














Ward Irish Music Archives
To Host American Sheet Music Conference

2013 Event Takes Distinctive Look at Historic Civil War Music Pieces
 
The Ward Irish Music Archives, home 

to the largest public collection of Irish and 
Irish-American music in America, will host 
the American Sheet Music Conference Oc-
tober 18 and 19, 2013. This event will look 
at the American Civil War as understood 
through sheet music. The conference will 
be held at the Irish Fest Center, located at 
1532 N. Wauwatosa Avenue in Milwaukee, 
Wis.

“Original, published sheet music during 
the American Civil War affords us a fresh 
and fascinating look into the thoughts and 
feelings of a pivotal part of U.S. history,” 
said Jeff Ksiazek, archivist at the Ward Irish 
Music Archives. “Anyone with an interest 
or studying this time period will find the 
conference not only revealing and enjoy-
able, but essential.”

The event kicks off on Friday, October 18 
at 4 p.m. with a sheet music show and tell. 
Conference attendees are invited to bring 
their favorite sheet music or song story to 
share with others.

On Saturday, October 19, seminars begin 
after a welcome session and include:

“The Spirit of the American Civil War in 
Sheet Music: The North – Noted collector, 

dealer and recognized authority special-
izing in 19th century American sheet music 
Larry Zimmerman will examine various 
components of the historical pieces from 
the Union prospective, including the pro-
duction, content composition and more.

“The Spirit of the American Civil War in 
Sheet Music: The South” – Robert Curtis, 
a retired professor from the University 
of Georgia and sheet music enthusiast, 
will focus on the Confederate sheet music 
during the war. He will explore the illus-
trations and lyrics of the period pieces and 
how they shed light on life in the Confed-
eracy during the war and how the historic 
time is reflected in the music.

 Everybody Loves an Irish Song: The 
Sheet Music Collections at the Ward Irish 
Music Archives – Jeff Ksiazek, archivist at 
the Ward Music Archives, will showcase 
top sheet music from the collection which 
holds over 5,000 pieces, the largest col-
lection of its kind in America. Addition-
ally, Ksiazek will unveil the archive’s new 
website dedicated to their collection of 
sheet music.

 Ken Regez and Robert Groves will per-
form period songs both before and after the 

presentations on the Civil War collection. 
Guests will also have the opportunity to 
shop from vendors selling the nation’s 
top antique sheet music and memorabilia.

“The Sheet Music Conference is a great 
opportunity for people to find out how 
sheet music has help document many 
aspects of the Civil War,” said Ksiazek. 

Admission for the event is $5 each day 
or $10 for the Friday-Saturday package. 
Discounted hotel rates are available at the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel in Wauwatosa, Wis. 
For more information on the event, contact 
the Ward Irish Music Archives at the Irish 
Fest Center at (414) 476-3378 or online at 
www.irishfest.com
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Mccarthy Tells South Side Story Through His Art
By Tim Moran
South Side Editor 

EVERGREEN PARK — Tim McCarthy 
may just be the perfect embodiment of a 
Southside Irish man. 

In addition to his full-time duties as a 

member of the Chicago Fire Department, 
McCarthy (a parishioner at St. John Fisher 
in West Beverly) is the co-head coach of 
the St. Rita High School soccer team and a 
longtime active contributor to the school. 

But what McCarthy is more than likely 
best known for is his classic watercolor 
paintings that have been a hit throughout 
the south side neighborhoods and suburbs 
for about three decades now. 

During his years as an artist, McCarthy 
has produced thousands of final versions 
of parishes, schools, landscapes, cityscapes 
and house portraits. They are often found 
front and center in Irish homes on the south 
side. 

“We love to cherish where we are from,” 
McCarthy said regarding fellow south side 
Irish residents. “The south side is very spe-
cial to all of us.” 

McCarthy, whose mother was an artist 
and taught him watercolor at a young age 
while growing up in the St. Thomas More 
Parish in Chicago’s Ashburn neighbor-
hood, says he specializes in watercolor to 
this day. 

“I’ve done so many paintings that I 
sometimes look at one someone else had 
bought 20 years ago and not remembering 
doing it,” he said, adding that his artwork 
is his passion and once he begins a piece, 
it is sometimes very difficult to get him 
away from it. 

For about eight years, McCarthy has op-
erated a gallery in Evergreen Park at 3354 W. 

95th Street. And after revamping his space 
over the last couple months, he plans to re-
open the spot with some fresh art. 

“I really want to wow people with some 
new stuff,” he said. An official opening 
will take place some time in November, 
he added. 

Many of McCarthy’s paintings are part of 
a series with a set theme. One theme ‘Cross-
roads with a Church,’ shows a depiction of 
two roads with a church behind it. 

“The story shows that when there are 
tough times, church is always there for 
you,” McCarthy said. 

Another print he made in 2006 depict-
ing his own family looking into a Marshall 
Field’s store on State Street has been one 
of McCarthy’s best sellers - and is still re-
quested today. 

“That is a hot seller every Christmas,” he 
says, noting that other popular works are 
watercolors of local churches, homes and 
historic Chicago events. This year, another 
popular painting is a rendition he did recap-
ping the Chicago Blackhawks run to the 
2013 Stanley Cup championship. 

Although transforming his gallery means 
McCarthy must work on his art full-time, he 
balances that challenge with that of being 
a member of the Chicago Fire Department. 

“I love being a fireman,” he said. “There 
I am working with the best of Chicago.” 

And St. Rita - where he attended high 
school, worked in public relations and has 
coached soccer on two different stints since 
the early 1990s. 

While working his public relations job 
at the famous school at 77th and Western, 
McCarthy met Tom Curley - then a senior 
at the school. Curley, now the director of 
Curley Funeral Home in Chicago Ridge, has 
since become close friends with McCarthy. 

Some people are a lesson in what to 
do, and some people are a lesson in what 
not to do. 

The same can be said in the world of 
business. 

Business owners can ask themselves 
if what they are doing is bringing their 
business forward or backward. Moving 
forward, can we realistically continue to 
do things the way we have always done 
them?

Now apply those same questions to 
your household, relationships, finances, 
your health, and most importantly to your 
faith and your family.

The idea brings to mind a famous quote 
from Socrates: 

“Great minds talk about ideas - average 
minds talk about events - small minds 
talk about other people...............Which 
one are you?”

“Tim’s been a good friend for a long time 
and we’re both proud of our Irish heritage,” 
Curley said. 

Curley says he is “honored” to have his 
Funeral Home decked in McCarthy water-
colors of a variety of south side Catholic 
churches. 

“Displaying many of the churches of 
the southwest side has been very com-
forting for both the families we serve and 
the guests attending services. It allows so 
many people a chance to reminisce about 
their childhood parish. We’ve received 
countless compliments on the artwork, 
and therefore Tim deserves much credit 
for his hard work, time, and wonderful 
talent,” Curley said.

According to McCarthy, “Tom is a 
hard-working All-American kind of guy. 
He is someone you’d like to take care of 
your family’s last rites. He is very com-

Tim McCarthy

passionate.”
At Curley Funeral Home, McCarthy 

is pleased that his work depicting local 
churches can play a small part in making 
someone feel better during their time of 
grief. 

“I’m glad it can give people some good 
feelings of where they are from through a 
difficult time,” he said. 

Having grown up on the south side, 
there is no shortage of inspiration for 
Tim McCarthy. But his lone trip to Ireland 
three years ago and frequent trips to his 
cabin near Dowagiac, Mich. always pro-
vided something new to work on. 

He says his trip to the Emerald Isle had 
its fair share of headaches, i.e. taking 36 
hours total through six airports and five 
different planes just to make it there. 

“But when I got there it was all worth 
it,” he said. “And I plan on going again.” 

Better to Fail
Continued from previous page
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This is the next of a series of columns on how the law can impact your 
life.  Each month we will focus on various aspects of the law relating 
to personal injuries, those that happen both on-the-job and otherwise, 
including mishaps which occur in driving vehicles, using products and 
receiving medical care.  The column will also respond to legal questions 
relating to personal injury that are sent to us.
The Healy Law Firm is comprised of eight trial attorneys, two of 
whom are from Ireland.  We are located downtown at 111 West 
Washington Street, Suite 1425, Chicago, Illinois 60602 (800-922-4500 
or 312-977-0100). www.HealyLawFirm.com.  The firm concentrates in 
the representation of injured victims of all types of accidents. 
NFL Concussion Settlement
Brings Traumatic Brain Injuries to Forefront

players affected by brain injuries 
incurred while playing in the 
NFL.  Moreover, the $765 million 
settlement amount equates to less 
than 8% of the NFL’s annual gross 
revenues, which exceed $9 3 billion 
each year.  

Regardless of one’s viewpoint 
regarding the adequacy of the NFL 
settlement, the case has brought 
concussions and head injuries 
to the forefront of the discussion 
pertaining to sports in general and 
youth sports in particular.  

With school resuming this fall 
and football season starting for 
players of all ages it is important 
for parents and players alike to 
be familiar with the issues sur-
rounding concussions and head 
injuries in sports.  News of the 
NFL settlement comes on the heels 
of an August incident where an 
Atlanta high school student died 
as a result of injuries he suffered 
while making a tackle during a 
scrimmage game.  

Even more recently, a New 
York high school football player 
sustained a fatal brain injury as a 
result of a helmet-to-helmet tackle.  
He was initially able to walk off 
the field under his own power, but 
lost consciousness on the sideline 
shortly thereafter.  He died three 
days later. 

With the wealth of information 
readily available regarding the 
dangers of head injuries, every-
one should be fully informed of 
the risks of concussions in youth 
sports, and in football in particular.

Medical evidence has cred-
ibly established a link between 
repeated blows to the head and 
long-term brain damage.  

Despite the NFL’s long-held 
claims to the contrary, medical 
evidence has long established the 
link between traumatic concussive 
and sub-concussive blows to the 
head and long-term brain damage.  
Studies dating back to as early as 
1928 demonstrate the link between 
repetitive blows to the head and 
neuro-cognitive problems.  Even 
blows that do not cause concus-
sions can lead to significant prob-
lems over time.  

Football is particularly danger-
ous when it comes to head injuries 
because, in addition to a direct 
blow to the head, concussions can 
also occur from a blow to the body 

that causes the head and brain to 
move quickly back and forth, caus-
ing the brain to bounce around or 
twist within the skull.  The sudden 
movement of the brain can cause 
stretching and tearing of brain 
cells, damaging the cells, and creat-
ing chemical changes in the brain.  

One major problem for football 
players in particular is CTE, which 
is caused by a buildup of a certain 
protein in the brain resulting from 
repeated traumatic blows to the 
head over time.  CTE causes dimin-
ished brain function, progressive 
cognitive decline, dementia and 
depression.  CTE has also been 
linked with an increased risk of 
suicide. 

Another issue affecting many 
retired football players is demen-
tia.  According to one survey refer-
enced in the suit filed against the 
NFL, 36% of NFL retirees ages 65-
75 suffer from dementia, whereas 
the prevalence of dementia in the 
general population for the same 
age group is 2%-6.5%.  

Former players have also been 
documented to suffer from a 
higher incidence of depression, 
and earlier onset of Alzheimer’s 
disease.  Chronic memory loss, 
headaches, dizziness, diminished 
processing, and malaise have are 
also seen as a consequence of 
the multiple concussive and sub-
concussive blows to the head.  

Concussions in youth and high 
school sports

According to a 2001 report 
published in the Journal of Ath-
letic Training, a football-related 
fatality occurred every year from 
1945-1999.  Head and spine-related 
deaths have accounted for more 
than 85% of all football fatalities.  
High school football produced 
the greatest number of football 
head-related deaths.  Between 1984 
and 1999, 69 football head-related 
injuries resulted in permanent 
disability.  

The U.S. Center for Disease Con-
trol (CDC) warns, “all concussions 
are dangerous,” and recommends 
that if a concussion is suspected, 
the player should immediately 
be removed from play.  In 1937, 
the American Football Coaches 
Association published a report 
warning that players who suffer 
a concussion should be removed 
from sports demanding personal 

contact.  In 1952, the New England 
Journal of Medicine recommended 
a three-strike rule for concus-
sions in the game of football.  The 
Journal recommended players 
cease playing after receiving a 
3rd concussion.  As these studies 
demonstrate, for years the medi-
cal community has recommended 
players stop playing once a concus-
sion occurs.  

When a concussion does occur, 
however, it is important that the 
injury is properly and timely diag-
nosed and treated.  It is also impor-
tant that a player is not allowed to 
return to activity too quickly after 
suffering a concussion.  

Once a person suffers a trau-
matic brain injury--even a mild 
one--he is up to 4 times more likely 
to sustain another one.  Moreover, 
if a player returns too soon, he can 
be at risk for “Second Impact Syn-
drome.”  Second Impact Syndrome 
occurs when an already-concussed 
brain is re-injured and the re-injury 
triggers swelling that the skull 
cannot accommodate.  Second 
Impact Syndrome has resulted in 
the deaths of at least 40 players.  
As such, a player should not be 
allowed to participate again until 
he is entirely symptom-free.  Only 
a healthcare provider should clear 
a player to return to activity.  

Concussions can occur in any 
number of ways.  The consequenc-
es of a concussion can range from 
short-term problems to long-term 
and severe consequences.  Over 
the years, The Healy Law Firm has 
had the opportunity to represent 
many individuals suffering from 
brain injuries, both serious and 
mild, resulting from trauma.  In 
many cases of mild brain injury, 
the symptoms and problems may 
be subtle, especially at first, but 
they are very real for the individual 
affected.  

If you or someone close to you 
has been involved in an accident 
where there was a loss of con-
sciousness or a concussion, due 
professional consideration should 
be given to the possibility of mild 
or moderate traumatic brain in-

jury. 

By: Martin 
Healy, Jr.  
and Patrick 
C. Anderson

Recently, concussions and head 
injuries have been in the news 
more than ever.  Just this week, the 
National Football League settled 
a lawsuit with over 4,500 former 
players for a total of $765 million.  

The settlement applies to past 
NFL players and spouses of NFL 
players who are deceased.  That 
group could reach more than 
20,000 individuals.  Under the 
terms of the settlement, $75 million 
is set aside for medical exams and 
$10 million is marked for medical 
research.  Attorneys’ fees will not 
be taken from the $765 million.  
Instead, the attorneys will be paid 
an additional amount to be deter-
mined in the future with the help 
of the judge who handled the me-
diation that resulted in settlement.  

Individual payouts are capped 
at $5 million for former play-
ers with Alzheimer’s disease, $4 
million for those diagnosed with 
a brain condition called chronic 
traumatic encephalopathy (CTE), 
and $3 million for players with 
dementia.  Under the terms of 
the settlement, former players are 
not required to prove their inju-
ries were conclusively caused by 
trauma sustained while playing 
in the NFL.  Instead, if the player 
merely shows he played in the NFL 
and now suffers from one of these 
conditions, he can recover under 
the terms of the settlement.

Controversy surrounds the 
settlement, however, with some 
arguing the money is insufficient 
to compensate the thousands of 
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dings and Ceilidhs throughout the Chicago area since 2001.   
Expect to hear the familiar songs, ballads and classic dance 
tunes which are popular with every audience, as well as 

new material collected or composed 
over their many years of combined 
experience in Traditional Music.  In 
addition to the standard Irish styles 
common in the Chicago area, their 
repertoire features an extensive lineup 
of traditional Scottish songs and coun-
try dance tunes too often neglected 

by other bands.
Glen Ayre features Louise Brodie on fiddle; Steve West 

on whistles in sundry keys and Tony Janacek on guitar. 

titled “My Silverbridge Home”. Susan McCann recorded 
this song as “My Forkhill Home” on her “Sentimental 
Journey” Album. (this album received a platinum disc).
She later recorded another song of Joe’s called “Love Me 
One More Time”.

Joe has performed in Switzerland, Scotland, Wales, Eng-
land, Shetland Isles, and of course U.S.A.  Some of the many 
artists to have recorded Joe’s songs are - Margo O’Donnell, 
Daniel O’Donnell, Lisa McHugh, John Glenn, Susan Mc-
Cann, Noel Cassidy, Kevin Prendergast, Sean Wilson and 
Nathan Carter. 

Jeff Ward’s interest in music began at a early age, as part 
of a very musical family. In his early teens he learned to 
play the guitar and sing the songs of Ireland and Scotland. 

Jeff’s music represents traditional and 
contemporary songs from Ireland, 
Scotland and America, singing a 
nice selection of songs that suit most 
people’s tastes, from the beautiful bal-
lads to the hand clapping, sing along, 
foot stomping chorus songs, so char-
acteristic of Irish and Scottish music. 
As a solo singer Jeff has been able to 

incorporate songs by noted contemporary folk artists, which 
adds an interesting blend to the traditional Celtic songs he is 
known for. Jeff’s 6 CD’s to date feature all the popular Celtic 
songs with a healthy mix of popular contemporary Irish, 
Scottish, English and American folk songs. His newest CD 
“Shore to Shore” released in September 2011 is a collection 
of some of Jeff’s favorite songs.

Cú Roí plays traditional Irish tunes and pieces as well 
as modern arrangements of traditional tunes. Many of the 
members of Cu Roi have been playing together for over a 

decade, and in 2006 after 
many years of playing 
together at The Academy 
of Irish Music in Chicago 
formed the band Cú Roí.  
Born of friendship and of 
family, Cú Roí has enter-
tained crowds from their 

native Chicago out to New York and Ireland.
The band consists of Colette Byrne (Fiddle), Brendan 

Byrne (Fiddle/Mandolin), Kiera Byrne (Fiddle/Bodhran), 
Catriona Byrne (Cello/Flute/Tin Whistle), and Kati Malo-
ney (Flute/Tin Whistle/Vocals).

Aislinn Gagliardi (aka the Irish Harp Diva) holds a B.F.A. 
in Inter-Arts an interdisciplinary major in Ethnic Studies 
and a certificate in Celtic Studies. She is a well sought-after 
performer, harp teacher and recording artist, most recently 

featured on The Tossers’ latest album 
“The Emerald City” and on singer/
songwriter Candace Corrigan’s latest 
recording project “O’Carolan, Song-
writer.” Since the mid-90’s Aislinn has 
performed professionally at popular 
Irish music festivals, with various 
ensembles, and as a soloist, lending 

her elegant touch to private parties, weddings, receptions 
and other special events.  She can also be found at local 
traditional Irish music sessions around town, including 
The Grafton, O’Shaughnessy’s, The Galway Arms and The 
Three Counties pubs.  For over 10 years Aislinn’s teaching 
skills have and continue to be in high demand and currently 
teaches from her private Chicago studio and via Skype.

Glen Ayre is a trio whose performances of Traditional 
Celtic Music have been enjoyed at festivals, pubs, wed-

The Black Family. Shay and Michael Black, along 
with their sisters, Mary and Frances, have been perform-

ers all their lives. 
Growing up in 
Dublin,  their 
parents had a 
group of friends 
and neighbors 
who would visit 
with the Black 
household and 

sing and play music until the wee hours. Mary has 
played with legendary De Dannon and has had numer-
ous awards and honors for her music. Sister Francis has 
had critical acclaim musically and is the founder of The 
Rise Foundation, a charitable organization dedicated 
to assisting families in understanding the nature of the 
disease of addiction, and the profound effects it has on 
relationships.

The Black family are gathering from around the world 
for one concert at iBAM! Chicago Sunday October 13 at 
5pm in the Irish American Heritage Center in Chicago.* 
Please note: Martin Black will not be in attendance at 
iBAM!2013

Damian Joseph McGinty is 
from Derry, Northern Ireland. 
He has been performing for 
over a decade, winning his first 
singing competition when he 
was just five years old. In 2006, 
McGinty won another competi-
tion and the following year he 

made a CD which was recorded for charity. It was then 
passed along to Celtic Thunder Producer Sharon Browne 
and Music Director Phil Coulter, who invited McGinty to 
sing for their first show. McGinty was later accepted into 
the group at the age of 14 and has been performing, as 
well as touring the USA and Canada with Celtic Thunder.

McGinty won the Oxygen reality show The Glee 
Project, earning him a seven-episode guest-starring 
role on the hit Fox television show Glee which was later 
extended.

Ben Kelly is a 23 year old singer-songwriter from 
Derry, Ireland, based in London. He 
has studied piano and songwriting 
since his teenage years. He was a 
Top 40 artist on BBC’s The Voice 
UK in 2012, as a part of Team Jessie. 
His memorable rendition of ‘Rocket 
Man’ ensured he was one of a few 
artists to have all four coaches turn 

their chairs for him. 
A vibrant live performer, he has played clubs every-

where and even for Queen Elizabeth II at her Diamond 
Jubilee party in Belfast. He has been a key figure in the 
promotion of Derry-Londonderry 2013.

Joe McShane started playing the harmonica at the age 
of 5. At age 12 he got a Framus guitar from a catalogue 
and soon started picking and singing the Irish ballads. 

Joe McShane is one of the most 
soulful balladeers of all time 
with a voice of pure velvet 
whilst fingerpicking his guitar 
and playing harmonica. Joe has 
proved himself to be a national 
treasure as a songwriter, His 
first song was penned at age 14 
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Irish Dance at iBAM! 2013
Learn how to dance a ceili on 

Sunday at 2pm, then stay for the ceili 
compliments of the Francis O’Neill 
Club from 3:00-5:00pm. Both the 
lesson and the ceili will take place on 
the fourth floor in the Erin Ballroom.

Film at iBAM! 2013

There will be a screening the classic Flaherty film Man of 
Aran, presented by Stephen Smith.  A documentary filmed 
on-site in the late 1930s and featuring local actors, this film 
dramatically shows what life was like for Aran Islanders -- 
including the famous extended scene of shark-fishing from 
a curragh boat.  Presenter Stephen Smith was educated in 
film studies, and in the early 1980s made a backpacking trip 
to Ireland during which he met Maggie Durane, the real-life 
Aran Islander who plays the wife of Tiger, the “man of Aran.”  
Stephen will point out a few interesting things to look for and 
will talk about his visit with Maggie. Saturday 12:30 - 2:30  
in the Library on the second floor.

























With October comes iBAM, the 
11th, 12th and 13th at the Irish 
American Heritage Center, the 
Black Family, Brendan Gleeson, 
Morgan Llywelyn…need I say 
more? I’ll be there, would not 
miss this one. This is the show 
I’m proud to be a part of. Check 
out the website at www.ibamchi-
cago.com.

So much for what I’m look-
ing forward to this month. It’s 
been a lovely festival season 
with great music, good friends, 
decent weather and better sales. 
At the Fox Valley Folk Festival 
I had the good fortune to be set 
up next to Andrew Calhoun. 
Andrew, aside from being a well 
known singer, is the owner of 
Waterbug Records, www.water-
bug.com, a staunch independent 
label. Andrew was manning the 
booth with his lovely daughter 
Casey, another tremendous tal-
ent. Evidently the fruit doesn’t 
fall too far from this tree. As they 
worked selling Waterbug’s latest 
releases, they would occasion-
ally burst into song, like it built 
up inside them and when they 
were just too full of music, it had 
to come out. Well to sit there all 
day and be entertained by these 
two great talents, it just doesn’t 
get much better. I was pleased to 
get Andrew’s newest CD, “living 
room”, on which his daughter 
joins him. The mix of Andrew’s 
rich butter smooth baritone and 
Casey’s clear sweet voice is just 

a joy to listen to. The songs are a 
testament to Andrew’s writing 
skill with a couple of traditional 
pieces which bear Andrew’s 
unique arrangement skills. This 
ain’t a CD for background music! 
This is one to share with your 
closest friends. Like good wine, 
Andrew’s skill just gets better 
and better and now I’m really 
looking forward to hearing more 
from Casey as well. Andrew did 
let on that he’s working on a 
new CD of border ballads, I was 
happy to hear that because this 
is a boy who was born to sing 
ballads, and there’s damn few of 
those around.

While I’m writing about clas-
sic CD releases, Smithsonian 
Folkways, www.folkways.si.edu, 
has released another gem on their 
label. “Irish Pirate Ballads and 
Other Songs of the Sea” features 
an all-star cast of Dan Milner, 
Mick Moloney, Joanie Madden, 
John Doyle, Robbie O’Connell 
and a bunch of others performing 
authentic maritime songs, mostly 
of the 19th century. Great stuff 
without a single “Arrrgh” to mar 
the performance. No drunken 
sailors but plenty of the real stuff 
along with a 40 page book of liner 
notes to teach you more about the 
period than you’d admit to not 
knowing. I’m sure you’ve heard 
some of these songs, like “All For 
Me Grog” and “Granuaile” but 
now you can hear them the way 
they were originally performed 

and learn what they were 
singing about. Music 
is more than notes and 
words and this record-
ing gives you the history, 
the meaning, the heart 
and soul, along with the 
notes and words. This is 
the type of recording that 
strengthens our culture, 
that teaches us where we 
came from so as to help 
us better know where 
we’re going.

Staying with the topic 

of our history, my next CD is 
Derek Warfield’s “Washington’s 
Irish, Songs, Music & Story of 
the Irish Fight For American 
Liberty”. Few of us, I’m sure, 
were taught about the Irish con-
tribution to America’s fight for 
freedom from England. It was 
never mentioned when I was in 
school. Derek Warfield, late of the 
Wolf Tones, is a scholar and stu-
dent of history who uses his CDs 
to teach us thru music. Now this 
CD has been out a couple of years 
but I never got around to writing 
about it and that is a damn shame 
because this one will awaken the 
pride in you and teach you stuff 
you never knew and never even 
suspected. This CD has a 48 page 
book of liner notes which pro-
vides fascinating reading. When 
you’re done with this CD you’ll 
actually know something.

For sheer exuberance, joy, 
talent and fun, there are few 
groups that can hold a candle to 
Slide, www.slide-ireland.com. 
It’s one of my special treats to 
get to see these guys play dur-
ing the year and I look forward 
to seeing them. The band is 
made up of very talented and 
charismatic gentlemen, Daire 
Bracken on fiddle and flying 
feet, Aogan Lynch on concertina, 
Mick Broderick on bouzouki and 
mandolin, Eamonn De Barra on 
flute and Dave Curley on vocals 
and guitar. A nicer bunch of guys 
you couldn’t find but let them up 
on stage and they will have you 
all up dancing and clapping till 
your hands hurt. They always 
give their best and plenty of it. 
Their new CD, “Mendicity”, is 
a good representation of all the 
fun that is Slide. Now they’ve 
taken some kidding from many 
of us because inside the cover 
of the new CD is a map of Ohio, 
and it’s upside down. Actually I 
thought it was Australia when 
I first saw it. In typical Slide 
fashion the boys take the ribbing 
good-naturedly, and continue to 
entertain with all their hearts. 
Give them a listen, go out of your 
way to see them perform live, it 
will make your day.

You can find me at Rampant 
Lion Celtic Traders in Villa Park 
IL 630-834-8108 or online at jack@
rampantlion.com  Slainte 
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Skara Brae at the ICHC Oct. 25
Skara Brae, one of the most original and 

influential bands in Irish music, performs a 
rare reunion concert at the Irish Cultural and 
Heritage Center, 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave., 
Milwaukee, on Friday, Oct. 25 at 7:30 p.m.  

Performing are County Donegal, Ireland 
sisters Maighread and Tríona Ni Dhom-
hnaill who formed Skara Brae in the late 
1960s with their brother, the late Mícheál Ó 
Domhnaill, and friend Dáithí Sproule from 
Derry, Northern Ireland. Sproule, guitarist 
with internationally known band Altan, will 
join the women for the reunion show. 

Taking their name from an ancient archae-
ological site in the Orkney islands, Scotland, 
the group mixed traditional songs and music 
from the Donegal Gaeltacht (Irish-speaking 
region,) with contemporary arrangements 
from folk artists including Joni Mitchell. 
The result led them to blaze new trails with 
complex vocal harmonies and inventive 
guitar and keyboard accompaniments.

Skara Brae broke up in 1972 after releasing 
a self-titled recording still regarded as one 
of the most important in Irish music. Tríona 
and Mícheál became founding members of 
the ground-breaking Bothy Band as well as 
Nightnoise and Relativity. Maighread  has 

performed with Coolfin, the Western Ocean 
String Quartet, and  is a member of T with 
the Maggies with Tríona.

In addition to touring and recording as a 
member of Altan, Sproule is known for his 
pioneering guitar styles and deep knowl-
edge of culture and lore.  He was called a 
“seminal figure” by the Rough Guide to 
Irish Music.

A previous reunion concert in 2005 was 
the subject of a TV documentary

Tickets are $19 in advance, $23  on concert 
day and $10 for students with ID. To order 
online, visit www.ichc.net. Tickets may also 
be ordered by calling (414) 345-8800.

October 26th!

The Lost Laws Of Ireland
How Brehon Law Shaped Early Irish Society

By Catherine Duggan
The ancient laws of Ireland provide one of 

the most comprehensive mirrors of society 
in Ireland in the early middle ages.  The law 
with its emphasis on honor, truth, fairness 
and equity and its complex procedures 
demonstrates a very high 
level of social maturity and 
sophistication.

The Irish laws are not 
generally known outside 
scholarly circles for several 
reasons.  Many texts were 
lost or destroyed.  The 
use of Brehon laws was 
prohibited. They were not 
translated into English un-
til the nineteenth century.  
The Lost Laws of Ireland 
is for the general audience, 
anyone interested in Irish 
culture.

Ancient Irish Law reveals a complex so-
ciety in which learning was revered, social 
mobility was expected, and fairness and har-
mony were social goals.  Early Irish society 
was stratified, but the class system was not 
rigid.  Rank in society was not determined 
by birth, in contrast to feudal society.  Social 
mobility was reflected in the legal maxim, “a 

man is better than his birth”.  By the ninth 
century, women’s legal status in Ireland was 
almost unique in Europe.  Women could 
divorce, had virtual equality with their 
husbands with regard to contracts, and were 
able to inherit in certain circumstances.

In early Ireland con-
tracts were oral and there 
were elaborate procedures 
for their formation.  Since 
there was no central au-
thority, people enforced 
contracts privately.  Much 
of the law was aimed at the 
avoidance of legal conflicts, 
as well as the early and 
predictable resolution of 
disputes.  Settlement of 
disputes depended not on 
public authority, but on the 
popular acceptability of 

and repect for the Brehon, or judge.  Irish 
legal procedures were complicated, detailed 
and covered all sorts of contingencies, very 
like the modern day.  

The  resilience of the ancient Irish law 
demonstrates its acceptance and recognition 
as well as its value and effectiveness.  The 
Brehon legal system came to an end officially 
in 1603.  It had lasted over 1000 years.  
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I’m Caught!  Time to Join Sinn Fein!
The 19th Century American es-

sayist Charles Dudley Warner is 
the man who first came out with 
that famous and well-used state-
ment:  “Politics makes strange 
bedfellows. “  And that was once 
again proved to be true early in 
September when TD, chancer 
and anonymous tweeter Chris 
Andrews threw over Fianna Fail 
(well, more like was thrown over) 
and is now a proud and upstand-
ing member of Sinn Fein.  

That whirring sound you can 
hear is very possibly his grandfa-
ther Todd Andrews revolving at 
high speed in his grave.  Grandpa 
Todd, you see, was one of the 
revered founding fathers of the 
Soldiers of Destiny; and indeed 
Chris’s father, brother and cousin 
have also served as TDs.  So it’s not 
your common-and-garden variety 

FF gouger we have here.  No, this 
is hardcore, in-it-for-the-long-haul 
(until caught out) FF gouger.

Chris wouldn’t agree that 
Grandpa Todd would have a 
problem, though: 

“Joining a new party was not an 
easy decision for me as my family 
has been involved in Fianna Fail 
since its foundations.  But it has 
become clear to me that the party 
no longer represents the ideals or 
the values of its founders, includ-
ing my grandfather.”

Joining a new party may not 
have been ‘an easy decision’ but I 
would imagine that it was helped 
along somewhat by being caught 
with a fake twitter account, which 
illustrated that the man behind 
it was quite contemptible and 
shameless in his underhanded dis-
loyalty.  He used the false name @

brianformerff and had some pretty 
scathing things to say about the 
party that he was a member of.  The 
account has been deleted since he 
was caught but as the excellent po-
litical blogger Paul Duggan puts it:

“...Chris has legacy issues, not 
so much his past membership of 
Fianna Fail, but his online tweeting 
activities.  The...account purported 
to be a disillusioned Fianna Fail 
activist.  The reality being, it was 
Chris Andrews tweeting anony-
mously.  The majority of his tweets 
consisted of him criticising the 
Fianna Fail leadership, constitu-
ency colleagues and getting into 
arguments with the genuine FF 
activists.  He was eventually outed 
in an elaborate sting.”

Let’s not be foolish here.  The 
reason that Andrews stopped 
tweeting was because he was 
caught; it’s that simple.  If I had 
been one of the colleagues who 
he was bad-mouthing under an 
assumed name I would have been 
looking for blood, I can assure you 
of that.  I’m old-school enough to 
believe that if you have something 
to say about a man then by all 
means hit the keyboard; but also 

be damned well prepared to say it 
to his face.  And not hide behind 
a pseudonym like Chris Andrews 
did.  How in hell could anyone 
ever cast their vote for a guy like 
that again?

And the strange thing is that he 
had quite a go at Sinn Fein in his 
tweets as well, in particular party 
leader Gerry Adams.  I’m not quite 
sure what advantage there is to 
the Shinners welcoming him into 
the fold; perhaps it’s just fun to 
irritate the FFers.  Well, of course 
it is.  You’d have to be a saint not 
to get a bit of enjoyment out of 
putting the boot into these ghastly 
creatures.  The problem with that 
is, I doubt that they’re bothered; 
and since Andrews seems to have 
mainly survived because of grass-
roots allegiance to his family (never 
underestimate that in Ireland) I 
don’t really see that following him.

Well, we’ll see. At the moment 
he is only assumed to be looking 
for a nomination to run in the local 
elections for Dublin South East in 
2014. He said this week (second in 
September): “It will be up to the 
organisation whether my name 
goes forward.  And I would like 
to think that were it to happen, it 
would be by merit and hard work 
and that is what I have to do now.”

Oh, wait:  that’s a ‘yes’, so.  
Please let me back into the Dail 
as a Sinn Fein TD.  I’m sorry that 
I said (anonymously) that I didn’t 
like them and that the Dail ‘isn’t all 
it’s cracked up to be’.  I was only 
joking, so I was.

Yeah, he’s some beauty all right.  
Still, wielder of the Sinn Fein party 
whip Aengus O Snodaigh is look-
ing forward to seeing him, remind-
ing us that they worked together in 
the past.  They were old shipmates 
and pals on the 2008 and 2011 flotil-
las to Gaza. Great, that’s just what 
we need:  another helping of our 
squeaky clean politicians firing 
more abuse at Israel.

Let’s hope that the powers-that-
be, should these two team up, keep 
Chris away from the computer and 
Aengus’s slippery paws away from 
the ink cartridges and everything 
SHOULD be OK. Should be; but I 
sense disaster ahead.

A quote from Charles Dudley 
Warner, “There was never a na-
tion great until it came to the 
knowledge that it had nowhere in 

the world to go for help.” For no 
particular reason, I like that.

Another thing that I liked was 
when I saw that the dreaded 
Bob Geldof was to be fired into 
outer space.  Then I realised that 
he was going voluntarily; and 
even worse, he was coming back 
again.  ‘Sir’ Bob—who is being 
granted the freedom of the City of 
London—says that he’ll be wear-
ing the tricolour when he does us 
all proud.  “I’m not nationalistic 
but I’m proud to be Irish, and I’m 
proud to be the first one leaving 
the planet.”

I don’t really know what to say 
to that except maybe, “Is there any 
chance of taking Bono with you?”  
Can you picture it?  A planet with-
out Bono and Geldof, even just for 
a couple of hours...

Staying with musicians I was 
going to finish on Sinead O’Connor 
and her latest (facial) tattoos.  But 
I’m not going to. Writing about that 
once-great talent gets me down.  
Well, the talent is still there; it’s just 
not what people think of anymore.  
In any case, when I quote Sinead 
I just wear out the key with the 
asterisk sign.  I just sincerely hope 
that this very damaged woman 
will someday get the help that she 
so obviously needs.  

Instead, just to be positive for 
once in my miserable life:  isn’t 
the talented young actress Saoirse 
Ronan a pure credit to herself and 
the country? I was looking at pho-
tos of the nineteen-year-old at the 
Toronto International Film Festival 
where she was promoting her new 
film, “How I Live Now”.   No fear 
of seeing this kid falling out of 
nightclubs at five in the morning.  
She just seems to have the prover-
bial ‘head on her shoulders’, which 
is really good to say for a change; 
a very classy young lady.

I saw her in Neil Jordan’s “Byz-
antium” and loved it.  I would be 
cautious of recommending it since 
a lot of people are vampired out at 
this stage; but if you want to wal-
low in Jordan’s trademark luscious 
and stunning imagery then check 
it out.  (I’ll hereby draw a discreet 
veil over Saorse’s other recent 
release, “The Host”. There’s two 
hours I’ll never get back again.)

chasbrady7@eircom.net or fol-
low my blog on www.charley-
brady.com
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