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By Sewm Farrel

A Sense of Perspective

Being out of Ireland, even tem-
porarily, offers the chance for
some perspective. Spain, the fifth
economy in Europe, the twelfth in
the world, is in trouble. And one
figure leaps out from the many:
over 50% of those under twenty
five are unemployed, almost 40%
with a third level qualification.
Moreover, what jobs there are on
offer are for the most part tempo-
rary or part time.

Greece is in a worse situation.
The economy is virtually a basket
case with figures for youth unem-
ployment a staggering 60 plus %.
The Greek government recently
shut down the State Television
service overnight to save money.
Both countries, incidentally, have
welfare systems and benefits at
the lower end of the EU scale. In
[taly youth unemployment has
touched 40%.

Seen from here, then, Ireland
is actually doing quite well, with
“only” around 30% of youth un-
employed.Given the different
interpretations of what constitutes
“youth unemployment” it can
be difficult to draw any definite
conclusions, beyond the fact that
these percentages are frightening.
Even when the better performing
European economies are included,
the overall unemployment figure
for those in the 15-24 age group
is 22.9% - almost one in four. The
figure for Ireland, of course, does
not factor in emigration, the tradi-
tional safely valve, now returned
with a vengeance. In the last four
years an estimated 300,000 have
left the country, 40% of them aged
between 15 and 24.

Some other indicators show the
economy here to be holding up
well, given the cross of austerity
it has been bearing. Irish exports
have done well, despite the slow-
down in the global economy and
the hiccups in the pharmaceuti-
cal sector as some very lucrative
patents expired. Irish business is
markedly more competitive than

several years ago. Employment
has actually risen and the overall
unemployment rate, though stuck
stubbornly at around 14%, is not
too far off the EU average of 12.2%,
though here again the emigration
effect probably flatters the figures.

Politically the targets set by the
Bailout Troika have for the most
part been met and the country
seems on target to exit the austerity
programme on schedule. This also
without the wholesale dismantling
of an idiosyncratic but still gener-
ous welfare system.

The welfare cuts have undoubt-
edly caused distress at the mar-
gins but this could have been
avoided had the government not
ducked some of the harder politi-
cal choices. We still, remember, pay
generous child benefit irrespective
of means and pay the unemployed
roughly $230 per week without
any cut off date. And here it is
worth pointing out that, in one
respect at least, Ireland is not
doing well. Once unemployed in
Ireland it appears difficult to secure
employment again. Irish long term
unemployment (a minimum of
twelve months) is 61% of the total
— the second worst in the EU;this
despite the emigration effect.

The overall European figures,
which show little indication of
improvement in the short term,
do not augur well. How can Spain
or the others in trouble generate
the growth required to dent these
frightening percentages (overall
Spanish unemployment is 26.2%)
?Long term unemployment seems

set to rise significantly over the
next year in Spain,Greece and
Italy unless something happens.
But what? The debate on austerity
in Europe is now finely balanced,
with political opposition to current
fiscal policies mounting, certainly
among the PIGS. However there is
unlikely to be any marked shift in
overall policy this side of the Ger-
man elections due in September.
Then we shall see.

For consideration is whether the
European institutions, in particular
the ECB, as currently structured,
are capable of effecting signifi-
cant sufficient changes in policy.
In the USA the Federal Reserve
has engaged in quantitative eas-
ing - a euphemism for printing
money - since 2009, and most
commentators credit that policy
with preventing a world recession
morphing into a depression. The
ECB has done some tinkering, and
printing money, under a different
name in the last two years, but re-
mains subject to a more restrictive
mandate and a political climate
strongly influence by fears of infla-
tion among the fiscal conservatives
of Germany and the Netherlands.

A second consideration, not al-
ways addressed, is just where the
desperately needed new employ-
ment is to be found. Time was there
were export opportunities in new
markets or new sectors. The Celtic
Tiger offered a prime example.
It was followed by a domestic
building boom which reached
unsustainable levels and eventu-
ally collapsed. A somewhat similar
boom (and collapse) occurred in
Spain. Can the boom be repeated?
Certainly not for the foreseeable
future in the domestic construction
area. Yes, there are new emerg-
ing markets as the BRICs and the
economies emerging behind them
become more prosperous. How-
ever, there are now more competi-
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tors, spearheaded by China.

Early last month the EU im-
posed sanctions against Chinese
exports of solar panels, initially
for a two month period, to allow
for negotiation. The EU argument,
led by France and Italy, was that
China, by dumping billions of
euros of panels, had captured 80%
of the EU market. China has threat-
ened retaliation against European
wine exports. The European hawks
contend that virtually everything
China produces is subsidised, ei-
ther directly or through exchange
rate manipulation. The European
doves fear a trade war, with ex-
ports to China threatened.

Déja vu anyone?Consider what
happened to traditional industries
in Europe and the USA during the
sixties and after as first Japan and
then Korea systematically targeted
sectors. Shipbuilding, cameras,
motor bikes, cars, televisions, elec-
trical goods were among the areas
to succumb.

A compromise of sorts was
reached, with essentially Asian
management methods and tech-
niques accompanying increased
Asian investment in Europe and
the USA. European and American
manufacturers found enough in
new, niche or luxury markets to
replace some of what was lost.
Rising world prosperity, increased

global demand and the informa-
tion revolution meant there was
enough cake to go round. Then.

It is by no means certain that
this is the case any more. The com-
parative advantages that the EU
(and the West) enjoyed, in terms
of education, intellectual capital,
levels of capital investment and an
international trading environment
skewed in its favour have all been
eroded.

I remember a decade ago ad-
dressing a women'’s symposium
in Estonia on the subject of “Secu-
rity.” Estonia was in the process of
joining NATO and the European
Union, andinter alia the Estonians
were interested in how Ireland had
managed to maintain military neu-
trality. In the Q and A which fol-
lowed I was asked what I regarded
as the biggest threat to the security
of the West. In response I pointed
tomy silk tie: “You may not like the
tie, Ladies, but the salient point is
that similar ties in Europe sell for
$ 300r more; I bought this in China
for $1 last year.”I suggested that,
in the years to come, the willing-
ness of those in poorer economies
to produce similar goods much
cheaper than us would pose a
stern test for the West. That time
may now be here. Where will the
jobs Europe needs come from?Our
moment in the sun may be past.
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Wull Dog and
the Missing Man

By Gardiner Weir, Publish America.

This book encourages us to be con-
stantly observant. It especially encourages
teens to be observant, to listen to their
hunches and to bravely follow where
they lead.

In the Forward, the author tells us,
“This story is set in the farmlands and
glens of County Antrim, Northern ire-
land - and takes place in 1942 during the
Second World War.”

The city of Belfast was only tgwenty
eight miles away and it was heavily
bobmbed by the Nazi Air Force. This was
because of it's strategic harbor, critical
naval facilities, and arms factories.

A Nazi fighter crashes in a field on the
farm where the main characterslive. They
are three children and their fox terrier,
Wulldog.

The language in the book is plain and
straight forward. And, the author uses
it to create memorable scenes and char-
acters. The reading level is appropriate
for pre-teens and teenagers. The book
so gripped my imagination that I read
it twice!

Each scen is distinctly drawn, colorful
and real. Example: As the plane chrashes
in the field and before it explodes, the au-
thor doesn't just say it
is night and very dar,
he says, “The night
about us was dark.
Above were heavy
clouds so that even
the stars could not be
seen.” Then the plane
explodes into a bright
ball of flame. When
this happens, the au-
thor makes it very real
when he says, “The
night exploded about
us.”

After the explosion,
“It was assumed that
all the crew perished. But no! The pilot
escaped and the hunt is on by the police
and the Royal Air Force, A"

However, the three children, with their
fox terrier, Wulldog, plan to help them.
And the adventure begins.

The author, Gardiner Weir, was raised
on a farm in Northern Ireland.

ANDTHE

—MISSING
«MAN —

GARDINER M. WEIR

1940’s when
the farm had
no electricity
or phone. The family radio depended
on batteries and reception was intermit-
tent. People entertained themselves with
stories told around the hearth in the eve-
nings. this book reflects
those words with their
beauty and quiet power.

Weir has written sev-
eral collections of Scot
Irish short stories, po-
ems and books for chil-
dren. I have reviewed
most of them and ad-
mire his ability to create
the subtle feelings of his
characters. Weir feels
a debt to the people he e
knew when growing |
up and a responsibility D.
to show the beautiful
language they used to express their
imaginations.

Near the beginning of the book the
children observe the first clue. Climb-
ing up the ladder, inside the barn, to the
little used loft, one of the children says, “I
placed my hand on the step. It was wet
and muddy . .. someone had been up here
this morning” he whispers to the others.

I enjoyed this book for its constant
suspense. The children discover clues
and with great bravery - help the police
capture the Nazi airman and the gang of
spies he works with.

Wulldog and the Missing
Man, and Weir’s other books
can be ordered from Barnes
and Noble, Amazon, Publish
American, and from book-
stores in the UK, Australia,
New Zealand, South Africa,
India, and Germany.

The Rag Tree:
A Novel of

Ireland

By D. P. Costello,Surge
Publishing.

This is a lively, fast-paced
mystery thriller. It is a po-
litical thriller with the colorful characters
you'd expect to see. There are: police
detectives, politicians, military officers,
and sports figures among others. We
quickly recognize - and too well - the self
important politicians and their wealthy
patrons. Yes, Ireland has them too!

The main idea or focus of the book is the

. C

tions? Or, as one character says: Would
“The Ireland we both hold dear . . . be
lost forever?”

Unexplainable things happen in life.
Would the new Ireland try to make mate-
rial rational explanations for everything?

An important part of life is what we
believe. There is a strong
human desire, or need, to
believe in something that
is greater than ourselves.
Something that makes life
worthwhile.

In traditional Ireland,
people believed in the
presence in the real world
of the spirit of the Celtic
gods. And they believed in
spirit messengers from the
other world. Is this any dif-
ferent from some beliefs of
modern religions? The Rag
Tree shows us that they are
one and the same.

A spirit in the form of a talking bird,
appears often in the book. But didn't
animals talk to St. Francis of Assisi too?
Is there a difference?

Amajor focus of this book is the power
of belief in a rag tree. What is a rag tree?
In traditional Ireland, and in some parts
of Ireland today, a rag tree held the hopes
of people. The book has a picture of a
popular rag tree in County Kilkenny to-
day. Petitioners for good luck, or for good
health, or for other things, tied a strip of
cloth to a tree that people believed was
protected by spirits. When the piece of
cloth, or rag, eventually fell off the tree,
people believed the wish they had asked
for would be fulfilled.

The unforgettable characters in The
Rag Tree appear in brilliant scenes in this
complex mystery. It draws a vidid picture
of today’s ireland and its ancient beliefs
and traditions.
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and boating
in the Chain
O’Lakes.Un-
fortunately, a
tragic accident
ended Tony’s

This is the next of a series of columns on
how the law can impact your life.Each
month we will focus on various aspects
of the law relating to personal injuries,
those that happen both on-the-job
and otherwise, including mishaps
which occur in driving vehicles, using
products and receiving medical care.
The column will also respond to legal
questions relating to personal injury
that are sent to us.

The Healy Law Firm is comprised of
eight trial attorneys, two of whom
are from Ireland.We are located
downtown at 111 West Washington
Street, Suite 1425, Chicago, Illinois
60602 (800-922-4500 or 312-977-0100).
www.HealyLawFirm.com.The firm
concentrates in the representation
of injured victims of all types of
accidents.

Casual Boating Can Have

Serious Consequences

Last summer, Tony was just a typical
grade school aged kid, happy to be out of
school and enjoy the summer with his par-
ents and three siblings.Part of that enjoy-
able summer was going to be swimming

121 S Villa Ave * Villa Park

mahoneyspub.nel
630-516-1677

life, and devas-
tated his family.

On July 28, Tony was water tubing with
his sister behind a pontoon boat driven
by their father on Petite Lake, part of the
Chain O’'Lakes.As anyone who has gone
water tubing knows, it is very easy to fall
off; and sometimes, falling off is one of the
best parts.Tony did in fact fall off the tube
and into the water.Tony, who was wearing
a life preserver, floated in the water while
his father carefully turned the pontoon
boat around to pick him up.But as he made
his turn, Tony’s father saw a large white
speed boat “flying down the middle of the
lake and bearing down on his son.”The
speed boat struck Tony, killing him.

At first, investigators were unsure what
to make of the tragedy - an unavoid-
able accident or wrongful conduct by a
boater?Toxicology results would soon
reveal that the latter was the culprit - the
driver of the speed boat was allegedly
intoxicated with alcohol and had recently
used cocaine.A State Police forensic scien-
tist extrapolated the driver’s blood draw to
determine that the driver’s blood-alcohol
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content was between .09 and .128 at the
time of the crash.

Unlike driving a car, there is no prohibi-
tion to drinking while driving a boat. How-
ever, like driving a car, you are prohibited
from driving a boat while intoxicated.
Similarly, a driver is prohibited from oper-
ating a boat with any measurable amount
of a controlled substance, such as cocaine
or marijuana, in his system.

Further investigation would also show
that this was also not an isolated incident.
The driver who struck Tony had previ-
ously been charged with operating a boat
while intoxicated —on the Chain O Lakes
that time as well.

Following an extensive investigation,
the driver was charged with reckless ho-
micide and aggravated driving under the
influence. After initially pleading not guilty
to the charges, months later the driver
plead guilty to the driving under the influ-
ence charge in exchange for prosecutors
dismissing the reckless homicide charge.

Although the driver expressed remorse
athis actions, he was recently sentenced to
10 years in prison.

Unfortunately, Wisconsin and Illinois
lead the country in water related deaths.
Although Tony’s death is just one of the
latest, hopefully it will serve as a grim
reminder of the serious consequences that
come from a lack of boating safety. Below,
we recap some key boating safety issues.

Be Careful With
Rental Equipment

Often, boating equipment you use will
not be your own, but will be a rental or bor-
rowed equipment.Make sure to familiarize
yourself with the equipment before you use
it—including any safety devices.Make sure
also to read all warnings and instructional
stickers before operating the equipment.

In the past, we represented a young
woman who was seriously injured by ajet
ski operator who was unfamiliar with the
powerful thrust behind the jet ski.

Make Sure Your Boat
Has Proper Equipment

Although many think that all you need
to operate a boat are swim trunks and flip-
flop sandals, boating regulations address a
wide variety of equipment that must be on
and in the boat, including proper lighting,
an adequate number of life preserves/life
jackets, whistles and fire extinguishers, just
to name a few.Regulations also require that
lighting on the boat be used between sunset
and sunrise while the vehicle is underway.

Although GPS and other electronic de-
vices can be helpful in boat operation, it is
important to not become overly reliant on

these electronic devices, as they may fail to
work or work well while out on the water.

Have Boat Insurance

Unlike car insurance, boat insurance is
not mandatory in most states.Neverthe-
less, itis just as important to be adequately
insured when it comes to boating insur-
ance as it is with car insurance.Boat insur-
ance will have similar coverages to your
automobile policy:liability, property dam-
age, medical payments and uninsured and
underinsured coverages.Of course, since
boat insurance is not mandatory, having
uninsured and underinsured coverage for
yourself may be critical if you are injured
as a result of someone else’s negligence.

Depending on the size of your boat, your
homeowners insurance may provide some
coverage for your boat or jet ski.Check
with your agent to see if you are covered.
The larger the boat that is involved, the
more likely it is that it will not be covered
and that a separate policy will need to be
purchased.

When renting boating equipment, in-
quire about the rental company’s insurance
and whether it covers you as well as the
equipment.

Drive Safely and
Pay Attention to Others

Most importantly, drive your boat
safely and make sure you are paying close
attention to other boats and those not in
boats: skiers, tubers, swimmers.Although
waterways generally do not come with
traffic lights or defined lanes —act as if you
would on the roadway.Illinois law forbids
adriver from operating any watercraft in
a careless manner as to endanger persons
or property.It specifically prohibits weav-
ing through congested traffic, jumping
the wake of another vessel unreasonably
or unnecessarily close to the other vessel,
passing in a manner that creates a hazard-
ous wake or waiting until the last possible
moment to swerve to avoid a collision.

Boating is one of the most enjoyable
part of summertime for people of all ages.
While no one wants to take that away, it
is important to keep in mind that casual
attitudes towards operating a boat can
have life shattering results.Taking all nec-
essary precautions will ensure that your
"9 memories of boating
are all positive.

By: Martin Healy,
Jr., (above) and Den-
nis M. Lynch. (left)
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Johnny’s Kitchen and Tap
Dining Out the Way it Should Be

By Ryanne Gallagher Johnson

Recently, Cathy Curry and
Cliff Carlson of Irish American
News had a chance to sit down
and talk with Mary A. Venezia,
a local restaurant owner and
supporter of Chicagoland’s Irish
community. They were curious
as to why Mary was advertising
in an Irish-American newspaper.

Mary is the co-owner of John-
ny’s Kitchen & Tap in Glenview
and Black Steer Charhouse in
Elk Grove, and has done work
for the Irish American Heritage
Center.”Many of the folks from the
I[rish American Heritage Center
eatat my restaurant, and that’s
how I became involved at the
Center. I have quite a few cus-
tomers from the Center who
come in regularly now. We
have a great time,” said Mary.

With both Italian and Irish
roots, a strong New England
accent, and a boisterous, out-
going personality, Mary is
carving out a name for herself
in both the food industry and
the Irish world.

Hailing from north of Bos-
ton, Massachusetts, Mary was

gust, but still looks much like the
day it opened, thanks to Mary’s
work ethic..

The restaurant, which has a
distinct “Cheers” feel, due in large
part to the bar being located in the
center of the main room, features
a simple, but delicious, menu
consisting of items that are made
fresh in the kitchen.

Black Steer Charhouse, a larger
restaurant, though no less charm-
ing than Johnny’s Kitchen & Tap,
is her more recent project. A proud
member of Dining out Enterpris-
es, Black Steer is focused on being

exposed to food early on with ~ Johnny’s Kitchen and Tap is
her father’s [talian restaurant, famous for their ribs.

Angelo’s Fish & Chips. But her
destiny in food took a few detours
along the way; despite having
grown up in the restaurant busi-
ness, Mary had no inclination to
follow in her father’s footsteps at
first. Instead, after attending col-
lege in Las Vegas, she spent seven
years working in sales, traveling
and selling to hotel chains. It
wasn't until she landed in Mil-
waukee and went to work for
Edward Don and Company, a dis-
tributor of foodservice equipment
and supplies, that she began to get
the restaurant “bug.” It was this
last job that ultimately brought
her to Chicago, and where she
opened her flagship restaurant,
Johnny’s Kitchen & Tap, with her
business partner of nearly two
decades, Jim Panagakis.
Johnny’s, boasting “Home of
the best wood roasted chicken
and barbeque baby back ribs”, has
been open for 18 years this Au-

asteakhouse with many non-beef
dishes, in order to provide a more
cost-effective menu. Everything in
the restaurant is made in-house,
from the salad dressings to the fish
fillets that are done fresh every
day, and its size makes it a great
place for parties or private events.
Both of Mary’s restaurants offer a
warm atmosphere and a friendly
environment for a pleasant dining
experience.

Mary splits most of her time
between the two establishments,
and takes a large part in running
both. On any given day, you can
find her in one or the other, filling
in when a hostess is away from the
front, pouring a drink, or making
the rounds to patrons, many of
whom she remembers and recog-
nizes by name.

It's possible that Mary’s friend-
ly and hospitable disposition
stems from the Irish half of her
roots. Though her father is Ital-

ian, her mother’s parents were
born and bred in Ireland. Her
grandmother was from Lougher
on the Dingle Penninsula and her
grandfather was from the Cork/
Kerry border town of Mountcol-
lins, and Mary has lived with an
affinity for both the country and

the culture. Her affection can be
seen in her extensive work raising
funds for charities benefiting the
Irish American Heritage Center in
Chicago, as well as in her support
for this local newspaper through
long-time advertising.

She has enjoyed travelling to

The Trinity Knot

shopthetrinityknot.com

Ireland twice and hopes to some-
day be able to retire and make it
a more frequent vacation spot.
Our guess is that Ireland could
use another great restaurant!
Johnny’s, 1740 Milwaukee Ave,
Glenview IL 60025. 847-699-9999,
open daily at 11am.

Celtic Rug Collection
The Trinity Enot has been salected
a5 ihe excusive nag galary kor

Hggins & Company Caltic and Irish Rugs
in Wingiz and Modhom Indisna

Higgins & Company of Clarsmaorria,

County Mays, rsland has ben
Nand-making ai-wool rugs since 1820,

Shop i Codlecifon!
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Irigh-Quality

Irigh Service
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South Side Dance
School Keeps Growing

Sﬁﬁthsi:(_ile =

By Tim Moran, South Side Editor
SOUTH SIDE — With four years now
under their belt, the Tooromeen School of
Irish Dance continues to expand, recently
hiring three new teachers to help assist the
nearly 100 dancers enrolled at the school.
“We are now up to 85 dancers,” said
Katie Noonan, founder and artistic direc-
tor of the school that has locations in Ev-
ergreen Park (2700 W.
91st St.) and Westmont
(135 W. 61st St.) — not-
ing that they began
four years ago with
only one dancer.
Tooromeen has five
different levels for solo
dancing. They have re-
cently began forming
teams for the Midwest
championships, per-
forming in a competi-
tion once a month in cit-
ies across the Midwest

such as Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Louis.

They will have three teams that will com-
pete in the World Championship, held on
Thanksgiving weekend this year in Boston.

“1 feel the momentum,” Noonan said.
“I've got compliments from teachers and
judges that I respect - all saying we've
done a good job.”

In solo dancing, Irish dancers work to
qualify for championships and move up
levels — all while working on improving
their “personal best” routines.

ASEOQOCIATES
announces availability

Rl b

Dr. Vivek Iyengar of
derm atokjgy in Tinley Park

of a new skin cancer treatment
in the South Suburbs.

Dermatology Asmociates i Tinley Park now provides a
non=mrgical option for specific types of non-melanoma skin
cancer. The mobile mperficial mdiation therapy (SET) is
designesd to proside an alternative to Mohs mrgical procedores
fior the treatment of hasal cell and squameons czll cardnomas.

Surgery is no longer the only option.

The SRT is virtually painless, does not invalve reconstructive surgery,
has high cure rates and minimal o no scarring. In addition to a short
procedure time, SRT allows for a faster healing process.
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- Blackhawks’ Cup Win
Captivates Entire City

By Tim Moran, South Side Editor
For sports fans on the South Side of Chicago, it may be impossible
to top that warm October night in 2005 when the White Sox ended

88 years of frustration by bringing the city their first World Series

fashion.

South Side Editor,
Tim Moran

Just recently, two Tooro-
meen dancers received the
privilege of selecting their
own dance, something
Noonan calls “a really big
honor.”

In addition to the numer-
ous competition and shows,
the Tooromeen dancers are
also present at a number
of community functions,
parades and benefits.

“We're at Bourbon Street
once a month it seems,”
Noonan said, referring to the
bar in Merrionette Park that
is known for hosting benefits throughout
the year.

They also perform at the “typical” Irish
places around Chicago, including Gaelic
Park, the Irish American Heritage Center,
the St. Patrick’s Day Parade and various
private parties.

“If someone we know, or a neighbor, is
having a benefit - we will usually perform
there,” Noonan said.

But even though the numbers show that
Tooromeen is on its way up (having 50
dancers last year to 85 now), Noonan has
set the goals even higher for the future.

“We are on our way, and doing well,
but we always want more,” she said. “We
hope to maintain our great family spirit.
That is what makes this so great.”

Noonan, who grew up on the South
Side of Chicago and attended Hinsdale
Central High School, now resides in
the Beverly neighborhood. Much of the
dancers are from Beverly, Evergreen Park
and Oak Lawn - but anyone interested is
encouraged to give it a shot.

To enroll in the Tooromeen School of
Irish Dance, email Noonan at info@tooro-
meen.com. The ages are 4 through adult

early a century by sweeping the Houston Astros in emphatic

We thought we may never see anything like that again,
and with the struggles of both Chicago baseball teams over
the last few years - that may indeed have been a once in
a lifetime event.

But one thing that is turning into anything but a “once
in a lifetime” celebration is the Chicago Blackhawks, who
brought home their second Stanley Cup championship in
four years on June 24. The Game Six win over the Boston
Bruins, which featured a quick comeback (scoring two goals
in 17 seconds with a minute to go in the game), reinforced

that no matter how much baseball divides
the North and South - the Blackhawks are
here to bring us all together.

Yes, the Blackhawks. Not the Bears,
not the Bulls, or the Chicago Fire for that
matter. The Blackhawks.

Chicago has become a hockey town
(actually a Hawkeytown) again, and the
Blackhawks are our new prized posses-
sion.

“It's something everyone can be a part
of,” said Evergreen Park resident Kevin
Clifford as he was waiting for the puck
to drop in Game Six with friends David
Johnson and Kirk Hooker at Keegan’s Pub
on Western Avenue. “Everyone can have
fun and cheer this team on, its for the city.”

Just 10 years ago, anyone who pre-
dicted the Hawks could even compete
for a title in the next decade was out of
their mind. Under previous ownership,
the Hawks were unable to develop draft
picks, did not televise home games and
struggled to fill the stadium. Even mak-
ing the playoffs in 2002 was an anomaly,
as the Hawks were constant cellar dwell-
ers. They could not draw as many people
as the Chicago Wolves, a minor league
team that makes the tiny Allstate Arena
their home.

“They were so bad for so long,” said
Johnson, of Palos Heights. “But now they
have a lot of great, young players and
the fans have come back.” Johnson said
he was at Keegan’s for Game Six because
that’s where he was when the team won
the Cup in 2010.

“Just a little superstition,” he said.

Later that night, Chicago would turn
into a city filled with joy. Fans packed
the area near the United Center. Traffic
was stopped, car horns were beeping as
die-hard and casual Hawks fans ran the
streets, high-fiving and hugging people

Continued to page 14
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Inspiring Photographer
Stays True To His Roots

By Tim Moran, South Side Editor

BEVERLY - The “pursuit of the
image” is what drives Ryan Bol-
ger, a well-known and inspiring
photographer who grew up in
Chicago’s Beverly neighborhood.

Whetherit's ata wedding, on the
streets of Chicago or overlooking a
beautiful horizon over a mountain,
Bolger is always in the midst of a
journey - one where his camera
tells the story.

“Being Irish has a lot to do with

Ryan Bolger
my journey,” said Bolger, a descen-
dant of the Bolger, McDonnell and
Kelly families, who have kin hail-
ing from the Wicklow Mountains,
Limerick and Cork.

“My heritage is very important
to me,” he added. “The Irish are
very creative people.”

And it’s that creativity that has
accompanied Bolger during his
many adventures.

“There s pride and honor in cap-
turing a story for people,” he said.
“It is very rewarding because I do
all different sorts of photography
- that's what makes it fun.

“I can go from hiking a sand
dune one day, to flying to Miami
to do a wedding or selling a land-
scape print to a client in Germany.”

But no matter how many great
moments he encounters, Bolger’s
main motivation, he says, is help-
ing others.

“If I wasn’t a photographer,
I'd be a priest because I like to
help people - I feel I educate and
inspire people through my work,”
Bolger said.

But Bolger’s work - which in-
cludes performing official pho-
tography for both the South Side
[rish Parade and the Downtown
Chicago St. Patrick’s Day com-

mittees as well as portraying “The
Mayor’s Photographer” in two
seasons of “Boss” - has not come
without its triumph and tragedy.

Born two months premature,
Bolger’s family was told a few
times that he nearly died in the
hospital.

“Thad a lot of scary procedures
and surgeries, and I still have scars
to show it,” he said. “So when I
wake up everyday, I know I'm not
suppose to be here, but by the grace
of God I am.”

Bolger’s older brother, Richard
James Bolger - a painter from Chi-
cago, passed away nearly a decade
ago. Richard had an art gallery in
Chicago, and had “a lot to do”
with inspiring his brother’s work
in the arts.

“He had an art gallery and I
wanted to carry on the torch,”
Ryan said. So a few years later,
the younger Bolger stayed true
to his word, opening a space
in the midst of the Uptown
Arts District of Michigan City,
Indiana. Although he no longer
operates that space, Bolger has
announced that a new gallery
is in the works in nearby New
Buffalo, Michigan.

“It will be just north of Reda-
mak’s,” he said - referring to the
popular restaurant along U.S. 12
just passed the Indiana border.

Ryan has also had to deal with
the passing of his best friend,
Christine. He says it was her and
his brother who were the biggest
believers in his dream.

“After they passed, I became
much more serious, and just flat
out determined, to not give up on
the dream,” Bolger said.

Bolger’s childhood was spent in
many different areas of the United
States - having lived not only in
Beverly, but in California and a
few beach towns near Michigan
City. But his true home he says, is
the “Southside Irish.”

“I'm true to my corps,” he said.

So being an official photogra-
pher for the last two years at the
South Side Irish Parade was pretty
special for the Mount Carmel High
School graduate.

“I felt like it was my duty to
photograph that stuff,” he said,

recalling spending many a child-
hood Sunday in March on a “huge
deck” at his Grandmother’s home
at 106th and Claremont.

“It was a day where so many
families get together. The ones who

phy in high school.

* While attending high school
at Mount Carmel on the southeast
side of Chicago, Bolger was liv-
ing in Duneland Beach, Indiana
- making the hour-plus commute

fEgrer §
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to school everyday.

* In addition to being a photog-
rapher, Bolger has been seen as an
actor, appearing in the hit televi-
sion show “Boss,” among other
television and film roles.

= ,:~i-;..p-hl
A

Apicture can be just a picture, but some pictures capture the essence of something.This one says, “Not
justANYparade, The South Side Irish Parade!”

have moved away flock home to go
toit. It's about family, heritage and
honor. And through photography,
I can capture that.”

Having already developed into
a world-class photographer just
13 years into practicing the craft,
Bolger sees the sky as the limit for
the future.

“Twould like to travel the world
whenI'minmy 30s,” he said. “And
if that goes well, I'd like to travel
through life. I love being out there
telling a story with an image. The
world is the canvas, and if I can do
it, I fell that’s what I have to do.”

Did you know:

* Bolger’s cousin spent much
of the month of June in Ireland,
dumping the ashes of both Ryan's
brother and grandfather in Dingle
Bay. Making a trip to Ireland, Ryan
says, is something he thinks about
“every day” of his life.

* Bolger is a third cousin of the
late-actor Ray Bolger, who is best
known for his role as “The Scare-
crow” in The Wizard of Oz. Watch-
ing films such as The Wizard of
Oz and Top Gun as a child helped
inspire Ryan to take up photogra-
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Blackhawks Win Stanley Cup

Continued from page 12

they had never met. Quite the party erupted on the North
Side near Wrigley Field as well, and the intersection of Clark
and Halsted streets was a free-for-all, with overjoyed fans
embracing each other on a perfect night to bring home a
Cup.

This year’s win may not have had the historical impact
the win in 2010 did, but more people were watching. The
2010 team had 49 years worth of bones to bury, giving

A pair of Blackhawks fans take to the streets
near the United Center after the team secured their
second Stanley Cup championship in four years on
Monday, June 24. Photo by Tim Moran

RESTAURANT

10522 S. Western Ave.
T73-238-0234

Lunch daily, Monday-Friday
Dinner served avery night

many die-hard fans
that year a night they
would never forget.
The 2010 champion-
ship parade brought

more than 2 million
people to the streets
for the- which, having
been in attendance, is
one of my proudest
Chicago experiences.

“Every year the standards get higher,” said Hooker, a
Beverly native who was nervously awaiting puck-drop in
Game Six. “We didn’t know if we were even going to see
Hockey this year - so winning it now (is) pretty special,” he
added - referring to the lockout that nearly cut the regular
season in half.

Inbaseball, Chicago is obviously divided. The Bears and
Bulls often cause more frustration among fans than joy. The
Bears were the North Side team until moving to Soldier Field
in 1971. The Bulls have the same ownership as the White
Sox. But everyone seems back the Blackhawks, and there has
been little to no criticism of the team over the last four years.

While out celebrating on June 24, I had one message for
fellow-Hawks fans that were having the time of their life.

“Same place, next year,” I would say.

And why not, as Johnson pointed out, this team is young,
tough and anything but complacent. The Cup is back home
on Madison street, and that is incentive enough for the
Hawks to ensure it does not change its address next year.

Your Trusted Irish Connection to
the Insurance Industry

708-671-89010

Contractors and Builders Risk,
Condo and Apartment Buildings
our Speclalties Since 1990

11519 5. Harlem fve.
Worth, IL 60482

Stop the St. James Demolition
A Call to Arms

We are losing St. James Church, the anchor of a vibrant
and diverse parish community, which embodies the his-
tory of Irish Chicago because of misinformation and bad
faith on the part of the Archdiocese of Chicago.

The classic gothic structure designed by famed archi-
tect Patrick Keeley was built as a prayer of thanksgiving
in 1888 by Irish emigrants who had escaped the Great
Hunger and found deliverance in Chicago.

During the last 50
years African Ameri-
can parishioners
have maintained this
church which became
a center for social jus-
tice during the civil
rights and today
serves 1,500 families
through a food pantry
that number Presi-
dent Barack Obama g ¥
and first lady Mi- =
chelle Obama among
its volunteers.

Four years ago an inspector found that structural
repairs were needed. These were done at a cost of one
million dollars. Parishioners began to raise money for
further restorations.

The city did not impose fines as has been reported.
They simply asked for violations to be fixed. However,
to this date the Archdiocese has not allowed a building
inspector to survey the premises.

Rumors were spread that the St. James Church
needed a 12 million dollar restoration. Not true. The
archdiocesan budget, available through Friends of St.

John's Cell James on Wabash is full of duplications and unneeded

Serving the Beverly community for 45 years 708-369-66390 features. Two other firms estimated the restoration cost
Continued to page 47
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Gallagher Clan Reunion At
Milwaukee Irish Fest August 15-18

Calling all Gallaghers, you
are invited to join the Reunion
of Clan Gallagher this sum-
mer in Milwaukee.There will
be a special tent at Irish Fest
for the reunion and lots of spe-

O Gallcobair

cial events for the week-end.
They include:participation in
the Sunday Mass; marching
with the daily parade through
the festival grounds; in our own
tent - meeting all of the reunion
members who claim Gallagher
ancestry;research your ancestry
and genealogy — bring along
family history and photos.

There is another special tent
devoted to Genealogy on the
[rish Fest grounds, with many
knowledgeable research experts
on site to help you find your
Gallagher ancestors.

If you plan on attending the
Clan Reunion, please send an
e-mail to jeankbills@aol.com to
register your name and inten-
tions.If you would like to help
plan for the daily events you will

NOW
HIRING
IRISH
CAREGIVERS

for immediate employment.
Experience preferred and
must have reliable trans-
portation.
Please call Ashling at 708-
728-5538 or email aishling-
care@gmail.com

be very welcome, just mention
it in the e-mail.Also, please pass
on the information to relatives
who may be interested in the
Gallagher Clan Reunion.

Immigration
Townhall
Meeting

Learn how the current Senate
immigration bill affects you?
July 9 2013, 7PMat the Irish
American Heritage Center 4626

N. Knox Avenue, Chicago, and
July 11, 2013 at Chicago Gaelic
Park, 6119 147th Street, Oak
Forest IL

*Update on the prospects for
immigration reform

eLearn about the proposed
new Irish Schumer Visas

eDetails on how the undocu-
mented can apply for citizenship

*Find out how you can get
involved
Chicago Irish Immigrant
Support is a 501c3 not-for-
profit immigration and social
services provider

I

See how
you can get up to
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Tip of the Iceberg

Uncovering International Insurance
Fraud and Identity Theft in Ireland

By David Snow CIFI IASIU
Ireland Europe

An investigation into a com-
plicated personal injury claim by
an insurance company in Ireland
that spanned continents and in-
volved cross-border collaboration
between SIU teams in Ireland, the
UK, and the U.S. saved $515,000.

It also resulted in the successful
criminal prosecution and jailing of
a professional fraudster who not

only staged multiple false insur-
ance claims, but also committed
identity theft using the information
from deceased infants.

HOW IT ALL BEGAN

Aninsurerin Ireland received an
automobile insurance claim from
a policyholder, a Polish national,
who said that he knocked down an
American tourist, Jeremy Cochran.
He claimed Cochran received
severe back injuries as a result of

STATE BANK
OF COUNTRYSIDE

SPECTALIZING IN

» Checking Accounts

* Savings Accounts
* Debit Cards with Cash Rewards
* 5BC Imternet Banking

* SBC Billpay
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Charien, IL 60541
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www.statebankofcountryside.com

Mambar FOIC

this accident, and he supported
this with medical evidence.Jeremy-
Cochran.gif

As there were no independent
witnesses and the Irish Police did
not attend the accident, the claim
was referred to David Snow, Head
of Special Investigations with
Zurich Insurance Ireland’s special
investigation unit. At that time, he
immediately commenced a thor-
ough investigation into the case.

Cochran provided a temporary
address for him in the UK. Snow
sought help from the UK with the
investigation, and they assisted by
obtaining a number of addresses
for Cochran that matched other
claims in a UK database.

CHASING COCHRAN

With these findings, Snow sus-
pected that Cochran had moved
to Poland. With the help of local
claims handlers who
were fluent in Polish,
Snow stayed in contact
with Cochran over the
phone and via email
until he was able to
find his location at an
address in Poland.

A Polish private
investigator was ap-
pointed following
consultation with a
representative of IASIU Europe.
He observed that Cochran was
driving a Dublin registered green
Volvo. A registration check on
the vehicle revealed that it was
insured in Ireland to man named
Kevin Casey. With the support of
Insurance Link, an Irish insurance
industry database, Snow soon es-
tablished that there was a second
claim against another insurer for a
Kevin Casey with an address near
Northern Ireland.

Snow managed to track down
and interview Casey, where it soon
became apparent that he was an
innocent party. He had not made
any insurance claims, but in fact
had on-going issues with some-
one gaining access to his identity.
When he applied for a passport,
for instance, Casey was told, “You
already have one.”

It was now clear that the per-
sonal insurance claim had been
staged and the insurer dismissed
the claim. This resulted in a sav-
ings of $515,000. Snow also as-
sisted other insurers in combating

Jeremy Cochran

David Snow

fraud allegedly committed by this
individual.

However, this was not the end
of the story. As it turned out, this
claim was just the tip of the iceberg.

With the assistance of IASIU
colleagues in Dallas, Snow estab-
lished that Cochran was wanted by
authorities in Texas. It was learned
that Cochran had married the in-
sured’s sister in Las Vegas before
the accident.

More and more
names turned up
that seemed to
be linked to the
case, causing
Snow to continue
his investigation.
It turned out the
district attorney’s
office in Durant,
OKkla., had issued
a warrant for the arrest of a “Jer-
emy Cochran.” This arrest warrant
included a photograph, which
matched the ones that Snow had
received from the private investi-
gator in Poland. It was now clear
that Cochran was a professional
fraudster who used false identi-
ties to commit insurance fraud in
several countries.

WHAT'S

UNDERNEATH THE WATER

One of the names that Cochran
had used to make claims against
Irish insurance companies was
John Martin. Snow checked with
the Births/Deaths and Marriages
office in Dublin for this name, and
was told that John Martin was born
in 1976 and had died shortly after.
Snow immediately referred the
case to the Irish Police speciality
fraud unit, the Garda Bureau of
Fraud Investigation, and was able
to present the police authorities
with a comprehensive file.

Further investigation revealed
that Cochran had obtained mul-
tiple Irish passports using the

identities of deceased infants. In-
surance policies had been issued to
these names, followed by personal
injury insurance claims. Cochran
also had opened bank accounts,
set up email addresses, and was
using mobile phones in the names
of these various stolen identities.

A HAPPY ENDING

As a result of the investigation,
Cochran was arrested at the Dub-
lin airport in January 2011 while
attempting to board a flight to
Poland. When arrested, he was
in possession of a child’s death
certificate and a completed official
Irish passport application form.
Cochran was convicted of these
offences and is serving a prison
sentence of four years.

Snow expressed his thanks to
all involved. “Following his arrest
and conviction, Jeremy Cochran is
currently serving his sentence in an
Irish prison. This was thanks to the
efforts and cooperation of the SIU
teams, the Garda Bureau of Fraud
Investigation, the Irish Passport
Office, International Association
of Special Investigation Units, the
district attorney’s office in Durant,
Okla., the sheriff ‘s department in
Texas, the Durango Police Depart-
ment and others.”

Snow also gave a special thanks
to the Irish charity “A Little Life-
time” (www.alittlelifetime.ie),
which provided support to the
bereaved parents of the infants,
whose identities were misused by
Cochran.

EPILOGUE

InMay 2012, the charity “ALittle
Lifetime,” took the opportunity of
providing Snow and two detec-
tives from the Garda Bureau of
Fraud Investigation with an award
for their efforts in the “detection
and prevention of past Irish babies
being used for identity theft and
insurance fraud.”

In April 2013 David was present-
ed with the Financial Investigator
of the Year Award 2013 in Cyprus,
by the International Association
of Financial Crime Investigators
EMEA (www.iafci.org)

David has written a book,
“Someone has taken my place”
a novel based on the case and is
available at www.davidsnow.ie or
Amazon. A percentage of the sale
of the book is being passed to the
Irish charity A Little Lifetime.
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By John P. Daly

Dow Jones Hits 15,000

I'm writing this article on the
day the Dow Jones Industrial Av-
erage closed above 15,000 for the
first time ever.I can’t help but to
reflect on the negative sentiment
that’s been surrounding the market
over the past 4 years. This market
recovery started back in March of
2009 and ever since then it has been
verbally abused by non believers
and market timers. This brings me
to my point, can you actually time
the market?

The recent stock market recov-
ery has been very resilient. Up
until mid 2012, many contrarians
thought that this recovery was
just a head fake. I've personally
had numerous conversations with
these types of investors, with them
continually telling me “wait and
see — we are headed for a big pull
back.” I'm not denying the fact
that a pullback can happen at any
time. We've actually had a few
significant pullbacks during this
recovery already. My role as an
advisor is not to try and predict the
short term outcomes of the market
- because no one can do that. My
job is to make sure my clients are
properly diversified to minimize
risk and maximize return.

Now I know that at some point
the current stock market rally will
end and a pullback will occur -
the problem is NO ONE CAN
ACCURATELY PREDICT WHEN
THAT WILL HAPPEN. The fact
is the stock market and economy
has too many moving parts to
predict future results. No one has
a crystal ball. If you go back to the
mid 1990’s, many economists and
stock market analysts thought
the stock market at that time was
overvalued. In fact in 1996 Alan
Greenspan, Fed Chairman at the
time, coined a now famous phrase
-irrational exuberance - to explain
the inflated asset prices. The stock
market forged forward to return
20%+ annually from 1996 through
1999. That 4 year run, returned
investor over a 150% return. Now

in early 2000, the stock market did
have a correction and pullback. But
this is the way markets work. They
goup and they go down. The trend
over the past 80 years has been
up. That doesn’t mean that there
are not times when the market
has not lost money for investors
or that the stock market has not
underperformed other assets like
short term treasury bonds for a
certain period, because that has
happened also. The easy and hard
part for investors to understand
is that; predicting the ups and
downs of the market is impossible.
Emotions unfortunately play a big
role in the way investors invest.
Just think about it — is it easier to
invest when the market is doing
well or when it is struggling and
it feels like the world is coming to
an end.I'm the first one to admit
that a good argument can be told
for both sides — an up market or
a down market. The problem is,
all of those arguments amount to
educated guesses at best.

Up until the first quarter of 2013,
equity inflows have been outpaced
by bond inflows. That means more
investors have been buying bonds
the past 3+ years vs. stocks. That
being the case many investors
haven’t completely participated
in this markets recovery and there
is still a lot of cash sitting on the
sidelines, almost $9 trillion. If that
cash continues to enter the stock
market - this rally can continue.
But let’s get back to my point again
—no one can accurately predict the
direction of the stock market. To be
a successful investor you need to
find the proper allocation that fits
your own risk tolerance and goals.
The market historically has done a
good job of rewarding long term
investors and at times has pun-
ished short term investors. There
is an old saying: It's time IN the
market, not TIMING the market.

John P. Daly is a CERTIFIED FI-
NANCIAL PLANNER™ and Pres-
ident of Daly Investment Manage-

Arlington Heights Park 14th Annual Irish Fest July 26-27

Thousands will gather in one
of the most historic areas in Ar-
lington Heights to celebrate the
14th annual Irish Fest. Situated in
the historic district of Arlington
Heights, the Historical Museum’s
Irish Fest boasts two days packed
with Irish dancing, heritage, fun
and food. All proceeds from the
Irish Fest benefit the Historical
Museum and help to fund educa-

—

tional programs, permanent and
traveling exhibits, a local histori-
cal artifacts and research library
as well as programs and events
in our historic buildings includ-
ing the Banta House, the Muller
House, the Heritage Gallery, and
Log Cabin. Irish Fest is all Irish
all day for the entire family with
a huge line up of Irish entertain-
ment, food, vendors and cultural
programs. Fans of all things Irish
can spend two days on the beauti-
ful Arlington Heights Historical
Museum grounds immersed in
sounds, smells and tastes of Ire-
land. Blankets and lawn chairs
are welcome. No pets please.
Winston’s Market returns with
their specialty corned beef and
|
ment, LLCa fee only Registered
Investment Advisor specializing
in financial planning and wealth
management.Phone: 312-239-1317
Email: john@dalyinvestment.
com Readers are encouraged to
call or email John with questions
regarding Investments or Financial
Planning.

other items as food vendor for the
14th Annual Irish Fest. Bring your
appetites for some great Irish fare.

Friday, July 26, open 4:30 p.m.,
Admission is $5 adults, children
under 15 free

5:00-6:15 p.m. Irish Heritage
Singers-The Singers perform tra-
ditional Irish and Irish-American
music including songs as well as
music by contemporary Irish cho-

ral composers.

6:00-8:00 p.m. Merry Makers
- Free face painting with Irish
themes and balloon twisting

6:30 p.m. Trinity Irish Dancers
- The school has won an unprec-
edented 32 World Championship
titles for the United States, and is
the largest Irish dance program in
the world.

7:15 p.m. The Glengael - Bagpip-
ing in the grand Celtic tradition

7:30 p.m. Dooley Brothers - The
Dooleys have been entertaining
Chicagoland for over 30 years with
their delightful banter and wide
musical repertoire including Irish,
swing, jazz and calypso.

8:45 p.m. Lucky Lass Drawing -
all ladies receive a free raffle ticket
at admission for this drawing

9:00p.m. Second Time Around
— Classic Rock Band based out of
the northwest suburbs of Chicago,
featuring 9 talented musicians.
Second Time Around is inspired
by the works of many Classic Rock
greats and strives to perform their
songs with passion and accuracy.

11:00 p.m. Fest closes for evening

Saturday, July 27, open at 3:30
pm, Admission $7 adults, $6 se-
niors and Historical Society mem-
bers, $2 children ages 3-14.

4:00 p.m. McNulty Irish Dancers

4:45-6:15 p.m. Mulligan Stew -
Their song selections come from
Traditional Irish Music, Irish
Drinking Songs, Folk, Rock, Blue-
grass & Country Music.
4:00-8:00 p.m. Merry Makers

} - Free face paint-
ing and balloon
twisting

Wee Folk Tent,
Irish American
Heritage Center
display, Northern
Illinois Chapter of
Crochet Guild of
America

6:15 p.m. Bag-
pipes and Drums
of the Emerald
Society - mem-
bers consist en-
tirely of active
and retired Law
Enforcement Offi-
cers from Federal
Agencies, State,

. Counties, City of
Chicago, and numerous Suburban
Police Departments.

6:45-8:15 p.m. The Gleasons call
Milwaukee home and are a staple
of the regional pubs and Irish Fest
(inMilwaukee)- the world’s largest
Irish music festival.

8:30 p.m.Best Legs in a Kilt Con-
test — Gentlemen, bring your own
kilt or borrow one from us.

8:45 p.m. Irish Raffle - Buy your
chance to win from a selection of
prizes, including $500 grand prize.
Tickets are $5 each or 6 for $25.

9:00-10:30 p.m. Red Rebel Coun-
ty - The PREMIER Dropkick Mur-
phys/Flogging Molly cover band
in the country! We also play other
songs from bands like Mumford &
Sons, The Pogues, and other great
drinking music! Influenced by the
pioneers of the Irish rock sound,
Red Rebel County continues to
cover the music of their heroes
along with the traditional Irish bar-
room favorites, while forging that
blue collar sound that has already
become a Chicago classic.

11 pm Close www.ahmuseum.
org/irishfest/
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Mike Houlihan

The Wedding

Announcement

below did not appear in any
Sunday editions of The New
York Times.Haleigh Cecily
Johnson, 26, the daughter of-
Patti Johnson and Cliff Johnson
of River Forest and Lake Ge-
neva, was married on Thursday
March 14th to Padraic “Paddy”
Michael Houlihan, 33, son of
Mary and Mike Houlihan of
Berwyn, Illinois.

The bride, who will be tak-
ing her husband’s name, is
an executive with O’Connor
Title Guaranty in the Loop.
She is also an in-demand stylist
and designed supernumerary
costumes for the PBS Series
“Downton Abbey”. Before retir-
ing from dance she was prima
ballerina with the NYC Ballet
for several years and most nota-
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bly performed the lead in Swan
Lake at Lincoln Center, where
her performance was so lauded
for its attention to the detail and
fluidity of Balanchine’s chore-
ography that the Kirov Ballet
requested her as guest artist for
their winter season in Moscow.

She is the founder of, “Say
When”, a charity devoted
to rebuilding the lives of the
victims of Hurricane Wilbur
with its devastating floods that
wreaked havoc in Blue Island,
IL last summer. She is also a
volunteer teacher of English
as a second language to blind
refugees of the International
Rescue and Good Doers Com-
mittee of Oak Park.

The bride attended The Wil-
lard School in River Forest, IL
and graduated summa cum
laude from Swarthmore with a
degree in Ethical Culture and
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received a master’s degree in
Women's Studies at Vassar.
Her mother, Patti Johnson,
is a long-time executive with
Draft FCB in Chicago and her
father is the rock star Cliff
Johnson.
The groom, Mr. Houlihan, is
a film producer, screenwriter,
and actor working in the fam-
ily business developing and
financing independent fea-
ture films and most recently
co-produced and starred in
“Punching” for FND Films,
which premiered at the Gene
Siskel Film Center last month.
He played quarterback at Mt.
Carmel High School and led
the Caravan football team to a
state championship in 1996.He
graduated magna cum laude
from Columbia after a false
start to his academic career at
Marquette University. He holds
a master’s degree in Romance
Languages from Old Domin-
ion University and in 2012 he
was awarded a doctorate in
Gaelic Studies from Trinity
College in Dublin. It's been
. = N
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Milwaukee Irish Fest is more than a festival. ' a gathering of friends,
famnily and neighbors from all over the world. It's a celebration of all

thingi Irish, 'i'ncluding miusic, dance, theater, spoTts, :hn:-P'p'i'ng arid so
much more. So gather your clan and jom us on Milwaukee's lakefromt

for an Irish gathermg of epic proportions.

I

said he has more degrees than
a thermometer. He is a master
fiddler and bodhran aficionado
and played on two All-Ireland
Hurling teams with the GAA.
He is also a globally renowned
mixologist; brew master, and
regular barman at Kevil’s in
Forest Park.

His mother, Mary Houlihan,
nee Carney, is the retired star
of stage and screen who is
regarded by multitudes as a
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“saint”.

The groom’s father, Mike
Houlihan, also known as The
Baron of Berwyn, is the in-
ventor of the suppository. He
refined several other health
care products over the last half
century that have made life
easier and more bearable for
millions of afflicted folks suf-
fering from a host of biomedi-
cal maladies. Preparation H is
named for him.

Mr. and Mrs. Houlihan were
married in Berwyn at St. Odilo’s,
the national shrine of the poor
souls in Purgatory, during a
Roman Catholic Orthodox mass
officiated by Pastor Rev. Tony
Brankin. Mrs. Houlihan's sister,
Tess Johnson, was maid of honor
and Mr. Houlihan’s brother, Wil-
liam Houlihan, was best man.
The very private ceremony was
followed by an intimate supper
at Gene & Georgetti's. Not a
drop was spilled.

Mr. and Mrs. Paddy Houli-
han reside at home in Forest
Park, IL with their daughter
Charlotte, a future Nobel Peace
Prize winner.
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Sun-Fri 11am-2am Sat 11am-3am

%12 Domestic Buckets, '2*" Stadium Cup Drafis
*5 20 Oz Guinness, " Glasses Of Wine

SUNDAYS
Live Irizsh Music
¥ 2 Domesiic Bucketz, %6 Domesiic Pitchers
¥ Svedka Bloody Marys 86 VodkaLemonade Pichers
MONDAYS :
¥2 Domestic Baottle *5 Long Island loe Tea
and *s “Mo Burgers®
TUESDAYS

widNERhIs

Ladies MNight 1/2 off Bottles Of Wine
¥3 Marfinis 2% Domestic Pints * Bacardi Mixers

DAILY: *5 Marfinis & % Cherry, Grape & O Bombs!

| MO DAILEY’S

6070 N Northwest Hwy, Chgp
Chicago 773.774.6121

www.modaileys.com
facebook com/modaileys

i.

T : . Al
s Vacation T
¥Galena RentalsY.,
'ﬂEspUrlun:a the scenic b&aul;r]]
of Ireland (n Galena, IL
far a vacation In Resort
Homes without Resort Prices

773-631-5253
o1 ree B66-GalenaRentals

| GalenaRertals @ameritech net
Vigit

i

| www.GalenaRentals.com
Irish owned & operated

NOW HIRING IRISH CAREGIVERS

for immediate employment.
Experience preferred and must have reliable transportation.
Please call Ashling at 708-728-5538 or email aishlingcare @gmail.com

THE GALWAY ARMS
2442 NoRTH CLARE STREET

Selected as one of
Chicago's Top 100 Bars by Chicago Magazine
Cffical Chicago Fire Bar
Chicago's Premier Manchester United Bar

LINCOLN PARK'S BEST SOCCER BAR

Mow open for lunch
‘Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 12pm
Special Lunch rmenu available during the week
from 12pm to 3pm
45 Beer of the Month Special
Diog Frendly Patio
Irish Brunch every Saturday and Sunday 11 am &l 2pm
Live Music every sunday night & Spm

with Paddy Homan & Guests
FiD GALWAYT ARME Ot Fiul £ Bl

Vieted Best Irish Bar 2007 & 2008 By AOL City-Search

DN e [] A Eabee BT OhE LN e s P
SouL oF IRELAND, HEART oF CHICAGD

TI3AT2-5555 - GALWAYARMS BCORE.COM

AR LSOl A N A Ol e

For Homkings 847.226, 4056
joa McShans

'rl-. m

ALL IRISH FOODS

Importers & Distributors
in Chicago since 1987

The best from Ireland & the UK
Tayto, Lucozade, Club Soda’s,
Tea, Batchelors, Heinz,
Meals, Kerrygold, Irish Bread,

Sauces, Curry, Candy,
Cookies, Preserves, Oatmeal eic.

Free Delivery Chicagoland
Tel: 224-534-7754

sales @alliishfoods.com
WHOLESALE ONLY

T
ety

LARKIN &

FAMILY OWNED and OFERATED
Clean, Reliable Trucks
CUSTOMER SERVICE 24/7
Conscientious Drivers

Call Bob Flood tor a guote 630-261-0400

RESTAURANT/PUB

OWNERS:
FERDYNAND & ANNA HEBAL

Invite you to enjoy

The Red
Apple Buffet!

Czerwone Jabtuszko
RESTAURANT & DELI’'S

3121-23 N. MILWAUKEE AVE
PH 773-588-5781
FAX 773-588-3975
6474 N. MILWAUKEE AVE.
PH 773-763-3407 FAX 773-763-3406
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Boyle the Kettle

We'll Have A Sup Of Tea
Tom Boyle

Civil Rights

It all began with the USA Patriot Act after
911 2001. This act of Congress was signed
into law October 26, 2001 by President
George Bush less than six weeks after the
attack. On May 26, 2001 the Patriots Sunset
Extension Act of 2001, a four year extension
of several provisions of the USA Patriot
Act, was signed into law including roving
wiretaps.

Our civil liberties took a beating. With the
current scandals erupting, the IRS overstep-
ping their bounds, the recording of all phone
calls, and Lord knows what else! All of this
to fight terrorism foreign and domestic?

Now it has become Orwellian, our cities,
stores, shopping centers, all public places,
“You are on camera.” Are we becoming a
“police state.” In George Orwell’s book,
1984, “Now I will tell you the answer to my
question. Itis this. The Party seeks power en-
tirely for its own sake. We are not interested
in the good of others; we are interested solely
in power, pure power. What pure power
means you will understand presently. We
are different from the oligarchies of the past
in that we know what we are doing. All the
others, even those who resembles ourselves,
were cowards and hypocrites. The German
Nazis and the Russian Communists came
very close to us in their methods, but they
never had the courage to recognize their
ownmotives. They pretended, perhaps they
even believed, that they had seized power
unwillingly and for a limited time, and that
just around the corner there lay a paradise
where human beings would be free and
equal. We are not like that. We know thatno
one ever seizes power with the intentions of

Griffin, Tourism Officer.

3 - 2 : .
Viewing the parish records in St. John’s are (I to r): John and Ashton O’Reilly, Jane O’Reilly,

Joe Losh and Helen O’Reilly. John O’Reilly Sr., great grandson of Nicholas Reilly. Fr. P.
O’Sullivan, Caroline Foran, cousin from Bally beggan, Frank O’Shea, Parish Clerk and John

relinquishing it. Power is
not a means; it is an end.
One does not establish a
dictatorship in order to
safeguard a revolution;
one makes the revolution
in order to establish the
dictatorship. The object of persecution is
persecution. The object of torture is torture.
The object of power is power. Now you
begin to understand me.”

I read the book, 1984, when I was only
seventeen, and 1984 was still off in the fu-
ture. By the way, Orwell also wrote the book,
Animal Farm. George was a Democratic
Socialist, and opposed to Stalinism. Even a
child could understand the pig in Animal
Farm was the communist!

On the TV show Face the Nation, Sunday,
June 16th, Dennis McDonagh, White House
Chief of Staff, said, “The President has little
tolerance for abuse of power and malfea-
sance.” I wonder if Dennis McDonagh is at
all familiar with government in the Land
of Lincoln.

Karen Lewis

In a speech before the City Club of Chi-
cago, Lewis asked, “When will we address
the fact that rich, white people think they
know what's in the best interest of children
of African-Americans and Latinos - no mat-
ter what the parent’s income or education
level.” Waz up with that, Karen!” Playing
this poker hand, the “blame game card” is
paired with the “race card.”

The Jacksons

Former Congressman, Jesse Jackson Jr.,
and his wife, a former Chicago Alderman,
asked for leniency in their sentencing be-
cause of their good works while holding
public office. Jesse Jackson Jr. is playing the
bipolar card to the max. His attorney’s say-
ing he can’t get proper medical care while
in prison. I'm sure there are thousands of
prisoners who are bipolar who don't get
special treatment or reduced sentences.

— —

Now, Jesse Jackson’s lawyers are calling
his looting of campaign funds a victimless
crime! I think the people who donated the
money would see it differently.

Now comes Tavis Smiley, and a coalition
of African-American celebrities who are ask-
ing for leniency for Jesse Jr. by petitioning
the judge. Now that’s what I call a crock!

Racism Abounds

Right now Chef Paula Dean is being
crucified because she used the “N” word.
Paula was born in Albany, Georgia and no
doubt grew up in a social climate where
the “N” word was part of the vernacular. I
don’t think this is the bitter end for her, but
she won’t be cooking a lot of soul food for
awhile! To err is human, to forgiveis divine.
Let's have some grits.

Trayvon Martin

George Zimmerman, the man who shot
and killed Trayvon Martin, has already been
tried and convicted in the “court of public
opinion.” When President Obama said, “If I
had a son, he would look like Trayvon.” He
created a bias that will be difficult to over-
come. Nobody knows what really happened
on that night except George Zimmerman.
Mr. Zimmerman is a multi-racial Hispanic-
American who was a neighborhood watch
coordinator in a gated community. Was he a
self-annointed vigilante? Was racial profiling
part of the picture? Ajury of six women will
decide those questions.

Famine Ship Baby

It was 1994 when I read in Irish America
magazine that Mary Robinson, the Presi-
dent of Ireland, was going to Grosse Ile to
dedicate the island as a monument to the
15,000 Irish immigrants who were buried
there between 1845-1852. Most died in
quarantine when they arrived on the famine
ships, stricken with cholera or typhoid.  was
fortunate enough to join a group of Cana-
dians who had formed the “Action Gross
Ile” committee to persuade the Canadian
government to dedicate the island to the

memory of the Irish that lie buried there. I
made many friends in Canada, and returned
four more times to Gross Ile. On one of those
trips, the next President of Ireland, Mary
MacAleese, came to dedicate a memorial of
eight glass panels engraved with the names
of those that died there.

In 1997, on one of my trips to Ireland, my
first cousin, Patrick Casey, from Clahane-
bawn, Ballyheigue, County Kerry, told me
they were going to build a famine ship, the
Jeannie Johnston, in Blennerville, on the Bay
of Tralee. Patrick and I headed for the Ashe
Memorial Hall where I met John Griffin and
John Barrett. After hearing the story of the
Jeannie Johnston, I told them when the ship
is ready to sail, we would like them to bring
it to Chicago.

We established the Jeannie Johnston com-
mittee in Chicago and set about the task of
raising money for the ship and arranging
for three pipe fitters from Chicago Local
597, Patrick McCartin, John Wutheridge,
and Big John Fanning, to go to Tralee and
work on the ship. They spent many months
working on the fuel tanks, the water tanks,
and all of the plumbing needs on board. Two
diesel engines were supplied by Caterpillar
in Peoria. Sadly enough, due to cost over-
runs and a great many delays, the Jeannie
Johnston never made it to Chicago.

Now, this wonderful saga, brings us a new
story about a baby boy, Nicholas Johnston
Reilly, who was born on the maiden voyage
of the Jeanie Johnston in 1848, and whose
descendants have been located! A chance
encounter between John Griffin of Tralee
Town Council and Dorothy Titera, an LDS
volunteer researcher, in Westlake Ohio,
eventually led to the discovery of the child’s
descendants. Dorothy traveled to six states
in her search to track down the Reilly family
and has since located over 100 descendants
in Minnesota, Michigan, Maine and Califor-
nia. Over the years many members of the
Reilly family moved to Chicago.

Where are they now!? (I to r): Three men, Patrick McCartin,
John Wutheridge, and Big John Fanning were pictured in the
June, 2000 edition of Irish American News.
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Maria Kennedy at Schuba’s July 26th

Maria Doyle Kennedy will
appear at Schuba’s,3159 N.
Southport, Friday July 26that
7:00 pm, 21 and older, www.
schubas.com.

“Thave found my voice,” sings

Maria Doyle Kennedy on ‘The

Silence’, a track from her beguil-
ing new album, Sing. And what
a voice. Sometimes melancholy,
other times joyful, always passion-
ate — elemental folk shot through
with a potent soulful impulse.
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Sing, is her fifth solo release
proper. The 10-song collection was
co-written with husband Kieran
Kennedy, and features duets with
Damien Rice, Paul Brady and, on
the jawdroppingly beautiful Yes
We Will', the legendary John Prine.

“John’s a hero of mine,” says

Maria. “After we had written ‘Yes

o

Maria Doyle Kennedy

We Will', T heard his voice singing
in my head. T know that sounds
insane, but I really did! I knew I
had to get the song to him, and
was overjoyed

when he called me to say thathe
loved it and would record it with
us. What an amazing singer and

human being he is, like a big ball
of grace on legs.”

She joins an illustrious cast who
have shared a mic with Prine,
among them Emmylou Harris, Lu-
cinda Williams, Irish DeMent and
Bonnie Raitt. But then it wasn't for
nothing thatinfluential Irish music
monthly Hot Press once described
Doyle Kennedy as “the finest voice
this country has ever produced”.

Rice features on the title track,
“alullaby for grown-ups”. He was
always on Maria’s radar.

“I really hoped he would like
it. He cares very much about
what he does, in the same way
as John Prine and Paul Brady, my
other collaborators, do. I knew he
would only agree to sing on that
song with me if it moved him in
some way. I was very happy that
our singing together happened.”

As for Brady, she’s a long time
admirer of his work and feels for-
tunate that he agreed to partner
her on “Hola Luna’.

“He has quite a high voice and I
have quite a deep voice. I thought
the contrast would make a special
sound. Again, he said he would

July 21-27, 2013

Learn Irish music, singing, dancing and language during this special week
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be interested in collaborating if he
could hear something that would
suit him in the song. A couple of
nail-biting days for me! After he
had received the song he called
to say he loved it and thought it
would work.”

Maria has spent more than two
decades performing all over the
world before audiences ranging
from tens of thousands at Glaston-
bury, Oxygen and the Cambridge
Folk Festival, to hundreds in small,
intimate theatres.

“Playing live gives me more
pleasure than almost anything
else. Something extra happens
when you're playing live. It’s
the best way to share the songs,
I think. The expression of them
is different and affected by the
people who are in the room.
You're sharing the songs with
your audience.”

Inarguably Sing is her most ac-
complished and accessible work
yet, a celebration of “the power
of the voice, the sound a group
of people can make when lifting
their voices together — the human
act of singing”.

KIDS DAY CAMP

ADULT WORKSHOPS
OPENING GALA CONCERT

Brought to

The Irish Music School of Chicago
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Everyone is welcome!

—~HIEF D HEJI_I_ =

* Ik Pab Yeser

Adl eyenits start at Chiel O'MNedl's

3471 M. Elston
Avonclale - Chicago

VISIT WWW.IRISHMUSICSCHOOL.COM



July 2013

Irish American News

“WE’VE ALWAYS BEEN GREEN!” 27

- |
WithASong

By Joe McShane

and Margo O’Donnell

Itis that time again for me to put
pen to paper and touch base with
all of you. I do hope life is good
to you all.

Life here in the Emerald Isle is
pretty good. Although we have
had rain here today, we have had
some beautiful sunshine for the
past week or so.

I am real busy with my book
right now and as I recall things
from my past, it has left me at times
very emotional.

Joe and myself wrote a song
together last year called “In God’s
Care”. A young man called Johnny
Garvin from Glenamoy, Co. Mayo,
has just recorded it and as I write it
is being prepared for release as his
debut song. Johnny has a beautiful
voice and with God’s help he will
have a bright future. I will keep
you informed about his progress.

I really enjoyed having Joe
here on his first visit in 13 years,
whata great guy everyone loves
Joe McShane. I took him to an
awards concert in Donegal where
[ was honoured with a “Lifetime
Achievement Award”, I took Joe
up to sing and he went down a
treat. Ilook forward to his next visit
in September when we will honour
him at a few special concerts both
here and also in England.

I have just come back from Co.
Mayo. Midwest Radio had their
annual “Night with the Stars”
concert in the T.F.Theatre, Castle-
bar. We had a wonderful time in
the west.

Until the next time, take care and
look out for each other

Over to you Joe,

Love always, Margo

Thank you Margo and thank
you for meeting me at the arrivals
in Dublin. You were the first one
there just like you said you would
be. [ was able to fit an awful lot into
my 10 days. Thank God the stories
[ heard about how Ireland has
changed and you will find things
very different were unfounded.
Apart from the economic problems
which I was already aware of the
people had not changed. Every-

where I went I was almost “killed
with kindness” as we say at home.
The only noticeable thing that
comes to my mind is the lack of
Irish people at the restaurants and
stores at Dublin airport. WhenIgo
to an American bar or restaurant
in Chicago I love to hear the real
Chicagoans giving the good old
one liners and enjoying the atmo-
sphere. Unfortunately at the air-
port in Dublin you are met with a
very austere atmosphere. I'm sure
the tourists wonder if they took a
wrong turn somewhere. It is not
a true picture of Irish hospitality.
We had a great night at the
launching of my CD “Reflections”
at the Irish American Heritage
Center, on May 31st. Thank - you
for the really great support. We are
having another launching on the
South Side on Sunday, July 14th at

the Blackthorn Pub 3300 W. 111th
Street, Chicago.
Margo asked me to write a piece

| for the introduction of her new

book. Dolly Parton has written a
forward for the book also. I feel
very honored to be asked to do this
for such a wonderful lady and dear
friend. I wrote it on my flight back
to Chicago.

We have started writing songs
for quite a lot of people lately
and one of them being Johnny
Garvin, as Margo mentioned
earlier. Johnny comes from the
Erris area of Mayo and T have some
wonderful friends around there. So
this month’s song is one we wrote
aboutJohnny’s home place and itis
titled “Home In Glenamoy.”

Songwriting tips - First, learn to
finish a song. Some people write
a lot of parts of songs and leave
them on the shelf. A good habit to
getinto is to see your song through.
Second, never say I think I'll sit
down and try to write a song. Actu-
ally sit down and write one.

Until next time, be good to one
another, Margo and Joe

my thoughts still linger there
Chorus

“My Home In Glenamoy”
Written by Margo O’'Donnell and Joe McShane
On the western coast of Ireland in the county of Mayo
At the northern part of Erris near the wild Atlantic shore
With loving family I was blessed and raised upon that soil
Sweet memories through misty eyes return to Glenamoy
As I recall those childhood days of when I was a boy
Fishing by the ocean, those days were filled with joy
Life was free and simple, sweet music filled the air
With friends and neighbors all around,

Sweet Glenamoy you'll always be loved deeply in my heart
But with the cruel hands of time, from you I had to part

To try and make my fortune in a far off land to toil

I always dream someday I will return to Glenamoy

As a gassoon [ would wonder and though I'm far away

I see that rugged coastline not far from Blacksod Bay

Old pictures taken from the past of a land of youth and joy
My own dear Co Mayo and my home in Glenamoy

Since 1980

Michasl D, Moran

mdmoran®@morandist.com
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Real Ireland
ﬁ,ﬁ ' ‘} By Rachal Gaffney
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Childhood Summer Memories

It's funnyhow memories are
conjured upat the mostunusual
time in my day,often when I
least expect them.I was driv-
ing over a bridge in Dallas and
almost without warning T had a
yearning for a '99'.I wonder if
anyone reading this can remem-
ber these?

A’99 was the name given to
an ice cream cone made from
freshly whipped soft serve va-
nilla ice cream, with a Cadbury’s
chocolate flake.The mere task of
driving over a bridge had cast
my mind back to a bridge in
Cork. I say a bridge but really
it was more of a bump or hill in
the road. It is known as Minane
Bridge and it was the source of
delight for my siblings and I as
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children.

During the summer evenings,
upon returning home from work,
my fatheroften piled us into the
back of his car and drove us to a
little beach or covecalled ‘Rocky
Bay’

The drive was maybe at best
thirty minutes from our house.
Dad drove us through the town
of Carrigaline and we knew, once
we had driven through this town
that Minane Bridge was not far
away. We were always excited
about this prospect.We began to
anticipate what lay ahead.You
see, the bridge as I mentioned
earlier is more of a hill or bump.
My father would graciously
wait for oncoming cars, allowing
them to cross before him. (Only
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one could pass at a time !) Some-
times he had to wait for quite a
few just to please his crew in the
back seat!

Then, when it was time he
would put his foot on the accel-
erator and speed up going across
the bridge, in order to fly across
so that we could experience the
thrill of the sensation of our tum-
mies rising and falling.

Ah, such a thrill for us. We
loved this.As we approached
the beach, each and every time I
craned my neck waiting for the
view of the sea to make
it’s first appearance. To |
this day, I still love the
sight of the sea coming
into view as we turn the
corner.

Once situated on
the beach, we ran to
the edge of the sea as
though our lives de-
pended upon it, but
when we reached the |
shoreline we would
stop abruptly as our feet
had felt the frigid tem-
peratures. Did we think
it was going to change
suddenly? That one |
evening, suddenly the
water would be warm?
Perhaps we did or per-
haps and more prob-
ably we didn’t care !

We did eventually go in. It
always took me an inordinate
amount of time to get down.
After our swim we had to change
out of our swimming ‘togs” as
they were called and into our
clothes. Now, what an ordeal that
was |Even the infamous Mr Bean
(Rowan Atkinson) had trouble
undressing at the beach. Do you
remember that scene? If not,
watch and enjoy this memory
here !

http:/ /www.youtube.com/
watch?v=S8p]JliVOKWo

I can distinctly remember
clenching the towel between my
teeth and using my free hands
to peel the ‘togs’ from my body.
I was always terrified that the
towel would drop before I had
finished the task of dressing and
quite often, it did !

We were calmer on the drive
home. We had worn ourselves
out from swimming and rock

climbing. Everywhere the hedge-my toes, discovering pieces of
rows were overgrown withseaweed later on when shower-
fuchsiasand as we drove bying and the memories of Minane
they hung their vibrant red andBridge. The evening topped off
purple heads low as if noddingand completed by a simple ice
to us. We still looked forwardcream cone. These memories
to that return trip over Minanesustain me.They remind me of
Bridge, althougha little quieterwhat matters and what doesn’t.

, but the squeals of delight were BROWN BREAD ICE CREAM
yet to come. ICE CREAM
We would stop at Barry Col- 1 cup milk
lin’s Supermarket in Carrigaline- 1/2 cup sugar
for our 99’ 2 eggs

The ice cream was made from
fresh Irish milk and whipped

2 cups heavy whipping cream
2 cups brown bread crumbs

1/2 cup soft brown
sugar

Preheat oven to 425
| degrees.

Combine bread
crumbs and brown sugar
together. Sprinkle on a
baking sheet and bake
in preheated oven for 10
minutes or until sugar
has caramelized. Take
care not to burn. Remove
from oven and cool.

Warm the milk in a
small pan.In a separate
bowl whisk the eggs and
the sugar.

Slowly add the warm
milk, making sure you
- continue to whisk.

Return the mixture
back into the saucepan
heating slowly and stir-

softly in a machine. I watchedring until thickened, like a cus-
as they held the cone beneath thetard. It is important to not allow
nozzle and swirled it around andthis to boil. Place the mixture in
around.A chocolate flake wasa bowl and allow it to cool.
deftly stuck into the ice cream Whip the cream until it has
and I began to lick for fear ofdoubled in volume. Gently fold
losing any. I had my own ritual.this into your cooled custard like
People have their own ritualsmixture.

when it comes to eating their Next follow instructions for
Orio cookies, some like to bite, your ice cream maker.

others like to pull them apart. I Halfway through the process,
liked to lick my ice cream first.gently add in your bread crumb
Then, as it gradually disap-mixture. Remove and freeze until
peared I would push the flakeread to serve.

down into the cavity of the wafer Watch the Irish Kitchen on:
cone.Iwould then eatboth at thehttp: / / uverseonline.att.net/tv/
same time. My sister, on the othershow / the-irish-kitchen-with-
hand, ate the chocolate first andrachel-gaffney

sometimes used it as a spoon to  Follow me on Twitter: @Rach-
scoop her ice cream. elGaffney

A simple drive over a bridge Follow me on Facebook: Ra-
catapulted me back to 1982.Itchel Gaffney’s Real Ireland
conjured up memories and feel- https:/ /www.facebook.com/
ings and aroused the senses yetpages/ RACHEL-GAFFNEYS-
again. The salty smell of the seaBREAL-IRELAND /11263852543
air, the feeling of sand between9124?ref=ts&fref=ts

—
£

£

i)



July 2013

Irish American News

“WE’VE ALWAYS BEEN GREEN!”

29

View
From Ireland

By Maurice Fitzpatrick

Is Ireland
Taking a Stand?

You may not have heard of Bernard
Connolly before, which is more design
than accident. Connolly was in charge of
the European Commission’s Monetary
Affairs Unit in the mid-1990s and he had
the audacity to write a book, The Rotten
Heart of Europe (1995), illustrating that
a monetary union without a fiscal union
would not work. He was summarily
fired for his heresy.

The case of Connolly is revealing be-
cause it disproves the theories of those
who insist on tracing Europe’s core prob-
lems to the world’s economic downturn
in September 2008. Europe’s financial
tycoons in Frankfurt had usurped gov-
ernance of most of Western Europe well
over a decade before; now the citizens
are paying for the takeover.

Frankfurt is the city where a group
of delegates of the Ballyhea movement
went to post their ‘forty theses’ of pro-
test. The Ballyhea movement? Ballyhea
a small village in north Co. Cork where
protesters have gathered on a weekly
basis since February 2011 to decry the
lost oppourtunities that the economic
doctrine of austerity is causing them
and their kin. Itis a peaceful protest and
a source of a solace to the community
that, like many such Irish villages, has
been ravaged by the recession. They
assert how a group of people in an ef-
fectively bankrupt country can play an
initiatory role in the transformation that
is required. Their ‘forty theses” which
they stuck on the door of the European
Central Bank in the manner of Martin
Luther over four centuries earlier, pro-
claimed that the bank bailout must end.

For as long as protest takes place well
out of sight (the occasional outing to
the heart of the euro machine’s centre
notwithstanding), conducted by disaf-
fected villagers, it is ignored. But when
our president, Michael D Higgins, spoke
against the consensus of economic policy
in Europe last month, there was a rush
to gag him.

President Higgins said that, “There
is a real problem in what was assumed
to be a single hegemonic model...The
unemployment profile in Greece is dif-
ferent from the unemployment profile

in Ireland. You need
a pluralism of ap-
proaches’.

Higgins was
roundly rebuked for
his having spoken
outside the bounds
of his constitutional remit as president.
But did he? No article in Bunreacht na
hEireann, our constitution, prohibits a
citizens of the Republic from speaking
their minds. While it is true that the
presidential office is putatively ‘above
politics’, Higgins, a former Professor
of Sociology, has consistently espoused
human rights issues throughout the
world. As First Citizen, how could he
legitimately ignore how the fabric of our
society is being destroyed?

Rather than engage with the criticisms
of the tunnel visionaries who rushed to
protect the interests of the banks that
preside over our downfall, Higgins held
aloof. But he did not retract his words.
Luckily for us, Higgins is quite a force
and he learned in Connemara how to
handle himself in any situation, in two
languages as well.

Unemployed young adults, small
community protesters, and the president
himself, all know that these policies
must be overturned, and that any delay
in so doing only worsens the problem.
Consider that just now hundreds of
millions of euro worth of Irish property
and land is being bought up by—for
the first time in our history on anything
like this scale—foreign equity groups
and speculators in a world where cash
is king and the Irish don’t have any. For
as long as we do not have control of our
currency (being shackled to the euro),
and no meaningful stimulus is forth-
coming from the ECB in Frankfurt, the
Irish will be unable to compete on our
own ground.

Higgins also called for bank debt and
sovereign debt to be separated, stat-
ing that “what we really need now is
something that goes beyond outrage
and recrimination.” What would that
be exactly?

Over the past month I have been re-
ceiving emails from friends in foreign
parts asking what Europe today is like
on the ground. They have been reading
news reports about the suicides and
protests in Paris against gay marriage;
scenes of Istanbul’s streets full of pro-
testers, braving state violence, conjure
images of Cairo’s Tahir Square in spring
2011; massacres and disturbances in
London and Stockholm also fill the
imagination. But few pass any remarks

on the vicious treatment of the Blockupy
movement outside the European Central
Bank in Frankfurt. From an Irish point
of view, and from the point of view of
other European countries under the kosh
of the financial institutions, Blockupy is
a potentially huge breakthrough.

Blockupy consists mainly of left-wing
German political activists: the great
unelected, idealists who articulate
something very needful in the visionless
politics of their country. In this particular
struggle, however, after being beaten
back by water cannon and snarling dogs,
they have been joined by arguably the
most powerful constituency in Europe
today—the unemployed. People from
Dublin, from Madrid, from Naples and
from Athens mustered in Frankfurt to
protest the austerity measures that deny
them a chance to find decent work, to
generate employment oppourtunities
and to contribute to society. And mem-
bers of the ECB know that they have
caused it: on Friday May 31st, when
Blockupy began its protest, the infamous
bank registered a surge in summer colds
resulting in employee absence.

This protest has been brewing for
quite a while. Writing in The Guardian
on April 30th, philanthropist George
Soros stated: “The heavily indebted

countries must channel their citizens’ ris-
ing discontent into a more constructive
channel by coming together and calling
on Germany to make a choice.”

Late this month I'll be speaking at a
gathering of Irish and German journal-
ists, academics and diplomats in the
western German city of Saarbriicken.
Over centuries of battles millions of
bodies were strewn in Saarbriicken’s
hinterland, the shifting French-German
border, the remedy to which conflict
was, and still somehow is, political
union in Europe. The fundamentals of
the European Union are based on debate
and working hard together. Let’s hope
that sense can prevail.
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Tradition
In Review

Bill Margeson

A stunner to open this month’s re-
views. It is entitled, Classic Celtic Music
and it is from Smithsonian Folkways.
What a historically important and en-
tertaining compendium this is. As you
would expect, anything from Smithso-
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nian has a booklet with it that is worth
the price of the CD alone.The history,
scholarship, and insights to the artists in
these 23 cuts of magic are totally enthrall-
ing. This is the best of it. A quick look at
the artists tells you what we are dealing
with, covering a wide sweep of the mu-
sic. It begins with one of our favorites
today, Kevin Burke. Oh, everybody
is here! We go back to the wonderful
sean nos singer, Joe Heaney, travelling
through the likes of Sarah Makem, Willie
Clancy, Maggie Berry, and Willie Taylor.
Chicago hero Johnny McGreevy checks
in, along with the unexcelled Quebecois
fiddle player, Jean Carignan. There are
no words. We find ourselves listening to
it again and again. This will surely be an
Award-winner this year here, and is one
for the future. If you love Celtic music, or
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you have a rel-
ative or friend
who does, the
matterisnot to
be discussed.
This is the his-
tory of God’s
music and you
can hold it in your hands, your ears, and
your heart. What an achievement! Thank
you Smithsonian Folkways.

Next out is La Bottine Souriante
with their new creation, Appellation
D’Origine Controlee. Itis 12 cuts, and we
loveit. Itis on the Borealis label, the same
one that Laura Smith’s brilliant new Ev-
erything Is Moving album is on.Borealis
is to Canada as Greentrax is to Scotland.
The big dog on the block when it comes
to acoustic, folk, and tasty music. We
first saw La Bottine about 30 years ago
at the Old Town School of Folk Music,
back in the day when it was located on
Armitage Avenue. There have been, of
course, personnel changes along the way.
While we miss Yves Lambert and Andre
Marchand, the music being put out is still
first-rate and we love it. Our favorite on
the CD is Reel A'Roland.

Portraits, by Niamh Dunne is just
released. She is the singer with Beoga. If
you have seen them in one of their many
festival or concert appearances, you have
seen Niamh. We were made aware of this
CD by our great friend, Alan O’Leary at

Casey the Piper
Bt Partie
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708-790-8900

Copperplate Distribution in London. It
is a lovely bit of business. There are 11
cuts on it and she is joined by a won-
derful selection of side musicians rang-
ing from the superb Caitriona McKay
on harp, and of our favorites, Cathal
Hayden on fiddle. Lunasa co-founder
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&

Trevor Hutchinson on bass, and Sean
Og Graham on guitars and lots of other
instruments, add to a musically delight-
ful album. These things always rise and
fall on whether or not you like the singer,
regardless of who accompanies her. We
have always admired Niamh's voice.
She is a close friend to former female
vocalist of the year here, Shauna Mullin.
While Shauna is inexplicably inactive for
the last couple of years, Niamh is still
out there cooking.Like Shauna, she is a
graduate of the Limerick University Irish

music program, and that background
shows. Great stuff.

The last is the latest from the Celtic
Fiddle Festival called, Live in Brittany.
As in the past, the aforementioned Kevin
Burke, Andre Brunet, and Christian Le-
maitre are joined by Nicolas Quemener
on guitar. The idea of a live album is
that it is far more efficiently and cheaply
made, and gives the group new product
to sell on tour. Kevin was in a group that
fell victim to the tour album syndrome
with Patrick Street. The sound on this is
not what it could be because it is live.
There is only so much you can do “live”

, but the playing is impeccable. I mean,
the engineering and production is excel-
lent. But...it is live. It was recorded at
the group’s 20th anniversary concert on
Kevin's labe, Loftus. We are president of
the Kevin Burke Fan Club. If he is on it,
it is good. And this is really wonderful.
We also see that old pal, Ruby Hoy is
handling the group’s US bookings. The
whole thing was recorded in January of
this year in the town of Guemene-sur-
Scorff.There are 12 cuts and they are all
great. You should have it. It is attractively
packaged and the notes on the tunes are
wonderful. We love, love love it!
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dave@chicalba.com
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We Banjo 3 Coming in August

Milwaukee Irish Fest is always good for great surprises
in Irish music and the greatest surprise of last year was the
appearance of a new band called “We Banjo 3”. Crowds
were floored by the virtuosity of the two sets of broth-
ers that make up the band. If you missed them last year
you've a second chance to see them this year.

The members of the band are Enda Scahill, a wizard
on the banjo, his brother Fergal Scahill, who can make a
fiddle sing, 7-time All Ireland Banjo Champion Martin
Howley and his brother, David Howley, another mean
hand with a banjo. It is pure joy to watch and hear these
four masters tear into their unique mix of traditional Irish
and bluegrass music. They do things with the banjo that
most players can only dream about.

The band has a busy schedule starting with the Dublin,
Ohio Irish Festival on August 2, 3 & 4. They'll play the
Piper’s Hut in Urbana, Illinois on Tuesday August 6, Chief
O'Neill’s Bar in Chicago on Wednesday, August 7 and
Marshfield Wisconsin on August 8. On the 9th, 10th & 11th
they’re playing the LaCrosse, Wisconsin Irish Festival and
they’ll be teaching at Milwaukee Irish Fest Summer School
the 12th thru the 15th before performing at Milwaukee
Irish Fest on the 15th, 16th, 17th and 18th. A pretty busy
three weeks for one of the most original and thrilling of
the new bands to come from Ireland. www.webanjo3.com

® [RISH BROTHERS

RAOICIoNalL 1mash PR

eOpen 11 AM - 1 AM

® Award-Winning
Food & Drink

sFull Menu & Bar

#|rish Entertainment
Weekends
e Dutdoor Patio Dining

"_-I Ld;l Ldi_w- 11:
INEIRISHEROTHER!
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A Slice of Ireland

By Cathy Cooney-Millar

tra money from a
summer job. Over
the years, Mike
had sales jobs that
had him traveling
nonstop across the
country and do-

J

The Irish Rose Saloon

Rockford, ILis only 1 hour and 36 minutes
due west from Chicago or 87 miles.There
are many interesting and fun things to do
in Rockford, too.However, the one place
that is worth the trip in Rockford is the Irish

ing the corporate
grind and he knew it wasn’t for him.So
he opened a bowling alley and night club
in Rockford along with 7 other bars.After
many successful years, Mike was ready for
achange. He left the bowling alley and night
club to open the Irish Rose Saloon.
The Irish Rose Saloon is on a corner lot in

Mike Leifheit, Owner of the Irish Rose Saloon.

Rose Saloon.The Irish Rose Saloon resides
in a location that was built in 1870. Mike
Leifheit, the owner of the Irish Rose Saloon
has been in the restaurant business for over
30 years.My husband Chris and I had the
most delightful afternoon with Mike sharing
stores and delectable food from his Chef of
the Irish Rose Saloon.

Mike hails from Devonshire, Ireland and
his mother was born in Kilrush, which is
a coastal town of County Clare, Ireland.
Mike arrived in IL when he was a small
child with his mom.Unknowingly, at the
age of 16 he started his restaurant career as
a grill cook at Gil’s Diner to make some ex-

MCSNULTY
IRISH DANCERS

Adult & Children Classes
(3 years and older)

10 Suburban Locations
for marg informaton Contact;
Barbara McMulty Heneghan
phone 224-639-8644
fax 847-518-0863
email: menultydancers S acl com
W menultyirnshdancers, com )/

abuilding with 100 years of character.There
is a tin ceiling in one of the dining rooms
and the exposed brick throughout gives the
restaurant a charm you don't find any more.
The pictures that adorn the walls are the
Writers to the Sea.The faces of James Joyce,
Brendan Behan, W B Yeats, Oscar Wilde and
Sean O’Casey showcase the Irish literary
history and talent.

The Irish Rose Saloon will impress you by
the never frozen, freshness and high quality
food listed not only on the menu but on the
large black board.The black board lists all the
fresh fish and steaks and then counts down
the number of the items as they are being

Lovebirds for the Lovebirds
Ever Irish Gifts makes it wmple for

EI}L-I:I]P 10% off + free
m-emmwmm 3

w.Everirish.com

ordered by the customers.Mike makes a trip
downtown Chicago twice a week to hand
pick the fresh fish, steaks and vegetables that
are in season that will be on the menu.His 5
Chefs create the most amazing dishes that
you won't find at every restaurant.As we sat
with Mike, his Chef’s literally whipped up
a couple dishes that we wouldn't hesitate
in a minute to make the drive west to have
them again.

The menu items you will have to try are
the Wood Grilled Zucchini and Mozzarella
and Tomato and Basil Bruschetta appetizers.
The Wild Mushroom or Pesto and Aspara-
gus Linguini are cooked perfectly with lin-
gering delicious flavors. The most popular
item is the Filet Mignon Sauvignon with the
best tasting colcannon with red cabbage that
I've ever experienced with lightly crispy
asparagus.If you arrive for lunch the fresh
black board items are available as well as
Deli sandwiches such as Cheese with Avo-
cado and Sprouts and Goat Cheese Sand-
wich.Hot sandwiches such as the Braised
Pork with Rapini, Irish Hot Pork which is
braised in Guinness served with colcannon
is a must try! Don't worry they offer many
selections for the veggie lovers such as the
Chef made Vegetarian Burger.The Irish Rose
Saloon is known for the Bangers and Mash
(authentic Irish Sausage) which is made on
the premises.

Some of the many items listed on the black
board are Sole Almandine, Atlantic Salmon,
Garlic or Almond encrusted Scallops, Lake
Superior Whitefish(local), Farm Raised
Trout, Linguini w. fresh Salmon, Prince Ed-
ward Island Mussels w. Linguini, Walleye
Pike (local).The items will change depend-
ing on the season and what can be purchased
fresh weekly such as the morel mushrooms
available while we were there.The trout is
farm raised purchased locally at Pal Mira
and Rushing Waters Trout farms.They are
all omega 3 tested before purchased. All the
fish is sustainable and from the Great Lakes.
All the food is organic as much as possible.

Being that you are not only in a fabulous
restaurant but also a saloon there are great
drink selections to try. They have a variety of
daily drink specials along with 100 different
brands of beers and a selection of wines.

One of the features that you will notice
at the Irish Rose Saloon is that there are no
TV’s.You will then fully enjoy the moment
with the food, drink and service and have
your undivided attention of your dinner
companion!If you dont have a dinner
companion, that's ok, because Mike and his
staff will welcome you with a big smile and
conversation as if you are a daily regular and
they’re happy you are back!

Irish Rose 519 E State St Rockford, IL 61104

(815) 964-0480 info@irishrosesaloon.net.

The Dooley Brothers

Wednesday July 3
GILLSOM PARK
Wilmette 10:00 pm

Safurday July &
FARMERS MARKET
Deearfield 10000 am

Thursday July 11
PARK DISTRICT BANDSHELL
Lon IL 7040 pm

Sunday July 14

IRISH FEST CHICAGO

IRISH AMERICAN HERITAGE CENTER
Main Stage 2:30 - 4;30 pm

Jdoolayieoih ra.mm' email’’ dl:n:llaj'l'ﬁnl

h"}rlrll‘l-.:_t July 15
CENTHAL HI: AUARE
Loc |-|::-ur1 E:30 - 8:30 pm

Friday July 19
FUBLIC LIBRARY
River Foresty:00 pm

Friday July 26

IRISH FEST

Arlinglon Heights 730 - 8:45 pm
Saturday July 27

IAISH AMERICAN HERITAGE CENTER
Fifth Province Pub 9:00 p.m
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Salaybrothars.com

“Fur bookings and duire. lessong phone, 709 5886,
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I received an email a month or
so ago from a young man who
wanted me to give his CDs a
listen. This is not an unusual oc-
currence as I get CDs to listen to
all the time, some I tell you about
and some I let slip into blessed
oblivion. This time I just have to
tell you about what this young
man sent me. To start with, he
stated that he was friends with the

ENDA SEERY

PEACE OF THEHE ©OU

band “Socks in the Frying Pan”,
a simply stupendous new band
from Ireland that has been at the
top of my top ten list for a couple
of months now, so I figured he
must know good music, boy did
[ get that one right!

Enda Seery is the young man'’s
name and he is a tin whistle art-
ist the like of which I've seldom
heard. Now I've heard a lot of
great tin whistle players but
Enda’s style is different, there’s a
bubbly quality to his playing that
I find fascinating. He has two CDs
out, the first “The Winding Clock”
is all instrumental with the em-
phasis on his tin whistle and Ilove
it. It runs for a delightful 50.44
minutes, good measure for your
money. This fellow can work on
a hornpipe so that even I want to
getup and dance. We haven’t had
a whistle CD in awhile that shows
the versatility of the whistle but
this one does, in spades.

Enda’s second CD is called
“Peace of the Countryside”,
newly released this year and
showing even more talent in this
young man. Again, the whistle
is featured but now he’s trying
his hand at a couple songs and

L 3 -
Piping It In

Jack Baker

% THYS|IME

do they work? You betcha!
Okay, so the boy can play
and the boy can sing and
again he gives good mea-
sure, the CD runs 57minutes
55 seconds. In addition to
Enda Seery’s considerable
talent, there’s a young man,
John Bryne, who plays gui-
tar on both CDs and does so
admirably. I sincerely hope
that we shall see much more
of the talents of these young
men and soon.

Compass Records weighs
in this month with a CD that
will certainly interest any
guitar fanciers out there.
Tony McManus, probably
the finest fingerstyle gui-
tar player to draw breath,
totally blew me away with
his last CD and I thought,
erroneously, it can’t get better
than this. Brother was I wrong!
A little back story...a friend of
Tony’s challenged him to learn
Bach’s E major Prelude for solo
violin on the guitar, he did and
decided to tackle more classical
pieces. It took him seven months
to learn the Bach Chaconne in D
minor. Obviously, Tony McManus
is a player who likes to challenge
himself and the results of his
expedition into classical music
are to be found on his latest CD,
“Mysterious Boundaries”. This
is another of those CDs that, the
first time you listen to it, you

TOKY HNCHANUS

stand there with your mouth
hanging open because you ain't
never heard the like of it before. I
was impressed with Tony playing
bagpipe tunes on guitar but he
was just warming up. I have to
admit that I've not appreciated
classical music in the past but

NYSTERIOUS BOUNOARTES
i
-

Tony McManus just might make
me see the error of my ways.
Finally, it's July and that’s the
month when my favorite festival
takes place. I admit that Chicago
is where I hang my hat and the
Irish American Heritage Center
is where T hang my heart. I would
never miss the festival there and
this year it’s on the 12th, 13th and
14th of July. Things have changed
a little bit for me, I now have a
smaller booth inside rather than a
large booth outside but it’s easier
for me to pull it off that way and
I still get to hear plenty of great
music. I'm looking forward to
Saturday night and listening to
the great Derek Warfield and the
Young Wolfetones featuring Dam-
aris Woods on banjo, that girl can
play! All that plus a couple pints,
a few of my cronies and a plate of
bangers & chips, well it just don’t
get no better. Come on by the
booth and say Hi. See you there.
Catch me at the store, 630-
834-8108 or online at jack@ram-
pantlion.com Slainte

Rampant
Lion ==

Get Your Celfic Music On
We Have the Largedt Selection
of CDs anywbere

VISIT LTS AT 47 Sovsh Ve Avenue
vila Perik, IL. 8 181
830-834-8108
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Schwinn Stingray
could take us.

My roving life
has been blessed
with the same
dream of many my
age watching men
reach the moon and others go Boldy Where
No Man Has Gone Before as the Star Trek
opening motto implored.That dream of

The
) Irish Rover
7 ByJomesMcClure

A Beam with Scotty

I recently enjoyed the second of the Star
Trek films re-introducing the original tele-
vision series characters with new actors...
STAR TREK INTO DARKNESS.

Sitting in the darkness of the Milwaukee
area theater with my big brother Tom I was
beamed back to a time when we teens and
pre-teens watched these roles first spring
to life as the crew of the Starship Enterprise
explored the galaxy and we explored the
neighborhood as far as our Jack Purcell
tennis shoes or Tom’s blue banana-seated

An ex pression of .i‘-.".-’i.i*:
L} .::.'_]{ WL O) '_FF..:{_';_L:{:? Al |{__] Q1
land of hope.

Experience the spict of reland like never

before as you're transported through song
to the magic of the Emerald [sle throughout
the ages.

Emmy and MAB Winner

with
FAITH MARION F{OEINSE}N

available on itunes /o

Airing on Public Television; Check with your local PBS itlhln for listings
Website www.faith-narienrobinson DVD and CD on sale now at local retail and on-ine outlets.
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Pubdie TV
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reaching the stars in my adulthood would
reach the enhanced dream of meeting the
stars that evoked them.

Which brings me back to September, 1986
and Richmond, Virginia when I walked into
the hotel lobby of my temporary capitol
news bureau duirng the three months I'was
Chief Political Correspondent for my televi-
sion station in Norfolk.

A short slightly portly figure of a man
looking somewhat like Captain Kangaroo
with a dark black moustache draggedan
overnight bag into the central atrium of the
small hotel and looked thoroughly whipped.
And lost.It was the 500 yard stare of any man
my father’s age (then in his 60’s) who had
seen many a hotel but not many situations
where they had no idea how they ended up
there....or if THERE was even where they
were supposed to be.

As the forlorn figure re-assessed his sheaf
of travel papers, I extended my hand and
said “Mr. Doohan, may I be of assistance,
Sir?” An honorably discharged Notre Dame
Midshipman had better Sir a newly minted
Starfleet Captain.

The jet black eyebrows arched up beneath
the salt and pepper Beatle bangs and the fa-
miliar furrowed brow of James Montgomery
Doohan lost it's worried wrinkles in a shin-
ing Hollywood smile ofthe small and silver
screen’s beloved Montgomery Scott of Star
Trek.Showtime!

“Oh I'm glad you've found me...the
damned taxi driver didn't even know if this
was the right hotel!”I confirmed it was and
as I hefted his bags and guided him toward
the front desk I explained that I wasn't the
greeting committee but an equally bewil-
dered passerby.

As he checked in, Doohan explained that
he had a speaking appearance in the hotel
the next day.I assured him his hosts would
no doubt show up soon. pointed out the
hotel lounge and restaurant and the nearest
elevator. “I can’t thank you enough, Lad...
your name is..?”“James McClure, Mr. Doo-
han...Scots-Irish...”

“Pleased to meet you.My parents were
from Ireland.And call me Jimmy!”

Given my predilection for running into
celebrities and historical figures I recognize
(not to mention an occasional female news
anchor who’s convinced I'm a stalker),I
humbly excused myself and wished him
well, leaving the poor man to get some sleep.

As the bellhop headed to the elevator,
Doohan turned back,put his hand on my
shoulder and said, “Would you have a drink
with me, then?Two James’ of Eire traveling
should raise at least one!”

A drink with Scotty?!The Star Trek uni-
verse is replete with the Scotch engineer’s
legendary raising of the wrist....declaring

an unknown brew “Green” in the TV show,
busting up half a space station bar with
taunting Klingons present, toasting to their
health in the 23rd century movies and sa-
luting lost comrades in a 24th century Next
Generation TV appearance.

Sitting alone together in a circular booth
of the bar..I wondered if I should order a
Canadian ginger ale to honor the country
Doohan’s Northern Ireland parents emi-
grated to and just what kind of Scotch the
starfaring actor would order.”I'll have a Jim
Beam neat.And how about you Jim?”He
recognized the astonishment in my face.
“Well we are in the Capitol of the Confed-
eracy,” he said in the quickly clipped syl-
lables of his native Canada that made the
C’s and R’s echo out like bullets.”Why not
southern whiskey!”

We talked about the perils and pitfalls
of broadcasting and acting....as much as a
25 year old television reporter could relate
to a 66 year old actor.“Same age as your
Mother, from what you tell me Son...is she
well?”“Yes and remarkably young-looking
like you Sir...66? No way!”

He laughed and said “Oh yes, I owe that
all to my Irish grandmother...all her teeth
and not a single gray hair into her 80's!”

Perhaps somewhat arrogantly I assumed
the last thing that Scotty wanted to talk
about was Scotty.I asked Doohan about D-
Day... he had landed at Juno Beach with the
Royal Canadian Artillery troops and was
shot multiple times, but not before losing a
right middle finger to a bullet after taking
two Nazi snipers to their Reich reward.

And Thad to ask about my earliest mem-
ory of him: as a Titanic sailor in an Irish knit
white sweater who safely guided a lifeboat’s
passengers to safety.”No I don't recall that
role,” he said as he shrugged his shoulder
and glanced into his drink. Suddenly his face
lit up and his eyes widened much as when
he had intoned “There be whales here!” in
his then most recent Star Trek IV movie.

“Son of a gun!You're talking about Play-
house 90 back in the early 60’s. Live TV in
New York. Yes that was me!”

“Your first command Sir...but personally I
loved how you always kicked butt when you
had the Captain’s chair in Kirk’s absence!”
I noted.We both laughed and he finally
beamed up the Scottish brogue. “Aye, I was
a fine Captain in command, wasn’t I?!”

His Star Trek convention hosts arrived as
if on cue.”Have a seat with us...I'd like you
to meet my new friend Jim,”Jimmy told the
Trekkies.

Nothing special there.Until he died in
July, 2005 almost everyone who has met the
fabled Scotsman with the Irish real life back-
ground felt that they had met a new friend
indeed. E-maillrishRoverJim@aol.com
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That’s That

By Colin Broderick

Colin Broderick grew up in
Northern Ireland during the
period of heightened tension and
violence known as the Troubles.

Broderick’s Catholic family
lived in County Tyrone --the
heart of rebel country. In That's
That, he brings us into this world
and delivers a deeply personal
account of what it was like to
come of age in the midst of a
war that dragged on for over
two decades.We watch as he and
his brothers play ball with the

for years, but are never allowed
to play together because it is
forbidden. We see him struggle
to understand why young men
from his community often just
disappear. And we feel his frus-
tration when he is held at gun-
point at various military check-
points in the North. At the center
of his world—and this story—is

Colin’s mother. Desperate to
protect her children from harm,
she has little patience for Colin’s
growing need to experience and
understand all that is happening
around them. Spoken with stern
finality, “That’s that” became the
refrain of Colin’s childhood
Available at amazon.com/
Colin-Broderick/e/B003X0920E

Michael B. Barrett, a prominent Attorney at Law for over 20
years, is the neu;;%/ elected Illinois Referee in Chief and Illinois
c

Supervisor of O

ials for the entire State of Illinois USA

Hockey Association.Barrett is the Past President of Southwest
and South Suburban Bar Association. (I to r):Michael B.

Barrett, Sr,Dennis Savard, Hall of Fame Hockey player and
former coach for the Chicago Black Hawks, and son Michael
Barrett who is receiving a Hockey Scholarship to Holy Cross
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Careers How do we convince people Wedding Jradifions

By James F. Fitzgerald, CPA

Does “Carpe Diem” Speak To You?

I have been ending each of my
columns with the expression,
“Carpe Diem”, for years.To my
best understanding, the expres-
sion means “Seize the Day”.Well,
how often do you actually seize
the day?

Before I give my thoughts on
this matter, let me share a brief
story. Years ago, my daughter,
Erynn, met with a friend of mine
who is a well-respected career
consultant, with a strong psycho-
logical bent.He told Erynn that
he had never met anyone more
optimistic than me. I genuinely
believe that tomorrow will be
another beautiful and bountiful
day. Cynicism is not part of my
life. That said, I think many of us,
if not most of us, burn out very
early in life.We simply become
complacent; as long as it is okay,
that’s good enough.I am not sug-
gesting becoming a perfectionist,
but don't you think there is value
in improving your skills at least
a slight bit each day?

We commonly hear athletes
say things like, “he left it all on
the field.” Court? Workplace?
Whatever one’s venue of choice
is.I recall when I passed the CPA
exam, with four 75’s (which was
the passing grade in those days).
Some colleagues of mine said
that I really did well, I hadn’t
wasted any of my time, and
[ had received the minimum
passing grade of 75.Their cyni-
cal view was that the very least
that was acceptable was okay. I
was delighted to have passed the
rigorous exam but I wasn't real
proud that I had just scraped by.I
felt an undertone or attitude that
said, yes, 4 scores of 85 would
have shown more accounting
prowess, but hey the four 75’s
represented success. I received
my certificate just like those with
higher scores.

Could you inspire some friends
or colleagues who for whatever
reason were consumed by their

complacency years ago?Could
you help them get back into the
“game”? Could you advise or
mentor them? Maybe you could
encourage and coach them.Your
support might help them attain
higher goals than they would
have ever expected. To be sure,
there is a significant pay off for
you, too.

Most people who help others
feel more fulfilled.There is a
great story of a person walking
through a construction site.He
asked one construction worker
what he was doing; the response

One of the reasons
mature people stop
learning is that they
become less and less
willing to risk failure.
John Gardner

was that he was laying brick. The
next worker said he was work-
ing for a pay check.But the third
worker said he was helping to
build a cathedral. Which one of
these people reflects your own
perspective on your life’s work?

Is the problem that our society
has said it is okay to be the “av
erage” guy?Or have we become
a society of robots who expend
the least amount of energy and
creativity at work and save the
rest for our TV viewing, sporting
events, or whatever?

When writing this article I
spoke to my son, Neal, who
works for a financial manage-
ment company in CA.He was
an outstanding basketball player
in high school; during his sum-
mers, he would religiously spend
hours every day working on his
shots and his free throwing skills.
Why?Not because it was essen-
tial to his making the team, but
rather it was somehow essential
inhis mind to perform at a higher

to feel this way?How do we
get them to excel because it is
the “right” thing to do?It’s not
because their paycheck will be
higher next week. It's because
they will think better about
themselves.People who are busy
with meaningful work tend to
be happier and more fulfilled
than persons who are struggling
to just look busy. Most bosses
would be well advised to chal-
lenge and motivate their employ-
ees to stretch their goals. Think
about the greats in any field, they
were motivated to excel rather
than simply exist.

When did you last feel that
your work had a sense of pur-
pose? If you think your work
lacks a sense of purpose, de-
velop one on your own that
works for you. Then your pur-
pose would not be something
imposed on you by your em-
ployer but rather some internal
standard that speaks to you.
Perhaps up till now you have
been doing your work simply
because it pays the bills. If your
work life is filled with inciden-
tals, it would seem to lack any
real purpose to me.

SEIZE the opportunity; find
a purpose in your work life.
Provide assistance to individuals
in distress.Volunteer at the local
hospital.Visit the sick; hold the
hand of a sick patient. Give some
time at a pet shelter. Perhaps
some readers are asking, how
does this relate to my work life
or my career?] am convinced that
people who provide such sup-
port and care for others are often
better performers.Why not give
it a shot?You don’t have to make
an irrevocable commitment to
this approach to your life today.
Just try it.

I feel blessed because I am
convinced there is a sense of
purpose in my consulting work
and in my writing.So again, I say
to you, Carpe Diem.

James F. Fitzgerald is the presi-
dent of James F. Fitzgerald &
Associates, Inc., an Oak Brook,
IL.-based executive coach-
ing and outplacement firm.
Web site-jamesffitzgerald.com.
Email;jamesffitz37@hotmail.com
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An Immigrant’s

Musings
By Fr. Michael Leonard

Senate Debate/Vote

As I go to press, the Senate
has begun its debate on the
new immigration reform bill.
The debate is expected to go
on until the end of June, and
Senate leader Harry Reid has
promised a vote before the 4th
of July break.

This bill is the first major ef-
fort to deal with immigration re-
form since Kennedy /McCain's
failed attempt in 2007. There is
no doubt but this legislation will
be hotly debated.

The opportunity to debate
(meaning to deliberate, offer-
ing opposing arguments and
discussing differing points of
view) is something essential
to a healthy and functioning
democracy. This is what good
legislators do; they beat the
subject about (that is the origi-
nal meaning of the word) in
an effort to come to a middle
ground and workable solution
to a particular issue.

Reading the news on the sub-
ject on line, I am convinced that
the majority of the US Senators
are ready to take their elected
responsibility seriously and
pass S.744. That does not mean
that the “nay Sayers” are not
making their voices heard. The
folks who want to save America
from becoming, in the words of
one opponent, “more and more
brown”, have not gone away. In
many respects, they have not
changed their tune since 2007.
They have however lost some
of their big national bull horn
carriers, both on talk radio and
on TV. People like Lou Dobbs
and Bill O'Reilly, major oppo-
nents in 2007 are now calling
on conservatives to embrace
comprehensive immigration
reform as they see this as an op-
portunity to re build trust with
the Hispanic community.

As I write this contribution,
['m listening to the Senators
speak on the floor of the Sen-

ate. Senator Rubio (R) Florida
expressed a thought that T have
been sharing for the past eight
years. It is this, “the status quo
with approx. 11 million people
living in the shadows is bad for
America.” Itis not smart to have
a system in place, which is so
out of date that it is no longer
serving the economic needs of
the US.

I am therefore, hoping and
praying that the Senate will
have a vigorous and civil de-
bate on fixing our broken im-
migration system. This bill
is not perfect, it is however a
good starting point, a point
from which I hope the House
of Representatives will also
commit itself to a bi-partisan
compromise that will seriously
address this important issue
that has a real chance of improv-
ing the economic conditions of
the entire nation.

Annual Golf Outing

I take this chance on behalf
of all at C.LLS. to say a very
sincere thanks to all who sup-
ported our annual golf outing.
We had a very pleasant day at
St. Andrew’s, West Chicago. We
truly appreciate all the support
we receive from the community,
without your support, we sim-
ply could not operate. Thanks
again to all our sponsors and
supporters.

Let go of your Stresses!

A psychologist walked
around a room while teach-
ing stress management to an
audience. As she raised a glass
of water, everyone expected
they’d be asked the “half empty
or half full” question. Instead,
with a smile on her face, she
inquired: “"How heavy is this
glass of water?”

Answers called out ranged
from 8 oz. to 20 oz.

She replied, “The absolute
weight doesn’t matter. It de-

pends on how long I hold it. If
I hold it for a minute, it's not a
problem. If I hold it for an hour,
I'll have an ache in my arm. If
L hold it for a day, my arm will
feel numb and paralyzed. In
each case, the weight of the
glass doesn’t change, but the
longer I hold it, the heavier it
becomes.”

She continued, “The stresses
and worries in life are like that
glass of water. Think about
them for a while and nothing
happens. Think about them a
bit longer and they begin to
hurt. And if you think about
them all day long, you will feel
paralyzed - incapable of doing
anything.”

It's important to remember to
let go of your stresses. As early
in the evening as you can, put
all your burdens down. Don’t
carry them through the evening
and into the night. Remember
to put the glass down!Author
Unknown

Should you have any com-
ments, questions or sugges-
tions, please feel free to contact
me at: sliabhanoir@yahoo.com
or 773-282-8445
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Celebratethe
Irishiin you!

Friday, July 26, 5-11 pm
Gates open at .30 pm
Adults: 35, Children under 15 years: FREE
500 pm: Irish Heritage Singers
B:30 pm; Trinity Irish Dancers
7:15 pm: The Glengael, bagpipe band

(1ti r): Joe McDonagh; GAA Matt Schwertfeger; team, Liam Dolan; team, Michael Grealy;Aerlingus,
Sean Murphy; Galway Gathering, Tom Sheehy; team, Tiernan Martin; team, Mattie Kenny; Aerlingus,
AnthonyCunningham;Galway SR. Manager.

International Hurling Festival 9-18-21 in Ireland

Aer Lingus in partnership with
Etihad Airways launched the
International Hurling Festival
at the Irish Consulate in Chi-
cago, with a reception for invited
guests at Gage restaurant. Special

guests included former President
of the GAA, Joe McDonagh and
Galway Hurling Team Manager,
Anthony Cunningham.

From the 18th to 21st Septem-
ber, Aer Lingus in partnership

with Etihad Airways, will host
the first International Hurling
Festival. The qualifying games
will take place in regional towns
around Galway with the finals
being staged at Pearse Stadium.

7:30 pm: The Dooley Brothers
9:00 pm: Second Time Around

Saturday, July 27, 421 pm
Gates open at 330 pm
Adults: 37 | Children (ages 3-14) 52
Seniors and Society members: 56
4:00 prm: McNulty Irish Dancers
4:45 pm; Mulligan Stew
6:15 pm: Pipes and Drums of the Emerald Society
6:45 pm: The Gleasons
8:30 pm: Best Legs in Kilts Contest
9:00 prn: Red Rebel County

Museum Grounds, corner of Euclid and Vail
Free Fest Parking | Chairs and blankets welcome
Complete schedule at ahmuseum.org/irishfest
or call B57-255-1225

All funds benefit the Arlington Heights
Historical Museum | www.ahmuseum.org
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Everything Looks Better In Sunlight

Last month, my 78-year-old
mother made her first transat-
lantic trip.She was making the
journey to check on her son’s
progress in Chicago.My sister and
her husband, who had visited me
before, were trying to orientate
the not too seasoned traveler to
what she should expect on the
other side.

Needless to say, in good old-
fashioned Irish style, the woman
remained nonplused.Having
absolutely no idea of the magni-
tude of U.S third largest city, orits
massive lake, she simply received
all this information with the com-
posure of someone who is used to
such strange things.

sister, who with the diplomacy
of a skilled diplomat was able
to retrieve one new cardigan for
every two putin the case, thus al-
leviating the need to pay the extra
cost, a penalty my mother would
most assuredly refuse to pay.

To offset the embarrassment of
one’s parent must surely be one
of our duties as children.It was
with this thought in mind my
sister depleted the suitcase-cum-
wardrobe.

When dealing with Irish par-
ents, logic rarely works in such
circumstances since it will be
repeatedly met with that most
annoying ‘why not?It’s always
best to work against the desire

the other side of the Irish Sea.On
the return trip, once on Irish soil,
she got out of the chair with the
zeal of someone touched by the

. healing hands of a revival pastor.

It was her pride, rather than an
act of faith, that strengthened the
muscles in her legs.

When I met them at the airport,
the journey had gone well.All of
the possible awkward moments
had failed to materialize.Now in
the U.S she was ready to see the
new world.During the drive from
the airport to the apartment, [ was
treated to all the local news from
home; who had died, who was
sick or dying, who wasn’t speak-
ing to whom etc.

In that forty minute drive I
was knew who was in and out of
favour, and if I didn’t know who
they were (a fatal mistake to own
up to) I was treated to a whole list
of connections from first cousins
to great uncles.

I'was excited to have my family
come to see me.I was thrilled to be

BUY FROM OUR ADVERTISERS WHEN YOU CAN!
THEY KEEP THE PAPER COMING TO YOU!

As part of the preparation for
the trip, my mother was being
schooled in what she could and
could not bring.No bacon, they
have pigs in America, no bread,
apart from maybe some wheaten
or a nice loaf of soda, and defi-
nitely no Doherty’s sausages or
black pudding.

Instead, I instructed her to
bring the most essential thing,
dulce (seaweed), and the kind
with the shells still on, it tastes
so much better.Having updated
mother into the modern world
where you didn’t need to smug-
gle good across the border, she
was now turning her mind to
what she could bring back.

The land of opportunity offered
her mall upon mall of shops to
spend her newly converted ster-
ling.Yet despite this information,
she refused to pack lightly. The
case was stuffed with the right ap-
parel for each season, just in case.

The airline’s weight restric-
tions were of no consequence to
a woman who was convinced the
Aer Lingus staff would accept her
rationale.I left the negotiations re-
garding this sensitive area to my

to have an adult conversation,
and simply do what is required,
it saves on the endless diatribes
of “They’ll listen to me.Let them
try stop me and I'll show them
what to do with their rules’, and
so forth.

A Derry woman faced by bu-
reaucratic dogma is not some-
thing any of us want to be witness
too.She has not enough years in
her to wear down the officialdom
of the Republic of Ireland and the
United States, but Thave no doubt
she would give it a hearty try.

Since my mother’s mobility
has been compromised over the
years, it was decided that she
would be confined to a wheel-
chair, something she would never
agree to at home, but deemed
acceptable in a place where no
one knew her. This proud woman
would crawl down the street to
the shops before yielding to the
chair.It might take her a long time
to reach her destination, but she
did it on her own feet.

My sister had told me that on
a previous holiday to England
my mother only surrendered to
the wheelchair when she reached

able to take them down Michigan
Avenue, Millennium Park, the
Lake and to Loyola University,
where I work.

We drove downtown, the
weather was glorious, and I
rattled off all my the interesting
facts I'd acquired over the years
with the vigor of a five year
old showing off his Christmas
presents.At the river, amid the
awe inspiring skyscrapers, and
enfolded by the throng of the bus-
tling crowd, I was in full throttle.
This was a magnificent day.Here
we were together in one of most
ideal circumstances to see the
city] was feeling pretty chuffed
to show it off.

Mother sat in her chair, under-
whelmed by the noise and activ-
ity around her.The skyscrapers
had no reality to her, the river was
simply water and when I asked
her what she thought of it all, she
replied ‘Everything looks better in
the sunlight.’

*Terry, originally from Derry,
now resides in Chicago and teach-
es Irish and British Literature
at Loyola University, Chicago.
terenceboyle@sbcglobal.net

Our Take on

By Paul Dowling

Social Services

This month’s senior
group meetings

As usual, we have suspended
our senior group meetings over
the summer months. Meetings
will reconvene in September.
The new schedule will be an-
nounced in this column, so stay
tuned. We would like to thank
all those that participated in our
senior group meetings over the
past year and made them such a
great success. CIIS wishes you a
very happy and health summer
and we look forward to getting
together again the fall. Of course,
if you need any of our services
over the summer you should not
hesitate to contact the office on
7732-282-8445.

Calling All Volunteers

For those of you out there
looking for a meaningful way
to contribute to the Irish com-
munity, we have several ways
that you can get involved and
give something back. Currently
we are working on three very
important projects that need
volunteers. CIIS is a small
organization and in order to
develop and improve the great
services we provide to our com-
munity, we need to harness the
power and skills of dedicated
volunteers

The first is the Golden Diners
Program at the Irish American
Heritage Center. This program
serves nutritious lunches to
seniors and runs at the IAHC
every Tuesday, Thursday, Fri-
day, and Saturday. There are no
particular requirements for vol-
unteers with this program but
a background in food services
or a willingness to take a food
services licensure course would
certainly be a great advantage.

The second project we are
working on at this time is
the Senior Health Insurance
Program. This program offers
guidance to seniors about their

Medicare entitlements. We
are trying to recruit long term
volunteers who would be inter-
ested in taking a training course
to become certified as a SHIP
counsellor. This is a great op-
portunity to gain some in-depth
knowledge about Medicare
and assist those who are a little
confused by the whole system.

Lastly, we are looking to
recruit volunteer operators for
Irish Senior Connect, a national
listening and information line
geared towards Irish and Irish
and Irish American seniors.
Currently based at the Irish
Pastoral Center in Boston, the
line is staffed by trained vol-
unteers who provide a listen-
ing ear to seniors who want to
have a chat, discuss a problem,
or obtain information on local
resources. The program has
its origins in Co. Meath where
a senior center recognized a
need amongst the local isolated
seniors for meaningful social
interaction with others. Irish
Senior Connect has enjoyed
great success in Boston and the
program will this year be rolled
out to Chicago where it will be
run by Chicago Irish Immigrant
Support. We are very excited
to have been chosen from the
member centers of the Coalition
of Irish Immigration Centers to
be next to house the listening
line. We are still in the initial
planning stages of the project
but if you are interested in
finding out more about Irish
Senior Connect or volunteering
with the any of the projects dis-
cussed here please call the office
on773-282-8445 and speak with
Paul. If you are a senior and you
would like someone to listen to
you, you can call the listening
line on 1-855-249-5146. The lis-
ten line is open Monday, Tues-
day, and Thursday between
9am and 11am, and on Fridays
and Saturdays between 1pm
and 3pm.
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Deliberate Indifference

BishopAccountability.org, an “online
archive established by lay Catholics,”
reports that over 3,000 civil lawsuits
have been filed against the church, some
resulting in multi-million dollar settle-
ments with many claimants. In 1998 the
Diocese of Dallas paid $30.9 million to
twelve victims of one priest ($43.5 million
in present-day dollars). From 2003 to 2009
nine other major settlements resulted in
payments of over $1.1 billion. The As-
sociated Press estimated the settlements
from 1950 to 2007 totaled more than $2
billion. Bishop Accountability puts the
figure at more than $3 billion in 2012.
Five dioceses(Tucson, Spokane, Portland,
Davenport, and San Diego) sought bank-
ruptcy protection. Eight Catholic dioceses
have declared bankruptcy due to sex
abuse cases from 2004-2011.

Andrew Brown reported in the Guard-
ian - “The Catholic figures show that
between about 4% of priests and deacons
serving in the US between 1950 and
2002 had been accused of sexual abuse
of someone under 18. ... Most were ado-
lescents: two out of five were 14 or over;
only 15% were under 10. It is nowadays
very widely reported. It may be the best
reported crime in the world...”.

“So why the concentration on Catho-
lic priests and brothers? Certainly the
safeguards against paedophilia in the
priesthood are now among the tightest
in the world. ...I think that objectively
your child is less likely to be abused by
a Catholic or Anglican priest in the west
today than by the members of almost any
other profession.”

“Other profession”- Does that imply
professions other than Catholic clergy are
guilty of child sexual abuse?

The U.S. Department of Justice has
reported these Bureau of Justice Statistics
on Child Sexual Abuse: In the year 2000,
879,000 children were victims of child
maltreatment. Of these, 10%,or 87,900
were documented cases of child sexual
abuse. From 1980 to 1990 Reported cases
of child sexual abuse reached epidemic
proportions, with a 322% increase. By
gender there werel.7 victims per 1,000
female children and 0.4 victims per 1,000
male children. 5.5 children per 10,000

¥ Mike Morley

enrolled in day
care are sexual-
ly abused. And
an average of
8.9 children out
of every 10,000
are abused in
the home. The
median age for
the occurrence of reported abuse was
about the same for boys and girls, be-
tween 9 and 10. Victimization occurs
before age eight for about 22 percent of
boys and girls. Most of the abuse was
by offenders 10 or more years older than
their victims. 67% of victims of sexual
assault were juveniles (under age 18);34%
of sexual assault victims were under age
12;1 of every 7 victims of sexual assault
were under age 6; and40% of offenders

Bolton Abbey ruins

who victimized children under age 6 were
juveniles (under age 18).

Priestly abuse is negligible in com-
parison.The Dept. of Justice estimates
that there are 60 million survivors of
childhood sexual abuse in America today;
and that children with disabilities are 4 to
10 times more vulnerable to sexual abuse
than their non-disabled peers. The Na-
tional Institute of Mental Health estimates
that a typical child sex offender molests
an average of 117 children, most of whom
do not report the offence. About 60% of
the male survivors sampled report at least
one of their perpetrators to be female.

So much for the Dept. of Justice. Let’s
move on to the Dept. of Education.

I've mentioned this before in regard
to public schools. It bears mentioning
again: A 2004 report prepared for the U.S.
Department of Education concluded that

between 7 to 21% of US students experi-
enced contact sexual abuse from a teacher
or supervisor. Teachers accounted for 90%
of the school institutional sexual abuse
cases; and teachers whose job includes
time with individual students, such as
music teachers or coaches, are more likely
to sexually abuse than others. 4 percent of
the educators investigated for educator
sexual misconduct were females. Same-
sex misconduct ranges from 18 to 28
percent of the reported cases, depending
upon the study.

This shocking report was dealt with by
the US government and your free press in
the very same way that similar news has
been greeted by most other institutions,
including the Church: it was vigorously
ignored and quickly buried. A planned
follow-up study was quietly axed.

As other institutions, the government
hates to pay for sexual abuse by its own
employees, so the American public was
keptignorant of the facts while its govern-
ment and press pursued a long crusade
to batter and bleed the Catholic Church
with the very same charges.

The primary federal legal remedy for
sexual misconduct in schools is Title IX of
the Education Amendments of 1972. Title
IX provides for federal enforcement of the
prohibition against “sexual discrimina-
tion” with the possibility of loss of federal
funds for any educational institution in
violation. But it took twenty years for the
Supreme Court to rule in 1992 that stu-
dents may seek monetary damages from
schools for “sexual harassment” visited
on them by school employees.

Great. So why haven't you heard of
huge amounts of compensation being

awarded to sexually abused public school
students? Surely the compensation must
be gargantuan, considering the same
report estimates sexual abuse in public
schools to be “100 times worse” than that
discovered in a Catholic Church which
has so far been bled to the tune of some 3
billion dollars, and several of its dioceses
bankrupted by lawsuits.

Well, in 1998 the Supreme Court ruled
that for a district to be liable for monetary
damages for “sexual harassment” of a
student by a staff member, someone with
the authority to take corrective action must
have had actual knowledge of thesexual
harassment, and the school district must
have acted with deliberate indifference
to its knowledge of the discrimination.
The law is couched in terms of “discrimi-
nation” and “harassment” rather than
“sex abuse” or “pedophilia”. Further,
the justices ruled that to obtain monetary
damages the “harassment” must be so se-
vere, pervasive, and objectively offensive
that it effectively bars the abused student
access to an educational opportunity or
benefit. So Justice Sandra Day O’Connor,
writing for the majority, noted that: “Until
Congress speaks directly on the subject,
however, we will not hold a school district
liable in damages under Title IX for a teach-
er’s sexual harassment of a student absent
actual notice and deliberate indifference.”

So, besides having to prove “deliberate
indifference”, a kid unfortunate enough
to be assaulted in a public school must do
cartwheels to prove either they have been
nearly incapacitated by the abuse or that
itis so severe as to exclude them from the
learning process entirely.

The silence of Congress has been deaf-
ening. And the press is busy elsewhere.

I'm not a lawyer (or “liar” as old
country Irish pronounce it) so I can only
wonder why, during this long siege on
Catholicism, more Catholics, especially
lawyers and legislators, some of whom
regularly fill these pages with pitches for
clients and votes (and most of whom I
assume were at least baptized Catholics)
haven't thought to take a moment to at
least speak to these legal inequities.

More later. © Mike Morley 2013

Browse our websites: IrishTV.us And
IrishEye.us (on Facebook too)

Also watch IRISH JOURNAL ON
CABLETV

In Chicago - CAN-TV, Channel 19:
Monday 7PM, Tuesday 2PM

COMCAST- (Skokie system) 24 North
suburbs — Ch. 19 (or 35): Tuesday, 6PM

(Elmhurst system) 41 West suburbs-
Channel 19: Tuesday 7:30 PM

E-mail: IRISHTV@att.net
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Blackburn Running for State Comptroller

Duffy Blackburn grew up watching
the adults around him overcome grave
challenges. He watched his parents work
back-breakingly hard to make not only
themselves better, but also the people
around them.Duffy has dedication and
perseverance in his blood.

As the current Will County Auditor,
Duffy (D-Joliet) just threw his hat into
the ring for State Comptroller, challeng-
ing career politician and Republican
powerhouse Judy Barr Topinka.

Among his earliest memories are of
watching his dad, Bob, fight his way
back through physical rehabilitation
after a tragic crane accident working as
an operating engineer that made him a
quadrapolegic for six months. Consid-
ered DOA en route to the hospital, Bob
had to learn how to read and write again.
That ended Bob’s promising baseball
career.

“All the baseball players and team
mates said that Blackburn didn’t have
any brains to start with,” Duffy lovingly
joked about his dad.

Actually quite the opposite is true.
Bob has since gone back to school to get
a masters in vocational counseling in
order to help persons like himself get
back to work and just be able to function
with their day to day activities, Duffy
explained.

To this day, Bob’s left arm remains
paralyzed and he walks with a limp.

The moxy wasn’t just on the male
side of the family. His mother, born
Georgeen O'Reilly, was the first in her
family to go to college. Duffy watched
her work full time during the day, and
go back to school at night, eventually
earning a PhD.

She was the public health director for
the Village of Oak Park. She then took a
department chair position at Benedictine
University. She brought an American
degree to China. Because of her, students
there can earn a masters of public health

fippeca rances
Cuts y
Foil Highlights
Color A
Waxing ’
Perms v |
Gifts/Jewelry ‘

Call Mary 847-825-7615
229 N Northwest Hwy, Park Ridge

there with accreditation at Benedictine.

“You look out for those who are in vul-
nerable positions and those who are in
need and if you have an opportunity you
step up and say ‘I can doit’,” Duffy said.

Not one to rest on his parents’ laurels,
Dulffy earned a long list of his own cre-
dentials. He is a Certified Public Accoun-
tant and a Certified Fraud Examiner. His
cache of degrees include a bachelors in
economics, and double masters in busi-
ness administration as well as account-

largely due to his putting the county’s
checkbook online.

Rolling up his sleeves, he also reduced
the office’s total cost by over 38 percent,
about $1.1 million. For example, he gave
back the county car and does his own
scheduling.

“Dulffy Blackburn is in this race for the
right reasons,” said Will County Execu-
tive Larry Walsh, Sr., Duffy’s campaign
co-chair. “It is not for the glory.”

Congressman Bill Foster is his other
campaign co-chair.

“I’'m an accountant, a CPA, not a politi-

FY BLACKBURN
Sor State Comptroller
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Duffy announces his run for State Comptroller

ing and financial management.

As Will County Auditor, he earned the
2011 Mlinois County Auditor of the Year
Award, and was appointed member of
the Government Executive Committee
of Illinois CPA Society. He also has a
Harvard Kennedy School Government
Senior Executives in State and Local
Government Program Certificate.

Under Duffy’s helm, Will County
earned a AA+ S&P bond rating, one of
the highest in the country. The county
earned an Sunshine Review A+ grade
for transparency and open initiatives,
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cian, and I know what every family and
every business in Illinois knows - that
we need to balance our checkbook,”
Duffy said. “I did it as Will County Au-
ditor, we are increasing efficiency and
transparency and that’s what I'll do for
Mlinois.”

His opponent, Topinka, was the for-
mer state GOP chair who lost to Rod
Blagojevich in 2006. She was state trea-
surer from 1995 to 2007.

“Judy has over 30 years in politics but
zero years in accounting,” Duffy said.
“I'm running for comptroller because it’s
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time we had a professional accountant
watchdog with the Illinois checkbook.”

If the rest of Duffy’s family is any
indication, he, too, will be dedicated
to service. His great-great grandfather,
John O'Reilly came from County Mayo
to serve in the American Civil War.
Duffy’s grandfather, Robert Blackburn
Sr., was Joliet Township Collector in
1951. His great grandfather, William
Blackburn, was elected Joliet Democratic
Precinct Committeeman in 1932. He
is also flanked by cousins and uncles
who continue to serve as firefighters
and police.

Duffy’s friends describe him as quite
simply a nice guy —down to earth, intel-
ligent and loyal. He and his wife, Rachel,
have one son, Jack. He is running for the
Democratic nomination in the primary.

“It’s going to be a long 17 months, but
we can get there together,” he said at his
announcement event.
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Upstream
By Charles Brady

Too Few Emerging
from the Abortion
Debate with Much
Dignity

People never cease to surprise
or disappoint me.It might have
been reasonable (well, in a paral-
lel universe perhaps; admittedly
it was always unlikely in this one)
to suppose that the whole abor-
tion debate would have brought
out the humanity in those who
are campaigning so vigorously on
one side or the other.One would
have expected a certain level of
reasoned discourse on such a sensi-
tive subject. Instead, the ordinary
bewildered onlooker must find
themselves stunned by the endless
name-calling, points-scoring and
even threatening behaviour from
some of the characters involved.
None of the groups have come out
of this with much dignity. At times
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the actual subject of the arguments
seems almost to have been forgot-
ten, so vitriolic and entrenched
have opposing sides become; but
I do think that the blanket anti-
abortion supporters in particular
have outdone themselves.

Now admittedly not even some-
one who finds the carry-on of the
Church as distasteful as myself
would expect them to keep quiet
completely on this one; but in
their glee at actually feeling that
they have the right to take the
moral high-ground for the first
time in years—having forfeited
that position completely with
their unbelievable and certainly
un-Christian behaviour—they
have lost the run of themselves.
Seriously, did they have to trot
out the Excommunication card
s0 heavily?It only serves to draw
attention to the many times that
they HAVEN'T used it against

genuine monsters, not those who
are simply expressing a different
view; and I have said here and
elsewhere that the Church does
not, in all fairness, claim to be a
democracy and so it can hardly be
surprising that it doesn’t behave
like one.To expect that is just daft.

As low as I generally expect
them to stoop, it was still with sur-
prise that I was told by one of my
best friends recently of an incident
that she saw in one church.

It's worth an aside here to point
out that this relationship shows
that people of differing views CAN
get along:the lady in question was
in fact my partner for a number
of years.Despite her being a con-
firmed God-botherer and my indif-
ference to that, we never argued
about it in any major way, simply
out of respect for the opinion of the
other.Although as should be obvi-
ous she was wrong and I of course
was right, as usual. Heh.

She had travelled to Dublin for a
Confirmation on the Saturday and
stayed on until the following day
in order to attend the Children’s
Mass that followed.So there were
the children, dressed in their best
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clothes and no doubt enjoying
being the centre of attention to
mammy and daddy, when the
priest decided that this was a good
time to ask everyone’s indulgence
as he was about to introduce an
anti- abortion campaigner to give
a five minute talk.

What absolutely wonderful
timing! What sensitivity from a
man who is supposed to be of the
cloth!Of course, their treatment of
children as anything approaching
human has hardly been exemplary
by some of them over the years;
but surely a bit of thought would
have told this egjit that there is a
time and a place; and that perhaps
a Mass for children wasn't it.

My friend wasn't the only one
to find this abhorrent.It seemed to
be the general feeling. Naturally I
asked why they didn’t just walk
out on the idiot in protest; but of
course that would have caused
the kids even more confusion than
they were undoubtedly feeling
already at the hijacking of their
special day.We all regret, I think,
that children seem to be almost
forced to grow up far too quickly
these days; but that is obviously a
concept that the good “father” isn't
familiar with.

Meanwhile some of the more
extreme groups have been send-
ing truly reprehensible letters
and items—including plastic foe-
tuses—to Taoiseach Enda Kenny.
Now Crom knows I'm not Kenny’s
biggest fan by any means, but
what kind of person takes the
time and has the mentality to do
such a thing?And no doubt sees
no contradiction in flopping down
on the knees every Sunday, into
the bargain.

They have also been harassing
politicians at their homes.Much
of this—what a surprise—is done
under cover of darkness.Speak-
ing during Leaders” Questions in
the Dail just after the publication
of the legislation on abortion,
Waterford Independent TD John
Halligan said:

“There have been several serious
incidents of verbal abuse aimed at
deputies, some of whom have been
ambushed outside their houses,
spat at and threatened with hav-
ing their homes burnt down.One
deputy has been threatened with
having her throat cut.”

He added:

“No such threats were made
to priests, bishops or anyone else
within the Catholic Church con-
victed of abusing and destroying
the lives of children... We now have
senior Vatican officials calling on
deputies who might be Catholic
to resign if they support the Bill.
Threatening deputies to induce
them to vote in a particular way
must surely be illegal.

“If it emerged that a major
criminal was attempting to bully
deputies on any issue there would
be a major outcry.”

Still, this ongoing argument has
shown up what I've always hated
about the party whip system, with
Enda Kenny warning his deputies
that they must support him, no
matter what their consciences dic-
tate.Now that can’t be right either,
no matter what my own views
are.Nor is Kenny the only one to
be cracking the whip.It now looks
as if Sinn Fein TD for Meath West
Peadar Toibin will have it removed
from him if HE votes against the
legislation, as it seems that he is
adamant about doing.As he putsit:

“It is an impossible task for me
to vote for legislation that will lead
to another person’s death.TDs are
responsible for their actions.

“Ibelieve if a TD votes for abor-
tion that TD is in part responsible
for abortions that happen under
that legislation.”

Now I must confess here to be
in favour of legalising abortion;
but it does seem to me that he and
the others who have a different
view and who simply don’t want
to sign up for this have the right
to state their opinions without
threats hanging over them; indeed,
they are having their very careers
threatened.As someone who be-
lieves strongly in the importance
of being an individual I think it
just flat-out sucks for people to be
asked to vote against their beliefs
just because their party leader has
instructed them to.

Presumably it will be pretty
much over by the time you read
this; but in the meantime I expect
that things will get worse before
they get betterIn my experience
they generally do.

You can email abuse to me at
chasbrady7@eircom.net or follow
my blogwww.charleybrady.com
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For The Republic

Covering-Up Crime

On June 7 FBI agents visited us. On June 3
we mailed the below letter to the Sun-Times
which didn’t publish it.

For publication, if you please:

The “Sneed Exclusive” on the front page
and all of page 4A of the Chicago Sun-Times
(June 2, 2013) continues to conceal more key
facts than she reveals of the Langert family
murders; for examples:

1)The 357 Magnum murder weapon be-
longed to FBI Agent Lewis but wasn't reported
missing; a violation both concealed and im-
munized

2) FBI Agent Patrick “Ed” Buckley (also an
MI5 operative) arrived on the scene later and
assumed control of the Langert family murder
investigation and forbade the local police from
pursuing the murderer (though named as their
sole suspect before Buckley’s artival).

3) Agent Buckley and one of his now-known
moles, Jerry Boyle, got Carol Marin to break
the news of an “IRA link to the Langert mur-
ders.” while

4)Murderer David Biro was giving his fel-
low high-schoolers tours of the murder site,
and

5) North Shore policemen would lounge in
our high-rise building lobby informing the
doorman and others that a murder suspect
lived among them, naming me to them.

6) Those police officers, directed by MI5/
FBI Agent Buckley, framed me in their murder
investigation report. I was doomed had mur-
derer Biro not saved me by blabbing through
his FBI cover into Life Without Parole. Later,
an anonymous tipster caused our lawyers to
visit the Winnetka Police Department where
they acquired copies of those reports. I had
never even heard of Biro or his victims until
the news of the murders, but owe my freedom if
not my life to murderer David Biro. Seeking to
somehow teciprocate, I have tried many times
to talk with his father Nicholas and have writ-
ten to David, all without result. Seven weeks
prior to the Langert murders FBI Agent Joe
Doyle contacted me to warn my wife and me
that some of his fellow agents had been bribed
and subverted by Britain’s MI5 and were plan-
ning crimes against us to silence our human
rights efforts. Mary and I decided that Doyle’s
warning must be either mistaken or exagger-
ated when, despite his Oath of Office, he said
hecouldn’t do anything to deterthose crimes.
He later proved too frightened of his fellow
agents to willingly testify as to his warn-

ing to us. THUS,
k. _ J THE NEXT SE-
' RIES OF CRIMES
AGAINST US
7)Buckley in-
carcerated four of
us including Mary
and me in Chicago’s Federal Correctional Cen-
ter on a separate set of equally bogus charges
and tried to imprison us for many years. After
fifteen months of expensive pre-trial motions,
we proved that the only evidence against us,
an FBI audiotape, was criminally-doctored.
On 15]anuary93, after we refused to plead
guilty to a “nothing charge” (theft of a blank
audiocassette), US Judge George Lindberg
granted Prosecutor James Fleissnet’s plea
to be allowed to drop all charges against us.
Law enforcement refused our pleas to charge
Agent Buckley for any of his crimes against us,
Judge Lindberg refused, in writing, my writ-
ten demand that he notify law enforcement of
the proven FBI crimes perpetrated in front of
him in his courtroom, and two US Attorneys
General also refused to uphold the law for us.
Chicago’s news media covered up both series
of MI5/FBI ctimes despite our efforts to get
them to do their jobs.

8)The chain of judicial command, US Judges
Lindberg and Wayne Anderson and up to
and including two US Attorneys General all
refused my pleas to uphold the law against
those crimes. The de facto immunity given to
Agent Buckley (and 18 of his fellow Agent/
criminals who had repeatedly raided us and
destroyed property) enabled Buckley to per-
petrate motre crimes.

9)During MI5/FBI's crime spree against us
the IRS demanded from me through threats
some $69,000 income tax on my earlier El
Salvador-earned wages though the IRS had
exempted all Americans working in El Salva-
dor a few weeks before I was sent there. The
IRS forced me to pay $1,000 per month for
some years, continuing until long after the
Federal Court vindicated me, after which the
IRS stopped demanding further payments but
refused to return what it had extorted from me.
Law firms later informed us that the FBI uses
the IRS to ruin people they target, including
law firms that expose FBI crimes, and for that
stated reason some refused to take our case for
damages against the FBL

YET MORE MI5/FBI CRIMES

A)Still working freely for M15, Agent Buck-
ley was sent to Ireland to arrange an atrocity
to be blamed, like the Langert one, on the
IRA. Buckley’s mission in Ireland ended on
15August98 with the Omagh bombing murders
of twenty-nine.

B)Buckley had remained in Ireland for MI5
until 15Aug98, excepting, according to trial
testimony, a 1996 visit to the Atlanta Olym-
pics bombing murder site (where he and his

colleagues perpetrated Buckley’s specialty;
they framed Security Guard Richard Jewell for
it). Jewell was later awarded some $2 million
in compensation, but died soon thereafter.

C)After Agent Buckley’s failed attempt
to railroad us in Chicago’s Federal Court in
1991-1993 we never saw him again until 2003
in Dublin in the self-same courtroom where, in
1803, British Lord Norbury sentenced Robert
Emmet, “The Darling of Erin,” to be hanged
and decapitated. Mary and I attended because
we were familiar with Buckley’s perjuries
and evidence fabrications and hoped to de-
feat them again. We had visited the Upstate
New York home-place of Buckley’s MI5/FBI
mole David Rupert, and had gotten evidence
that he is a life-long criminal (also evidenced
by a NY State Police Affidavit). We also
provided the defense with four bankruptcy
filings by Rupert, all fraudulent. Still, the
crimes by MI5 and Buckley/Rupert prevailed,
and consequently Michael McKevitt remains
imprisoned.

D)Currently, a contest is underway. Long-
time FBI mole Jerry Boyle continues to claim
that, not he, but my wife and I, are the FBI
moles infiltrating Chicago’s peace and justice
groups. Though Boyle sabotaged our cam-
paigns foryears in collaboration with the FBI,
he publicly claims that my wife and I are the
moles and that THE LENGTHY SERIES OF
MI5/FBI CRIMES WERE PERPETRATED
AGAINST US ONLY TO “DEEPEN OUR
COVER AS MOLES.” See my www.chicago-
mole.org.

Had the above-mentioned crimes and
wrongs numbered 1 through 9 been duly re-
ported and prosecuted, the far greater crimes
lettered A, B, and C would have been preclud-
ed. Even at this late date some of the damage
could be undone if Chicago’s law enforcement
and news media begin to do their jobs.

The Media and Judicial Cover-Ups
Explained?Were the above crimes indispens-
able preliminary steps toward freeing up
the British army from Ireland’s disputed Six
Counties and thus available for the Neo-Cons’
planned wars against Islam? Arranging the
Omagh atrocity and successfully blaming it
on the IRA (as they did the Langert atrocity)
demonized the IRA and stampeded the Irish
into voting away their constitutional claim to
the entire island and its territorial waters. The
official motive for refusing to report or pros-
ecute all of the above numbered and lettered
crimes was suggested by the US State Dept’s
“head of the Britain desk” 1994 declaration
that “the IRA doesn’t have Buccaneer bombers,
it doesn’t have aircraft carriers, and we (the
US) need to sew up the British exchequer for
our planned wars against Islam.” (See David
Irvine’s taped words transcribed onto page
450 of Voices From the Grave.)Further sig-
naling British complicity in Omagh was the
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RUC’s “losing” of its tape of the bomb warn-
ings; its “losing” of the log book containing
transcriptions of those warnings (after which
the Crown awarded George Crosses to those
self-same RUC), the official “inability” to
locate Irish gov’t spook and bomb car owner
Paddy Dixon, the near certainty that the FBI
had satellite-surveilled the bomb-car, all
indicate that by 1994 persons directing MI5,
FBI, RUC, etc. had decided that atrocities were
needed to advance plans for far larger crimes
now continuing in Iraq, Afghanistan, Iran,
Somalia,Yemen, etc.

Chris and Mary Fogarty

900 N. Lake Shore Dr.; Unit 1507

Chicago, IL 60611

fogartyc@att.net

Tel. 312/664-7651
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A Word With Monsignor Boland

The Vaica of Catholic Charifies, Archdiccese of Chicoga

Rev. Monzsignor Michael M. Boland

Adrmiresiral ol President ord CEC

I can't help but grin every time
[ read one of Pope Francis’ tweets,
or listen to his thought-provoking
appeals directed at the youth of
the world. It is an exciting time in
the Church when our 76 year old
pontiff is “tweeting” profound
messages of love and hope, and
encouraging all of us, but espe-
cially young faithfuls, to “go out
from ourselves... to give ourselves
and to serve others.”

In one of Pope Francis’ recent
audiences, he asked if there were
any young people in the crowd,
and said to them: “I ask you who
are just setting out on your journey
through life: have you thought
about the talents that God has
given you?Have you thought of
how you can put them at the ser-
vice of others? Do not bury your
talents!Set your stakes on great
ideals, the ideals that enlarge the
heart, the ideals of service that
make your talents fruitful.Life
is not given to us to be jealously
guarded for ourselves, but it is
given to us so that we may give
it in turn.”

These exciting and exhilarating
words are exactly what our youth
want and need to hear: put faith
into action and lead lives that
continually focus on others.What
a profound counterpoint to all the
messages of materialism, greed,
and selfishness that our young
people are bombarded with on a
daily basis.

I am so looking forward to the
excitement surrounding World
Youth Day, which is happening
this year in Rio de Janeiro July
23-28, and is expected to draw 1.5
million people.Locally, the Arch-
diocese of Chicago is co-hosting
a Midwest Celebration on July
27 that will bring together 2,000
young Catholics from around the
Midwest.

Since its inception in 1985, World
Youth Day has energized millions
of young people in their faith.This
celebration shows the world the
young face of the Church, which
is a tremendous sign of hope.We

know these young attendees will
go out in the world and bring
Jesus” message of peace and love
into their home communities. This
year, I am sure Pope Francis will
inspire the crowd to new heights!

Another wonderful sign of hope
for me is the growing interest in
Catholic Charities’ Junior Board
from young Chicago-area profes-
sionals. Our Junior Board is made
up of 400+ men and women age
21-40 who have a desire to put
their faith into action and become
involved with the mission of
charity.

Catholic Charities’ Junior Board
is not a mere social outlet for
young people (although they
sure do have their share of par-
ties and fun!).Catholic Charities
provides Junior Board members
with real, hands-on opportuni-
ties for truly living their faith
and serving others.Whether it’s
reading to children in one of our
homeless shelters, stuffing bags
of food for hungry families, or
playing bingo and sharing stories
with residents in our senior hous-
ing, Junior Board members can’t
wait to get involved in their next
service project. We are honored
that so many young people believe
deeply in the mission of Catholic
Charities and want to share their
time and talents with us.This year,
we have already added 60 new
members, and we are on track to
have a record-setting number of
new members by year’s end.

I feel such positive energy in the
air from young Catholics today.
They want to get involved and be
a part of something greater than
themselves.Pope Francis is just
the man to inspire these wonder-
ful young people to bring Jesus’
message of faith, hope and charity
to communities all over the globe.

For more information about
Catholic Charities” Junior Board,
please visit www.catholiccharities.
net.For information about World
Youth Day, visitwww.worldy-
outhday.com/rio-2013, or www.
youthministry-chicago.org.

Stop The Demolition of St. James

Continued from page 14
five million dollars total, and one
guaranteed that price offering to
assume any overages. Donors
have inquired about joining in
a capital campaign but the arch-
diocese tells them the church
must go. Cardinal George wishes
to move St. James a block away
to Michigan Avenue because as
he said in a letter to the parish,
“demographic studies that have
been made indicate the future
of the population will be on the
other side of Michigan Avenue”.

He proposed that despite what
many parishioners may want the
parish should raise a minimum
of six million dollars for building
a new church on a plot of land
that offers no room for a parish
hall or food pantry. Members
of the parish appealed to Rome

and went to Civil Courts. All of
these actions were pending but
on Wednesday June 26 with only
three days warning demolition
began. The plan seemed to be
to quickly knock a hole in the
roof the rain could damage the
interior thus making the case for
further destruction.

Parishioners prayed in front of
the church Wednesday morning
hoping to delay the demolition.
The police were called. The of-
ficers were actually sympathetic
to the parishioners. One officer,
Luke McKee, said his great
grandparents were married
in James and his grandfather
played the bagpipes here.

But soon a crane went up and
two men with sledge hammers

pounded the tiles until they beat
a hole into the roof right below
the soaring church tower.

The Archdiocese of Chicago
has not been transparent or forth-
coming. But as An Taoiseach
Enda Kenny said of Catholics in
Ireland “we are no longer intimi-
dated by the swish of a soutane”.
Our ancestors sacrificed to build
St. James as they did Old St. Pat’s
and Holy Name, churches that
once were threatened and now
thrive. Its not too late. St. Brigid's
in New York, another church
built by Famine immigrants, lost
a wall and now stands proud-
ly restored. Contact Cardinal
George or Tom Kennedy at the
Archdiocesan real estate office.
Go on the Friends of St. James
on Wabash website. Pray. Once
a piece of our heritage goes, we
lose it forever! And St. James is
alive. Please don't let it die.
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One Spectacular Irish Cultural Weekend Featuring
Writers, Artists, Musicians, Dancers, Storytellers, Film, Theatre and Exhibitions. ..

Robert Ballegh
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IRISH AMERICAN HERITAGE CENTER
4626 North Knox Avenue < Chicago, IL 60630

847-872-0700 <+ www.ibamchicago.com




