call
is not the singular call of Christianity.
Virtually every religion in the world
is based on thatsingle premise --that
our earthly world is made more per-
fectthrough ourlove and caringand
commitment to each other.

Jews, Buddhists, Hindus, Chris-
tians and Muslims all believe in the
inherentgoodnessofmanandsearch
for a way to a more perfect life of
peace and harmony. They all strain
for peace and for the fellowship of

human kind.

So why can't religion act as a uni-
fierinstead of a divider in our world?
If music can provide musicians with
a universal language of beauty and
harmony, why can't our belief in
peace, our commitment to lead ethi-
calandmorallivesand ourdedication
to the love of humanity serve the
same function? Why does religion,
instead, serve to divide the people of
our country and of the world?

Why do people kill in the name
of their God?

Beliefs may, and do, vary. Bud-
dhists seek nirvana. Hindus seek
the ways of action and of wisdom.
Christians are commanded to love
oneanother.OurJewishbrothersand
sisters embrace not just a religion,
but a way of life to guide themona
moral path. Muslims are also seek-
ingeternalrewardthroughpeaceand
ethical life.

But repeatedly throughout his-
tory, these major religions of the
world have beenusedastoolstoturn
peopleagainstoneanother.Jewsand
Arabs kill each other over a patch
of desert. Muslims kill Muslims in
Iraq because of slight differences
in religious belief. Christians and
Catholics have killed each other for
centuriesinNorthernlreland.Hindus
and Sikhs kill each other on the In-
dian sub-continent.This prostitution
of religious belief to feed war and
death and destruction is a sad and
heinous perversion of what we are
called to be.

Strange, isn'tit, that we never see
blues musicians at war with classi-
cal musicians? Rock and roll artists
never fight with jazz players. Music
is a universe unto itself. Music is
whatreligionissupposedtobe.Steve
Banko

Should you have any comments,
suggestions or questions please fee
free to contact me at 312 534 8445
or sliabhanoir@yahoo.com.

Siﬁm I:enlqrmBit

a Spaamy Fanl, Dot el Solisll Fees & Sapp Comspeiitioes
Enferiainment for AN

Walch NFL, NBA, MLB, GAA Fonibafl &
Hyrfing Here on our Blg Screen TV

Spriny Special - ALL DAY
Al Bamextic Boars (Bal $2 25

M Imnperiod Bsars $1.25
Afec Check Ouwr Dally Specials

713-5495-2033
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A Choirde:

Chicogo Goeic Park 5 an organization
that has been conceived, bult, operahed
ond mointained through he ueelish efforks
af vantesrs. There & no way a not-or-poi
oonimtion such @ Goelc Pork con meet
ther mssion and gook without the conibu-
tion of volurmeasrs

L voluntesrs come in ol hapes ond sees
with each ane binging ciferent hak-
enk and obilities. Working fopether
they bing the dream of Goelic Pork

sgnillcont comnbufions by hundreds
of imdes people. Whether highly
skiled technicons or “weeksnd wor- #
nor” loborers, ther hard work bt
Goelic Parkc

one poup of vobnteers donaies
ther fime and effads af Gaekc Pork
mamy doys a week These volunieen
wortk many hows on e mante-
mance and epas o owr fockies
Genaaly, ther efforfs o foken :
ﬁrgm’red Hennﬂ-.rﬂﬂimedm ’rhei'le
ciean condiion of our faciines ord oo o
qive a ot of hought 1o the amourt of fime
ond enemy thot goes inlo ik wpkeep. Doeo-
sorclly. ther efforks ore recognized by such
oonimtions of e Cily of Ook Forest, who
has ecopnied Goelic Pork with numemnus
beoutifl cotion oworks.

Clvr people volumeer to the pperdlion
of Goelc Pork in more imiled, bul equally
impariont fashion. Evers such as our ish
Festival on Memonol Doy weesksnd, relored
on Pomxde, Hentage ond Harvest Dy, ored
the xie of mffie ickefs ae occomplished
THhrowgh the efforts of danaled fime.

Frolly. Goelic Pork & governed By a yolun-
teer boord of civectors. Thess are not honor-
any poahons, but service podtons. The diec-

torz poticipate n al of the foregong efforks
e weal o georediren ] of oo “on

Rar ToRaE WA mpraalmmam rgy

duly™ al the feslival. GAA gomes and Irelored
on Pamde. They ako abend momhly meet-
ings and support all of he events.

Hovig o boord of 30 diecions supses

mamy peoplie. They camot magine a group

mbﬂuﬂu‘iﬂ'li‘mmlhnr The et of e

AP mamgar  Ew L mm

mﬂﬁs.wftwe hmlﬂhud ey and heot-
ed dscussions, we have olways drown fo-
gether al the end of ony debale. The secret
& very ample; the boomd members respect
each olher becouse ey now thal each
and every one hos Goeic Pork's best imer-
it at heart.
Sincemly. John C. Grillin, Presidend

The “Antrim Bench” seen only at Gaefic Park!

'ﬂ‘lﬂt:mni?.ﬁm You me"

Censaippcal mops of ieland can be
yewed N mory Feh ond ih-Amencon ei-
TobhEhmens aoud Chicagolond. Goalic
Park has one pubide the Celtic Boom. I your
armome & O Moley you would decover thort
the O Molley raame & very Common in Coun-
Ty Many and ¥ your aamome & Mclowghlin
chances are your formiy orignaly come flom
Counly Donegal

For hundreds of years ith families were
bom. ved and died in a smoll gepgraphic
area ond thi foct hod profound nivences
economicaly ond culiumlly. The experks il
us that s phenomenon hos chonped dim-
mahicolly in he sl 50 yeors | have remxd thord
on averpe, AMeRcarns MOYe vy 7 yers
The ird queshion on ish person will ask you B
what county you ore from, Eguing thal the

Fmnusosr By Heerd re soackeey 1wl heockhear § sowoes Hoo

Al Bl Fhd D ERAR w“l TN L LT H'l.ﬂ.ﬂl Hl Far
queshoneran inide mowledae of yoor chor-
acter. The next question will be whal port of
that courty ore you from, goining =ven mone
imraiable Teght. There ae numemus oc-
tive Counly Asncioolions in I.’:h::ugu Eemy,

Chre, Golaay, Moo and mony more whene
members shr.n: iher commpn background
and poalicipate in vanous aclivilies hogether.
| e altended and enjoyed many Done-
gol Asocotion even aver The yeoes, o nght
beskowed upon me throwgh mamage.

TheGoelic Athleic Aanciafion [ZAA) over-
sees owr nofionol gomes of huding, footboll,
camape and hondbal, which are ol piayed
by omoteuss al the club ond cownty
level. The possion ond zedal of he por-
ficiponts ore a holimork of our notional
gome: ond ths possion & derived fom
the fact thot the ployers ae bom n ond
represent o amall QEopmpEC region
whose fomilies ae imkerhsined n every
wixy_In Chicogo terms, think of the 5=
vi Cubs with al the ployvers bom an
the Horth  or South Sde of the cily. Br-
ery county in Irekond has T own ol
which ore very visble on 55 Palick’s
Dy and al telecosls of GAA gomes on
Sundoys in the sSUMMMEer.

Lost yeor of Goelic Pork, Todgh
O’ Belly. our popukor bor morsoger sicart-
ed a ::umpeﬂ'nrl for Enl.rlhr Benches ond

0 II:.I II.F l...EI.IIIIr [ll:llli.rﬂ rl.l'l: DI:I:I'I (=4 gy
peled with moe under cosnction. The
Counly Benches oe beoutifl exomples of
workmonship, mapginotion ond ode ond
are very populr for photo opporonities ond
s cormversalion pieces. There ore Busimbions
on mary of the benches of the londmorks
which are unicpue ko each courtdy. For exam-
ple, Gont's Cowseway in Anlim ar Bunabty
Catle n imexick and the benches ore den-
filed by the Inshed colors. Mony benches
dapioy the county crest which reloies 1o o
unicue hislorcol or peogrophical chorocter-
ishic aof that counlby.

The benches will be on display al Goeic
Park over the summer manites ond Wil be
wsed o meelng points duing iish Fest on
Memoiol weekend. At the frme of wriling.
Goelic Pork hos benches Fom Corke Limes-
ick, Keny. Tipperary, Movo, Gahway, Kiken-
ny. Wexford, Dublin ond Aniime There are
rmay reasons fo vEi Gaelc Paric the County
Benches offer one very unue recsnn. Whie
pepple of kish descent are nghtiy prowd of
the coundy of ther birth, Goelc Pork’s suc-
ces & founded upon Eecognizng whal we
have in comman, ow Games, Music, Donce,
Draoma and our commitment ho fomiby. | ook
forward o meeiing you al the Dubin bench
on Memonal weeksnd.

Sncerely. Jokn Devilt, echy

izoelc Handball Chub

Al ot the sun B shiningg ond that meors
oy one Thng! Outdpor Fand bole

Gonelc hondbol club hod onother exciing
monthe The shake sngies ond doubies were
held of the YMCA in Desploines. 5ean Cone
nEI-.r ard Bemie CFSulrran won the doubies
in the mosiers diveion. The pnmes fan every
weekend at Bver Lok Golif and Bocguet
ciub i Orlored Pork

The dub holds s onmual handboll toumo-
ment ot the end of Apil

I you wanit ho foke poet get your gioves on

Z
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and sioet proclicing. 1 you woukd Bee
to ieam e gome or brng your chi-
dren ko parficipoke please coll edher
Jomes Cooke /8257047 o Colm
Connolly 530-935-3722

Gueen Contest
The 2004 Chr
cago Goelic: Park
Gueen  conlest
wos held on Sun-
oy, February
28th at the Celic
Supper. The judg-
= had a dificult
cephonol group of poung Wwormen.
The ZH0 Gueen & Klleen MoClowry
fabove) from Fronkdort, BinoE. Kleen
& O student altending Moaine Yaley
. She Finvalved in theahe, donce:
ard Enging (she absolutaly loves 1o
sng). Killeen & siudying o become
an elemeniory chod eacher.
Megan Mooney & e st un-
ner up In the Gueen's Court. She &
from Homer Glen, 1L and & a shudert
ol Frovidence Catholc High School.
Megaon has foveded 0 Burope ond
wos a volrtesr al the Sotvockor Dol
Museum inSpain. She had the unigue
oo unity 1o hove on audience with
he Pope in Bome_ Mepan has o pos-
sion for running and plays ish foctbol
for the Bin Rovers ond 5t Jovlalih's.
she & a member of the Augusiron

L

" _MAY.28, 29

Youth Mty ond hos poriicipated n
Halxtat for Humarily.

We congoiuake these two ine
young women o they mepresent
Goelic park ot the many fesivilies
ond evers in the peor abheod.

Goelic Athletic Asmn [GAA)

X Jdorioith 'y Yool

The 5t. Jarbath’s Youth Goelic Footbal
ond Huring ciubs 2010 senson & upon
us and regisimbion has beqgun! We wel-
come boys ond oils fom ages 515 to

| come out and be a pord af an ieh ho-

diion. Al skl levelk o= encouoged
o ploy. Cur annual GAA Foatbal ond
Huriirgg Cornp will be held June 14-18 ot
Chicogo Goelic Pore. The comps ae
Tought by cerfified cooches, ond are
siructured so that a different ospect of
the gome & worked on eoch day. |
wil be on ocion pocked
and fum led week of oc-
fivil  CHher uvpcoming
evenk wil be ouwr anmol
Pub Guir on Sofuckay,
Apil 3nd at 7330 at Chico-
go Goeic Pork, ol sove
the dalke &r o 18 o
rual ol outing which wil
be held on Sotuckay, Moy
8h ot Odymey Courry
Chub i Triey Poxke For
rore iforrreafion vidt our
websike, www chicopost-
joroths.com

Conal Gallen Concart

Performing al Goelic Park on F+-
day, Apd 15, Doors open at fpm,
with the show beginning al 8pmo
Tickehk ae §25

Donegal bom Gallen & the ast-
esl s=ling comedian with all of hs
concerks selling oult n aovance.
He has been perfomming al over
the world for over 25 years. Gal-
len wos voted Best bsh Comedian
and Best Wsh Comedian in the UK
at the Fsh World Awards, has 25
albums recomed and meleased.
Conal Gaolen will have you in
stikches from start to #nish and, as
one chfic says ~ With Conal Gal-
len you get exocty what ifs soys...
Doubled-over belly lughier fll the
tears un down your face.”

i

Sunday Celfic Supper
Celfic Supper s hosted almost every
Sundoy, Movember 1 through Moth-
ers Day. It a deficious, ol food buf-
fet, all vou con eal, served from 4pm
tofpm. A cosh bor B also ovallable.
Music ond dancng confinues unfl
Ppm. Costis $15 for adulfs ond §9 for
children 17 ond undier. Reservations
requesked, especially for ke por-
ties. Upcoming enferioinment:
4f4- o Cullen (special boster rate
of $21 for adults; 11 for childinen)
411 1: Seon O Donnell
418 Joln Cllon
475 Genmd Haughey
Goelic Park Playerz
Spring Mlay Starh in Apiil
The Polck Peoexs Moke!

Scheduled show dokes o
Fidoys Apt ¥ 14 & 73 - Bpm
Sahsdays Apr 10 17 & 24 - Bpm
Sowrhoeys Apri 11, 18 & 25 - 3pm

Thi E a dinmerfiheaine matnee
al a speckal pice.  Reservahorns

| are regured and con be made

by caling the office ot 708-537-
T3

- Bandos byme e moyor of
Dosegal, joma e Creor komildy on
Mol 14 offer Sundloy Waose.  Tha
manihly Moas ono Eneokionl o el
he sscond Susdoy of e mronkh
mkmfing 1 Do

INMEMORIAL WEEKEND

|

“Chicago Gaelic Park

ADMISSION INGLUDES

ALL STAGES, EVENTS AND SHOWS
PLUS PARNING AND URLIMITED CARNIVAL RIDESS

Daily Pass

ALL 4 DAYS
ONLY $30

www.ChicagoGaelicPark.org

- $12 Adults
- $10 Adults 65+, Kids 12 & under
- FREE: Children 3 and under

Most Credt Cards and PeyPal Accepied

T}_'J Lk

30, 31, 2010

yH|HEADL

L]

.'I.i-i.‘ i
: k- b ah I-'-
|

THE FENIANS

Irifiniity, The Sandcarears, Tomrry Gocdwin & Sharon, ™ Heawven, The Kreellers, Annetie Griffin,
Moel Casaidy, Paddy Haman & Friends, & MANY MORE!

Dancing Compstitions, Theatre, Gaslic Feotball, Exhibits, Refreshmentsa,
Shopping, Fres Parking, Contests & FUN FOR EVERYONE!

w5 Ta e

SCAEANING ORPHANS

| 18 HATH & ¥y, : o : Wl g=1s P
TOB-6B8T-0323 » www.ChicagoGaelicPark.org

[N E. T

Sponeoresd by Chioage Gaslko Park (A Not-for-Froitt Orgainkation). Sohedofe subfect fo ofvange.
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The

Irish Rover
By James McClure

A Yarn About Molly the Collie

It was a particularly bitter Janu-
ary night a few weeks back when |
pulled into the Richmond, lllinois
post office desperate to find a check
in my postal box. The good news is
the checkwasthereafterasixmonth
wait, the bad news is my vehicle's
fuel pump fumed its last in the sub-
zero windchill and my walk home
from the stalled vehicle was colder
than my frosty economic situation.

The dwindling numbers in my
bank account soon gaverise to con-
cerns about the freezing cold of a
sleeting snow storm. As| pressed on
through the drifts down Mill Street |
couldbarelysee,butsomehowabove
the frozen roar of Winter I heard the
bright lilting sound of Irish music.

It seemed like a mirage, despite
being on the same street as Doyle’s
Irish Pub. But I'd never heard any

SPECTALIZING
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OF COUNTRYSIDE
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* Checking Accounts
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» Debit Cards with Cash Rewards
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# SBC Online Statements
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* Certificates of Deposit
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Irish music coming from there as it
favors the country and rock-a-billy
crowd.

And like most businesses this
nightinquaintRichmond, itwasshut
up against the worst of Wisc-inois
weather just south of the border on
usS. 12,

They say you getwarmjust before
youfreezetodeath.ldon'tremember
anything about Irish set
pieces or a lilting fiddle.

The music grew in
volume and warmth as
| slipped and scuffed
across the street astride
the frozen Nippersink
River. A glow from a
twostoryhomeand shop
was a welcome beacon
as | headed for the door
undertheswingingwhite
sheep silhouette sign of
the Wool, Warp & Wheel
Fiber Arts Studio.

| barely had time to
hurriedly shut the door
before a small mass of
fur and pointed ears
leapt up at my feet with
a resounding WOOF-
WOOF! The dog at my
feet having made her
presenceknown, pointed
her ears and stared at me sideways
as her master called me to the back
of the warm and bright yarn shop.

“Come on back, sit by the fire, tell
me of your journey here,"welcomed
owner Rob Cetner.”| see Molly has
approved you. Coffee, cider, perhaps
some tea? We have several flavors
here and the water’s hot."

Somewhere between running
the gauntlet of exotic multicolored
yarns and wooden spinning con-
traptions, | followed trotting Molly
to a puffing iron hearth fireplace, a
cozy stove and a cozier set of chairs
where bespectacled and be-vested
Rob offered the most welcome time
warp welcome since Badger letToad
take domestic shelter in the spooky
wintry forest of Kenneth Grahame’s
The Wind in the Willows. “Ci-ci-cider
please!” | stammered out as Molly
took her place between Roband me
beneathantiquewoodenbeams,and
myowncertaintythatlhadsomehow
fallen halfway between an Alice-like
wonderland and a episode of The
Twilight Zone.

insert MOLLY HEARTH here

Thedoghad to hold the key as to
whetherlwasinthe best of company
or the strangest of circumstances.

“You said Molly approved me?!" |
asked as Rob poured a warming
beverage from a quaint tea potand
the border collie began playfully
bouncing a ball off my frozen toes
to play fetch with.

“Oh yes, we have a simple rule
here... youdon'tgetin here unless
Molly approves of you."Warming to
theidea that | not only had a genu-
ine column in the making but also
a genuine bit of Irish Americana, |
snapped a shot of Molly at my feet
and before the hearth.

Insert MOLLY here
“In seven years she’s only failed

toallow three people by”One of the
firstwasateenager.Thatwas thefirst
yearRobandwife Pennyhad opened
the establishment originally built
in 1843 as a farm implement repair
shop, and since had gone under vari-
ous namesand guisesas the Duke of
Windsor bar and The Thirsty Turtle.
“We found out later that some locals
had been beaten and robbed by a
group of teenagers.”

So not just the shop but Molly
is magical as well. The Irish border
collie holds court on customers in
avast collection of sweaters, scarfs,
shawls, socks, pillows and blankets
that are yet to be. Wool, Warp and
Wheel, you see... caters to the knit-
ting crowd.

“"Ourtypical customerisaworking
woman.We do not sell products off
the Internet or by mail order. You
can't see true colors on a computer

out Irish history the working people
made their own clothes that have
become classics like Irish fisherman
sweaters that are so popular today.
This is a place where you can learn
how they are truly made and do it
yourself as they did. We want to
teach these forgotten traditions so
they continue.

It's clear that old traditions spin a
new way of doing busi-
ness. “We always call
people to the back of
the shop... and then
let them shop their way
out,"says Cetner with a
slight smile and a dose
of German pragmatism.

“Our is an extension of
our living room, and we
like to have companyall
the time’

As | tossed the ball
back and forth to Molly
and savored my cider,
Rob gave me a further
history lesson and a
sidelight on Irish appar-
el authenticity. “People
going over to Ireland
hoping to get authentic
woolen wear will be
hard pressed to find it.
Very few mills are left
and fewer who recall the knitting
styles”

Molly’s instincts for herding
sheep would have no usein Ireland
today, Rob notes.

Searching for sheep fibers are as
easy here as also finding yak, alpaca,
New Zealand possum and American
Bison.

As Rob talks and weaves there is
a common thread of friendship and
faith. On their website the Cetners
speak of a prayerful vision of finding
their own homey commercial space
with stone walls and a fireplace.

The yellow house on Mill Street fits
both the bill and a Scripture they
claim. “We claimed God’s promise
in Jeremiah 29:11-12.We are where
He wants us to be and He’s listen-
ing when we bring our requests and
concerns before Him.”

If the answer is truly Jeremiah'’s

monitor or feel the fiberina catalog.” “For | know the plans | have for you,

Rob points out that most women
today have skipped a generation or
twoandforgotten howto make their
own clothes as theirgrandmother or
great grandmother did.

This is a place you can learn for
free. “Coffee’s hot and the help is
always free. This is the difference
betweenashopandastore.Youdon't
get this at WalMart.’

With customers from five states
and fibersfrom seven countries, Rob
knows many knitting traditions in-
cluding those of Ireland. “Through-

declares the LORD, plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future. Then
you will callupon me and come and
pray to me, and | will listen to you,”
then God heard my prayer that cold

night as He looked down through

the snow storm, and through aniice

glazed window pane ,on two men

and a playful dog safe, warm, and

prosperous before the richness of

new conversation, and an old cast

iron stove.

IrishRoverJim@aol.com.



April 2010

IRISH AMERICAN NEWS

”We've Always Been Green!”

27

1dR

diping It In

Jack Baker

No sooner had | submitted my
column last month, info showed up
about a second big Pipe Band Blow-
out. The first big pipe Band dance
this month is in the Erin Room at
the Irish American Heritage Center
on Saturday, 10 April, and features
the Chicago Celtic Pipe Band and
the City of Chicago Pipe Band, two
bands you'll definitely want to see
and hear.

The second Pipe Band dance
this month will be at the
Lake County Fairgrounds
in Crown Point, IN (less
than an hour’s drive from
our store in Villa Park).
This dance is sponsored
by the Pipes and Drums of
the Lake County Sheriff’s
Department.There are also
no fewer than five other
bands playing there too.
Culver Military Academy
Pipe Band, Fort Wayne Po-
lice Band, Heather &Thistle
Pipe Band, Band of Brothers
Pipe Band and Northwest
Indiana Pipe Band will all
be performing, as well as
the Mayer School of Irish Dance.
This will be my third year vending
at this dance and we always have a
great time there. Admission is $10
at the door and food & drink will
be provided. Getting there is a snap,
take I-65 South to the Crown Point
exit,headintotowntothecourthouse
squareand go Southfromthe square
to the fairgrounds. Plenty of parking,
food, funandbagpipes.Startsat 5pm
and goes till 10pm. Yeah, it's a haul,
but it's worth the trip. We always go
early and have lunch in one of the
restaurants in Crown Point, then hit
the antique shops before we set up.

Lots of New Releases

Got a box in the mail this week
from our friends in Kila, always a
good thing because there’s always
new and amazing recording from
this most innovative Irish Band.
This box was no exception because
it contained three new releases. First
was Kila's newest CD, titled Soisin.
This CD is described by the band as
a collection of “slower, more reflec-
tive melodies”and that saysitall. It's
lovely, soothing, and beautiful, with
all of Kila’s expert musicianship. |
putthisoninthe shop todayand just
let it play. Music to untie knots by.

The second new CD from Kila is

a two CD set titled The Best of Kila
and it certainly is that. It contains
tracks from 11 of their recordings
plus one original track. A couple of
the tracks are from some of their out
of print CDs. | have to say though,
that if you've ever wanted a good
overview of Kila's work, here itis, 25
cuts that will give you a good idea of
the genius that is Kila.

Thethird new CD that popped out
of the Kila package is one I've re-

FTHE BEST Ol
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ally been looking forward to hearing.
Eoin Dillon, uilleann piper with Kila,
has released his second CD titled
The Golden Mean. Ably assisted
by Steve Larkin on fiddle & viola,
Desmond Calahan on guitar, and
Frank Tate on bouzouki & mandolin,
Eoin sparkles on pipes and whistles.
This totally instrumental recording
contains some of the finest uilleann
piping I've ever heard, traditional yet
contemporary and innovative. It will
appeal to a broad spectrum of Irish
music fans.
Anothernewtreatthatcameinthe
mail recently was the CD Ennis by
Maureen and Karen Ennis. Another
delicious duo from Canada, they
were formerly known as“The Ennis
Sisters”until their sister Teresa left to
pursue a solo career.The two sisters
arepolished performerswhoselovely
voicesblendtogetherinthatwaythat
is only accomplished by folks sing-
ing together all their lives. They both
sing beautifully, and Maureen plays
a mean guitar, while Karen accom-
panies on whistle. 'm not always a
big fan of original songs but | make
an exception for Ennis. Their songs
arebrightand cleverandfunandI'm
already singing along to some when
| play the CD.These two ladies have
created a must-have recording here,

and | can't wait to see them live.

Last, but certainly not least new
release is another new gem from
Compass Records. Seems like every
column I'm raving about great new
CDs from this label and frankly, |
am. This one is from that highly
talented young group Téada, and is
called Ceol & Cuimhne or Music &
Memory, | like that they put the title
in Irish and English. The albumis all
instrumental and traditional, full of
fire and joy. | was particularly taken
with the 7th track where the band
is joined by the marvelous harper
Grainne Hambly. These guys have
put out four CDs so far and each
one has beenagem.Thisis certainly
music to remember.

Festival News

The Springfield Illi-
nois Highland Games
have been moved from
the state fair grounds to
Chatham, ILand they will
take placeonSaturday, 15
May. More info to come,
| hope.

The Oshkosh Wiscon-
sin Irish Fest will be held
this year on Friday, Sat-
urday & Sunday, the 11th,
12th & 13th of June. This
oneshould not be missed.
Already the lineup of tal-
ent is striking, Gaelic
Storm will be back, and
the show will be bigger and better.
We had more fun up there last year,
and we're expecting the same this
year. Drive time is less than two
hoursfrommyhouse, certainlyworth
the trip.

Rumor has it that there is a new
Irish Fest planned for Villa Park, IL
to take placein August. Naturally I'm
excited about this, sincel can walk to
thefestivalsite. Plansare beingmade
as | type, so | don't have too much
concretetoreportbutsavethesecond
weekend for a short drive (or walk) to
VillaPark. The planning committee is
working hard on this one, but more,
much more, to follow.

Finally, | want to thank Tim Mc-
Donnell, Kathy O'Neill, Kathy Kelly,
andalltherest of the crew at the Irish
American Heritage Centerfor all their
hardworkand successatcreatingthe
finest Saint Patrick’s Day celebration
I've ever seen and participated in. It
waswonderful,andyoualldidagreat
job.Makes me proudtobeamember
of that fine organization. Slainté.

You can find me at the shop, Ram-
pant Lion Celtic Traders, 47 S, Villa
Ave. in Villa Park, or call at 630-834-
8108 oremail at pipingitin@comcast.
netlthank God for the great people
| come in contact with because of
this paper.

Wisconsin News

Concerts at Milwaukee'’s ICHC

Myserk, an exciting new Mil-
waukee musical quartet, will
performinthe Parlour of thelrish
Cultural and Heritage Center,
2133 W. Wisconsin Ave., Milwau-
kee, on Friday, April 9, at 7:30pm.
Comprised of four innovative

Myserk

instrumentalists steeped in tra-
ditional music, Myserk includes
Asher Gray, Randy Gosa, and
Devin McCabe who are well-
known to area audiences as the
band “Ce” along with veteran
flute player Brett Lipshutz.

The quartet draws from di-
verse musical cultures to create
highly textured arrangements
of traditional and modern tunes
on flutes, fiddle, concertina, and
guitar. Myserk balances an inter-
estinthe unconventional with a
deeprespectforthetime-honored
forms on which their music is
based. Admission to the concert
is $10. For more information, call
(414) 332-8521.

April Verch Band
at ICHC on April 17

Canadian fiddler, step dancer
and singer April Verch will re-
member her father’s advice,”"Nev-
er forget where you came from,”
whensheandherband performin
the Hallamor at the Irish Cultural
and Heritage Center on Saturday,
April 17, at 7:30pm.

Verch will also teach two all-
agesworkshops at the ICHC prior
tothe concert. Afiddle workshop
isscheduledfrom2-3:30pmanda
dance workshop from 3:30-5pm.
She teaches at the well-known
Mark O’Connor String Camp in
New York.

In concert, Verch evokes the
spiritand foot-stomping energy
of the settlers of the old lumber
camp halls in Ontario’s Ottawa
Valley where she was born. She

melds the influences of those
Irish, Scottish, French, German
and Polish settlers with bluegrass,
folk and jazz for a unique style
that has led to her emergence as
a top female artist in the roots
music genre.

Millions of people around the
world were able to experience
that spirit whenVerch performed
during the Opening Ceremony
of the 2010 Winter Olympics in
Vancouver, British Columbia, on
Feb.12.

Free, pre-concert music willbe
provided by Milwaukee acoustic
duo Frogwater in the ICHC's
Quinlan Pub from 6:30-7:15pm.

Reserved seat tickets are $13
in advance and $15 the day of
the show. Forinformation and to
register for workshops, call (262)
370-3686.

Chris Norman
Ensemble on April 23

The Chris Norman Ensemble
will bring to life the energetic
dance music of Maritime Canada,
Scotland and Ireland when they
performinthe Parlour of thelrish
Cultural and Heritage Center on
Friday, April 23, at 7:30pm.

Norman, recognized as one
of the finest flute players in the
world, plays the wooden flute
rather than the orchestral silver
flute. A similar playable flute was
found ina 9,000-year-old archeo-
logical dig and is considered the
world’s oldest surviving musical
instrument.

Tickets for the April 23 concert
are $12 at the door. For more in-
formation, call (414) 332-8521.

For information on Parlour
concerts as well as the Hallamor
music series and other events at
the ICHC, visit www.ichc.net or
call (414) 345-8800.
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Healy Law
Martin J. Healy, Jr.

wEricr Poriner
Ty ,
Ui Heary Law Firs

Thisis the next of a series of columns on how the law can impact your life.
Each month we will focus on various aspects of the law relating to personal
injuries, those thathappen both on-the-joband otherwise, includingmishaps
which occur in driving vehicles, using products and receiving medical care.
The column will also respond to legal questions relating to personal injury
that are sent to us.

The Healy Law Firm is comprised of eight trial attorneys, two of whom
are from Ireland. We are located downtown at 111 West Washington Street,
Suite 1425, Chicago, lllinois 60602 (800-922-4500 or 312-977-0100). www.
HealyLawFirm.com.The firm concentrates in the representation of injured
victims of all types of accidents.

Readers are encouraged to call or write with questions concerning per-
sonal injury law.

The Facts Behind Medical Malpractice “Reform”

Last month, we discussed the decision of the Supreme Court of lllinois
invalidating caps on non-economic damage awards in medical malpractice
cases. The Court’s decision, the third time it has found damage caps un-
constitutional, noted that a jury must decide the amount of damages on a
case-by-case basis, and that the trial judge who hears the case must decide

Colm Toibin’s Book, Brooklyn is Spring
2010 One Book, One Chicago Selection

The Chicago Public Library has
chosen ColmTdibin’saward-winning
novel,Brooklyn,asthe 18th selection
for Chicago’s city-wide book club
One Book, One Chicago.

Colm Téibin’s beautifully written
and compelling novel, Brooklyn, is
set within the backdrop of both a
small Irish village and a bustling
1950s Brooklyn. Readers will fall
in love with Toibin’s writing as well
as his rich characters. They will be
drawn into the story of a young Irish
woman finding her wayinastrange
new land.

One Book, One Chicago began
in the fall of 2001, to encourage all
Chicagoans to read the same book
at the same time, and discuss a great
piece of literature with friends and
neighbors.

As a special feature, author Colm
Téibin joins Commissioner Mary
Dempsey on April 21, in conversa-
tionabouthislifeand work, including
his thoughts about writing Brooklyn.
In addition, Chicago Public Library
librarians have created a resource
guide and will conduct book discus-
sionsacrossthecityatneighborhood
libraries.

In keeping with these technologi-
cal times, this spring One Book, One
Chicago offers an online discussion
forum, where readers from both Chi-
cago and Ireland will come together
for a virtual book club. Presented
with the Cuirt International Festival
of Literature at the Galway Arts

Center in Ireland, the online forum
can befoundatonebookonechicago.

‘Brooklyn |
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tumblr.com. Through April 30, a
different discussion topic will be
introduced each week by a “guest
blogger.” Contributors will include
Chicago writer Patrick Somerville
(The Cradle), actor Michael Patrick
Thorton and Library Commissioner
Mary Dempsey.

Brooklyn: On Stage and In Song
will be presented at the Irish Ameri-
can Heritage Center on April 11.

For complete information about
One Book, One Chicago and related
events, visit www.chipublib.org or
call (312) 747-4050.

on a case-by- case basis if a verdict is excessive.

Some have criticized the Court’s decision using the same arguments that
were usedtoinducethelegislature to pass damage capsin 2005.In thisarticle,
we will discuss these arguments and look at the statistics behind the argu-
ments. Many of the statistics discussed below were cited by a group of about
25 law and social sciences professors from colleges across the country who
filed a“friend of the court” brief in the Supreme Court opposing the caps.

Doctors Are Not Leaving lllinois

Oneofthe principalargumentsin support of capping medical malpractice
casesis that there is a“doctor flight” or“doctor exodus”from lllinois. Statisti-
cal data actually shows that lllinois has been gaining doctors and has never
seen adecrease in licensed doctorsin the over 40 years since the American
Medical Association began keeping such data. Even after the Supreme Court
struck down capsin 1976 and 1995 there was no“doctor flight”"from Illinois.
Instead, the number of doctors increased.

Significantly, lllinois has a higher rate of physicians per 100,000 residents
than nine of its neighboring states, each of which cap malpractice awards.

Neither the Number of Medical Malpractice Cases Nor
the Amount of Medical Malpractice Verdicts are Rising

Advocates of the cap also argue that the number of medical malpractice
suits filed and the amount paid to resolve malpractice cases have been on
therise. Contrary to these assertions, available data shows that in 2003, two
years before caps were imposed, the average jury award in medical malprac-
tice cases tried in Cook County dropped to a three-year low. From 1999 to
2003, the number of Cook County claims paid by ISMIE, the state’s largest
malpractice insurer, dropped from 220 to 160.

In lllinois’ southern Madison County, touted by cap advocates as a “ju-
dicial hellhole,"there were only 11 medical malpractice verdicts from 1996
to 2003. Only 4 verdicts were in favor of the plaintiff and only 1 of those
verdicts exceeded $1,000,000, awarding $1.8 million.

After the caps were imposed, ISMIE was called upon to support its claim
that the number of malpractice claims was on the rise. The reason for the
allegedincreasein claims turned out to be caused by the way the insurance
companies chose to report claims: prior to 2003, if one lawsuit was filed
againstaninsured doctorand aninsured clinic it was reported as one claim.
After 2003, the same scenario was reported as two claims. Why did insurance
companieschangetheirreporting methods? Apparently they wanted togive
the impression that lawsuits were increasing.

ISMIE also increased its claims reporting by including other “incidents”
suchaswhenadoctor’s medical records are subpoenaed, a doctor s subpoe-
naedtogiveadeposition,and whenadoctor self-reportsamedical erroreven
though no lawsuit is ever filed. In 2006, the lllinois Director of Insurance
ordered ISMIE to cease categorizing such contacts as claims.

At a November, 2005 hearing, ISMIE executives also admitted to the
Director of Insurance that they had no actual data to support their claims that
theamountofclaimpaymentswasincreasing. Instead, the datademonstrates
thattheaverage claim payment peakedin 2003 and has leveled offeversince.
Infact, the average claim payment, when it increases at all, increases below
the rate of medical inflation. In 2004, the year before caps were imposed,
claims payment was lower than both 2003 and 2002.

Medical Malpractice Claims Do Not Greatly
Increase the Cost of Healthcare

Many are concerned that medical malpractice claims, and the cost of
“defensive medicine”to avoid such claims, can cause an increase in the cost
of healthcare overall. However, the Congressional Budget Office (CBO)
foundin 2004 andagainin 2008 thatreducing medical malpracticeinsurance
premiums would have little, if any, effect on healthcare spending. In 2008,
the CBO characterized the effect as less than half a percent.
Turning to the concern over “defensive medicine,” the CBO found that
any evidence that “defensive medicine”increases the cost of healthcare is
“weak or inconclusive” and “at best ambiguous.”
The CBO's findings were further confirmed by the fact that malpractice
insurance rates for physicians in states with malpractice caps were virtually
the same as for physicians in states without caps.

Medical Malpractice Cases are Already Subject to
Significant Legislative Protection

Often absent from the debate surrounding medical malpractice caps is
thatin lllinois, medical malpractice cases are already subject to significant

legislative restrictions. For instance,
fees charged by a plaintiff's attorney
are restricted to certain maximums
unless a court allows for more. Fees
charged by defense attorneys repre-
senting a doctor or hospital are not
limited by statute or by courts.
Punitivedamages,damageswhich
areawarded when anindividual's or
corporation’s conduct is more than
justnegligent, but is willful and wan-
ton, are not allowed in any medical
malpractice claim under any circum-
stances. Finally, in order to even file
a medical malpractice lawsuit, an
injured plaintiff must attach areport
by a physician who has reviewed the
allegations and found that they have
merit. All of these provisions have
existed in lllinois for some time, and
have been found constitutional.

Georgia Acts On Its
Damage Cap

Itisinteresting to note that while
writing thisarticlethe Supreme Court
of Georgia considered that state’scap
on non-economic damages. That
Court, like the lllinois Supreme
Court, found that the determination
of damages rests “peculiarly within
the province of the jury. The right
to a jury trial includes the right to
have ajury determine theamount of
damages to be awarded to Plaintiff’
Georgia, like lllinois, found the caps
unconstitutional.

Conclusion

Whentheargumentsadvancedby
damage cap advocates are analyzed
with the actual statistical data, it is
clear that the data does not support
the arguments. Medical malpractice
cases already have unique restric-
tions and limitations unlike any
other personal injury lawsuit. Finally,
medical malpractice damage caps,
even if found constitutional, would
notresultin any significantlowering
of the cost of medicine. In a future
article, we will address insurance
industry reforms that can help to re-
duce medical malpractice premiums
for doctors.

By Martin Healy, Jr. and

Dennis M. Lynch (below).
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We Get Letters

Ireally don't know whereto start! |
wantto thank so many people for the
wonderful party held in my honourat
Chicago’s Gaelic Park last month.

| don't know why | was chosen
toreceive such an honour, butit was
very exciting!

As | walked into Gaelic Park the
first people | saw were some mem-
bers of the Emerald Society Pipe
and Drums. That, in itself was a
lovely surprise. Thank you guys and
gals for coming all the way from the
North Side to make a special evening
for me.

The next person | saw was Vincent
Casey and his two sons. Vincent had
his bagpipes with him. All this before
| took my coat off!

Aslwalked into the ballroom | was
greeted by our Irish Consul General,
Martin Ruaine, and our Vice Consul,
Tim O'Reilly. They presented me with
aletter from The Teasoiach of Ireland,
Brian Cowen - a very nice surprise.

Tom Meehanfound outlwasbeing
honored and told Cliff Carlson of Irish
American News that he had a hand-
written poem that Cormac O'Connell
had written after he met me several
years ago. Cormac writes for the Irish
Times, and has written several books.
Cliffframed the original poem written
on a scrap of paper. | want to thank
Tom, Cliff, and Cormac for that.

| want to thank Bill and Steve
from Fox News Channel 32 who
spenttheeveningcapturingtheevent
on video.

So many to thank. | hope | don't
forget any. | really want to thank Fr.
Michael Leonard, Cyril Regan, and
the entire Irish Immigrant Support
Group who put on this event, and for
inviting Cook CountyBoard President,
ToddStroger,whograciouslyattended
and honoured me as well for things
thatl had done over the years to help
the Irish in Chicago.

Master of Ceremonies was the one
and only, Sean Ginneally, producer
of Good Morning Ireland radio show
which is on Saturdays from 1:05 pm
to 3 pm.Thank you Sean and Bernie,
his partner on the show.

A lovely movie was shown to my
surprise, and it brought some of the
great memories back of the things
we have accomplished over the years.
| understand Jason Coleman put that
video together. Great job!

The evening went so fast with all
the excitement and Midnight came
too soon! But, before [ finish | want
to thank Gaelic Park for the lovely
food, and for putting my name onthe
evening menu. | want to say a special
thank you to Mary Johnson Gorski
for being such agood friend for many
years, and to her husband John for
picking me upand taking me to Gaelic

Park for the party.

Another big thank you to Danny
and Cathy Burke for taking me safely
home after spending a delightful
evening with many friends, old and
new, and an evening | will always
remember.

Let'snotforget Gerry Haugheyand
his band for some delightful music.

To all of you who came, and to all
of you who wanted to but couldn't, |
thank you very much!

Forgive meiflhave leftanyone out,
but | fear age has crept up on me!

Thank you all!
Maureen O’'Looney
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For The Republic

it b

Every single empire in its official dis-
course has said thatit is not like all the oth-
ers, that its circumstances are special, that
it has a mission to enlighten, civilize, bring
orderand democracy, and thatit usesforce
only as a last resort. And, sadder still, there
always s a chorus of willing intellectuals to
say calming words about benign or altruis-
tic empires: —Edward W. Said

IS IRELAND ANTI-U.S? In
recent years Irish-Americans visiting
Ireland come back commenting that
the Irish, once America’s greatest
admirers, are changing. Some vaca-
tionerswriteangry lettersattributing
near-treason to Ireland’s lessening
belief in the U.S. From, say, 1850
until the Celtic Tiger era many in
Ireland were partly supported by re-
mittancesfromtheirfamily members
inthe U.S.;anastounding generosity
onthepartoftheemigrantstowhom
therecipientswere notalonegrateful
but also grateful to the nation that
permitted immigrants to prosper.

THE 1798 RISING and subse-
quent ones were encouraged by the
U.S. overthrow of British rule.[i] Our
Founding Father’s writings always
inspired Ireland; our Declaration of
Independence is echoed in Ireland’s
Proclamation of Easter 1916.The U.S.
continued to inspire by expanding its
Bill of Rights to much of the world via
theGenevaConventions,theNurnberg
Tribunal standards, the UN., the Inter-
national Court in The Hague, etc.

SO, WHY do so many in Ireland
criticize the U.S.? Have Ireland’s
peoplechanged-orhave Americans?
Have you changed? Your family;
friends? A majority of Americans
now favor what started under Bush

- torture. Americans were once
among the most anti-torture people
on earth. We used to prosecute and
execute water-boarders and other
torturers. It is expressly prohibited
intheGenevaConventions.President
Reagan rightfully stated; “Nothing,
absolutely nothing, can excuse tor-
ture!” Ireland’s people admired the
U.S. that opposed torture; so how
can we expect themtoadmirea U.S.
thattortures? Where doyoustandon
torture? For, or Against? One cannot
support both policies; it's one or the
other, and Ireland loved the non-
torturing U.S. To the extent that we
still have a “government of, by, and
for, the people”what were you doing
whilewebecameatorturenation? Do
you support the U.S. Constitution as
citizenship requires of us or do you
consent to torture by your silence?

Chris Fogarty

ISRAEL'S GENOCIDE in Pales-
tine,anon-goinginternational scandal,
is funded by U.S. taxpayers, a fact
knowntotheworld.lhappentoknow
the extent to which Ireland’s people
oppose that genocide, and [ admire
them for it. Do you oppose it? Israel
managed to make accomplices of our
gov't only because of Americans’
consent through silence. We are all
patriots. Are you a patriot of the ear-
lier, non-genocidal U.S. or the current
one?They are mutually exclusive, so
we all must choose to be patriots of
one or the other.The chasm between
lawfulnessandgenocide(theSupreme
Crime) cannot be straddled. Ireland’s
peopleoppose thatgenocideand our
funding ofit; thus they evidently favor
what once were U.S. values. Does that
make them anti-U.S.?

OUR IRAQ WAR was a crime
from Day One. That is why some
15,000 Chicagoans marched in pro-
testalong Lake Shore Drive on Shock
and Awe night. We knew there were
no WMD, as did the whole world
excepting a minority of Americans.
The slaughter of 1.4 million Iraqis
to date horrifies the world; so why
would visitors to Ireland construe
opposition to U.S!s crimes as Anti-
American? And you: do you support
the traditional U.S. and its values, or
the current U.S. and its murder toll
of innocent Palestinians, Iraqis, Af-
ghans, Pakistanis, and others?

THE MINIMUM that any Ameri-
can can do and still avoid criminal
complicity is to barrage one’s politi-
cal representatives with visits, phone
calls, letters,and eMails, telling them
to cease violating our Constitution,
cease theirwars of aggression, cease
torturing, cease bankrolling Israel’s
crimes in Palestine, cease bankrupt-
ing our nation and its taxpayers, and
to cease accepting bribes, especially
from AIPAC and other criminal orga-
nizations. Contact Obama (202/456-
1111), your two US senators, and
your U.S. House representative.
Inform me; (312/664-7651 or foga-
rtyc@att.net).

OBAMA LIES. His claim to
uphold anti-torture laws is obscene
for solong as he and AttGen Holder
refuse to prosecute known torturers.

ISRAELI BULLETS for lIrish
Defense Forces? Ireland’s gov't is
considering purchase of %millions
worth of bullets from Israel Military
Industries,acompanyinvolvedinthe
crimesdocumentedinthe Goldstone
Report. Please sign: www.ipetition.

com/petition/israrms/.
OCCUPIED IRELAND used
to be shown on maps as contested;
but no more. MI5’s Good Friday
Agreement (GFA) made Ireland’s
Six-Counties British. Check it out.
Google Ireland: it now shows a
26-county island with an apparent
shorelinealongthe partition. Google
Britain and you get two landmasses;
the large, eastern one is Scotland,
Wales and England; the western one
an apparent island - Britain’s now-
uncontested Province of “Ulster.
We Americans have no legitimate
involvement in other nations’ ar-
rangements but we must uphold
democracy where possible; and the
GFA enactment was fraudulently
achieved. In late 1998 Ireland the
“VOTE YES FOR PEACE” campaign
was massively deceptive. It made
the Occupied Irish British and made
Britishaland thathasbeen Irishsince
pre-history. The dwindling Adams/
McGuinness gang of turncoat still
front for that MI5 campaign. Their
success requires that people believe
that the signing away of the Six-
Counties to Britain is essential to
Ireland’s unification. Ask them how
that works. Adams and McGuinness
are trying to cover their treachery
with borrowed glory. McGuinness
visited Chicago yesterday to cloak
himself in the glory of labor leader
and 1916 martyr James Connolly.
They also use Bobby Sands’ name;
despite the objections of Sands'fam-
ily and other real patriots.

WHICH BRIT REG'T starved
your relatives? See www.irishholo-
caust.org.

WHO ARE THE TERRORISTS
in Occupied Ireland? See www.ter-
rorismireland.org.

GOOD FRIDAY AGREEMENT;
beneficial? See www.michaelmckev-
itt.com, www.friendsofcolinduffy.
com, and www.freegerry.com. A
Brit court (Diplock, ie. juryless) in
Occupied Ireland has Gerry on trial
these days. If you want a daily report
on it contact Helen McClafferty at
mcclafferty32@aol.com.

[i10ur Revolutionary War ended when
Gen. George Washington defeated British
Gen. Lord Charles Cornwallis in Yorktown,
Virginiain 1781.The Irish had been hugely
overrepresented in Washington’s army;
and Cornwallis took his revenge when he
was appointed Britain's Lord Lieutenant
of Ireland. In 1798, his forces murdered
essentially all captured rebels and many
local noncombatants in Wexford, Carlow
andKildare. Pitch-capping and otherforms
of torture and mutilation were rife. Soon
thereafterin Longford and Mayo he again
put to death all surrendered rebels includ-
ing suspected ones; some on gallowses he
erected in Killala, Ballina, Castlebar and
Claremorris.
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Horoscopes By Theresa

ARIES: You have a great deal of irons in the fire behind the scenes. Your
plans and business are all being held close to the vest at this time. Perhaps
your investment or secret million dollar invention are ready to be presented
to the patent lawyers for protection and future unveiling!

TAURUS: You are high viz this month. Do try to be good while you are so
exposed to the public view for good or ill. If you use this opportunity to it's
best advantage, you can make great strides in your chosen field. Watch your
temper though, with planet Mars making mischief in your home sector.

GEMINI: Your friends are watching your back! This is good while the
planetsare making some hard aspectstoyoursign.Whentime gettough, the
family rallies around! This is true even if your family is a whole town!

CANCER: You have had a hard time lately. Jupiter is sending angels to
guide you and empower you! Your are blessed with planet Jupiter to bolster
you inyour darkest hour. Even if you are spared from the worst happenings
in life, you could be part of making someone’s life a bit sweeter by your
love and support.

LEO: Your burdens may be heavy and you could feel as if you are like
Atlas, who carries the world on his shoulders. You are in fact the bulwark
that holds the whole family and organization together. You are the unsung
hero in our midst!

VIRGO: Wait just a bit longer and you will have your prayers answered.
Planet Jupiter is eyeing you from directly across the zodiac, straight at you!
You are being watched intently by keen observers who are genuinely inter-
ested in you! Fear no one!

LIBRA:You will be gratified in your quest for happiness and contentment!
Your grief will turn to greater understanding and empowerment. You will
know love in it's most meaningful form. Time will heal and the sun will rise
foryou soon again! Jupiter and Uranus will point you in the right direction
while fair Venus is waiting to show you her charms!

SCORPIO: You have finally entered your element with Jupiter in a
friendly angle to your sign. Chiron is about to grace you as well with good
luck! What will you do with this dynamic duo’s double lucky influence?
Love and peace is the best answer! If you are not too greedy, you could be
greatly increased in the coming days!

SAGITTARIUS: Life can be unfair at times. Half of the solar system's
planets are making angry geometry with your sign. This is putting undue
blame and pressure onyou! Knowthatyouareinnocentof much ofthe blame
andsocalled shameothersmay trytothrustuponyou.Hold tight!The planets
will change and others will see the error in their thinking!

CAPRICORN: You are going to get a much needed retreat from whatever
ails you. You will soon have greater peace of mind and contentment from
recent trials that have been dogging you. Jupiter and Chiron will assist you
in your future plans to unwind.

AQUARIUS: Mars is not helping too much by opposing your every move.
Soon however, pesky Mars will leave you alone and move on to bug some
other sign.You are weary of arguing and debating issues that have very little
or no meaning to you or the rest of humanity. Good riddance!

PISCES: You are the darling of the zodiac with Jupiter in your sign! The
worstthat could happenis that you could gainacouple of pounds! Noworries
though. Be brave and embrace the expansion that Jupiter brings. The only
other pitfall could be in over indulging in drinking and slothful behavior.
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Irish Books and Plays

in Review

/ Frank West

N/

Some Mystery Books From Irish Americans

Mystery books are very popular.
They give us hours of pleasure.

When | began this column—many
years ago—there were few mysteries
with Irish themes. | remember how
pleased | was to buy, in a used book
store, an old copy of The Riddle of the
Sands by Erskine Childers, written in
the early 1900s.

Now there are many outstanding
Irish and Irish American authors of
mystery books working today. Some
are: Ken Bruen, Brian McGilloway,
Declan Hughes, Ralph McInerny (the
Father Dowling series), Eugene McEI-
downey, James Benn, Dennis Lehane
(Mystic River and Shutter Island), John
Brady, David Hosp, Stuart Neville,
Rhys Bowen, and Adrian McKinty.
I'm sure readers will be emailing even
more nhames to me.

Why are mystery books so popular?
They are fast-paced and the style of
writing is easily accessible. The results
are immediate, because suspense
makes you quickly turn the page
to learn what's next. And, of course,
thereis the mystery puzzle. The reader
matches wits with the author. Can we

“see"what's coming? Can we figure out
the conclusion?

These are recently published books
that are great examples of mystery
books that Irish Americans will enjoy.

Ralph McInerney is the author of
Sham Rock. He has written over 100
books with topics as diverse as me-
dieval philosophy, to 28 books in the
Father Dowling series.

This is the 13th book in the mys-
tery series set at the University of
Notre Dame. The sleuth in this series
is Professor Roger Knight. He, and
his brother, are also licensed private
investigators.

Roger knows a lot about obscure
writers and philosophers. Despite be-
ing an academic, he is realistic, and a
keenobserverofhumanbehavior.And
as the title suggests, he is aware that
things are not always as they seem.

Present day events at Notre Dame
involve several persons from the class
of 1989.Three menand a woman from
that class now live in various parts of
the country. But as young men they
competed for the attentions of the girl.
Their lives intersect again today. One
is a wealthy investment advisor, one a
popularauthor,oneisaTrappist monk,
and the girl runs a soup kitchen.

Roger struggles to learn what hap-
pened in 1989.

These quotes show the wry humor
andobservationsofpeople,oftenmade

in the book.
—During class, Roger“had spoken
of the Julian and Gregorian calendars,

prompted to do so by the dates in Rus-
sian novels, New Style, Old Style..."

To the student know it all, Roger says

“It doesn't add much to one’s apprecia-

tion of Gogol!

The student says “The search
engine?”

“Roger winced.”

—The tenured faculty referred
to their teaching “load;” “The term
suggested that the faculty were had
carriers, sweating under their burden.
That burden was typically two courses
asemester... scheduled ontwodaysof
theweek.Whenretirementcame,who
would be able to tell the difference?”

Sham Rock by Ralph Mclnerny.
Minotaur Books, New York, 2010. 282
pages; $24.99. www.minoturbooks.
com.

Another book | enjoyed is Evil for
Evil. It is the latest in the Billy Boyle
World War Il Mystery series.

The detective is Billy Boyle, a
young policeman from Boston. Upon

joining the army, he is attached to
General Eisenhower’s staff. There

he is asked to conduct sensitive in-

vestigations.

Alarge amount of weaponry is sto-

lenfroma U.S.armybase in Northern

Ireland. Naturally the British blame
the IRA. They fear they will be used
by Nazi agents to foment a rebellion.
This would divert Allied forces from
the continent.

Author, James Benn, clearly shows
the bitterness and hatred in Northern
Ireland,whichwould onedayeruptinto

“The Troubles” (1969-1998.)

An arrogant, obnoxious British se-

cret service officer talks to Boyle.

Authors Add Wit & Optimism to Job Search

Irish immigrant and Chicago-
basedcomedianConorCunneenadds
substance to his humor in the new
book SHIEFGAB The World: 8 Build-
ing Blocks to Successful Job Transi-
tion. Yes, these days it seems there’s
moreredinkthangreenmoneyinthe

CUNNEEN

‘ | Conor

United States, so Conor has written
the definitive book on how to help
landyournewjobwhenyousuddenly
find yourself with a pink slip.
Cunneen discusses what SHIEF-
GAB means; highlights from his
book on finding a new job; Why the
Irish accent has been voted sexiestin
the world; why green beeris a sin(!);
the first St. Patrick’s Day parade
(started by soldiers in the English
army—can you believe that?); what
the Irish really think of the English;
what everyone can learn from the
peace processin Ireland; and the real

Saint Patrick.

Conor Cunneen has been called
“Mark Twain with a brogue,”“James
Joyce meets Tom Peters,” and “An
Irish Dilbert.

There'sno need to look for a 4-leaf
clover either.

Optimist Tom Finn of County
Cork, Ireland, has a new book out, A
Better Tomorrow: Affirmations and
Visualization the Key to Success.

Tom is a believer in overcoming
stressful lifestyles, unhealthy rela-
tionships and destructive attitudes

by using positive thinking to build A
Better Tomorrow.

He discusses how positive think-
ing and imagination might help
peopleinthe U.S.to have“a better to-
morrow"and withIreland’seconomy
inbad shape just likein the U.S., why
he’s convinced A Better Tomorrow is
on the horizon.

—"Now Boyle, how much do you
know about the Irish Republican

Army?”‘I've heard of it | said, sus-

picious as any good Irish boy would
be of an Englishman asking such a
question.’

—And further in the briefing: “To

be certain you understand the impor-
tance of what we are about to tell you,

[ assume you've been raised on tales
of valiant IRA lads fighting against
English tyranny. With your American

distance from the actual events, | dare-

say you have a rather romantic notion
of this conflict..."
(Margaret Thatcher couldn't have
said it better.)
—This was in the northern counties
of Ireland, "home of the Orangemen
and the Red Hand of Ulster.” They

“still celebrate their victory over the

Catholics at the Battle of Boyne more

thantwo hundredandfiftyyearsago. It

had always seemed a dark, brutal,and

bitter land... My grandfather used to

tell us about their parades every July...
how they'd march through Catholic
neighborhoods with their English

flags and Orange banners, thrashing

any Catholic boy they found on the

street!

Evil for Evil: A Billy Boyle World
Warll Mystery by James R.Benn. Soho
Press, New York, 2009. 326 pages;
$25.00. www.sohopress.com.

Going to Ireland? Available only
there and in the UK. are the Megarry
Mysteries. They are written by Eugene
McEldowney.

Afriend brought two of them from
Ireland. | read both, and wish they
would be distributed here.

Live at Gaelic Park 43:.

DIRECTEROMIR RELAND:

ONI.Y'

Conal has bean making
paople laugh around the
world for over 25 vears.
He blends uproarious
comedic songs and
hilarious jokes to “take you
away from all your cares.”

Don't miss this rare
Chicago performance.

FRIDAY
APRIL 16, 2010
Doors Open - T:00pm
Showtima - 8:00pm
Admission 525 - Cash Bar

For tickets
call 708.687.9323

Chicago Gaelic Park

6119 W, 147 St » Oak Forest, IL 60452
T08-687-9323 mwww.ChicagoGaelicPark.on
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“As We are at Fourteen We are at Forty”

By Frank West

B.J. Jones is the artistic director
of Northlight Theatre in Skokie. He
is directing A Life by Hugh Leon-
ard, starring Chicago’s own, John
Mahoney.

He impressed me as energetic,
focused, and incredibly passionate
about the theater.

Whenlasked himwhat motivated
him to devote his life to the theater,
he answered that he wasn't skilled to
do anything else! But, when he was
introduced to the theater he quickly
cameto love it.

Jones has been active in theater
since he was young. He came to
Chicago in 1974. He was forward
looking but was informed by years
of experience in the theater. He has
anencyclopedicknowledge of Chica-
go'sactors and theaters. He remains
optimistic and passionate about the
future of theater in Chicago.

Thetitle was said by Jones'mother.
“As we are at 14 we are at forty.”
That's an accurate observation of life.
Our early feelings and emotions stay
with us for life. We can change, or
adjust our emotions somewhat, but
not much.The observation above is
what A Life is about. As Jones said:

making naw friends.
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NANNA PLAY?

Young musmuns :nme together to play Irish Music. ..
have a great fime too!

Tha Academy af Irish Muzlc sudems meet once & week &t the Irls-Amedcan
Herkapge Center in Chlcago. Studemts are dwided Inta beginner, Imarmediate, and
Fenkor groupe basad on sbiity end experience. The childmn coma fam all over
the the Metropoltan srsa. Most of them paficipate in schaal bands and
archestras; many are Suzukl tralned. These kids enjoy playing Idsh muskc and

GROLIP LESSONS & PRVATE CLASSES
Flute | Whistle | Bodhran | Fiddle | Wicla | Callo

For more information corach Moel Rice, Director
(ad7) 554-1338 * nrica@inte racosss com
www.academyofirishmusic.org

“The play is incredibly personal.
The main character, Desmond
Drumm, feels smarter and superior
to people, because when he was a
boy hisfather poundedinto him that
he was more intelligent and had a
brighter future than any of the boys
inthe neighborhood.This attitude of
intellectual superiority made him fell
apart from his contemporaries.
This attitude plagued his life even
when he only has a few months to
live. Hugh Leonard said, “I think
witheverywritertherearetwopeople
there”
|empathize with Drumm because
many times, in the religious high
school | attended, | was told, “you
are in the world, but not of it This
attitude only makes for loneliness
and isolation.
During a career of 50 years, Hugh

Leonard wrote more than 20 plays,
many essays, two autobiographies,

anovel,and many scripts for screen
andTV.

All the while, he wrote a regular
newspaper column.

|asked B.J. Jones about the future
of Northlight Theatre in the present
economic conditions. He said, “We
areemerging fromthisrecessionasa

of the Irish American Heritoge Canfer | 24348 North Knox fra, Chh:ngl-]l.

PLAYING |

AROUND

better,strongerinstitution.Thefuture
of the theatre looks bright.

| asked him what is the future of
theater in general."There will always
be a demand for theatre as long as
there are people whowanttositina
dark space and hear stories told!”

Northlight Theatre is at 9501
Skokie Blvd., Skokie. 847-673-
6300.

John Mahoney

Stars in “A Life”
By Cliff Carlson

JohnMahoney will be 70 this year,
buthe’s notslowing down. Infact, he
hasn'tsloweddownsincehedecided

toquitteachingandbecomeanactor |

back in the 1970's.

Irish American News talked to
John briefly as he prepared to starin
Hugh Leonard’s A Life.

John:“l took acting classes at St.
NicholasTheaterand decided toquit
my job and pursue acting full-time.
W. H. Macy and David Mammett
cast me in a play shortly thereafter,
and I've been working steadily ever
since,” he said.

IAN: Who did you look up to
when you first got interested in
theater?

John:“Iliked the character actors
at the time such as Alec Guinness
and Anthony Newley when he was
doing work with Joan Collins”

IAN: Who do you look up to
now?

John: | like actors like Robert
DeNiro, Al Pacino, Dustin Hoff-
man, Robert Duvall. I thought Colin
Farrell was brilliant in the movie In
Bruges, as was Brendan Gleeson.
Ray Winstone is another actor |
admire”

IAN: Has the recession influ-
enced theater?

John: Yes. You don't see it much
here in Chicago. Many of the plays
are playing to packed houses, but

it's taken its toll on Broadway and
London. People have to pay their
mortgages and other expenses first.

Some of these plays are expensive”

IAN: What is your favorite mov-
ie?

John:"Gone With the Wind. | also
like Lawrence of Arabia, and | loved
Billy Elliot. | saw a great documen-
tary recently called A Bronx Dream.
It's about an Irish dance teacher in
the Bronx who trains her students—
many of whom are not Irish—step
dancing.lsaw iton Showtime and |

John Mahoney

highly recommend it!

IAN: | remember you in plays
staged by The Irish Rep Theatre. |
knowthetheatredidn’thavethekind
of money to hire an actor of your
caliber. It seems to me that youdoa
lot of work where the pay is low, yet
you do it anyway. Is that true?

John: Yes. I've done a lot for the
love of the craft or the project. | have
takenthelowestrate possible sothat
| could be involved. Irish plays are
great. | was in the play Seafarer in
Los Angeles, and some of the cast of
Frasier came. Kelsey Grammar said
tome,'Whatisitabout you and Irish
plays! It's because many Irish plays
are wonderful!”

Mary Eiiey CoNSIDINE
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HEALTTY

2156 W. Montroea, Chicaga, IL GOG18
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‘And Neither Have |

Wings to Fly’at HC

Shapeshifters Theatre, one of the
resident theatre companies at the
Irish American Heritage Center, 2010
spring show is the Irish family drama,
And Neither Have | Wings to Fly by
Seanachai West ensemble member,
and former Chicagoan, Ann Noble.

At the heart of Wings is the story
of Kathleen and Eveline Donnelly,
sisters in 1950's rural Ireland who
recently buried their beloved mother,
Moira. Kathleen, the spitfire younger
sister, is also mere days away from
her wedding to the sweet but placid
Leo Doyle. Eveline distracts herself
withtheday-to-dayhouseholdmainte-
nance,andfearsthatshewillnowhave
to stay at home to care for her wid-
owedfatherandsurrenderherdreams
of attending university on scholar-
ship, a secret to the rest of her family.
Their distant father, Peter, grieves by
simply wandering aimlessly through
their home. Kathleen is surprised by
avisitfroman old friend, the dashing
actor, Freddy Malone, who is travel-
ing Ireland as part of a theatre troupe.
Two morevisitorsarrive unexpectedly
at the Donnelly home: Leo’s brother
Charlie, a bright but troubled drifter,
and the ghost of Moira, visible only to
Eveline. Freddy’s energy and passion
makes Kathleen wonder if Leo is the
right choice for her future, and Eve-
line and Charlie begin to fall in love.
The conflict of duty versus love affects
both sisters, and both finally realize
what paths their lives must take.

Wings opens April 16 and runs
through May 9 at the IAHC. Call
773-282-7035, x10 or email shape-
shifters@irishahc.org.

Secret of Kells at
Gene Siskel Center

The Secret of Kells, narrated by
Brendan Gleeson, is a new film for
all ages, chronicling the creation of
the Book of Kells in dazzling anima-
tion that echoes the intricate beauty
of the masterpiece from which it was
inspired.

This medieval tale of monks and Vi-
kingmarauders hasaboy, aforestfairy,
amysteriousartist,and his felinemuse
atthe centerof aravishing fantasythat
swirls with ornate Celticimagery and
stunning color, accompanied by the
haunting strains of Celtic tunes.

The Secret of Kells was nominated
for an Academy Award and will run
April 1-8 at the Gene Siskel Film
Center of the School of the Art In-
stitute of Chicago, located at 164 N.
State St. 312-846-2600 or visit www.
siskelfilmcenter.org. Ticketmaster,
800-982-2787, www.ticketmaster.com,
and all Ticketmaster outlets.
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David James and Lesson Factory Chicago ducted workshops from California
to Maine. He performs on the ham-
singing and newly composed song mered dulcimer, fiddle, guitarand
categories. He wasincluded among  Irish bouzouki,concertina,bodhran,
100 Fascinating People of the Cen- and harmonicas. He sings and
tury in Michiana (northern Indiana, plays Irish tunes and songs, liber-

southern Michigan) by the South ally laced with American old-time

With the blessing of the former
World Music Company, the spirit
ofthebeloved neighborhood music
school lives on at the new Lesson
Factory Chicago, 10936 S.Western

Ave. A core group of teachers,
who enriched WMC for 13 years
and built a large and devoted
following of students before the
school closed last November, is
now teaching at Lesson Factory
(773-779-7059).

Acclaimed Irish musician, Da-
vid James, is one of those teach-
ers, teaching violin, Irish fiddle,
tin whistle, hammered dulcimer
and bodhran.

David James was the 2002
All-Ireland Champion, the only
American to win solo senior All-
Ireland Championships in the
Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann (Festival
of Irish Traditional Music) on the
hammered dulcimer. That was his
third championship (Listowel, Co.
Kerry, Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann,
2002). The first was in Sligo in
1989, the second at Listowel in 1995,

David James

Bend Tribune newspaper.

David was also the Saturday
nightheadliner at the first dulcimer
festival ever held in Ireland, the
Cork Dulcimer Festival.

David has performed and con-

musicand hisown compositions.
He appears as a soloist, also with
Midwestern Fleadh tin whistle
and singing winner Kim Hoff-
mann. They have joined others
to create larger ceili bands for
Irish social dancing at places like
Milwaukee Irish Fest, Chicago’s
Gaelic Park and the Irish Ameri-
can Heritage Center.
David is available as a solo
Feis musician on the fiddle, or
hammered dulcimer, if you're
adventurous!
He frequently co-hosts Irish
Music Sessions at the Fiddler’s
Hearth, 127 N. Main St. in South
Bend, IN, with Kim Hoffmann.
www.tiompanalley.com/index_
files/Appear.htm
www.tiompanalley.com/index_
files/AboutDJ.htm

wherehealsoperformedinthelnter- Will Rogers Comes to Oak Brook

national Concertand wasfeaturedin
the official Fleadh video. He is the
1996 Winfield (KS) Walnut Valley
Festival National Hammered Dulci-
mer Champion.He received a Master
Folk Fellowship award from the In-
diana Arts Commissionin 1990, and
another Individual Artist Award in
2000. He has won many US Midwest
Fleadh titles on the dulcimer, fiddle,
in trio competitions, in traditional

Put The Nuns
In Charge! at St.
Gerald Chapel Hall

Vicki Quade, the creator and co-
author of Late Nite Catechism, thinks
the title of her interactive comedy,
Put The Nuns In Chargel, says it all:
justwhen you thought it was safe to
go backinto the classroom, Mother
Superior shows up!

St. Gerald Parish Women’s Club
has invited Mother Superior to put
on her one woman comedy show
on April 17th in St. Gerald Chapel
Hall, 93rd & Central Ave. in Oak
Lawn. Doors open at 6:30pm, show
at 7pm. Tickets are $20 and can be
obtained by calling the parish office
at 708-422-0234.

Quade calls the show “a funny
refresher course inamodern look at
the Golden Rule. Mother Superior is
in charge and she has her own opin-
ions on just about everything, from
the shade of your lipstick to the I-Pod
in your pocket.”

For more information, check out
the web site: www.nuns4fun.com.

First Folio's indoor season con-
cludes with the world premiere of
Will Rogers: An American Original,
written and performed by 3-time Jeff
nominee Kevin McKillip, running
through May 2, 2010 at the Mayslake
Peabody Estate in Mayslake Hall,
located at 31st St. and Rt. 83 in Oak
Brook, IL.

This one-man show explores the
life and times of America’s most
popular humorist.

At the time of his death in 1935,
Will Rogers hosted the number one
radio show in America, had a daily
column that ran in over 400 papers,

and was the number one male box of-
fice starfor three years running. Inthe

course of a career thatincluded both

Texas Jack’s Wild West Show and the

Ziegfeld Follies, Will Rogers invented

the American stand-up comic. Using

his trick roping skills to punctuate his

delivery, Will Rogers’ folksy humor
setthegroundworkforeveryonefrom

Bob Hope to Johnny Carson to David

Letterman.

Famous for the statement,”l never
met a man | didn't like,” Will Rogers
is the quintessential image of the
common man.

www.firstfolio.org. 630-986-8067.

Have nun, will travel

Bring one of these hilarious one-woman
shows to your very own parish or school!

“Hharp, fouey, and richly hupaae® -

Late Nite Catechism

by Wickd Jasde nndBladpri Doresnn

Put the Nms in Charge!

by Vicki Cunda

www. NunedFun.oom

Fundraizers # 3Staffivolurteer thank-you everis & Almni weskends

Sapiage Trikem

Sunday School Cinema

by Vickd Tuada

#ewt Saints G Sinnars

by Vickd Quada

FPhone Tra-BET-/741

(I to r): Northern Ireland First Deputy Minister, Martin McGuinness;
Irish American News Publisher Cliff Carlson, and Northern Ireland
First Minister, Peter Robinson. The Ministers made a historic visit to
Chicago to promote investment and tourism in Northern Ireland.

For Sale

New Homes In
Rossnowlagh, Donegal, Ireland

Call (509) 332-1754 or (509) 334-3748

=~ Winstons
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g' f73.767.4353
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f08.633.7500
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Green Family Festival Earth Day Celehration

In response to families
who are seeking healthy,
natural ways to raise their
children and also positively
impact their communities
and the planet, The Green
Parents Metwork announces

the Green Family Festival,
hosted by the Center on April
17-18.

The Green Family Festival
features experts, demonstra-
tions and exhibitors focused
on the importance of raising

Larry Cunningham Headlines
Holiday Ballroom Memories Series

The IAHC and the Holiday
Ballroom Memories Series
present Larry Cunningham in
concert for one night onfy. See
the legendary Irish musician
foran evening of Irish Country
music.

Cunningham is the first
Irish-based artist to make
the UK Pop charts and his hit,
Lovely Leitrim sold more than
a quarter million records. He
has performed all ower Europe
and the United States, includ-

School of Chicago Singer Frank
0'Hara also appear on the bill.

ing Carnegie Hall and the The concertis April 17 at 7pm

Grand Ole Opry.
Cunningham will be backed

by the SilverBridge Band and

Sean Cleland’s Irish Music

Shapeshifters

and a dance in the Erin Room
follows. Tickets are $30 and
can be purchased by calling
the office at 773-282-7035.

Sprout Wings for Spring Show

Shapeshifters Theatre is
pleased to announce their
2010 spring show is the
Irish family story, And Nei-
ther Have | Wings to Fly by
former Chicagoan, Ann No-
ble. Wings was named Best
Play of 1995 by New City
and received two American
Theatre Critics Associa-
tion's Award nominations
for playwriting.

Wings is the story of
Kathleen and Eveline Don-
nelly, sisters in 1950's
rural Ireland. The Donnelly
sisters have just lost their
mather and are struggling
to find themselves. Kath-
leen can't decide between
her sweet fiancé and a
dashing actor; Eveline tries
to prioritize her respon-
sibility to her widowed
father, a coveted university

scholarship and her feelings
for a2 new man in her life.
When their mother makes
a ghostly appearance to
lend a supernatural hand,
tempers flair and secrets
are revealed. The conflict
of duty versus love affects
both sisters, and both fi-
nally realize what paths
their lives must take.
Wings opens April 16
and runs through May 9
on Fridays and Saturdays
at 8pm and Sundays at
Ipm. Tickets are $15 for
general admission, and $10
for IAHC members. To pur-
chase tickets, call the IAHC
at 773-282-7035.
Shapeshifters will also
perform Wings as the open-
ing night entry in the 18th
annual Acting Irish Interna-
tiomal Theatre Festival.

children in a balanced, ho-
listic way.

Activities include panel pre-
sentations, healthy cooking
demonstrations and exercise
and age appropriate activi-
ties. Suppliers of wholesome,
natural products and services
will be on hand for discussion
and demonstration.

Throughout the weekend,
families can learn about and
Enjoy:

. organic, locally grown

« workshops on organic
pardening—natural lawn care,
WOorm cumpnstmg and wildlife

. yogd, dance, massage,
meditation, tai chi and other
hEﬂEFiEi:iL fun fitness and
bodywork for kids and fami-
iies

. non-toxic personal care
products

+ cleaning products made
without harmful chemicals

+ building materials made
with sustainable, natural prod-

« holistic medicine exploring
alternative, integrative, and
supplemental medical treat-
menis

. alternative eco conscious
energy sources like solar pow-
er and hybrid cars

« hoiistic veterinary pet
care

. entertainment for all age
groups

. a panel discussion with

foreign consulates on
international perspectives
on the Green Movement

. @ panel discussion
with Interfaith leaders on
environmentalism and
religion

Participants include:

-Working Bikes-The
group will host a bike
| swap and attendees can
bring unused bicycles
for donation. Working
Bikes has donated thousands

nfF hilae #n neody nannla
Lo Hifis LW Iy Ui

throughout the world.

-Lou Manfredini, host of
the widely popular "Mr. Fix-it"
call-in program on Saturday
mornings on WGN Radio.

Hours are 10am-Gpm on
Saturday, April 17 and 10am-
3pm on Sunday, Aprii 18.
The cost is §5 per family or
a canned food donation that
will be collected for Chicago's
Catholic Charities.

Brooklyn: On Stage and In Song Comes to the Fifth Province

Performance part of the

Chicago Public Library's One Book, One Chicago Celebrations

Join the Center for an on April 11 at 2:30pm. munity and traditional
afternoon of music and The program features Irish music by local mu-

literature as we pres-
ent a performance this
spring honoring the
book, Brooklyn, by
Colm Toibin, which
has been chosen as
the 18th selection for
Chicago’s city-wide
book club, One Book,
One Chicago.

Set within the back-
drop of both a small
Irish village and a bus-
tling 1950s Brooklyn,
readers will fall in love
with Toibin's writing
as well as his rich char-
acters. They will be

drawn into the story of

GULM TE)IBEE

a young Irish woman
finding her way in a
strange new land.
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sicians. The Gift The-
atre’'s Michael Patrick
Thornton and Gen-
esis Ensemble’s Lind-
say Barlag direct the
performance. Center
members, actor Vera
Kelly and Tenor Mark
Piekarz will be a part
of the ensemble.

The event is free
and takes place in the
Fifth Province, which
will be open from
1-5pm.

One Book, One Chi-
cago began in the fall
of 2001, to encourage
all Chicagoans to read
the same book at the
same time, and dis-
cuss a great piece of

Brooklyn: On Stage a staged reading from literature with friends
and In Song will be pre- Brooklyn by members of and neighbors.

sented at the Center Chicago’s theatre com-

4626 N. Knox Ave., Chucago, IL 60630 = 773-282-7035 » www.inish-american org
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President's Message

March 18th—it’'s all over.
Mo more parties, no more
music, no more dancers,
no more cute little kids in
their Irish knit sweaters and,
thankfully, no more green
shirts, big green foam hats,
green beer and "Kiss Me I'm
Irish” buttons. St. Patrick’s
Day has come and gone like
a whiriwind ieaving ail of us
exhausted, worn out, and a
bit saddened that it's all over
S0 s00On.

| expected the Irish Ameri-
can Heritage Center to be as
empty as a ghost town on
the morning after. Imagine
my surprise when | walked
into the Center and things
were humming along quite
nicely: a luncheon was start-
ing in the Fifth Province, the

volunteers were back at work
keeping our Center in top
shape, the phones were ring-
ing off the hook with people
buying tickets for upcoming
events, renting rooms, and

Center—there is something
for everyone and something
happening all the time. Grant-
ed the weeks leading up to 5t
Patrick’s Day are high time for
our Center, but we don't cele-

other general in-
quiries and a large
group was touring
our Library and
Museum. it was
like nothing had
happened the past
week and every-
thing was back to
normal. Of course,
everyone looked
a little more tired

brate our heritage
just for a couple
of weeks—we do it
all year long. Over
the next several
months we have
a number of con-
certs, plays, art ex-
hibits, book sign-
ings, lectures and
parties happening
at our Center all

than usual and a " leading up to the

few of us were coming down big festival in July.

with colds, but the Center was At the risk of sounding like

humming along quite nicely. a broken record, there's no
That's the beauty of our better time to be a part of

our Center. There's room
for everyone. We are look-
ing for new members, new
volunteers, new patrons,
new friends—everyone is
welcome. So please join
us at one of our upcoming
events and if you want to
know more about becom-
ing a member or get more
invoived, just ask. just stop
in our office next time you
are the Center and any of
our staff can help you.

We look forward to seeing
you at our Center socon.

Robert McMamara

President

Board ot Directors,

Irish American Heritage
Center

TR | TR —
| 1]

“Mr. McDonnell - We've
been attending the St. Pat-
rick’s Day ceiebration after
the parade for many years
now. Just wanted to say that
our kids loved all the events
vesterday. They won't stop
talking about how much fun
they had! You guys finally hit
the nail on the head._.”

Love to get notes like that
after a big event, huh? | can-
not say that | was surprised
to receive the feedback, after
seeing the amount of time
and effort that our volunteers
put into coordinating the
event and especially after wit-
nessing the wonderful scene
of family fun all day long at
our St. Patrick’s Festival on
March 13th and again on the
17th. Parents and grandpar-
ents dancing with their wee
ones to Irish music out on
the Erin Room and Fifth Prow-
ince dance floors, parents
and grandparents cheering
on the Irish dance schools
in the Auditorium, parents
and kids alike getting their
faces painted with Celtic art

4626 N. Knox Ave., Chicago, IL 60630 =
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with Irish artist Denis Brown,
a panel discussion (Tim Pat
Coogan, Mary Pat Kelly, Gary
Whitedeer) about the con-
tributions of the Chocktaw
tribe to the Irish people dur-
ing the famine, and our an-
nual Bloomsday celebration
in June. We have put together
a great concert calendar with
eleven shows between April
and August—including Bua,

the Elders, and the

designs, parents giving their
kids tours of our library and
museum to teach them that
passion for the heritage is
COOL. The Center exists in
large part to keep the best of
Irish traditions alive across
generations, and | was darn
proud of how we delivered
on our responsibilities this St
Patrick’s Day season.

The value of being a part
of the Irish Cen-

ter community,
though, is that you
have the advantage
of experiencing
the vibrations of
St. Paddy’s season
all year long. We
have a few large
festivals coming
up with the Green
Family Festival in
April, Acting Irish
International The-

Young Dubliners.
These special
events are all in ad-
dition to the regular
run of business at
the Center, which
is incredibly active
on its own. For ex-
ample- onarecent
Friday, the Center
hosted a Lenten
fish fry, a pub quiz,
a ceili, a showing

of Dancing at Lughnasa, an
art gallery exhibition and live
Irish music in the Fifth Prov-
ince. Then on Saturday, we
had another performance of
the play, another viewing of

ater Festival in May, and of
course Irish Fest in July. We
have lined up some unique
cultural events—with Colm
Toibin’s Brooklyn: Stage and
Song, calligraphy workshops

the art exhibit, more live
Irish music in the pub, and a
show in the auditorium that
included world champion
dancers, the top ranked
bagpipe band in the Mid-
west, a five-time all-lreland
accordion champion, an
all-lreland fiddle champion,
a master guitarist, and Live
Ireland’s’ 2010 male vocalist
of the year.

As one staff member
pointed out to me recently,
the Center comes pretty
close to heaven on Earth. Se-
riously, though—where else
do vou get access to all of
these things under one roof?
| am convinced that | have
the best job in the world,
representing the Center and
representing you. Come join
us again soon - there is no
better time to be a member
of the place where Irish cul-
ture comes to life.

Onwards,

Tim McDonnell

Executive Director,

Irish American Heritage
Center

T73-282-7035 » www.irish-american. org
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18th Annual
Acting Irish International Theatre Festival

Shapeshifters Theatre, the resi-

dent theatre company of the Center,
hosts the 18th Annual Acting Irish
International Theatre Festival this
Spring. The fest runs at the IAHC
this May 17-23.

The Acting Irish International
Theatre Festival (AlITF) was founded
in 1923 as an association of Irish
theater troupes from across Morth
America. More than a dozen Irish
theatre companies from the US,
Canada and now Ireland, are invited
to present plays as part of a com-
petition judged by professionals in
the theatre community. By tradition,
the host organization stages the
opening production.

The Festival opens on Monday,
May 17 at 8pm with And Neither
Have | Wings to Fly, written by Ann
Moble and performed by host com-
pany, Shapeshifters. The festival
schedule is below:

Tuoesday, May 18

2pm-There Came a Cypsy Riding,
Dublin's Estuary Players

8pm- Mr Brilliant Divorce, Tara

I"'Id.]l'tl rs LI'I “Irlrll[ﬂ:g

Woednesday, May 13
2pm-The Patrick Pearse Hotel,

Gaelic Park Players of Oak Forest,
Ilinois
8pm-Moll, Cincinnati’s Irish Amer-
ican Theatre
HH“ H'ﬂ.l m

4 d1dL ﬂl.lﬂi'll l'q’ pEEE)

2pm-Portia Coughlin, Calgary’s
Liffey Players

8pm-The Passion of Jerome, Dub-
lin's Heads on Stage

Friday, May 21

2pm-Close to Home, The Irish
Theatre of Florida

8pm-The Cripple of Inishmaan,
Rochester Irish Players, Mew York

Saturday, May 22

2pm, The Hunt for Red Willie,
Milwaukee Irish Arts

8pm, Factory Cirls, Toronto Irish
Players

Tickets for each performance are
§15, and may be ordered by calling
IAHC at 773-2582-7035, ext. 10.

Volunteer at The Irish American Heritage Center!
New Opportunities!

25/35 Anniversary Celebration:

1985 marks the 25th an-
niversary of when we bought
the building on Knox Ave. that
became our beautiful Center.
2011 is the 35th anniversary
of when our organization, The
Irish American Heritage Cen-
ter, was founded. Starting with
Irish Fest this July through Irish
Fest 2011, we will be hosting a
year-long celebration of these
milestones. A new planning
committee is being formed to
organize the different elements
of this celebration: special
events, special exhibits, fund-
raisers, membership events,
and anniversary themed cel-
ebrations.

If you are interested in get-
ting more involved, contact us
at info@irishahc.org or call the
office at 773-282-7035.

Our first meeting for this

committee is Tuesday, April
20th at 7pm at the Center. All
are welcome!

[AHC Parents Club:

As our organization grows
and changes over time, it is
important that we keep our
focus on the next generations.
This new group will meet to
explore new ways of creat-
ing family friendly activities,
events, and programs at our
Center as well as social outlets
for the parents themselves!

If you are interested in get-
ting more involved, please
contact us at info@irishahc.
org or call the office at 773-
2B82-7035.

Our first meeting for this
committee will be Tuesday,
April 215t at 7pm at the Cen-
ter. Parents with children from
high school age on down are
welcome to join this group.

4626 N. Knox Ave., Chucago, IL. 60630 =

Irish Artists Series Features Percy French-Painter and Poet

Join the Center for an afterncon
of poetry and a slide presentation of
the life and work of artist, musician
and writer Percy French.

William Percy French was born at
in County Roscommion in 1854, He
wrote his first successful song while
studying at Trinity College in 1877.
He was a civil engineer in County
Cavan and it is thought he wrote
his best songs during this period.
French was also a prolific painter of
landscape watercolors and during

AN
I"IlHB

Join the Center and the Chi-
cago Calligraphy Collective as
we welcome Denis Brown, a
Dublin-based artist/calligrapher
whose work explodes from, and
extends, traditions of calligraphy
in the form of innovative works
of art. Brown's work is included
in many renowned worldwide
collections including the Na-
tional Museum of Ireland and
the Trinity College and Chester
Beatty Libraries in Dublin.

The following events will take
place at the IAHC:

Friday, April 23; 6:30-8:30pm
Free

Lecture: Carrying Tradition
in a Digital World

An inspirational multi-media
presentation incorporating both
traditional and avant-garde cal-
ligraphy: Brown will show a wide
range of his recent work, using it
to discuss the meaning for him
of being a scribe in the twenty
first century. Brown brings great
vitality and enthusiasm to his
work, making his presentations
both enlightening and entertain-
ing.

Saturday, April 24; 9:30am-
5:00pm

One-Day Seminar: Introduc-
tion to Celtic Art

Cost: $15 adults/$10 students.
Supply kit included.

Mo previous calligraphy or art
experience is necessary.

Reqgistration: Open to partici-
pants aged 12 years and older.

A “no-pressure” day beginning
with a slide presentation that will
clearly show in fine detail the

R0 TAT- 51
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this period considered art to be his
true vocation.

As a songwriter and entertainer,
French became renowned for com-
posing and singing comic songs
and gained considerable distinction
with such songs as “Are Ye Right
There Michael "

Percy French-Painter and Poet is
Sunday, April 25 at 2pm and the
cost is 35 and includes refresh-
ments. Tickets can be purchased
at the door.

B | R -

themes of Celtic decoration and
writing. Following this, basic
instruction on writing a Celtic
hand and drawing a few styles
of Celtic illumination will be
given. There will also be a spe-
cial viewing of the Book of Kells
reproduction owned by IAHC.

Sun. 4/25-Tues. 4/27;
O:00am-5:00pm

Three-Day Workshop: Capi-
tal Expressions

Cost: $180 CCC mem-
bers/$210 Non-CCC members

Registration: Open to inter-
mediate and advanced students
familiar with Roman Caps and
their skeletal proportions.

Alphabets will be derived from
various guadrilateral shapes
and then be systematically dis-
torted over several stages, ulti-
mately yvielding a free form and
expressive capital. Exercises
with writing as texture and the
expressive potential of these
forms will be discussed.

For more information visit
www._chicagocallig.com.

*April Concert Eﬂ_l'il;’/
Check out these upcomin
. shows at the IAHC! \
Athas 4/9 7:30pm _ $10
Bua— 416" -ﬂpm_-_i-l-s__
Lilrj.r{Iummghﬂm
417~ 7pm H-J
The Elders
4/23  spm hs
tickets, call 773-282- ?ﬂ#&_

T73-282-7035 » www.insh-amencan org
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April 2010 Planning a Special Event? IAMC Bosrd of Dirsctors
Agpril 1 Irish Imm. Support Migs Erin Room 10am peoplel The a009-2010
April 2 Francis O"Meill Ceili Dance Fifth Province Spm - - . .
Lenten Fish Fry Fifth Province  6:30pm room is perfect ;ﬁdﬂmﬂf
Dancing At Lughnasa  Room 306/7 Spm for weddings, ' . .
: demt, Irich American Heritage
Dancing At Lughnasa  Room 306/7 gpm galas, benefits, |~ =~
April 4 Dancing Af Lughnasa  Room 306/7 3pm anniversary Bob Mclamazra Presidens
April T Tlir Na Nog Seniors Mtg Fifth Province  11am parties, SWEet |yl Duzean, Vice President
April 11 Great Irish Bocks Club sixteen parties, [TofArm Ferpus, Treasurer
Digcussion Library Zpm corporate lun- |Mary Johnson, Secretary
i b LT S : cheons, funer- |[Rita Adamezyk
: I Sy Tl beryice. =K al luncheons |Michzel Boyle
April 15 Irizh Imm. Support Mtgs Erin Room 10am RS Tom Bovle
Agpril 16 Bua in Concert Erin Room Spm ::‘ 5 mer}’n o [Meghan Curan
Quiz Might Room 109 Spm g 93- I\l Gerashey
April 16-May 9 _dnd Neither Have | _The room |5y Gieeson
Wings to Fly Room 306/7 F & § Spm is air-condi- |wfichael Griffin
Sun 3pm tioned and in- [Tack Harrington
Si. Pairick's Fathers Social Social Center Spm cludes a to P |Panl Lester
April 17 Larry Cunningham quality sound |[Tom Loomey
Lamy Cunningham uality projec- |Beth Fochford
April 1718 Gree R T tor 5"};‘2 m, 2
- reen y Festiva arious ay 1 2 '
Apeil 20 Celtic Women Mecting  Fooom 109 Tpm 10 ﬂﬂ;‘ stage, | The Haritage Line Staff
Apxil 23 The Elders in Concert  Erin Room Rpmm - d Manogany g amhleen O'Neill, Editor
Lecture: Carrying Tradition Visit the IAHC and tour bar, a cloak room, a bride’s Contributors:
in a Digital World Fifth Province 6:30pm any of our rental rooms for room, a prep kitchen, brand | _
April 24 One-Day Seminar: your special occasion. new chairs and 72-in and |Mike Boyle Mary Marris
Introduction to Celtic Art Art Gallery  9:30am  The Erin Room (above)isa  54-in round tables. "‘é‘r'l" i‘?‘““"‘“‘“ gh“g‘-f? I.TJT
Apxil 25 Genealogy Meeting ~ Library Ipm brand new, high-end social ~ To book a visit call | \Woonnell Peg Reid
Percy French-Painter venue seating up to 310 773-282-7035. ia Si
g T 2pm g up Bob McNamara  Leslie Singel
April 25-27 Three-Day Work shop:
{Capital Expiessions Art Gallery Sam
Regularly Scheduled Events
Tue=day Cilting and Mesdlework Room 208 9:30am j’
Traditional Irish Art Class Room 308 Tpm 1114
Wedneaday Cuilting and Mesdlework Foom 208 T:30pm
Open Music Session Baooam 302 T 30pm
Thursday Irish Heritage Singers
Rehear=al Roorm 304 T:A0pm
Friday PrElru.‘:i_s O Meill Ceili
Practice and Dance ~ Room 111 spmo UIPCOMING ENTERTAINMENT All shows start
Saturday Irish Schiool Warious Qam
April 2010
Pot D' Gold Raffle Sava the Date fon ‘ ’
During the Larry Cun- Irish Fest E_”' d’f?n F:“l_'r"':",“r
ningham concert on Aprii <at, 473 an iuiry
17, the Center will hold  [July 3, 10811, 2010  Fi'4/9  Maht Stedman Band
1;’3T§ﬁ‘&%tg;sﬂ‘anm 10 | Featuring 3 days of family Sat, 4/10  Seamus O'Kane and
T;‘IE Pot ﬂ'ki".-::-}ﬁ' Eaf“ui:ﬁ fun on five stages Fri 4/ 16 f; : I-TWT
is 320 a ticket and the Yiviad . ; i, BTy Daugey
prizes are $3000 for first Eﬂ“d:ii SHEEBNIEE Y Sat, 4/17  The Doocley Brothers
E:il-.vzne r:| l?.n.ll q?:fﬂ'l.ﬂfg:.r E:IF:'E l-h Eh:anmv ﬁuﬂm E.r.ill M?na mel F:ual-l-._an 1
e Wmer nech 108 | DRSS | S e ke
- ileen vers & Immigrant Sou - -
EE present. To purchase The Kresllers 9 Fri, 4/30 Steve Davemn and Friends
tickets, call the Center Makem and Spain Brothers
office at 773-282-7035. Mickey Finns N
The raffle is a benefit for Scythian ; ifiona madern I i a Cover
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Maybe you haven’t moticed, but
the Center 5 in the midds of 2 huge
memkership drive. The goal for 2010
is 2,010 new members! Afier the 5t.
Patrick's Dey weekend, we have 420
new memibers - just over 20% of our goal
with more than % of the year yel to gol
This i tremendous and is a credit @
entire Membership Committes &nd our
staff who hawe been working hand on
this effort. are reat jobof
e
mitment and positie attitsdes about the
Cenkter is comagious.

Our memkership i the backbone of
OUr organization.  Membership drives
the attendance af cur the
lock and feed of the ;u“'mgarm“::gnﬁer
and jprovides ws with & firarcial

THE HERITAGE LINE

a%lsh AMERICAN

Ve

2010 IAHC Membership Orive

mﬂmp&nﬂeﬂmnﬂrupﬂuu
comeunity and Eamily atmosphere IItT1jal
ue to our Cemter. The beauty of
is that these is something for
RVETyOnE - dance, literanare, theater,
Frish Language bessons, social activities,
wolunteer opportunities, the Fifth Frovince,
and, of course, festivals and parties! Memr

] all of our programs and
dllpws o b ivolved & whateyer
bevel sumts their schedisle and interests.

In &n effort to strengthen our onga-
nization, we are iooking to expand our
membership and Eeing our missian to &

people as possile. A healthy, actie
mrgenummﬁltﬁhmkﬁpur
iCemer vizhle for years to come.

A5 members you are the best possible
sales peaple we could find to spread the
word about our orgarization. I fact, we
are 50 confident that our members will do
a great job of recruiting our membership

our

2010 I1AHC Membership Drive

Member - Get A Member Contest

2,00
WIN A TRIP -
FOR TWO
TO IRELAND! ™"

Chicago, lllinois

that we are offering a tip to Ireland as
incentive! That's right, you could be go-
ing to Ireland.

Encourage a new person to join the
IAHC and you hawe the chance to win a
tripfortwoto Irefand. Kooukdn't be easier,
e&ch of us probably knows someone who
should become 2 member for mayte fas
become a lapsed member).

If your are mot @ member - join foday
and you £an st recruiting members o
get into the contest.

The goal for 2010 2,010 new members!

Get your family and friends to join
and Win & Trip to Irefand or other great
prizes.

Hara ara the contest rules

1. All current 1AHC members are eligible
10 recruit mew memibers for this comtest.
2. MuFiple referrals are allowed. Far each
person that you recruit, you get an addi-

a part of it.

Chicago boasts one of the finest
Irish Centers in the world. Become

Running, maintaining, and upgrad-
ing the Center is a big job that
takes big commitment.

- Your membership helps make the

Member — Get A Member Contest
YOU Could WIN a Trip to Ireland!

tional chanee to wan! The more rew memr
bers you find, the better your chances of
winning. Cur goal this vear is 2010 new
members!

3. The person wia recruits the most new
members will recene a free party at the
Irish American Heritage Cenier for themr
sedves and 25 guests.
4 Forthe ofthe the new
mMrmmgjmmhwmn
& WAHC Member within the past year,

5. Memiers whose membership expired
dtthe end of 2009, may renew their mem-
hamummm&elgmmmfam
members for the comest.

fi. Referral entries must be a new member
and not an asdition to an existing [AHC
Tamily memiership.

7. Mew memiers that ane recruited for this
ionfest may in tum akso recruit new memr
bers and be entered into the contest.

How to antar:

- Omie you have identified & new
member for [8HC, have them fill out 2
IAHC Membership Form or contact the
office for details.

- Onthetopofthe new member's
irsert your name in the, 1 was recri

W- Iﬁhwwﬁumﬁem
fiorm and submit it with their dues to the
Center for processing.

- Membership Forms are availzble
in this issue or on-line at weaw.irish-

Al new memiership forms for the
contest must be received at the WHC
office by December 31st, 2010 for
entry imto the contest. Winners will be
announced &t the 25/35 Anniversary
Member's Event in January, 2011 {2 new
event yet ta be scheduled).

I was referred by:

BECOME A MEMBER

To join call 773-282-7035 x10, visit
www._irish-american.org, or fill out

the form below. Send payment to:

The Irish American
Heritage Center
Membership
4626 N. Knox Ave

HELP Us REACH OUR GDAL
RECRUIT A Ncw MEMBER Topay!

2010 New MEMBERS IN 2010

4626 N. Knox Ave , Chucago, IL 60630 »
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. Center happen. Chicago IL 60630 .

: Name E

! Address 1

! Cte ntn  Tin '

; "-"\-l-l-' ul-l.ll.l.-_l_lltr :

* Phone '

s Credit Card # Exp :

- 3 Digit code on card’s back: E

n . . 1

o ! 0 $1,000 - Chieftain ;

1 Annuai dues lﬂ* e il 0

+ 01 §$30/year or $50/2 years -ﬁfﬂérdnufﬁmhﬂmhmmthwt :

:Fam“'F Mem]mrs'.hip L S T TETI 1 TTE :

' O $40/year or $60/2 years 32,500 - High King -

- o 25-year membership without E

r $250 - Harper annnal dues :

st it 185,000 - Saint \

. - . - [ |

" $500 - Bard Lifetime membership without :

! 0 5-year membership annual dues :

:nnannualdnfs - !
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T73-282-T035 » www.insh-american org




April 2010

IRISH AMERICAN NEWS

”We've Always Been Green!”
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This Mother Superior is a Sistah!
Watch Her Take on Hollywood
In the comedy, Sunday School Cinema

Vicki Quade, the creator and co-
author of Late Nite Catechism, is
pleased to announce a new actress is
joining her comedy: Sunday School
Cinema, Starting in April, Michelle
Renee Thompson takes the stage at
the Royal George Theatre, 1641 N.
Halsted, Chicago, as the all-knowing,
movie loving nun, Mother Superior
Mary Margaret Toussaint. Thompson
is the first African-American actress
to play the role.

The show runs at 3 p.m. Sundays,
in rotation with Quade’s other nun
comedies.

Good movie? Bad movie? Con-
demned movie? If you're confused,
ask Mother Superior. She knows the

difference.

Trying to remember who directed
that movie? Better hope it wasn't
Satan!

Thompson grew up in Columbus,
Ohio in a very Catholic commu-
nitywheretwothingswereimportant:
Mass and Ohio State Football. She has
lived and performed in Chicago for
many years, working with a variety of
companies, including Chicago Actors
Ensemble, Touchstone Theatre and
Bailiwick Repertory. Sheisafounding
member of Corn Productions, where
she has performed in, directed, cho-
reographed and written several plays.
She also performs stand up comedy
and hasappeared in theindependent

Mary
Margaret 48
Thompson

film, “Never”.

Thompson has a BFA in Theatre
with a Dance Minor, from Otterbein
College in Westerville, Ohio. She
has also studied at The Second City
Conservatory, in Chicago.

In this comedy, Mother Superior
reviews movies and gives her own ver-
sion of thumbs up and thumbs down,

using herall-present ruler. You'll never
see films the same way again!

Sunday School Cinema looks at a
variety of genres, from mobster mov-
ies to alien films, but the audience
gets to chime in with their favorites.
So the show can change with every
performance and every audience.

In 1993, Vicki Quade brought
to life an idea that Chicago actress
Maripat Donovan wanted to perform.
Donovanwasfascinated with thelives
of the saints and wanted to doa stand-
up comedy routine. She approached
Quade to write a short skit for her.

Instead, Quade developedtheidea
and expanded it into the comedy
wonder, Late Nite Catechism, now
starting its 18th year in Chicago, and
a national and international hit, with
productions over the years in more
than 150 cities.

Like its two previous comedies,

Sunday School Cinema will be used to
help schoolsand churchesdoneeded
fundraising.

“Schools and parishes throughout
lllinois, Indiana, and Wisconsin have
enjoyed my shows as an easy way of
raising much-needed money to bal-
ance their budgets,’ says Quade. In
addition, each show continues the
campaign to raise retirement funds
for real Sisters. Through her comedies,
Quade has helped raise more than $2
million and “every penny has been
donated to various orders of nuns
nationwide,” she notes.

For her work raising awareness
of the plight of retired Sisters, Vicki
Quade received the Spirit of Benedict
Award in 2003 from the Benedictine
Sisters of Chicago, and, in 2005, she
was given aPartnersin Mission Award
by the Sisters of the Living Word in
Arlington Heights.

Look what April brought to theirishbookclub.com!
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SHIPPING TO AND FROM IRELAND!!!

Or Anywheral - Alr or Sea - Domestic of infemational
(Can Ship From Any LA, Ap Codo)
From Minimum Shipmends fo A0 & 40 Fool Conlainas & Aulomobiles
Wookly sorvice o Boifax], Cork, Dublin and ol Major lurepaan Porin
» Foctony Convertad Applances Avaloblo
REIOCATION SPECIALISTS BACK TO BELAND » BATRAIES » FREC ESTIMAIES
www. euroshlppers.com
Cnn Assld In Claodng Idsh Cusioms Coll: F0B-233-45780 Fox 708-233-1988

Eurc-51ras 7467 W. 954 51, Sulle 308 , Hickory Hills, IL 80457

Dance first. Think later. It's the Natural order.
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www.beckorschicago.com
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Brunch (Sat & Sun)
Lunch
Dinner

Drink Specials
Private Parties

Live DJs




