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Saturday, August 31st  
10:30am - 11:30am Academy of Irish Music
12:00pm - 12:30pm McNulty School of Dance
12:45pm - 1:15pm Men's Best Legs in a Kilt Competition
 1:30pm - 3:00pm Jeff Ward
 3:15pm - 3:45pm Shannon Rovers
 3:45pm - 4:15pm Dillon Gavin School of Irish Dance
 4:15pm -  4:30pm Dog Contest
 5:00pm - 6:30pm Larkin Moran Bros
 7:00pm - 8:30pm Beamish
   
Sunday, September 1st  
10:00 am Mass celebrated by Fr. Matt Jamesson, 
               music accompaniment by Gavin Coyle
11:00am - 12:00pm Gavin Coyle
12:30pm - 1:00pm Trinity Irish Dancers
 1:15pm -  1:45pm Men's Best Legs in a Kilt Competition
 2:00pm - 3:30pm Gerry Haughey/ Kara Eadie
 3:45pm - 4:15pm Shannon Rovers
 4:15pm -  4:45pm Irish Dancers 
 4:45pm - 5:00pm Dog Contest
 5:30pm - 7:00pm Dooley Brothers & Jimmy Moore
   
Monday, September 2nd  
11:00am - 11:30am Hogan Irish Dancers
11:45am - 12:15pm Men's Best Legs in a Kilt Competition
12:30pm - 2:00pm Joe Cullen & Kathleen Keane
 2:15pm -  2:45pm Dog Contest
 3:00pm - 3:30pm Shannon Rovers
 3:45pm -  5:15pm The Tooles

Labor Day

Weekend

longgrove.org

August 31-
September 2

Brought to you by:
The Historic Downtown Long Grove 

Business Association
Thank you to our sponsors:

Paddy's on the Square, Enzo & Lucia's Ristorante, 
Flood Brothers Disposal  and more!

http://longgrove.org
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From the
    Motherland

By Sean Farrell

Hard Pounding Gentlemen
“When a man knows he is to be hanged 

in a fortnight it concentrates his mind won-
derfully.” The Brexit Endgame is approach-
ing, with prospects all round ranging from 
unpalatable to disastrous so Dr Johnson’s 
remark seems appropriate, certainly in 
Ireland’s case.

Boris Johnson (no relation) was sworn 
in as Britain’s new Prime Minister on July 
24. He has hit the ground running – after 
a fashion – reaffirming, as he entered 
Downing Street, his intention, expressed 
during the Tory leadership contest, that 
he will take Britain out of the European 
Union by 31 October, with no deal, if that 
is what it takes. Any delusions that John-
son had merely been electioneering, and 
that, when the “reality” of office dawned 
he would backtrack rapidly on this and his 
other recent rhetorical utterances were 
soon dispelled. Over the succeeding two 
days he handpicked a Cabinet stuffed with 
like-minded Brexiteers and/or pledged 
Johnson loyalists, and  brought in as chief 
adviser the mastermind of the 2016“ Leave” 
campaign, Dominic Cummings. Michael 
Gove, in tandem with Cummings, will be 
the Brexit enforcer. 

In his first speeches Johnson has reiter-
ated and played up an intransigent image, 
painting himself as a man in a hurry – as 
indeed he must be if he is to achieve his 
end in the ninety odd days remaining. He 
has already signalled where the blame will 
lie if he fails – with Europe, for failing to ne-
gotiate,  and with Ireland for intransigence 
over the Backstop – something now declared 
by Johnson to be dead in the water , even 
if time limited. Also the Remainers – the 
domestic fifth column. His remarks have 
been addressed almost entirely to his base, 
and, though he did include a litany of “one 
Britain” targets across the socio economic 
spectrum when entering Downing Street, 
there were no details given as to how any 
of these promises would be paid for, beyond 
the predictable assertion that, in the event 
of no deal, the pay-out of €37 billion agreed 
with the EU for Britain’s departure would 
be withheld and thus available.

There are some disturbing echoes here 
of Trump’s utterances and performance. 
Indeed arguably Johnson’s remarks out-
side Number 10 were a sugar coated 
version of Trump’s Inauguration speech 

with language similar to 
Making America Great 
Again (look at the pen-
ultimate paragraph) and 
the pledge to reverse 
the years of self- doubt 
since the referendum. 
Several commentators 

have observed that, in effect Johnson’s 
ploy is to act as if 2016 was yesterday and 
the revelations since of what Brexit entails 
has simply not occurred. Whatever about 
Johnson being no Trump – some analogies 
are being drawn - he is certainly no Chur-
chill, whose spirit he invokes, though in one 
sense there IS a similarity of circumstance. 
Churchill came to power at a time of great 
peril for Britain. Johnson has taken over 
as Britain faces its worst crisis since World 
War Two. The difference is that the current 
crisis situation has been self-inflicted.

Whither now
? From the point of view of the Zealots 

now running Britain (who beforehand 
would have thought Johnson a Zealot?)  
the benign scenario  is that in the last 
analysis the EU, whether Johnny Foreigner 
in Brussels, Berlin, Paris or Rome, and the 
Irish closer to home, will come around 
and give Britain a better deal, allowing it 
to achieve some form of Manifest Destiny, 
and/or restore some of its lost position in 
the world. This belief is underpinned by 
the notion that “They” need us more than 
“We” need them, and also that “We” are 
the victims! Classic stuff!

Should the united front of the EU 27 
hold firm, the gung –ho Brexiteers would 
be happy to see Britain make a clean break 
and leave on the basis of “No Deal” and to 
hell with the consequences for country or 
party. The negative effects on the British 
economy – and people- of doing this are 
downplayed or rubbished. Consequences, 
after all, are for common people!  Also to 
hell with the substantial “Remain” major-
ities in Scotland and Northern Ireland.  It 
is increasing clear that Brexit is predomi-
nantly an English nationalist phenomenon 
(with some DUP hangers-on).

Not a very promising vista, yet there is 
one consideration, which should not be 
overlooked. Johnson is a politician, who 
has achieved his great ambition. He has 
now nailed his colours very firmly to the 
mast. But he must be well aware of the un-
happiness in Parliament and the Commons 
majority against a No Deal; he simply does 
not have the numbers to force any contro-
versial measure through. Given that he has 
so far staked all on one throw in the coming 
three months, should he fail to deliver 
on an improved deal (the scapegoats are 

already fingered), rather than compromise 
(which would doom him), he might have no 
option but to play the nationalist card and 
engineer an election, hoping that  a mix 
of “ My Country Right or Wrong,” claims 
of betrayal and intransigence from the 
EU and an abhorrence and fear of seeing 
Jeremy Corbyn coming into power,  might 
see him win out.

There is still, clearly, some sand left to 
run. The EU position, reiterated in reaction 
to Johnson’s opening salvo, is that there 
IS a deal on the table, the product of two 
years negotiations involving and agreed to 
by the May government and acceptable to 
the EU Twenty Seven, but thrice rejected 
by the British Parliament and that this 
agreement must figure in any discussions. 
This deal includes provisions specifically to 
protect the Good Friday Agreement, which 
cemented peace on the island of Ireland 
after decades of violence, by providing 
for the avoidance of a physical border in 
Ireland, through if necessary the Backstop 
guarantee. Any negotiations that might 
occur will have to incorporate and address 
the Good Friday Agreement. We seem set 
for some type of Johnson-style shuffling 
pavane around this; though how soon? The 
European Institutions take a break during 
August, and while this is not set in stone, it 

would take some considerable evolution in 
the UK’s position to convince the EU that it 
was worthwhile to crank up the machinery 
before September.  Nevertheless, to be 
watched.

Meanwhile (Dr Johnson again) the 
Government here has woken up to the 
potential nightmare of No Deal. In the 
Brexit Contingency Plan, a lengthy paper 
published early last month an attempt 
was made to guesstimate the dire conse-
quences for Ireland of Britain crashing out 
of the EU on October 31 without a deal. It 
painted a sombre picture; Ireland and her 
economy would be affected and widely felt 
across all sectors.

The three headline points: In the first 
year economic growth in one of Europe’s 
most successful economies would be ham-
mered, with the growth rate estimated to 
be 3% less than otherwise. There would 
be a headline deficit of up to 1.5% in GDP 
in the year producing deterioration in the 
General Government Balance of up to 
€6.5 billion. Unemployment in the most 
exposed sectors is estimated to increase 
by 50-55,000, a whopping 38% increase on 
the current figure of 131,000. The paper 
observes that “a no deal Brexit will have 
profound implications for Ireland on all 
levels.” A masterpiece of understatement.

HOME   HEALTHY   HAPPY
Medication Reminders     Errands     Doctor / Physical Therapy Visits

Non - Medical
Companion
Home Care
708-361-7845

www.Aishlingcare.com

http://www.aishlingcare.com
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Olympic Runner Sonia O’Sullivan to 
Lead The Great Pink Run October 5
By Ryanne Gallagher Johnson
Ready your runners and break 

out your most outrageous pink 
outfit! A new charity race is mak-
ing its debut here in Chicago, 
hosted by Research A Cure NFP, 
and shepherded by legendary Irish 
Olympic runner Sonia O’Sullivan, 
(pictured).

The Great Pink Run with Glan-
bia, a family-friendly 5k run, 
jog, or walk, and CARA-certified 
10k challenge, will take place at 
Diversey Harbor on October 5, 
2019, and will raise funds for an 
international collaborative breast 
cancer research program between 

the U.S. and Ireland.
 O’Sullivan, Irish former track 

and field athlete, World Champi-
on gold medalist, and Olympian, 
will be participating as long-time 
ambassador to the event, having 
been attached to the project 
since its inception in Ireland in 
2013. 

“This year the Great Pink Run 
branches out to Chicago, the 
event exploring new territory 
in a U.S. city known for its Irish 
links. There is a 5km and a 10km 
run set for Diversey Harbor on 
October 5, women, men, and 
children running together to 

highlight the cause while raising 
funds. One hundred percent of 
the funds raised will go straight 
back to breast cancer research 
and treatment,” she wrote for 
irishtimes.com.

 The Cobh, County Cork native, 
who now resides in Australia, 
discovered her love for running 
in Primary school as a means to 
waylay boredom. “There wasn’t 
really much other activities to 

do around the place, and it was 
just a place I would go with my 
friends. You could go without your 
parents, and there was trips away, 
and it was a bit of fun.”

But the “bit of fun” hobby 
turned into an addiction for O’Sul-
livan early on, and soon it was 
her passion. “You go out and run 
a race, and you win the race, and 
you say, ‘Oh, this is fun. I want to 
do that again,’ and then you start 
to understand times, and you see 
how fast you run, and you always 
want to try to run faster. You get 
a little bit addicted to it.”

O’Sullivan won the gold medal 
in the 5000m at the 1995 World 
Championships, and a silver medal 

in the 5000m at the 2000 Olympic 
Games. She still holds the world 
record time in the 2000m outdoor 
race. She’d wanted to try for an 
Olympic marathon, but an injury 
prevented her from doing so in 
2008.

Ever since, she’s been running 
just for fun, coaching high school 
cross country and track, raising 
two daughters, and serving as 
charity events ambassador in or-
der to bring awareness and fund-
ing using her love of running as a 
means to get people’s attention. 
“There’s no better way of raising 
funds than by doing something 
healthy such as running.” (irish-
times.com)

The Great Pink Run, her most 
recent project attachment, was 
launched in Chicago by O’Sullivan 
herself at the end of June, and 
she is expected back in Chicago 
to run with the crowd on October 
5! “It’s a different kind of event. 
It’s not super competitive, but it’s 
great fun,” she explains.

In Ireland, the fundraising 
initiative has grown to 8,000 
participants raising over $600,000 
in 2018. Projected participation 
for the inaugural run in Chicago 
is expected to be around 1,500 
people this year.

Funds raised will go towards a 
collaborative program for breast 
cancer research, spearheaded by 
Research A Cure NFP (researcha-
cure.com), and will support the 
University of Chicago Ludwig 
Center for Metastasis Research, 
as well as the Royal College of 
Surgeons in Ireland.

 The event is open to anybody, 
and people are encouraged to don 
their best pink gear!

For more information go to 
greatpinkrun.com.
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http://irishtimes.com
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‘The Songs I Love So Well’ One Night Only
A One Man Show With Phil Coulter Sept.29
At the Newly Renovated Mayfair Theater in the Heritage Center

The great Phil Coulter will perform 
one show only in the newly renovated 
Mayfair Theater at the Irish American 
Heritage Center on Sunday, September 
29,  at 3 pm. Tickets un-
der “Upcoming Events” 
at www.irish-american.
org. With 300 tickets al-
ready sold, you’ll want 
to get your seats now!

Phil Coulter is an ac-
claimed Irish artiste with 
an international repu-
tation as a songwriter, 
pianist, music producer, 
arranger and director.

The Songs I Love So 
Well celebrates Phil’s 
storied career. With his warm Irish 
brogue and his distinctive keyboard style 
he presents some of his most personal 
and best loved songs and tells the stories 
behind them……songs like Steal Away, 
The Old Man, Ireland’s Call, Scorn Not 
his Simplicity, My Boy and his classic, The 
Town I Loved So Well, recently voted one 
of the Top Ten most popular Irish songs 

of all time.
Phil is one of the biggest record 

sellers in Ireland with numerous Plati-
num, Gold and Silver discs. His career 

spans more than five 
decades, garnering a 
Grammy Nomination 
for his Celtic New age 
album Highland Cathe-
dral, two Grand Prix 
d’ Eurovision Awards 
and amongst other 
honours, the presti-
gious Gold Badge from 
the British Academy 
of Songwriters, Com-
posers and Authors. 
His songs have been 

recorded by a wide range of global stars 
from Elvis Presley to The Bay City Rollers 
and a who’s who of Irish acts including 
Van Morrison, Sinead O’Connor, The Dub-
liners, The Irish Tenors, Celtic Thunder 
and The High Kings.

This promises to be a one off evening, 
not to be missed by lovers of good music.

4626 N Knox Ave., Chicago IL 60630.

http://www.mickeyfinnsbrewery.com
mailto:sean.dailey%40compass.com?subject=
http://www.irish-american.org
http://www.irish-american.org
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   773-472-5555  Soul of Ireland, Heart of Chicago

www.galwayarms.com           galwayarms@gmail.com

The Galway Arms
2442 N. Clark Street, Chicago 60614 (773) 472-5555 

CHICAGO’S HOME FOR TRADITIONAL IRISH MUSIC

       Sunday:   The Galway Arms Sunday Session
                featuring Paddy Homan and friends
      Tuesday:  Pat Quinn and friends*
Wednesday:  Pauline Conneely and friends*
    Thursday:  Rachel Gribben and friends*

Upstairs Wedding and Wedding Rehearsal Dinners

Ireland Network 
USA19 Oct. 10-13

We are so excited to offi-
cially announce that INUSA19 
will be held October 10-13th 
in Washington, D.C.

While registration will open 
in the coming days we are 
giving you a chance to reserve 
your spot today by visiting 
https://inusa19.irish.

For the past six years, our 
INUSA National Conference 
has been a highlight on the 
Global Irish calendar and this 
year we are making it even 
bigger!

While our Friday session 
always features top speakers 
and stimulating conversation, 
we will also be adding a Sat-
urday morning session, hosted 
by IN DC at the Irish Embassy, 
with several roundtable dis-
cussions on tap.

Networking is also a key 
component of our confer-
ences, and in addition to our 
marquee Friday night event, 
this year to be held at the U.S 
Capitol, we are excited that 
Solas Nua, one of the premier 
Irish Arts groups, has agreed 
to welcome our members and 
friends Saturday evening!

We’ll have so much more to 
share in the coming weeks, 
but for now hope you’ll mark 
your calendars and start mak-
ing your travel plans! 

info@winonastreetdesign.com

312.375.5822
Lizzie or Katie

Custom Celtic Inspired!

see us
at iBAM! 11

Oct 19th!

(l to r): Philip Quinlan, Tom Flannery, Cliff Carlson, Tom Lally 
and Bill O’Sullivan attending the 2019 Chicagoland Irish Club 
get together at Palos Country Club on Chicago’s Southside, 
July 18. Ten different Irish clubs/organizations were on hand 
to exchange ideas and get to know one another better. Due to 
a rain deluge, they all had plenty of time to meet each other! 
Palos C.C. is one hundred this year!

mailto:bcostello%40loandepot.com?subject=
http://www.galwayarms.com
https://inusa19.irish
http://www.riordaninsurancegroup.com
mailto:invo%40winonastreetdesign.com?subject=
mailto:mcoyle17%40gmail.com?subject=
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This is the next of a series of columns on how the law can impact 
your life.  Each month we will focus on various aspects of the law 
relating to personal injuries, those that happen both on-the-job 
and otherwise, including mishaps which occur in driving vehicles, 
using products and receiving medical care.  The column will also 
respond to legal questions relating to personal injury that are 
sent to us.

HealyScanlon, formerly The Healy Law Firm, is comprised of 
eight trial attorneys, two of whom are from Ireland.  We are 
located downtown at 111 West Washington Street, Suite 1425, 
Chicago, Illinois 60602 (800-922-4500 or 312-977-0100). www.
HealyScanlon.com.  The firm concentrates in the representation 
of injured victims of all types of accidents. 

Summer Product Safety
With school out and the weath-

er warming up, summer in Chica-
go is in full swing.  While summer 
in the City brings with it many 
opportunities for fun in the sun, 
there are also a number of po-
tential safety hazards unique to 
summer activities that everyone 
should keep in mind.  

This month and next we will re-
view those opportunities, safety 
risks and what to keep in mind.

turns.  No one without the proper 
training and knowledge should be 
driving them.  One risk that many 
users of personal watercraft may 
not immediately recognize can 
result from the force of the jet 
stream.  If a swimmer is near the 
rear end of the jet ski when it ac-
celerates or if a passenger falls off 
behind the jet ski, serious injury 
can result.  Personal watercrafts 
do not typically have an exposed 
propeller.  Instead, the jet ski is 
propelled by a very strong stream 
of water that pushes the craft 
through the water from behind.  

When passengers fall off behind 
the watercraft, the closeness of 
a passenger to the jet stream as 
they enter the water creates a 
special risk.  Water entering bodily 
orifices can cause devastating in-
juries to the bowel or other inter-
nal organs.  Some of these injuries 
have required surgical repair, in-
cluding colostomies.   Our firm has 
represented individuals involved 
in jet ski accidents, including a 
female passenger who was injured 
when she fell backwards off a jet 
ski as the jet ski was accelerating.  
That individual suffered serious 
permanent injuries from the 
thrust of water.  

As a result of litigation arising 
from these types of accidents, cer-
tain manufacturers have altered 
the design of their products and 
changed the warnings that accom-
pany them.  Many manufacturers 
now recommend that a wet suit 
should be worn when operating or 
riding on a jet ski to eliminate the 
potential for injuries caused by 
the strong thrust of water behind 
the watercraft.  

Pool Safety
Pool safety is another concern 

that is unique to the summer 
months here in the Midwest.  A 

backyard pool can be a great way 
to stay cool in the sweltering heat 
of July and August, but extra care 
must be exercised, particularly 
if a homeowner is hosting guests 
who are unfamiliar with the pool.  

In one case handled by our firm, 
a guest at an evening house party 
was lounging on the steps of an 
in-ground pool.  The guest was 
sitting in what he believed to be 
the shallow end of the pool.  The 
opposite end of the pool had a 
ladder for exiting the pool, and 
there were no markings indicating 
the depth of the pool.  Just be-
fore the guest intended to leave, 
he got out of the pool using the 
shallow end steps, and walked 
toward what he believed was a 
deep end at the opposite side of 
the pool.  He dove into the pool, 
but unbeknownst to the guest, the 
pool had two shallow ends and a 
deep middle.  Thus, instead of 
diving into a deep end of the pool, 
the guest dove into water just 
over three feet in depth, struck 
his head on the bottom of the pool 
and was rendered quadriplegic.  
Our firm represented the individ-
ual, an Irish immigrant against 
the designers and manufacturer 
of the pool, and the homeowners 
resulting in a record multi-million 
dollar jury verdict.

Pool covers themselves also 
present an often-unrecognized 
danger.  According to the consum-
er advocacy group, World Against 
Toys Causing Harm (W.A.T.C.H.), 
an average of 26 children drown 
in pools or spas during the Fourth 
of July week.  Teens or children 
may get into backyard pools at 
night and use partially-covered 
pools or spas.  They can get con-
fused or disoriented and become 
trapped under a pool or Jacuzzi 
cover.  Covers with locks, and 

pools with high fences, lighting, 
and locks can help to keep out 
unsupervised users. 

W.A.T.C.H. also warns that 
water wings and inflatable rings 
can give parents a false sense of 
security when their children are 
in the water.  Parents may be less 
vigilant, feeling that their chil-
dren are safe when in fact they 
may not be.  Larger pool toys, 
such as rafts, may also obscure 
a parent’s view of their child.  
Around water, younger children 
must always be kept in sight and 
supervised.   

Even baby pools can also pose 
a drowning risk to very small chil-
dren, who can drown in as little 
as inches of water.  According to 
W.A.T.C.H., in 2016, 289 children 
under age 5 drowned, and nearly 
two thirds of these fatal drown-
ings occurred May through August.  
Each year from 2016 to 2018, ap-
proximately 6,600 children under 
15 years old were seen in hospitals 
for submersion related injuries.  
In toddlers, the oxygen supply 
to the brain can drop in as little 
as 90 seconds without a breath.  
Thus, it is important to watch 
small children any time there is 
any amount of water.  

Enjoy Summer Activities
Be Alert to Hazards
Summer is a special time in Chi-

cago, and many of us want to cram 
as many fun activities into those 
short summer months as possible.   
However, summer brings with it 
its own set of potential safety 
hazards, particularly as it pertains 
to consumer products.  Keeping an 
eye out for these dangers can help 
to ensure that you and your family 
enjoy summer safely.

Jet Skis
In the past, our office has repre-

sented individuals injured by some 
of these potential hazards.  One 
of those hazards involves personal 
watercraft, or jet skis.  In the last 
five years, the number of personal 
watercrafts on our lakes and rivers 
has increased significantly, and 
with it, the number of accidents.  
Some of the risks are obvious such 
as the capability to reach very 
high speeds and make very sharp 

This Article by: 
Patrick C. Anderson, Esq. 
Madeline M. O’Mara

Madeline M. O’Mara, a law 
clerk at Healy Scanlon, is a sec-
ond year law student at Loyola 
University Chicago School of 
Law. She is a member of the 
Loyola Law Journal and is in the 
top 20% of her class.

mailto:eogrady%40koenigrubloff.com?subject=
http://www.redapplebuffet.com
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“We sell Peace Of Mind.”

Coming Apart at the Seams
For a long time the Irish gov-

ernment has held fast to the 
assumption that ‘the backstop’ 
(a provision that guarantees an 
open border no matter what 
the outcome of Brexit negoti-
ations) is sufficient to ensure 
no hard border in Ireland. The 
government’s updated contin-
gency plan for a no-deal Brexit, 
the Contingency Action Plan, 
published on July 9th, makes 
clear that it has revised that 
view considerably. Irish Minis-
ter for Foreign Affairs, Simon 
Coveney, acknowledged that 
the government now considers 
that the risk of a no-deal Brexit 
is ‘significant’. 

Disintegration, the 
chief fallout of Brex-
it, heightens consid-
erably in the event of 
a no-deal Brexit. On 
Wednesday July 3rd, 
former Northern Ireland 
Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland Peter 
Hain said: ‘It is not the 
backstop, but a no-
deal Brexit which will 
threaten the Union be-
tween Northern Ireland 
and the rest of the UK. 

Which is a major reason why No 
Deal must be stopped’. A big 
problem, for those who wish to 
protect the integrity of the UK, 
is that both of the candidates 
to be next British prime min-
ster, Boris Johnson and Jeremy 
Hunt, have promised that they 
will bring the UK out of the EU 
without a deal unless they can 
renegotiate the current deal. 
Yet the outgoing prime minis-
ter, Theresa May, negotiated 
and signed up to a Withdrawal 
Agreement with the backstop 
as one of its irreplaceable 
features.

It is all but certain that 

jettisons the backstop?
Europe may—yet again—

agree to allow the UK more 
time to exit, but it is unwise 
to bank on that. Although 
incoming European Commis-
sion president, Ursula von der 
Leyen, has indicated that a 
further extension for the UK 
may be possible, that decision 
requires the approval of the EU 
27 leaders. President Macron 
of France, in particular, has 
voiced his exasperation with 
the UK and the damage that 
its protracted ‘exit’ is doing to 
the fabric of Europe. It is quite 
conceivable that the October 
31st deadline for the UK to 
leave (a date insisted on by 
Macron during the last round 
of EU 27 negotiations) may be 
immovable. 

If the UK were to exit the big-
gest trading bloc in the world 
without treaties in place to 
enable it to continue to trade 
with the EU, the UK cannot but 
severely damage its economy. 
Typically only a catastrophic 
event such as a war could 
prompt a country to do such a 
thing. In this case, however, the 
act would be quite unforced. 

A no-deal Brexit outcome 
would raise profound ques-
tions about the economic and 
political make-up of the UK. 
The capitalist system is wholly 
wedded to the objective of 
economic growth, yet in a no-
deal Brexit this tenet of the 
economic system, which helps 

to structuralise the UK, would 
be rejected.

Ireland’s fate is unavoidably 
tethered to UK’s fate. Com-
promisers within Irish politics 
and media have begun to argue 
that, by conceding something 
to the newly installed British 
prime minster, Ireland could 
retain the initiative in negoti-
ations and shorten the odds of 
no-deal. A corollary of this argu-
ment is that the UK jeopardising 
its interests is no reason for 
Ireland to fail to do everything 
possible to protect its own 
interests. By doing nothing to 
counteract the UK’s thanatos 
instinct, we are party to be-
ing driven over the precipice. 
These circumstances are deeply 
unfair, but politics often is.

The injustice of it would 
principally be felt in Northern 
Ireland. In a no-deal scenario, 
there are several competing 
(and fully legitimate) claims 
at play in the North. On the 
one side, the Northern Irish 
electorate voted to remain in 
the EU in 2016 and voted for 
the Good Friday Agreement in 
1998. Northern Ireland’s rights 
should be protected, and its 
voice should be heard. Yet 
the European customs union 
depends upon goods entering 
the EU from a ‘third country’ 
being checked and monitored. 
If the UK abruptly leaves the 
EU, there is no way to do that 
without a hardening of the Irish 
border, which is inimical to the 
Good Friday Agreement. The 
EU is wholly sympathetic to 
the Irish wish to retain an open 
border, but its customs union 
cannot survive an open border 
in the event of a no-deal Brexit. 
Overarching these concerns is 
the insistence on the part of a 
minority in Northern Ireland, 
which has ever diminishing sup-
port, that the UK referendum 
outcome in June 2016 must be 
implemented. 

In September, after the sum-
mer recess, Irish, UK and Euro-
pean negotiators will have less 
than eight weeks to formulate a 
solution to this crisis. The odds 
are now no better than even 
that they will succeed.

Johnson will win the leader-
ship run-off and become the 
next prime minster of the UK 
in late July. With someone as 
amateurish and trivial as John-
son at the helm, the chance 
of a no-deal Brexit runs much 
higher. At the hustings Johnson 
primarily addresses the less 
than 1% of the UK’s population 
who comprise the Conservative 
Party membership who have 
the power to their leader. They 
are an older demographic, 
nationalistic and even jingo-
istic, and they count among 
them a considerable number 
of deluded people. Johnson’s 
pronouncements therefore 
need to be understood in terms 
of his intended audience. Even 
so, the positions he has taken 
are very dangerous. Brexit is 
often likened to self-harm, but 
no-deal is more akin a full-on 
suicide attempt.

On July 16th, Johnson moved 
closer to that reality by 
ruling out the backstop 
or any rider to it: ‘no to 
time limits or unilateral 
escape hatches or these 
kind of elaborate devic-
es, glosses, codicils… It 
has been devised by this 
country as an instrument 
of our own incarceration 
in the single market and 
customs union. It needs 
to come out’. Surely he 
can understand that an 
orderly exit from the EU 
is impossible if the UK 

http://www.oldorland.com
http://www.oharaandfriendssalon.com/
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For Booking: www.celticratpack.com

3 Outdoor Patios - 3 Special Events Rooms
Irish Cottage Room with Fireplace and Bar

Private Rooms - Parties to 300!

Your Host: Martin Lynch & Staff Welcome You to 
one of the BEST Irish Pub/Restaurants 

in Chicagoland!    708-485-8787
www.irishtimespub.com

California, Here I Come!
Chicago has been my home since 2004. When I arrived 

in the city, I fell head over heels in love with its beauty. 
The concrete and steel, softened by the river and the 
lake, had, for me, a distinct urban heartbeat. Skyscrap-
ers galore, enough to make any architect worth their 
salt envious. I felt as though I had found a place with 
enough activity, social interaction and art to make me 
a very happy man. However, no matter how perfect a 
relationship, there’s always something that detracts from 
the ideal and that, for me, was the weather. 

Before coming to Chicago, I’d never shoveled snow. I’d 
never worn a coat that looked more suited to an Eskimo. 
The weather in Ireland had always been defined by one 
word ‘changeable’, five minutes dry and ten minutes rain. 
Irish variations in temperature were nothing like the mid-
west. I was not prepared for the sudden dips in winter or 
soaring heights in summer. I’ve witnessed a snow blizzard, 
complete with thunder snow, and most recently a polar 
vortex. What seemed novel in the first year soon became 
a hardship to bear. My complaints about the extreme 
weather were usually met with ‘It’s Chicago, you get used 
to it’. But, I never did get used to the highs and lows of 
the weather. So, once we both retired we decided to go 
somewhere with no winter…. Southern California. 

As we packed up our mini-van, full to the brim, with 
only a little space for the two dogs, we looked like Hill-
billies. Driving down Lake Shore Drive, the city glistened 
in the sunshine. Chicago showed off its finery with the 
best possible weather conditions and I wondered if I was 
doing the right thing. I kept thinking ‘better the devil 
you know’, but somehow the doubt was not enough to 
make me turn back. The beauty of the city could not 
disguise the cold, frigid, stare of winter. Winter was 
definitely coming. 

During the trip, both dogs got sick. 2200 miles is not an 

easy journey for the canines. We broke up the 
trip into five days so as to have enough time 
to recuperate before driving again. The drive 
went well until day four. We were climbing up 
into the mountains after spending the night 
in Winslow, Arizona (Eagles fans can now sing 
along). There was not much around, and it was 

very early in the morning when the engine light came on. 
My own philosophy in Ireland when one of my old bangers 
started acting up was to turn up the radio and ignore it, 
but here, in the middle of nowhere that particular way of 
thinking did not lessen my increasing anxiety. 

I thought maybe we needed to put air in the tyres. 
Easily fixed. But, where to find a garage in the mountains. 
We drove or should I say limped into a one garage town. It 
was 7 am, and the garage was open. Our luck, it seemed, 
was holding out. However, the apathetic attendant was 
keen to tell us that the air pump was not brought out 
until 8 am and we’d have to wait. Determine to chance 
fate, we decided to drive on to Flagstaff, Arizona. For 
the next hour I sat watching that engine light as if it were 
the devil himself come to make claim on my soul. Would 
we ever be saved? 

The devil would have to wait or so I thought. We 
reached Flagstaff, and I pumped up the tyres and still 
the engine light was on. When we took it to a mechanic 
he told us that it needed an e-vac cannister. I thought he 
was speaking in tongues. He made no sense whatsoever, 
except he said we could continue our journey and get it 
fixed later. We headed out of the mountains and never 
once question why we should believe someone we’d 
never meet again. 

Leaving the cooler temps of the mountains, we jacked 
up the air conditioning to countermand the heat of the 
desert. If the mountains looked isolated, the desert ap-
peared desolate. Miles and miles of unrelenting heat, the 
naive travelers drove, until I looked at the petrol gauge. 
I’d been so fixated on the engine light, I hadn’t noticed 
the little pointer moving dangerously towards empty. 

Part of the problem of being a creative thinker is not 
being able to control your imagination. I could see our 
eventual demise in the desert, two adults and two dogs 
found dehydrated. Or, I could leave them in search of a 
petrol station and come back and find them all dead. We 

estimated that we had twenty-miles of fuel left. And, it 
was at this point that my better half had the great idea 
of using Siri to help us locate a petrol station. Given my 
past history with Siri and her inability to understand the 
dulcet tones of the Northern Irish accent, I thought it best 
that the American ask her. Technology became our saviour 
and we were able fuel up and finish our trip.

I took my glass of wine and sat on a bench at the new 
home. No more winter, I thought. Another swig of the 
wine, and the bench began to move under me. Had I had 
one glass too many? No, and still the earth moved. My first 
day in California and there was earthquake already. When 
I mentioned this to a neighbor, the response was familiar 
‘Welcome to California, you get used to it’. 

Terry From Derry
  by Terry Boyle

                              Fresh Baked 
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Meat Pies,
Sausage Rolls
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   Shane’s Games
The Latest News on Sports
 an nuacht is déanaí faoi chúrsaí spóirt

 By Shane O’Brien

Shane Lowry recorded his first 
major win with a stunning per-
formance at the British Open in 
Portrush in mid-July. 

The Offaly man led from start 
to finish in a performance that 
oozed class and composure. 
Lowry shot a course record 63 on 
the Saturday to move four shots 
clear of the chasing pack, before 
putting in an accomplished display 
on the final day to hold off com-
petition from Tommy Fleetwood, 
Lee Westwood and Rickie Fowler 
to secure the Claret Jug in style. 

In GAA, Reigning All Ireland 
champions Dublin moved a step 
closer to completing an historic 
5-in-a-row by booking their place 
in the All Ireland semi-finals fol-
lowing routine wins over Roscom-
mon and Cork in the Super 8s. 

Dublin opened their Super 8 
campaign against a Cork side who 
played with a reckless abandon 
which provided problems the like 

of which the Dublin defense had 
not encountered this season. 

The Dubs were regularly ex-
posed by the excellent Brian 
Hurley and Ruari Deane in the 
opening exchanges as they fell 
four points behind. 

The champions never panicked 
however, and worked their way 
back into the game. The unstop-
pable Jack McCaffrey goaled to 
bring Dublin back within touching 
distance of the Rebels as the men 
from the capital turned the screw. 

A palmed goal from Michael 
Dara MacAuley on the stroke of 
half time gave Dublin a six-point 
lead and they never looked back 
despite a penalty from Cork’s Luke 
Corcoran early in the 2nd half. 

Late goals from Niall Scully, 
Ciaran Kilkenny and Brian Fenton 
put a gloss on the scoreline as 
Dublin recorded a 13-point win. 

They dismantled Connacht 
champions Roscommon a week 

later as they cantered to an 
18-point victory in headquarters. 
A first half goal from Dean Rock 
and a second half effort from 
Michael Dara MacAuley paved the 
way for the most facile of victo-
ries against a Roscommon side 
who now bow out of the champi-
onship at the Super 8 hurdle for 
the second year running. 

Dublin will be joined in the 
semi-finals by Tyrone who also 
boast a perfect record in the 
Super 8s. The Red Hands have 
rode their luck against both 
Roscommon and Cork, but even-
tually prevailed by four points and 
three points respectively to book 
a semi-final berth for the third 
year running. 

Elsewhere in the Super 8s, Kerry 
got the better of Mayo in the ea-
gerly anticipated clash between 
the two in Killarney. 

Many expected a well travelled 
Mayo team to get the better of 
their old foes once again, but 
Kerry put in a near faultless per-
formance to record a commanding 
10-point victory. 

David Clifford, particular, was 
excellent and put in a devastat-

ing display from the full forward 
line. The Fossa man kicked seven 
points, five of which came from 
play, and his link up with Sean 
O’Shea and Paul Geaney will 
strike fear into the hearts of every 
defense in the country, with the 
three forwards kicking 1-16 be-
tween them in a ruthless display 
of efficiency. 

Mayo were teetering on the 
brink of elimination as they 
trailed Meath midway through 
the second half of their second 
Super 8s game, but came good 
to set up a winner takes all clash 
with Donegal in Castlebar at the 
beginning of August.

Donegal also came strong to 
overcome a stern Meath challenge 
in Ballyboffey in their opening 
Super 8s clash.The Ulster county 
trailed by a point with 15 minutes 
left, but outscored the Royals by 
1-08 to 0-01 in the final quarter 
to record a nine-point win. 

In hurling, Laois recorded the 
shock of the championship so far 
when they dumped out a vastly 
improving Dublin team in their 
preliminary quarter-final clash. 
Most expected Dublin to swat 

aside the Laois challenge much 
as Cork had done to Westmeath 
earlier in the day, but Laois had 
other ideas. The O’Moore County 
led from start to finish in a pul-
sating game to record a two-point 
win and make the All Ireland quar-
ter-final where they were subse-
quently well beaten by beaten 
Munster finalists Tipperary. 

However, Laois did not disgrace 
themselves in the 10-point loss 
and have shown great promise 
ahead of their debut in the Lein-
ster round robin next season. 

Tipperary will go on to face 
Leinster champions Wexford in 
the semi-finals who won their 
first provincial crown since 2004 
after they beat Kilkenny by three 
points in the Leinster final, with 
goalkeeper Mark Fanning’s late 
penalty proving decisive. 

Kilkenny, however, regrouped 
to record an eye-catching win 
over an impressive Cork outfit 
at Croke Park to book a date 
with reigning Munster and All 
Ireland champions Limerick in the 
semi-final. 

Limerick overcame some jittery 
performances in the early stages 

http://www.athletexpt.com


AUGUST 2019  Irish American News   “WE’VE ALWAYS BEEN GREEN!”                                           11

Irish Brothers
Traditional Irish Pub9 ®

Three Locations to Serve You:

119 Howard Ave, West Lafayette, IN
near Purdue University

(765) 746-4782

3520 St. Rd. 38 E, Lafayette, IN (765) 447-0999

& 575 Massachusetts Ave,  Indianapolis 
(317) 964-0990

www.nineirishbrothers.com

O'Bryan's Nine Irish Brothers is an award-winning 
traditional Irish pub, recently named the Best Irish 
Pub in the State of  Indiana by Yelp and Buzzfeed. 
We serve premium Irish food and spirits and have a 
full bar and menu, with items ranging from salads to 
steak to Irish favorites such as Guinness stew, shep-
herd's pie, and fish & chips. 

Named by Diageo (parent co. of  Guinness) as serving 
the Best Pint in the USA in 2010.

Well-behaved patrons of  all ages are welcome. Nine 
Irish Brothers is proud to be smoke-free. We also 
feature world-class, live Irish entertainment on most 
weekend nights. 

Perfectly Poured Pint.
Live Irish & Celtic Music.

Irish & Irish-American Fare.
  

Perfectly Poured Pint.
Live Irish & Celtic Music.

Irish & Irish-American Fare.
  

of the Munster round robin to 
beat Tipperary in the provincial 
decider and rule the province for 
the first time since 2013. 

In soccer, Dundalk needed pen-
alties to get past Riga in the first 
round of their Champions League 
qualifying campaign. After two 
scoreless draws, the tie went to 
extra time and then penalties in 
the Latvian capital.

Gary Rogers was the hero for 
the Irish side, saving two spot 

kicks and giving defender Sean 
Hoare the chance to win the tie 
for Dundalk in sudden death.

Next up for Dundalk is the 
extremely difficult tie against 
Azerbaijan club FK Qarabag, who 
have been a regular fixture in the 
Champions League group stages in 
recent years. 

In the Europa League qualifiers, 
a brilliant performance from Jack 
Byrne helped Shamrock Rovers 
advance past Norwegian outfit 

Brann in a thrilling two-legged 
tie. A 4-3 aggregate victory was 
secured when Gary O’Neill’s shot 
was deflected in with just four 
minutes remaining in the second 
leg in Tallaght Stadium. 

Rovers will play Cypriots Apol-
lon Limassol in the next round. 

For Rovers’ local rivals St Pat’s, 
there was to be no such fairytale 
as the Inchicore club fell to a 4-1 
aggregate defeat against Swedish 
side Norrkorping. 

2010 iBAM! Author Kevin Barry’s New Book,
Night Boat to Tangier Longlisted for Man Booker Prize

Book availabe September 17
Another author who was fea-

tured at the Irish Books, Arts, and 
Music Celebration known as iBAM! 
is being recognized for his writing !

International Dublin Literary 
Award-winning novelist and New 
Yorker published short story 
writer Kevin Barry, author of 
the acclaimed books Beatlebone 
and City of Bohane, returns this 
fall with the highly anticipated 
NIGHT BOAT TO TANGIER: A Novel 
(Doubleday; September 17, 2019; 
$25.95) — a darkly humorous Irish 
saga of violence and romance, 
mutual betrayals and serial exiles.

October 23rd, 2018. It’s late 
one night in the waiting room 
at the sketchy Spanish port of 
Algeciras. Two fading Irish gang-
sters, Maurice Hearne and Charlie 
Redmond, are waiting for the boat 
from Tangier, scanning the crowds 
who come and go across the Strait 
of Gibraltar. A lover has been lost, 
a daughter has gone missing — 
decamped to the neo-hippy trail 
in Europe and North Africa — and 
their world has come asunder. Can 
it be put together again?

Featuring bad guys specializing 

in a patter full of cryptic dia-
logue and oblique genial danger, 
Night Boat To Tangier is a novel 
drenched in sex and death and 
narcotics, in sudden violence 
and old magic, but it is obsessed, 

above all, with the mysteries of 
love. Both mordant and hilarious, 
lyrical yet laden with menace, 
it is a tragicomic masterpiece 
about an extraordinary journey 
back in time and the memories 
of a shared history from a writer 
widely acclaimed on both sides 
of the Atlantic as one of the most 

brilliant stylists now at work in 
the English language.

“Barry is a writer of the first 
rate, and his prose is at turns lean 
and lyrical, but always precise … 
As far as bleak Irish fiction goes, 
this is black tar heroin.”

—Publishers Weekly
“A blackly comic journey into 

the abyss … Beautifully written 
… Barry is a clairvoyant narrator 
of the male psyche and a con-
sistent lyrical visionary … What 
distinguishes this book beyond 
its humour, terror and beauty of 
description is its moral percep-
tion … It is a plunging spiritual 
immersion into the parlous souls 
of wrongful men.”

—The Guardian
“In this latest novel, the Irish 

writer has almost invented a 
new genre, a fascinating hybrid 
of poetry, prose and drama … 
Mesmeric, exquisite … Night Boat 
to Tangier draws on the terrific 
vernacular energy in Irish English 
that is animating the best of Irish 
writing at present … This is a 
remarkably achieved novel which 
shows a writer in full command 
of the possibilities of the form.”

—The Irish Times
“Captures male friendship 

with rare brilliance … The pair’s 
vaudevillian patter, dancing back 
and forth with an irrepressibly 
buoyant Irish rhythm, reminds 
you of Didi and Gogo in Beckett’s 
Waiting for Godot, while their 
gleefully ominous threats of 
violence bristle off the page in 
a way that recalls Harold Pinter 
or Martin McDonagh … Startlingly 
good.”
—The Independent

Kevin Barry signing a few books in Ireland!

http://www.nineirishbrothers.com
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See You at Milwuakee Fest
in the Travel Area!

Our Harp & Eagle Gift Card can be 
used at any Harp & Eagle hotel, pub or 
restaurant. Purchase one online today!

Generation 
Next

By Conor O’Connor

A Tale of a 
Noble Rodent

Hamsters make odd pets. 
They’re not very social, they don’t 
like being held, and their lives 
consist mainly of eating, sleeping, poop-
ing, and running on their hamster wheel. 
Despite their natural tepidity, my younger 
self desperately wanted a hamster to call 
his own. Maybe it was because I didn’t know 
much about them. But I like to think that 
I wanted a hamster so badly because I was 
able to relate to them so well. When I was 
7, I myself vaguely resembled a hamster. 
My front teeth grew in faster than the rest 
of my mouth, so for a couple of (awkward) 
years my smile looked more like that of a 
hamster’s than that of a human being.

I enlisted the help of my sister on my 
quest and we collectively begged our par-
ents to acquiesce to our lofty desires. After 
weeks of pestering, they finally relented 
and drove us to PetSmart. When I got a look 
at the selection, I knew immediately which 
hamster I wanted. While all of her brothers 
and sisters slept away in a plastic hut, one 
hamster trotted along on the cage’s lone 
hamster wheel. I excitedly pointed at her 
and said “That one!” A few minutes later, 

my family and I were walking back out 
to the car with a fancy cage, a bunch of 
hamster food, and one overactive hamster. 
We had no idea what we were getting 
ourselves into..

You know those plastic hamster cages 
they sometimes advertise on TV? The ones 
with the big tubes that lead to different 
compartments? Pretty nifty, right? We 
got one of those cages for our new family 
member, who we named Cutie. For about 
a week, Cutie was like any other hamster. 
She spent a little more time spinning on 
her wheel than other hamsters did, but 
other than that nothing out of the ordinary 
about her presented itself to us. That didn’t 
last long.

One day, my sister got home from school 
and went to change the water on Cutie’s 
cage, only to find that the cage door was 
ajar and Cutie was nowhere to be found. 
After a few moments of panic, our parents 
convinced us that she would turn up some-

where. A couple of days 
later, my dad was eating 
breakfast in the kitch-
en when he heard the 
scratching and squeaking 
of a hamster echoing 

from one of the vents in the floor. After 
unscrewing the cover, he reached down and 
managed to grab Cutie by the scruff of her 
neck and pull her out. Cutie had escaped 
from her cage, squirreled her way into one 
of the vents in my sisters room, fell a story 
down the ventilation shaft, and worked 
her way to the kitchen on the other end of 
our house. After that little escapade, my 
parents twist-tied the latch shut on Cutie’s 
cage, thinking that that would be the end 
of her little adventures. They were wrong.

Cutie escaped from her fancy cage a cou-
ple more times before we finally got her a 
new one. Before that happened, however, 
the Houdini of hamsters managed to tumble 
down two stories worth of ventilation and 
end up in the basement of our house (where 
only the skittering of her claws on the metal 
duct alerted my dad to her presence), and 
was actually caught in the act of escaping 
once by my mom, who stayed up late one 
night and heard a rhythmic plop, plop 
emanating from the stairs. When she went 
to see what the noise was, she unwittingly 

entered into Mexican standoff with Cutie, 
who had somehow managed to escape again 
(this time, however, she had switched up 
her escape strategy).

After concluding that the plastic cage 
we originally got for Cutie wasn’t very 
effective, my dad dug up his old metal 
hamster cage for her, which had a pretty 
sturdy latch on the door. We put her out 
on our porch during the summer months, 
hoping that the nice weather would quell 
her insatiable desire to flee.

One night, at around 2 AM, the doorbell 
began ringing incessantly. My dad shot down 
the stairs, hoping to catch a couple of punk 
teenagers in the act of ding-dong ditching. 
When he opened the door, however, no one 
was there. He went back to bed. Minutes 
later, the ringing began again. This time, 
my dad opened the door and found Cutie on 
the porch floor, only this time munching on 
the exposed wires of our doorbell! Our ding-
dong ditcher turned out to be little more 
than a mischievous 6-inch furry rodent.

Cutie had many more misadventures 
before she finally passed away at the ripe 
old age of 1 and a ½. I think it’s fitting that 
the only thing that could stop her was death 
itself. Up next on random pet stories: the 
unspeakable acts of Madison, the cat clini-
cally diagnosed with anxiety. Stay tuned! :)

https://irishamericannews.com/irishamericannews/subscribe
https://shamrocktuckpointing.com/
https://www.52stafford.com
https://www.52stafford.com


The Songs I Love So Well
Phil  Coulters’   One  Man Show

Sunday, September 29 
3 pm, Mayfair Theater

Performed at the Irish American Heritage Center
      4626 N Knox Ave., Chicago IL 60630

PHIL COULTER is an acclaimed Irish artiste with an 
international reputation as a songwriter, pianist, music 
producer, arranger and director.

THE SONGS I LOVE SO WELL celebrates Phil’s 
storied career. With his warm Irish brogue and his dis-
tinctive keyboard style he presents some of his most 
personal and best loved songs and tells the stories be-
hind them……songs like Steal Away, The Old Man, Ire-
land’s Call, Scorn Not his Simplicity, My Boy and his 
classic, The Town I Loved So Well, recently voted one of 
the Top Ten most popular Irish songs of all time.

Phil is one of the biggest record sellers in Ireland with 
numerous Platinum, Gold and Silver discs. His career 
spans more than five decades, garnering a Grammy 
Nomination for his Celtic New age album Highland 
Cathedral, two Grand Prix d’ Eurovision Awards and 
amongst other honours, the prestigious Gold Badge 
from the British Academy of Songwriters, Composers 
and Authors. His songs have been recorded by a wide 
range of global stars from Elvis Presley to The Bay City 
Rollers and a who’s who of Irish acts including Van 
Morrison, Sinead O’Connor, The Dubliners, The Irish 
Tenors, Celtic Thunder and The High Kings.
This promises to be a one off evening, not to be missed 
by lovers of good music.

Tickets from $25 to $55 each* 
*(eventbrite ticket fee not included)

For more information call
Irish American News

847-872-0700

Produced by
Irish American News

Join Phil, with his special Guest Geraldine Branagan, 
as they perform many  of his unforgettable hit songs, 

taking you on a journey across ‘the land we love so well - IRELAND.

BUY ONLINE AT WWW.IRISH-AMERICAN.ORG     search events

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-songs-i-love-so-well-tickets-63664345772?ref=estw
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Marquette Bank Affordable Housing Foundation        
       Up to $6,000 available for qualified buyers. 

Downpayment Plus® Program  
       Up to $6,000 available for qualified buyers.

1st Home Illinois Program  
       Up to $7,500 available for qualified buyers.

Member 
FDIC NMLS #462926

*Programs are based on eligibility requirements including: income, geographic and  
other restrictions. Eligible buyers must qualify for each program separately.  

All home financing subject to credit approval.

Do you know someone or are you a  
First-Time Home Buyer?

See if you qualify for up to 
$19,500 in home buyer assistance*.

1-888-254-9500

Learn more:
emarquettebank.com/WelcomeHome

Hailing originally from Arranmore Island,

off the Donegal coast, Caroleann has been

living and practicing law in Chicago for

over ten years now. Her practice has

been concentrated in representing labor

and union workers and their families, in all

types of personal injury and work related

accidents; including, construction site 

accidents, automobile accidents and

premises liability claims. Her father and

three brothers all worked as tunnel miners

so she has a deep rooted affinity for the

working man and their families

Growing up, Caroleann has directly

experienced the devastating impact on a

family when the primary breadwinner

suffers an injury. She recently joined 

a nationally renowned law firm

concentrating in all types of personal

injury, medical malpractice, nursing home 

abuse and neglect, workers compensa-

tion law, and wrongful death litigation. 

Caroleann is committed to protecting 

and vindicating the rights of people who 

are injured by the negligence of others

 140 S. Dearborn,Suite 1603,
Chicago, IL, 60603 312-543-4642

 DWYER & COOGAN, P.C. 
www.dwyercoogan.com

Caroleann Gallagher
312-543-4642  

cgallagher@dwyercoogan.com

“From  Ireland  to  Chicagoland”

Bogside Artist Mural on Permanent Display 
in Chicago’s Irish American Heritage Center

During iBam 2010, the famous Bogside 
artists created this 12’ x 8’ three-piece 
mural over the course of the 2-day event. 

Depicted in the mural are three of Nort-
ern Ireland’s greats - John Hume (Nobel 
Prize Winner, 1998), lower right; Seamus 
Heaney (poet), bottom left; and Brian Friel 
(playwright), top left.

Known as the “Bogside Artists,” Tom 
Kelly, Kevin Hasson and William Kelly had 
been working on their mural project since 
late 1993, when their group formed.  Wil-
liam Kelly expresses on the Bogside artist 
website: “Older and wiser today, we now 
see our work as commemorative. Ours is 
a public art after all, dealing with sub-
ject matter that goes far beyond mere 
aesthetics or the values of the dilettante. 

It is designed to educate, commemorate 
and edify the history of Northern Ireland.”  

Located in Derry, Ireland in the Bogside 
area, are a collection of 12 murals, painted 
on the sides of large buildings. The Bogside 
artists donated this 3-piece mural to iBAM! 
who in turn donated it to the Heritage 
Center.  The mural is portable, and one 
of only a few that are not painted on the 
side of a building!  

People travel from all over the world to 
view the murals in Derry, so IAHC gallery 
director, Kathy Kelly, saw to it that the 
mural was hung just outside the art gallery 
at the Heritage Center for all to see. 

Kelly and Hasson continue to paint in Ire-
land to this day. William Kelly has passed 
on, but his artwork endures.

http://emarquettebank.com/welcomehome
http://www.dwyercoogan.com
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http://www.floodbrothersdisposal.com
http://www.sextoncompletecare.com
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‘Owned by SCI Illinois Services LLC’

4727 W 103rd Street
Oak Lawn IL 60453

All Phones: 
708-636-1193

847-721-2299

Hello Everyone,
Another few days and I’ll be board-

ing the plane back to Chicago. What 
a great time it has been, sharing 
the stage and fun times with my son 
Declan. Playing music together and 
enhancing the great bond that already 
exists between us. We sure clocked up 
a lot of miles. 

I want to wish the Grupa Cheoil from 
the Shepherd School of Irish Music great 
success in the Fleadh Cheoil in Droghe-
da. I’ll be traveling back to Chicago 
without my buddy and fellow musical 
partner, as he joins the Grupa Cheoil 
at the Fleadh. It is such a blessing, 
and I’m sure I speak for all the parents 
when I express the joy it brings to 
watch these young men and women 
creating memories, life experiences, 
and friendships. Their hard work and 
dedication is paying off and we’re all 
very proud of them. Good Luck to all 
in the world championships.

             With sadness I watched the 
funeral on TV of the Irish icon, and 

national treasure, 
who is Brendan 
Grace. Brendan 
passed away on 
July, 11. A crowd 
of thousands of 
fans cheered and 
applauded and 

sang the words of the Dublin Saunter 
along with the Forget Me Not Choir 
as his coffin arrived at the Church of 
St Nicholas of Myra on Francis Street, 
Dublin. Chief celebrant Fr Brian Darcy 
told mourners that the veteran enter-
tainer’s memory would forever live on. 
‘As long as a person’s memory lives 
and as long as we live, Brendan Grace 
will never die because all of us have 
enthusiastic, brilliant and long-last-
ing, life-lasting, and life-changing 
memories of the wonderful man that 
he was - the humanity of the man, the 
generosity of the man, the goodness 
of the man,’ Fr Darcy said. R.I.P. Bren-
dan. Thank you for the joy you gave us 
through your many talents… 

              This months song is from some 
of my memories of the wonderful times 
I was lucky to experience as a child. It’s 
also a tribute to the trusty horse and 
cart. I hope it brings you some good 
memories if you were raised in them 
times. Until next time, as always, be 
good to one another,  Joe

‘Trusty Horse And Cart’
Written by Joe McShane
Verse 1
I thought I saw them smiling it was like they couldn’t wait 
To head out to the meadow as I opened up the gate
They knew that life was back again and winter days had passed 
They sense the fragrance of the spring and sweetness of the grass
Chorus 
Memories of long ago seem like yesterday 
The Sythe would cut the sun would shine we’d build the cocks of hay
You’d swear old Bess was smiling as up the road we’d start
Heading home for supper in the trusty horse and cart
Verse 2
They would pull the corn drill ore the field the master close behind 
They say that in its day ‘twas the finest of designs
Up and down in rhythm then for a while they’d graze
As someone brought out griddle bread and a bottle of hot tae 
Chorus 
Memories of long ago seem like yesterday 
The Sythe would cut the sun would shine we’d build the cocks of hay
You’d swear old Bess was smiling as up the road we’d start
Heading home for supper in the trusty horse and cart
Verse 3
I hear the clatter of the hooves sometimes when I lay sleeping 
Then I wake up from my slumber to the sound of traffic beeping 
Oh memories of bygone days don’t seem that long ago 
When the trusty ould draught horse would take us up the road 
Chorus 
Memories of long ago seem like yesterday 
The Sythe would cut the sun would shine we’d build the cocks of hay
You’d swear old Bess was smiling as up the road we’d start
Heading home for supper in the trusty horse and cart

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/funeral-homes/oak-lawn-il/blake-lamb-funeral-home/2573
mailto:mike%40corriganfs.com?subject=
http://www.catherineoconnell.com
https://www.sheehyfh.com/
http://www.chicalba.com
mailto:mcnultydancers%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.irishfuneralhome.com
mailto:garlandflowers%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Many thanks to all who 
came out to join us for the 
34th Annual Irish Fest last 
month! We were blessed with 
great, though steamy weather 
during the weekend and good 
crowds throughout.

Special thanks to 
our dedicated Irish Fest 
Committee, IAHC Staff and 
hundreds of volunteers who all put in 
countless hours in organizing the best 
possible festival. We’re already back to 
work in planning for next year, so mark 
your calendars for July 10, 11, and 12, 
2020!

Our Board of Directors met last month 
and elected officers for the upcoming 
year. I am pleased and honored to 
have been elected as President for 
the second time. Vice President Mary 
Avery and Treasurer Tom Shea were 
also elected to second terms, and we 
are happy to welcome JoAnn Fergus as 
Secretary. 

There is a lot to do and I feel we have 
a strong and dedicated board ready and 
willing to face the challenges ahead 
in moving forward with our continued 
mission.

In other news, we are pleased to 
announce several concerts in the works 
for our Fall Concert Series. 

We look forward to welcoming 
back one of the hottest bands on the 
Irish music circuit, Connla, on Friday, 
August 23.  The band has been wowing 
audiences around the world for the past 
few years now and we’re thrilled to have 

them return to our Center for an 
intimate pub show. 

Perennial favorites The High 
Kings return for TWO shows 
on Friday, September 6 and 
Sunday, September 8. These 
concerts are sure to be sold out, 
so get your tickets now.

All the way from Limerick, 
traditional Irish band, The 

Conifers, make their IAHC debut on 
Sunday, September 15, and critically 
acclaimed Mayo band, Billow Wood, 
also make their IAHC debut on 
Thursday, September 19 in the Fifth 
Province.

We are proud again to partner with 
the City of Chicago for the annual World 
Music Festival for our third straight year. 
After hosting Lúnasa and Altan the past 
two years, we welcome one of Ireland’s 
newest traditional Irish music sensations, 
Lankum, to our stage on Friday, 
September 20. This Dublin band recently 
won several prestigious honors at the 
BBC Radio 2 2018 Folk Awards and 
RTE Radio 1 2018 Folk Awards in the 
categories of Best Group, Best Singer 
and Best Original Track. Be sure to catch 
them at the Center as part of one of the 
city's most popular music festivals.

Thank you again to all who come 
out to our festivals, events, concerts 
and cultural offerings. Without you, we 
would not be able to continue with these 
mission-driven opportunities throughout 
the year.

Mike Shevlin, IAHC President

President’s Message
 

AUGUST ENTERTAINMENT
Music Starts at 8pm unless otherwise noted

No Cover Free Parking

8/2 Francis O'Neill Ceili Mor: Athas 
8/3 Larry Nugent and Friends
8/9 Finbarr Fagan
8/10 TBA
8/16 Seamus Fun Band
8/17 Party Music
8/23 Connla
8/24  Eric Nyberg
8/30 The Boils
8/31 Larry Nugent and Friends

Thursday Night Irish Music Sessions: August 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29

August 2019
8/1-2 Francis O'Neill Irish Arts Week Camp Various 9pm
8/2 Francis O'Neill Ceili Mor Fifth Province 8pm
8/4 Colm Keegan and Laura Durrant Concert Fifth Province 4pm
8/23 Connla in Concert Fifth Province 8pm
8/25 Genealogy Meeting Library 1pm
8/30 Keith Harkin in Concert Room 109 7pm

Regularly Scheduled Events 
Mon-Fri Gift Shop First Floor Lobby 3pm-8pm
Tues Nimble Thimbles Room 208 9am-Noon
Wed Traditional Irish Music Session  Room 111 7pm
 Nimble Thimbles Room 208 7-10pm
Thurs Irish Heritage Singers Rehearsal Room 306 7pm
 The Thursday Shindig Music Session Fifth Province 7pm
Fri Francis O'Neill Club Ceili  Room 111 8pm
Sat Gift Shop First Floor Lobby 10am-8pm

Library Hours: Library is closed in August. Call for appointments.

The Heritage Line Staff 
Kathleen O’Neill, Editor

Contributors: Meg Buchanan, Laura Coyle, Catherine Kelly,  
Nancy Moore, Sheila Murphy, Mike Shevlin, Becky TatzThanks to the performers, volunteers, vendors, our community and YOU for 

another great Irish Fest! Save the date for Irish Fest 2020 on July 10, 11 and 12!

http://www.irish-american.org
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Roaming 
in the Gloaming

By Estelle Shanley

Come Roam With Me
Our first stop Rome and the 

Vatican. You may be dismayed, 
delighted or devastated to learn 
that Pope Francis seeks to ordain 
men with wives. My reaction was 
visceral, an immediate concern 
catapulted to the spouses of 
these chosen males. Due to ex-
perience and the role of women 
in the Roman Catholic Church, 
I rushed to an assumption that 
wives of married priests might 
shed business suits, fork over 
their American Express Platinum 
Card, pledge a vow of poverty, 
cash in the IPhone, the Apple 
Watch and launch into hovering 
oriental carpets traditionally 
abundant in rectories. Despite 
the elevation in husband status 
would women enroll in Divine 
Intervention classes to ease 
the transition from secular to 
religious? Fear escalates. Would 
these women evolve into scullery 
maids? Surely we’ve come too far 
for that? Women have achieved 
the right to vote, grasped on 
(sans an imprimatur) to the 
option of managing the size 
of families, achieved political 
power and quietly absorbed the 
blow when offspring avoided the 
church and shunned religion. I 
will refrain from ploughing into 
the #Me Too movement. 

And yet, untold numbers of 
women, canonical and secular, 
harbored visions and fantasies 
of ordination, working in the 
vineyards, the missionaries of 
femininity, providing a rebirth of 
downtrodden women regardless 
of age or global locality. Are they 
willing to classify as ecclesiasti-
cal Blessed Stepfords celebrating 
the glory of marriage to a priest? 
Those chosen may balk at the 
celibacy requirement, but hold 
on, there’s a silver lining which 
deserves merit. It speaks to the 
cleverness of cassocked men 
in Rome. How foolish to doubt 
wise men.

The male gender rule the 

Sovereign State of The Holy 
See and hold tight on the reins 
of advancement. Confronting 
dwindling vocations, barren 
seminaries, the decline of young 
people attending Mass, has 
hastened the Pontiff to target 
the remote Pan-Amazon Region 
(Brazil, Columbia, Peru, French 
Guyana etc), where Catholics 
wait months for the visit of a 
priest. Francis is moving slowly 
to open the door ever so slightly 
to the possibility of ordaining 
elderly married men to bolster 
the clerical population. Think of 
it a clinical trial. If the perceived 
plan works it could serve as a 
model for the universe.

The brilliance of His Holiness 
shines through. Elderly men, 
married, single, gay or straight, 
fall prey to age appropriate 
sexual dysfunction. Therefore 
celibacy is not an issue. It suits 
the Pope as he continues to 
preach celibacy is a gift of the 
church, never to be eliminat-
ed. Observing, as we do, the 
continual onslaught of clerical 
sexual abuse, Pope Francis may 
have lost that battle, that that’s 
another story. 

How to choose these men for 
ordination? Only “viri probati,” 
men of proven character may ap-
ply “even if they already have an 
established and stable family,” 
according to a document pre-
pared for the Vatican’s summit 
of bishops last October. 

But, what about the wives? 
Or will the church follow the 
philosophy of universities across 
the land hiring men as presidents 
assuming their spouse will serve 
academia as a free asset, hosting 
receptions, organizing functions 
in the presidential residence, 
netting two for the price of one? 
Why not ordain wives also and 
be the torch bearer for equality?

The Second Stop
Armagh in Northern Ireland 

and the 1975 canonization of 

Oliver Plunkett who served as 
the archbishop of the Northern 
region. In 1681, found guilty of 
high treason by the British for 
promoting the Catholic faith. He 
died by hanging, and according 
to legend his decapitated head 
was utilized as a soccer ball. He 
was the last person to be mar-
tyred in England for the Catholic 
faith.

In my town of Dundalk, County 
Louth we paid great homage to 
Blessed Oliver Plunkett and of a 
summer evening often walked 
the few mile to his grotto, said 
our prayers and refreshed flow-
ers. Every year, school children 
in our locality were transported 
by train traveling over the River 
Boyne to Drogheda half way 
between Dundalk and Dublin. 
The yearly pilgrimage to the 
cathedral was significant. On the 
side altar the head of Blessed 
Oliver Plunkett was on display. 
We’d kneel enraptured, pray 
and gaze at the holy relic, the 
head of this man and in his face 
glimpsed serenity and anxiety. 
It was forever mesmerizing, and 
I prayed and pledged never to 
meet the same fate. 

Years passed. I often gazed at 
Oliver Plunkett’s holy picture, 
his cascading wavy hair shinning 
in the sunlight. In 1976, the 
American Bicentennial year, 
having spent nineteen years in 
the United States without setting 
foot in Ireland we took our three 
young daughters to meet their 
Irish cousins and tour the land. 
High on my to-do list was the side 
altar in Drogheda. We entered 
the cathedral, the interior cool 
and dark, comforted by the lin-
gering aroma of incense. Several 
nuns sat praying in pews at the 
side altar and one rose to turn 
on a light for American visitors. 
A generous gesture.

I fixed on Oliver Plunkett’s 
head. It was more a skull, small, 
brown wizen. My daughters stood 
back in awe and in uninhibited 
unison bellowed “Gross.” As I 
grappled with my own childhood 
memory, I explained the relic 
once had long hair. In my mind, 
obviously embellished, his face 
was robust, although I conced-
ed he looked dead. We left 

the church, the nuns no doubt 
stunned by the American chorus 
and drove in silence. Finally, the 
father of my children glanced 
back to the rear seat posing the 
question. “Is your mother nuts?” 
I have just advised them that in 
July a seven-foot bronze statute 

of Saint Oliver Plunkett was 
unveiled in Armagh’s St. Patrick 
Cathedral. The commemoration 
honored the patron saint and 
the significance of martyrdom 
then as now.

You are now free to roam on 
your own!

Undiplomatic Diplomacy
Was the British Diplomat cor-

rect in his critical assessment of 
President Donald J. Trump? If so, 
was his termination necessary? 
The infamous e-mail authored by 

Sir Kim Darroch, UK Ambassador 
to the United States made com-
ment about the dysfunctional 
and ineptness displayed by the US 
Commander In-Chief. Diplomats 
talk amongst themselves, sharing 
uproarious stories in confidence, 
while respecting their roles in 
foreign assignments. Diplomacy 
is key.

The sixty-five year old Knighted 
Ambassador was blindsided. His 
e-mail leaked to the news media  
and in a blink of an eye Sir Kim 
Darroch was persona-non-grata. 
He fell headlong into the bottom-
less political pits in the US and 
United Kingdom.  How quickly 
comes the fall from grace.

Lesson learned. The news 
media has its sources. Unwise to 
communicate even a tidbit that 
could blow up careers, lifestyles 
and status. Stick to the verbal 
credo. If something is verbalized 
it’s easier to make a stab at deni-
al.  Not so with the written word, 
it’s both sacred and permanent.  

At press time it matters little 
that colleagues throughout the 
Diplomatic Service agreed with 
Sir Kim’s political assessment. 

True to form, Trump lashed out 
referring to Sir Kim as the “wacky 
ambassador, proclaiming him  “a 
very stupid guy.” That was ut-
tered on a Tuesday in July but by 

Friday the commander-in-chief 
wished him well. We were awash 
in the tit-for-tat good ole boy 
lavatory name calling contest.

In mid-July Darroch resigned 
following publication of the leak 
which also referred to Trump as 
“clumsy.” An outstanding ex-
ample of a polite stiff-upper-lip 
British slur! Of course Trump fired 
back pulling no punches calling 
Sir Kim a “pompous fool.” Back 
in London European Minister Sir 
Alan Duncan commented that the 
UK Ambassador was thrown under 
the bus by British politicians.  
Another unnamed Foreign Office 
Minister reported the controver-
sial e-mail was not hacked but 
due to its criticism of the US 
President, was due to leak. 

Meanwhile a diplomats career 
is in shreds and the tut-tutting 
has not diminished. However 
a change of tone waifed into 
the Rose Garden when Trump 
announced he was advised that 
Sir Kim “actually said very good 
things about me and was sort of 
referring to other people in the 
leaked cable.” 

The beat goes on! 

Sir Kim Darroch
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Shana Pembroke is Chicago Rose of Tralee for 2019  
By Anne Marie (McGarry) McIntyre

On April 6 Shana Pembroke (pictured) 
was selected to represent Chicago at this 
year’s International Rose of Tralee Festival 
in August.  Shana was among twenty plus 
Chicago area women who interviewed 
in front of a large audience at the Irish 
American Heritage Center.  All of the fi-
nalists impressed the audience and judges 
as they presented their Chicago and Irish 
heritage, played a tune, performed a song, 
entertained with an Irish dance or comedy 
routine and gracefully responded to the 
interview questions. The Chicago Rose of 
Tralee Centre was proud to showcase the 
accomplishments of these amazing women.  

The newest Chicago Rose will head to 
Tralee in August, where Shana will join 
over thirty women from around the world 
hoping to be crowned the next Interna-
tional Rose of Tralee. This year marks the 
sixtieth anniversary of the Festival, Shana 
will attend various sponsored events, civic 
receptions, parades, and the Rose Ball, all 
while wearing her Chicago Rose sash, and 
proudly representing her beloved home-
town. Shana will be featured live on RTE 
television on the selection nights Rose of 
Tralee.  Be sure to tune in on August 26-27, 

the program will be live streamed 
from the Rose of Tralee webpage:  
https://www.roseoftralee.ie.  

Shana graduated from the Uni-
versity of Illinois and is currently 
pursuing a master’s degree in 
speech-language pathology at St 
Mary’s College, where she also 
runs a support group for indi-
viduals with Parkinson’s Disease.  
Shana plans to work with children 
on the autism spectrum and in-
dividuals who use augmentative 
and alternative communication, 
following graduation. 

When not pursuing her stud-
ies, you will find Shana running 
the Lakefront, competing in half 
marathons and volunteering for 
organizations like Girls on the Run 
Chicago and Chicago Autism Proj-
ect.    Shana is active in community 
theater, sings, dances and was 
member of top ten internation-
ally-ranked collegiate A Cappella 
group, No Comment A Cappella. 
She recently sang the National 
Anthem at the Twelfth annual Papa 
Hops Softball Tournaments hosted 
by the Tom Hopkins foundation 
which has raised thousands of 
dollars to support local families 
affected by cancer and a portion 

of the proceeds is also shared with 
ten Catholic grade schools. 

Shana’s father hails from Currow, 
Kerry and maternal grandparents 
come from Knock, Co. Mayo, she 
is the youngest of two sisters. Her 
parents and sisters will attend the 
Festival to cheer her on, family 
from Chicago, Kerry, Mayo, Dublin, 
and Toronto also plan to attend the 
festival and provide a magnitude 
of support.  Her family in Kerry 
are eagerly waiting for her arrival!

Since becoming the Chicago 
Rose, Shana represented the Chi-
cago Rose Centre as a volunteer at 
Gaelic Park Fest, Irish Fest at the 
Irish American Heritage Center, 
and she attended the New England 
Rose Selection night in Boston as 
well as Women of Concern awards 
ceremony, celebrating the accom-
plishments of women and girls 
around the world. Shana follows a 
long history of Chicago Roses and 
will no doubt represent the City 
of Chicago and the Irish Diaspora 
with grace, dignity and pride. Con-
gratulations from all of your fellow 
Chicago Irish Shana! 

Follow Shana’s travels and expe-
riences on Facebook and Instagram 
(@chicagoroseoftraleecentre)

http://mcnultyirishdancers.com
https://www.roseoftralee.ie
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Ireland
“Sure it’s fifty long years 

since I saw the moon beaming 
on those bright, manly forms, 
and their eyes with the hope 
gleaming.”

Sure, it’s fifty long years since 
my first trip to Ireland in August, 
1969.

We left from Chicago O’Hare 
on an Aer Lingus stretch DC8, 
we stopped in Montreal, Can-
ada. Shannon Ireland would be 
the next stop. The lights were 
turned down in the cabin and 
everybody tried to sleep.

Within a few hours it was 
dawn and the cabin comes to 
life, people are stirring about 
and the  window shades are 
opened. The stewardess passes 
out hot towels and a light break-
fast is served.

Then  the Irish coast comes 
into view and for the first time 
and you see the fields below, the 
40 shades of green! The plane 
gets closer to Shannon and 
finally you hear the screech of 
the tires as they hit the runway 
on August 23, 1969.

My sister, Jeanne, and I were 
greeted by our Uncle Pat Boyle, 
and his wife Maggie, along with 
our aunt, Margaret White. They 
watched the plane land from 
the observation deck on the roof 
of the terminal.

After clearing customs and 
collecting our bags we headed 
for the car, a Volkswagen Bee-
tle. Five adults and the baggage 
made for a snug fit!

Uncle Pat insisted that I drive 
and on the first left turn I went 
over to the wrong side of the 
road. I learned fast! Stay left!

Uncle Pat told me to stop at 
a pub in Foynes. He ordered 
drinks, and I insisted on paying. 
He said, “He is standing us to 
the drink!” I put money on the 
bar and I was told, “we don’t 
leave money on the bar.” It 
was a lesson on protocol in an 

Irish pub.
Off we went again, this time 

to Newcastle West. We stopped 
at John Michael Boyles house 
which they called the White 
House, as it was impeccably 
whitewashed.

We met John Michael and his 
wife, Ellie. Their daughter, Mary 
Jo, and her husband, Charlie 
Coughlin, owned a drapery shop 
in Newcastle West.

We arrived at White’s House 
in Tillaughna, a two story house 
where my sister Jeanne would 
stay. Ten minutes down the road 
in Ballinglanna, was the house 
where my father was born, and 
where I would meet my uncles, 
Terry, Tom and Jack and my first 
cousin, Tom.

By now I was exhausted and 
would spend my first night in 
the guest room. The room had 
more religious pictures, statues, 
rosaries and holy water from 
Lourdes, and Knock than I had 
ever seen before.

The double bed had at least 
six blankets on it and Maggie 
put two hot water bottles in it! 
One at my feet and the other 
by my back.

Finally, after a long day that 
started the day before, I conked 
out.

I awoke to a thunderous noise 
as the cows were heading for 
the milking parlor. From the 
pasture, they came up the 
boreen and around the corner 
of the house where I slept. I 
thought it was an earthquake! 
Hooves clattering on the con-
crete between the house and 
the milking parlor.

At breakfast I was seated 
alone at the head of the table 
in the dining room. There was 
a shot of whiskey on the table, 
and Maggie came in with the 
teapot and said, “will I let it 
out to you?” I figured out what 
she was actually saying, “should 
I pour the tea?” Breakfast was 
an fry with rasher and eggs. I 
soon discovered nobody went 
anywhere until after dinner 
which consisted of boiled bacon 
and green cabbage, and was 
served at Noon. I was anxious 
to go to Tralee.

It took me 3 days to adjust 
my hearing to the Kerry brogue.

One of the questions I was 
asked was, “did we really walk 
on the moon?” Uncle Pat was 
convinced it was filmed in the 
desert in New Mexico. They 
had a small black and white TV 
with one channel, RTE 1. (to be 
continued in September issue).

Holy Family Church
Cardinal Blase Cupich plans 

to discontinue Masses at Holy 
Family, merging Holy Family 
with Notre Dame parish.

In an Irish enclave, Holy Fam-
ily was built to serve the Irish 

Community.
Founded in 1857 and dedicat-

ed in 1860, it’s the Second old-
est Catholic Church in Chicago. 
The church survived the Chicago 
Fire 1871, and should be on the 
National Historic Register

The Church is owned by the 
Society of Jesus

Brother Thomas Mulkerins S.J. 
from the Village of Clydagh,  
County Galway, wrote the his-
tory of Holy Family Church.

Now the Archdiocese is also 
planning to close St Adalbert’s 
Catholic Church located on 
17th St., between Paulina St., 
and Ashland Ave., in the Pilsen 
neighborhood. The Archdiocese 
will be closing more historic 
Chicago churches because of 
the high cost of maintenance , 
like roofing and tuck pointing. 
Reason being is the high cost of 
the sex abuse scandal. 

Please send a letter to Cardi-
nal Blase Cupich, ℅ Holy Family 
Cathedral, 730 N Wabash Ave, 
Chicago, IL 60611 and tell him 
to stop closing these churches.

Nike / Kapernick
Nike pulled shoes off the mar-

ket with the Betsy Ross flag on 
them because Colin Kapernick 
and others felt the flag is an 
offensive symbol because of its 
connection to an era of slavery.

How ignorant can he be? Betsy 
Ross was a Quaker. Quakers were 
Abolitionists. Some Quakers 
helped ban slavery in England. 
Some Quakers were vital to the 
American Underground Railroad 
to free slaves. Objecting to the 
Betsy Ross flag, because it rep-
resents slavery, shows complete 
and utter ignorance of history 
by Kapernick, and the decision 
makers at Nike. 
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Office 773.935.4466
Voice Mail: 773.687.5181

Cell: 773.704.4250
Efax: 781.609.9527

Lakeview
1457 W Belmont
Chicago IL 60657

Royal George Theater
1641 N. Halsted, Chicago

Bible Bingo
Fridays at 8 p.m. & 
Saturdays at 8 p.m.

Royal George Theater
1641 N. Halsted, Chicago

For tickets: 312-988-9000

Bible Bingo
Fridays at 8 p.m. & 
Saturdays at 8 p.m.

Group discounts
are available.

For tickets: 312-988-9000

Tickets are $30. 
Group discounts are available.

“Filled with Catholic humor.” -- 
New City Chicago

Now in its 6th year

“Bible Bingo is a really good show,” says Theatre by Numbers.  
“A number of people get together to have some munchies and drinks.  
They play a few rounds of Bingo while they laugh, sing, chat, 
and goof around.  It is a beautiful thing.”

“A fresh new twist on bingo.”
--The Chicago Stage Standard

by Vicki Quade

Tickets are $30
For tickets: 312-988-9000

Group discounts
are available.Tickets are $30

A Comedy with God, Games, & Goofy Prizes!A Comedy with God, Games, & Goofy Prizes!

Now in its 24th year

Late Nite Catechism
By Vicki Quade & Maripat Donovan

5 p.m. Saturdays &
2 p.m. Sundays

www.nuns4fun.com

 Team Spirit
Recently I was discussing the 

aspects and necessity of Team-
work with some people when 
the following anecdote sprang to 
mind. It was relayed to me some 
years ago and it is a true story. 
Individuals do not win games. 
Teams do.

Back in 1968 at NASA prior to 
the launch of Apollo 11 on the 
Lunar Voyage, it was decided 
that the top brass from the 
Pentagon would travel down to 
NASA to see how things were 
going in readiness for the launch 
the following year. Upon arrival, 
they had a meeting with the local 
Management Team and then after 
it concluded they decided they 
would go on a walk about to meet 
some of the people involved.

As this might of American 
military proceeded down the 
corridor, their first sighting was 
an elderly gentleman mopping 
up the floor. They decided to 
stop. ‘Who are you and what do 
you do here?’ Inquired the 5 Star 
General, expecting an answer 
like ‘I clean the floors’

The elderly cleaner looked him 
squarely in the eye, and with a 
proud voice said, ‘I’m helping to 
put a man on the moon’

Yes, in relation to the Engineer 
who was designing the electronic 
circuits, he was only a humble 
cleaner, but he also knew that 
his good efforts and working 

as part of a Team would help 
everybody achieve the goal. And 
it did on that very historic day in 
July 1969.

Finding Your Talents
During the late 1970’s and 

early 1980’s Apple Computer 
were going through an enormous 
amount of growing pains. The 

founder, Steve Jobs, decided to 
look around for an experienced 
CEO who would bring Apple on 
this great journey. His choice 

was John Sculley who at the time 
was in charge of Pepsi. He tried 
everything to lure John to Apple 
but was not having much success. 
One day, John Sculley changed 
his mind and joined Apple when 
he got the following 2 line memo 
from Steve Jobs...

‘Hi John, do you want to make 
sugared water for the rest of your 
life, or do you want to change the 
world?’- Steve

John Sculley joined Steve Jobs 
at Apple and began a golden age 
for the company with the birth 
of Macintosh.

From time to time we need to 
ask ourselves the same question. 
Are we planted firmly in our 
comfort zone making ‘sugared 
water’? Do we have talents and 
abilities that we are not using 
because we are afraid of making 
that great leap of faith in our-
selves? Stop the roller coaster 
now and then, get off, and take a 
deep look inside at what you are 
doing at the moment. If you do 
not like what you see, plan the 
changes that will give you a more 
contented and fulfilling working 
and family life. We, ourselves, 
are the greatest barriers to em-
brace change. Now and then it 
is good to pause in our pursuit 
of happiness and just be happy.

http://www.euroshippers.com
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Beautiful Oceanfront
Cottage in Dingle for rent

Remodeled and furnished. 4 bed-
room, 4 bath with a fabulous view 
of the ocean at the mouth of Dingle 
harbor. Short walk to beach and only 
two miles from Dingle town. Sleeps 
8-10. Call Colleen 312-399-8793

Be Careful 
Where You Park!

Hello August! Isn’t the summer 
flying by? I hope you are all hav-
ing a great one. I am going back 
to Ireland this month for a few weeks to 
visit my family. I cannot wait to go and 
see everyone and smell the green green 
grass of home! This month I wanted to 
talk to you a little about what to do if 
you get hurt on City of Chicago Property 
or if you feel that the City of Chicago is 
someway responsible for your injuries.  

Cases against the City of Chicago 
are inherently difficult for a number of 
reasons. They carry with them peculiar 
nuances and specific time sensitivities 
and if so if you believe you have been 
hurt on City Property or that the City of 
Chicago is in some way to blame for you 
sustaining an injury I urge you to give 
me a call as soon as you can so we can 
discuss the particulars. 

This month’s column I draw your 
attention to a surprising decision from 
Illinois’ First Appellate District, where 
the Court dismissed the case of a person 
who injured themselves stepping into a 
5-foot pothole. The basis for the ruling? 
The location of where the injured person 
had parked her car. The lawsuit was filed 
against the City of Chicago for negligent 
maintenance of the street, in allowing 

an enormous pot hole and potential 
fall risk to remain in the street unfixed 
and uncovered. In deciding the case 
the Court focused on the fact that the 
injured person’s car was parked in a way 
that partially extended into a section 
of  a yellow-painted curb, indicating a 
fire hydrant zone and thus in an area, 
the court opined was not intended for 
parked cars.  

People have the right to sue an Illinois 
municipality like the City of Chicago,  
if they are injured because of an act 
or omission by the municipality. That 
is, because the City failed to do some-
thing or because the City did something 
negligently.  

However, there are laws that protect 
the City, based upon the conduct that 
allegedly caused the injury. One such 
rule that must be considered is that 
an injured person must prove that the 
Defendant in a case, owed the Plaintiff 
or the injured person  a “duty” under 
the law. This is mandatory under Illinois 
law. This means that your lawyer must 
determine the rule that applies to the 
Defendant and confirm that the facts 
show the driver, City, doctor, retail 
store, etc. owed you that duty at the 
time you were injured. 

In the case involving the 5 foot pot-
hole, the Court had to determine if 
the duty that the City of Chicago had 
to maintain the street in a “reasonably 
safe condition”, actually applied to a 
person who was violating an ordinance 
(because of where the injured person 
had parked her car).

In that case, the injured person had 
parked her car on a City of Chicago 
street to visit her parents. The car was 
parked in such a way,  that part of the 
vehicle covered the part of the curb 
that was painted yellow adjacent to 
the fire hydrant placed along the street. 
However, the other half of her car was 
in a legal parking zone. The pothole into 
which she fell was located in the street, 
in an area where it was legal to park.

When Ms. Ramirez got hurt, she was 
actually walking around the front of 
her car  and thus was injured in an 
area where it was legal for her to park.  
Even though that is where she encoun-
tered the pothole, the Court examined 
whether Ramirez was an “intended 

and permitted user” 
of the street. The City 
argued that she was 
not, because she was 
violating the traffic law 
by having half of her 

car parked in front of a hydrant.  
The Appellate Court, in a 2-to-1 deci-

sion, agreed with the Circuit Court who 
threw out the claim initially and said that 
Ramirez was not an intended user of that 
part of the street and thus the City did 
not owe her any duty to maintain the 
street in that area and thus she had no 
case.  One of the Judge’s Justice Harris 
dissented from the majority; relying 
on the fact that Ramirez was walking 
in the area where it was legal to park 
her car and that the front half was le-
gally-parked and that the back half (in 
the yellow zone) was not pertinent to 
the reasons she fell. He was however in 
the minority and outvoted by the other 
judges. Ms. Ramirez’s case was therefore 
not allowed to continue, and she has no 
recourse for the very severe injuries that 
she suffered. 

The lesson to be learned from all of 

this  - watch for street signs and mark-
ings when parking your car.  This case 
underscores the importance of paying 
attention to your surroundings. Seeing 
the pothole and avoiding it will obviously 
keep you safe but sometimes hazards 
and defects are hard to see. If you find 
yourself in a situation where you are 
injured, by a defect or hazard on a City 
street or property, be sure not to be in 
a technical violation of street or traffic 
laws when you park, or you might be 
deprived of your access to justice just 
like Ms. Ramirez was. If you are injured 
on City property or feel that the City is 
in some way to blame for you sustaining 
an injury – please reach out as soon as 
possible so we can discuss all the facts.

         *Caroleann Gallagher is an Irish 
born Attorney now practicing in Chica-
go. She concentrates her practice in 
all areas of personal injury, including 
medical malpractice, motor vehicle 
accidents, premises liability, nursing 
home abuse and neglect and workman’s 
compensation. She can be reached at 
cgallagher@dwyercoogan.com or on 
312-543-4642

Gallagher’s 
Advice

By Caroleann
Gallagher

mailto:cgallagher@dwyercoogan.com
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Southside home of  
Traditional Irish Music 

 
John Williams sessions Tues, Wed, Friday & Sat 

 
Early learners session Wednesday 

OPEN LUNCH & DINNER EVERYDAY. LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY      

Get Lucky at Clancy’s!         
$5 Free Gaming Play OR $3 Off food order 

$10 Minimum Purchase, dine-in only 

 

Book your Graduation 
party or catering now! 
Be the party hit and bring our 

famous Pot Roast Rolls or Irish 
Spring Rolls. 24 pc  trays $24 

Limit one per person. Not valid with any other offer 
including $10 Mad Monday pizza special. Management 

may revoke promotion at any time.   
Must present original coupon. 

FAMILY 
FRIENDLY 

 
Clancy’s is a family friendly Irish Pub with 

great thin crust pizza, Corned beef, Pot 
roast, Fish & Chips, Shepherds Pie and of 

course our famous Pot Roast Rolls and  
Irish Spring Rolls. Please join us. 

From The Ashes
Our Lady of the Angels. The name 

conjures appalling images, not only for 
Chicagoans, but for many across the nation. 
Images of children injured by leaping from 
windows, burned by the deadly flashover, 
crushed as the roof collapsed. 
And news photos of horrified 
firemen carrying lifeless young 
bodies from the burning West 
Side school. 92 Catholic angels 
and three of their teacher nuns 
died that infamous December 
day in 1958.

A new, modern, safer Our 
Lady of the Angels School rose up and 
opened in September 1960, helped by 
donations that arrived from around the 
world. But the flames had seared the heart 
of the Humboldt Park community. Many 
parishioner families, mostly Italian, and 
generations of Polish, German, and Slavic 
Americans left, many for western suburbs.

The West Side was changing as well; and 
In 1989 St. Francis of Assisi School merged 

with Our Lady of 
the Angels. After 
the class of 1999 
the Archdiocese 
closed the school 
altogether. Two 
charter schools 

followed. Both have also closed.
IrishTV.US visited the parish, now Our 

Lady of the Angels Mission, last month. It 
was my wife, Dorothy who suggested it. 
In her years as nurse at Loyola Universi-
ty Medical Center she had worked with 

Kate O’Leary from Chicago’s 
South Side. Not long ago, 
after dedicating the best of 
her intensive care training 
to treating her father, a 
WWII veteran, in his home 
during his last year, Dorothy 
was left with a roomful of 
medical supplies. Wanting 

to donate them where needed, she consult-
ed her nursing colleagues and discovered 
that not only was her old colleague Kate 
working at a mission in Chicago, but she was 
now Sister Kate of a brand new order: The 
Franciscans of the Eucharist at Our Lady of 
the Angels Mission.

The order has been working hard for 
years to help renew a neighborhood that 
Father Bob Lombardo, founder/ director 

of the Mission told me: “is one 
of the most needy and sadly, 
dangerous neighborhoods in 
the United States of America”. 
When we arrived to tape that 
sunny July morning, the neigh-
borhood did look run down, 
overused, but not overtly so 
threatening. Perhaps that’s 
why volunteers are warned sternly to not 
ever venture more than a block beyond the 
mission. One thinks of the Alamo.

Beyond the old church and the newer 
school (now being converted to a retreat 
house) and the convent, there is a feeling of 
renewal. A building has been razed, waiting 

for a sports field. Next door is a parking lot 
that now hosts the monthly food pantry. 
Beyond that is Kelly Hall, managed by the 
YMCA. At 8AM trucks are unloading pallets 
of fresh fruits and vegetables, canned goods 
and other staples. Up by the church tables 
are being set up for distribution of clothing. 
Neighbors are lining up to haul away today’s 
special feature: one of the spotless new 
plastic-wrapped white mattresses stacked 
at the school building for “mattress day”.

Volunteers from across the city and 
beyond unload and bag the food on ta-
bles, then push shopping carts, helping 
the neighbors who arrive to collect their 
chosen goods.

I asked Sister Kate why she had left her 
nursing career to join the Franciscans of 
the Eucharist: “When I started working as 
a nurse I essentially was not 100%   fulfilled. 
There was something missing. The first few 
days I was at the hospital I had this thought 
in the back of my head that I just wanted 
to go to chapel and pray, and my thoughts 
never went away. So I started praying and 
started asking God what He wanted, in-
stead of finding what I wanted to do, and 
ultimately, to make a long story short, He 
wanted me to serve as a sister; to become 

a sister.
Did you find that truth 

difficult? “It was difficult 
in the sense that I didn’t 
really know what the whole 
goal, what the vocation 
really meant. So there 
was a learning curve for 
that. I had to discern and 

go to other communities and really pray 
about what God was asking me to do. But 
once I found the call, once I really get into 
God‘s will and was at that place, it was 
wonderful- and a wonderful feeling that 
I could do this. With God’s help all things 
are possible. “

In 2012 Sister Kate was one of two 
original novices to profess First Vows 
in the order of the Franciscans of the 
Eucharist, established by Cardinal 
George in 2010 with Father Fr. Bob 
Lombardo, director of Mission of Our 
Lady of the Angels, as superior.

I asked Father Bob about one of 
his favorite axioms: You say, “If you 
can’t see Christ in the Eucharist you 
can’t see him in the poor”. Could you 
expand on that? “Well, as Catholics 
we believe that a miracle takes 
place at every mass Where bread 
and wine are changed into the body 
soul and divinity of Jesus Christ… So, 
by saying “do this in remembrance 
of me” He was telling the apostles 

remember Me. Relive this and I am here 
present. We see on the road to Emmaus 
that the two followers of Christ on the road 
to Emmaus encountered the Lord, but it 
wasn’t until the ‘breaking of the bread’ that 
they recognized that it was the Lord. So we 
believe that God Jesus Christ through God 
true man is truly present in the Eucharist, 
the bread and wine that become the body 
and blood soul and divinity of Jesus. So 
to be able to recognize, experience, our 
Lord in the Eucharist in a mysterious way 
allows us to, in a mysterious way, to see 
Christ in the poor. In Matthew 25 our Lord 
said very clearly “whatever you did to the 
least little one you did to me”. So there’s 
that connection there how we treat other 
people is basically how we’re treating our 
lord disguised as someone in need: hungry, 
thirsty, not clothed properly, not well, ill 
or in prison. So the connections are very 
much rooted in the Gospels and they are 
very real to us.”
© 2019 Michael P Morley
Watch online: http://IRISHTV.US
Facebook: Irish Eye / IrishTV.US  Chicago cable 
TV: Channel 19: Monday 7PM, Tuesday 2PM
Comcast: NORTH suburbs: Channel 19 or 35: 
Tuesday, 6PM West suburbs: Chl 19 Tues., 7:30

Sister Kate

Father Bob
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MAKING WAVES: 
THE GALWAY SHOWCASE

Milwaukee Irish Fest is excited to feature the vibrant music and culture of Galway! In 2020, Galway will reign as the European Capital 
of Culture, which is one of the most recognized EU projects. The initiative began in 1985, with the idea to put specific regions at the 
heart of cultural life across Europe. Through culture and art, European Capitals of Culture improve the quality of life in the selected 
regions and strengthen the sense of community. 
The concept for Galway2020, as the European Capital of Culture, is Making Waves. It is about creating new ways of thinking, new 
ways of working, new conversations and new partnerships aimed for ensuring a more creative Galway. Galway2020 will explore 
themes of Migration, Landscape and Language – to celebrate the diversity of cultures in Europe on the backdrop of Galway whilst 
promoting the city, county and the collective imagination of the Galway region. 
The Galway showcase at Milwaukee Irish Fest is presented by the festival, Galway2020 and Culture Ireland. 

Showcase Performers: 
BackWest – a highly energetic four piece group that consists of 
Irish traditional music and dance
The Kane Sisters – a traditional Irish fiddle-playing duo from 
Connemara
Leo Moran & Padraig Stevens – a folk duo, both of whom 
were a part of The Saw Doctors
We Banjo 3 – a set of two brothers performing a blend of tra-
ditional, folk and bluegrass music
The Whileaways – a captivating group performing original 
Irish roots music

Culture
In the Cultural Pavilion, you will find exhibits and displays featuring the art and history of Galway, such as the Galway Historic Maps 
Exhibition, which is a part of the Royal Irish Academy’s Irish Historic Towns Atlas series. Author Paul Walsh and Jennifer Moore 
from the RIA will be available to offer further insight. 
In the Hedge School pavilion at Irish Fest, you can listen in on a presentation from Paul Walsh about renaissance Galway, in the 
mid-seventeenth century. Walsh will also launch his new book in the Hedge School, called Renaissance Galway, Delineating the Sev-
enteenth-Century City.
This year’s exhibit in the Meehan Boat House (an area that displays currach boats for fest-goers to see along with historical facts) will 
feature the famous Galway Hooker sailboats, brought to you by the Milwaukee Currach Club and the Galway City Museum. There 
will also be a 3D model of the famous Galway Bay, as well as a display of sails and rigging systems.
This year’s Chef at the Callen Celtic Kitchen at the festival will also be a part of the Galway showcase. Chef Martin O’Donnell from 
County Galway will host cooking demonstrations throughout the festival weekend. With a style of cooking that focuses on local and 
seasonal ingredients – traditional dishes with a contemporary twist - Martin’s passion is using local producers who are passionate 
about their produce. True to the region, True to the season. View the Celtic Kitchen schedule at irishfest.com or on the official festival 
app, which is available for free to download on Apple or Android devices.
More information about the cultural highlights of the Galway showcase will be available at irishfest.com. 

We Banjo 3

http://www.irishfest.com


Milwaukee Irish Fest Summer School – Music Classes and More
August 12 – 16 at the CelticMKE Center in Milwaukee, Wisconsin

The Kane Sisters – Friday Fiddle Workshop
The Kane Sisters, Liz and Yvonne Kane, will discuss the life and 
tunes of Galway fiddle player and composer Paddy Fahey in this 
special Friday workshop. Fahey had written nearly 60 tunes in the 
traditional vein, which the Kane Sisters will put a spotlight on. 
Note that Friday music workshops are not for beginner players 
and are geared towards musicians at the intermediate/advanced 
level. This workshop takes place on August 16 at 10:45 am. 
Fergal Scahill – Fiddle Variation, Innovation and Improvisation
One of the most renowned fiddlers in Irish music, and a part of 
We Banjo 3, Fergal Scahill will show you how to spice up your 
music and guide you through building variations and impro-
vising on Irish tunes. This class runs from August 13 through 
August 15 (three days) and is for players in the intermediate to 
advanced level, with a minimum of 5 years of playing.
Dom Keogh – Bodhrán Classes 
From County Mayo, Dom Keogh (founding member of Morga) 
will teach two bodhrán classes and a Friday bodhrán workshop. 
Keogh’s Intermediate bodhrán class will focus on the develop-
ment of core motor rhythms and how to build rhythms using 
tones and dynamics. The intermediate class runs from August 
13 to August 15 (three days). Keogh’s advanced bodhrán class 
will focus on player development, knowledge of the instrument 
and styles of some key players in the development of the modern 

bodhrán and more advanced rhythm signatures. This class runs from 
August 13 to August 15. 
Connla – Whistle, Harp, Uilleann Pipes, Guitar, and Song
Learn from the members of Connla! Ciaran Carlin will work with tin 
whistle students in both intermediate and advance whistle classes. 
Emer Mallon will teach a variety of skills and techniques to expand 
their Harp skills in an Irish Harp class for both intermediate and 
advance level students. Conor Mallon will guide students through 
uilleann pipe fundamentals in his Uilleann Pipes class, which will also 
focus on how to achieve the best quality tone from the instrument. 
Paul Starrett will guide guitarists through an exploration of Irish guitar 
accompaniment using the Drop D tuning in his Irish Guitar Accom-
paniment class. Lastly, Ciara McCafferty will teach songs of the North, 
an exploration of songs from the North of Ireland, around her home 
of Derry. While you don’t have to be a singer to take this class, Ciara 
will also offer advice and feedback on students looking to improve 
upon their vocal technique. All of these classes will run from August 13 
through August 15 (three days). 
Shane Hennessy - Guitar class and workshop
Virtuoso guitarist and composer Shane Hennessy will teach an Irish 
Guitar class that will focus on backing, flatpicking and fingerstyle tech-
niques, both in Irish guitar style and bluegrass. This class runs from 
August 13 through August 15 (three days). On Friday, August 16 he’ll 
also teach a workshop on Fingerstyle Guitar Techniques.

From August 12 to 16, kids and adults are invited to experience a week of hands-on learning at the Milwaukee Irish Fest Summer 
School. This year’s Summer School features over 50 classes that showcase the rich music, culture, art, history and traditions of 
Ireland, Irish America and other Celtic nations.
Whether you’re a beginner or seasoned musician, advance your skills with music classes that focus on a variety of Celtic music 
styles and instrumentation. From bodhrán to fiddle, from guitar to singing, there are opportunities for every one of all ages and 
music capabilities. 
The Summer School music classes are taught by world renowned musicians, from Ireland and also Milwaukee.  
Below are some can’t miss classes: 

http://www.irishfest.com


A List of Beginner Classes Available – 
taught by Milwaukee Instructors

Bodhrán, Beginner – Scott Cincotta
Intro to Irish Fiddle – Ed Paloucek
Intro to Guitar Accompaniment (standard tuning) – 
Randy Gosa
Whistle, Beginner – Brett Lipschutz
Irish Harp: Extremely Slow Airs – Kim Robertson

Cultural Classes for Song Enthusiasts and Singers
In addition to Ciara McCafferty’s Songs of the North class, check 
out other opportunities below that touch on Irish song traditions 
and vocal techniques. 

Songs of Peace – Tommy Sands
Tommy Sands has been praised as one of the most powerful song-
writers of our time. This class will focus on the strong relationship 
between song and peace movements throughout the world. 

Improving Your Vocal Skills – Hank Cramer
Hank Cramer, a folk ballad singer from Washington, will lead a 
class on vocal techniques for folk singers. Key topics include breath 
support, projection, intonation, and voice exercises.

Sean-nos Song – Máire Ní Chéileachair
Explore sean-nos song with Máire Ní Chéileachair, winner of the 
2018 Corn Ui Riada, the premier award for sean-nos singing.

Cultural Class Highlights
Celtic Spirituality: Practices to Renew and Restore – 
Julianne Donlon Stanz
During this class, Julianna will guide participants through a sacred 
journey ground in the Celtic tradition through storytelling, music, 
poetry and art.

Irish Language – Beginner, Intermediate and 
Advanced classes

Celtic Calligraphy – Linda Lubner

Seo Linn Returns to teach Celtic Kids Camp
The Summer School Celtic Kids Camp offers kids ages seven to 
twelve the opportunity to immerse in Irish songs and culture in a 
three day program. Seo Linn returns for a second year to lead the 
camp in a unique, fun program full of exploring rhythm singing 
and Irish language. Kids will develop listening and responding 
skills through active participation in various music-infused exercis-
es and will also learn about performance, by learning a song in the 
Irish language. 
Seo Linn will teach the kids singing, drumming and recording 

skills, through recording technology, exercises, games and more. 
The Celtic Kids Camp runs August 13 through August 15 at the 
CelticMKE Center. 

Additional Opportunities
To kick off the Summer School week, there will be a welcome 
social, along with” Songs and Stories with Tommy Sands”, on 
Monday, August 12 at 7 pm. Meet Summer School instructors, 
fellow students, and listen to Tommy Sands share songs, stories 
that explore his music and life, moderated by Ed Ward. This lec-
ture is funded by the Eugene Byrne Memorial Lecture. The event 
is free to Summer School participants.
Instructor Showcase - enjoy a special showcase on Tuesday, Au-
gust 14 that puts a spotlight on the Summer School instructors. 
Get a sample of the talented instructors from near and far as they 
perform short sets of their music together. This event is free to 
Summer School participants. 
Learn more and Register
Classes are held at the CelticMKE Center in Milwaukee, WI as 
well as surrounding locations, all within walking distance. For a 
complete list of classes, instructors and to register, visit irishfest-
summerschool.com. Note that class sizes are limited to optimize 
the experience; so register early for a guaranteed spot. All regis-
trants will receive one complimentary ticket to Milwaukee Irish 
fest. The Summer School is a part of the CelticMKE organiza-
tion, a non-profit dedicated to sharing Celtic music, history and 
culture with people in the Greater Milwaukee area and across the 
world. 
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Heroes Hut at Milwaukee Irish Fest is a covered rest area right 
along the shore of Lake Michigan, which offers complimentary 
snacks, non-alcoholic beverages and veterans resource informa-
tion. Heroes Hut is open to active and retired military members, 
veterans of all military branches, first responders and up to three 
accompanying family members. 
Heroes Hut honors heroes of all ethnic backgrounds, not just the 
Irish. 
Hours: 
 • Friday: 4:00 – 8:00 pm 
 • Saturday: 12:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
 • Sunday: 11:00 am – 7:00 pm
The Grand Valley State University Veterans History Project will be 
at this year’s festival. The Veterans History Project was established 
in 2006 to collect, record and archive oral history interviews and 
other materials relating to the experiences of military veterans 
of all eras, as well as civilians and foreign nationals with stories 
relating to the American experience in wartime. The VHP works 
in partnership with the Library of Congress’s (the second-largest 
library in the world) Veterans History Project. As an archiving 
partner, interview videos and materials are uploaded on a website 
that is a part of the Special Collections of the GVSU library, where 
people can research and learn about war histories, first-hand.
The GVSU Veterans History Project and Milwaukee Irish Fest 
will conduct oral history interviews during the festival. If you are 
a veteran or know someone who is a veteran, or if you are not a 

Heroes Hut and the GVSU Veterans History Project – 
Interviewing Veterans

veteran but was affected by one of the wars, please consider contacting 
the fest about being interviewed. There will be a set up in a private, 
quiet area on the grounds for folks to come in and share their experi-
ences. 
The Veterans History Project is interested in the stories of all veterans, 
whether combat or not. Only a small percentage of wartime veterans 
fought on the front lines, but they could not have done what they did 
without large numbers of personnel supporting them.  Share your 
story to help preserve history. These stories are a reflection of the past 
and a reminder of what the price of freedom cost and the personal 
sacrifices made, for us all.
To sign up to be interviewed during the festival, or to recommend a 
friend or relative to be interviewed, please contact Melissa Ward at 
media@irishfest.com. Interviews will be scheduled and conducted 
throughout the festival weekend. To learn more about the GVSU Vet-
erans history project, visit gvsu.edu/vethistory/.
Admission to Festival
Active military receive free admission at any gate, during all four days 
of the festival, plus one guest, with valid ID. 
First Responders will receive free admission at any gate, with valid ID, 
on Saturday, August 17, between the hours of 12 and 4 pm. There will 
be a First Responders commemorative presentation at 3:45 pm that 
day at the Miller Lite stage.
Veterans and military personnel receive free admission, plus one 
guest, with valid ID on Sunday, August 18, during operating festival 
hours, 11:00 am to 10:00 pm, at any gate.
View ticket deals and festival info at irishfest.com. 
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Over 100 acts perform across the 4 
days at Milwaukee Irish Fest, on 16 
stages. From regional and local acts 
to internationally touring acts, per-
formers come from all over the world. 
Rather than focus on a singular genre, 
Milwaukee Irish Fest strives to diver-
sify its line-up, so that there’s music 
for everyone to enjoy. You’ll hear 
everything from Irish trad and tra-
ditional folk, to indie-rock and even 
bluegrass. Below are some artists to 
check out at this year’s festival.

Elephant Sessions
Hailing from the Highlands of Scotland, 
Elephant Sessions formed in 2012. Creat-
ing a progressive blend of intricate tunes, 
engulfing guitars, with a bass and drum 
heavy backline, their music combines the 
very best of trad, funk and electronica 
resulting in a new and exciting sound. 
Gigging extensively around the UK, 
they swiftly built a fan base and went on 
to release their debut album The Elu-
sive Highland Beauty in 2014 to critical 
acclaim. This album and its subsequent 
tours and festival appearances saw the 
band winning the Best Up and Coming Act category at the BBC Alba 
Trad Music awards in 2014. Already renowned for their breath-taking 
live shows the band began to gain success not just within the U.K but 

A Musical Taste of All Things Celtic
from Traditional Irish to the Contemporary Sounds of Today

also found themselves beginning to 
perform at some of the most pres-
tigious European Festivals. In 2018, 
the band also picked up the Live 
Act of the Year award at the BBC 
Scots Trad Music Awards, received 
a nomination for ‘Best Group’ in 
the BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards. 
Elephant Sessions will make their 
debut at Milwaukee Irish Fest this 
August.

Hermitage Green 
Hailing from Limerick, Ireland, 
Hermitage Green has made a large 
impact in a short period of time. 
The band has been touring inter-
nationally to sell out rooms across 
Ireland, the UK, Middle East, Aus-
tralia, Canada and the US. Famed 
for their energetic live performanc-
es, the five members of Hermitage 
Green are something exciting and 
new, with hard-hitting rhythm 
sections driven by the tribal com-
bination of bodhrán and djembe, 
rhythmic guitar lines with Dobro 
melodies and soaring four-part 
harmonies. Incendiary live perfor-

mances and a unique and innovative arrangement of instruments 
help give Hermitage Green their distinctive live sound. This year 
will mark their second festival appearance.

Elephant Sessions

Hermitage Green

Failte Club VIP
Experience Milwaukee Irish Fest in an exclusive setting with Failte 
club. Failte Club VIP offers access to two upper decks that overlook 
the Miller Lite stage and Aer Lingus stage; the upper decks provide an 
elevated view so you can see your favorite acts perform such as The 
High Kings, emerging talent and more.
Entry int Failte Club includes:

* 2 complimentary beverages (beer, wine, soda and water)
* An incredible view at two different upper decks

* Come and go access to both upper decks
* Private restrooms

* Complimentary Snacks
* Private Bar (beer, wine, Jameson, premium Irish whiskey, 

Five Farms Irish Cream, soda and water) 
A 3-day pass is available so that you can enjoy performances from 

Friday through Sunday: single day passes are available as well so 
that you can choose which days you want to go VIP. 
Thursday is a preview night at Milwaukee Irish Fest, so the 
grounds are only partially opened.
The Aer Lingus upper deck will not be open on Thursday, but the 
Miller Lite stage upper deck will be open. this year, We Banjo 3 
will  perform on Thursday evening at the Miller Lite stage. This 
will be the only opportunity to view We Banjo 3 from the Failte 
Club Upper Deck (as We Banjo 3 performs at a different stage the 
rest of the weekend). A Failte Club pass for Thursday is available 
for only $20 USD

Failte club is general admission and includes seating and standing 
room. Capacity is limited to ensure a fun and comfortable setting. 
So get your Failte Club passes now for a guaranteed VIP spot. 
Admission to the festival is not included. Failte Club is available 
on-line at irishfest.com.
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Jameson Tastings
Whether you’re a first time whiskey drinker or an experienced 
connoisseur, come to the Jameson Whiskey Tasting location to 
sample six of the finest Jameson has to offer, including the Whis-
key Makers Series (The Distiller’s Safe, The Cooper’s Croze, and 
the blender’s Dog). The whiskey tastings are led by an official 
Jameson Irish whiskey Brand Ambassador from Ireland. The tast-
ings will be held at scheduled times throughout the weekend and 
by reservation only (reserve your spot at the tasting location on 
the grounds; no advance sales). Tasting times are Friday at 7pm 
and 8:15pm, Saturday at 12pm, 3:15pm, 5pm and 6:15pm, and 
Sunday at 1pm and 2:15 pm.

Family and Cultural Highlights
Milwuakee Irish Fest features a number of Irish sporting events 
and demonstrations over the course of the weekend. Check out 
currach races at the lagoon; catch hurling matches 
(the fastest game on grass) and visit the hurling 
cages!
Bring the whole family and enjoy a plethora of 
family-friendly activities in a dedicated children’s 
area on the grounds. There are parades, arts and 
crafts, kid-sized Irish sporting areas and two chil-
dren’s entertainment stages. Seo Linn will put on 
a children’s show and there will be Irish dancers, 
puippetry and other miusical entertainment. meet 
and of course pet some of Ireland’s most popu-
lar dog breeds in the Celtic Canines area, which 
features 8 different Irish dog breeds!
Modern Irish chefs show off their cooking skills 
in the Callen Celtic Kitchen at the festival. Check 
out a cooking demonstration and even sample 
some of the recipes made!
The festival also features more than 90 market 
place vendors, offering a wide variety of products 
with an Irish and Celtic theme. The Milwaukee 
Irish Fest retail store offers official shirts, caps, 
and more so plan to shop and get a souvenir!
Wander through the Cultural Village to see an Irish play, shop 
from Irish artisans, listen to the harp, and learn a few Gaelic 
language phrases. The Literary Corner gives you a chance to 
meet authors from Ireland and shop through hundreds of Irish 
and Celtic themed books, including children books. There’s also 
a hedge school which offers a series of informal lectures covering 
a variety of topics on Ireland - from historical topics to topics of 
modern day Ireland. James Silas Rogers from the University of 
St. Thomas in Minnesota will talk about the controversy sur-
rounding Frank McCourt’s Angela’s Ashes. Bryan Ridnflesch 
from Marquette University will talk about George Galphin and 
the Ulster Connections to Native America in the 1700’s. Other 
topics include the archaeology in Ireland, W.B. Yeats, renaissance 

Galway and the Irish harp.
Milwaukee Irish Fest has an entire area dedicated to learning more 
about your Irish roots - with professional genealogists on hand for 
consultations and research aid. In the Cultural Pavilion, you’ll 
see tons of art and history works displayed. This year there will be 
a display on the Maps of Connemara, on loan from the National 
University of Ireland, and a display of artwork from Irish painter Joan 
Finnegan.

Liturgy for Peace and Justice
On Sunday, August 18, his Excellency Bishop Brendan Kelly, of 
County Galway, will be the celebrant for the Liturgy for Peace and 
Justice, which will begin at 9:30 am. Born in Derrybrien in the parish 
of Ballinakill, Co. Galway on 20th May, 1946, Bishop Brendan studied 
for the diocesan priesthood in the Galway Diocese. In 2007 Bishop 
Bendan was named by Pope Benedict XVI as the Bishop of Achonry. 
In 2017 he was named as Bishop of Galway and Kilmacduagh and 

Apostolic Administrator of Kilfenora. 
Patrons are welcome to attend the Liturgy beginning at 9:30 am (with 
music from the Irish Fest Choir for Peace and Justice at 9 am) and 
will receive free admission immediately following to the festival with 
donations of non-perishable food items. Those donating food who 
choose not to attend the Liturgy will receive a hand stamp valid for 
free entry at any time that day during regular festival hours (11 am 
to 10 pm) or are welcome to remain in the designated section of the 
grounds until the festival opens. Ward’s House of Prime and Cladd-
agh’s Irish Pub will oen at 9 am for anyone interested in breakfast. All 
non-perishable food items will be donated to The Hunger Task Force.
For more details on family activities, cultural highlights and other fes-
tival information, please visit irishfest.com

Emma Langford
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    A Parting  Glass
“If I should rise, and you should not, I 

shall gently rise, and softly call, farewell 
and joy be with you all.”

  The Parting  Glass
Margaret R. Blackshere (nee Flenni-

ken). Loving mother of Michael (Catherine) 
and Thomas (Zoe); devoted grandmother 
of Michael, Alex, Quinn and Raquel Black-
shere; fond sister of Patricia (the late Le-
roy) Smith. Memorial visitation was held at 
Cooney Funeral Home, Park Ridge. Funeral 
was at St. Juliana Church. In lieu of flowers, 
donations to the Parkinson’s Foundation are 
appreciated.

Margaret was raised in 
North Venice, IL by her Moth-
er Frances and Aunt Margie.  
She began her career in 
education as a kindergar-
ten teacher in Madison, IL 
after obtaining her mas-
ter’s degree in education at 
Southern Illinois University 
in Edwardsville.  While attending SIUE she 
served as a student trustee and after com-
pleting her studies she served as a trustee 
after being appointed by the governor. She 
instigated an organizing drive that led to 
the Madison teachers joining the Illinois 
Federation of Teachers (IFT).

She served at all levels of the labor move-
ment from president of her local union(763) 
to statewide vice president of the IFT. In 
1993 she was elected  secretary-treasurer 
of the Illinois AFL-CIO- the million-member 
umbrella organization for all labor unions 
in the state.  She was later elected as 
president, serving two terms.   She was the 
first woman to hold that position. Margaret 
retired as president in February of 2007 and 
was given president emeritus .

Margaret’s work to elect worker-friendly 
legislators and state-wide officials has 
given Labor a strong voice in Springfield 
and Washington.  Her efforts on key state 
legislation like raising minimum wage, ex-
panding health care, enacting card check 
for public employees, revamping unem-
ployment insurance, and revising workers’ 
compensation laws, have been invaluable. 

But Margaret’s greatest contribution 
to Illinois’ Labor movement may be her 
capacity to unify diverse groups and build 
coalitions, both with the Labor movement 
and between Labor, small business and 
community and faith-based groups.  Mar-
garet has forged critical alliances with the 
Illinois Manufacturers Association to create 
and save manufacturing jobs in our state 
and with The Transportation for Illinois 
Coalition- a group of labor and business 

groups working to secure state and federal 
funds for Illinois’ infrastructure.  Margaret 
worked tirelessly to keep Illinois affiliates 
united and working together in political and 
legislative efforts when several internation-
al unions left the AFL-CIO.

Margaret has been involved in many or-
ganizations fighting for equality and social 
justice.  She served on IWIL and a variety 
of boards, councils and coalitions including 
United Way of Illinois, American Red Cross 
in Illinois, Chicago Council of Foreign Re-
lations, Unemployment Insurance Advisory 
Board, the Alliance of Retired Americans 
Executive Board, the Industrial Commis-

sion’s Self Insurer’s Advisory 
Board, the Chicago Metropolis 
2020 Board, the Illinois Wom-
en’s Institute for Leadership, 
the Transportation for Illinois 
Coalition, the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Chicago Advisory Coun-
cil and the Board of Trustees of 
the Global Solidarity Center in 
Washington, D.C.

Her awards include the Labor Leader 
Award in 2000 from the Labor Council for 
Latin American Advancement, the Israel 
Peace Medal in 2000 from the State of Is-
rael, and the Protector of Working People 
Award in 2002 from the Illinois State Crime 
Commission: She was Guest of Honor in 2003 
for Chicago’s St Patrick’s Day Parade and in 
1998 she was inducted into the Illinois Labor 
History Society’s Union Hall of Honor. She 
was a delegate to the Democratic National 
Convention, served as director of the Illi-
nois Democratic Coordinated Campaign in 
1990 and 1992, and was a member of the 
Democratic National Committee.

Anne R. (Etta) Farrelly, 90, of Na-
ples, FL died in the early morning hours of 
Sunday, May 19, 2019 at Arbor Glen at Arbor 
Trace. She had lived there for the past 7 
years and loved the community. Etta was 
born at home in Newry, Northern Ireland on 
July 15, 1928 a daughter of the late Daniel 
and Esther (McKeown) McDonnell.

In 1963 she immigrated to the United 
States. She would meet her future husband, 
Peter J. Farrelly in 1964 in Chicago, and 
on January 19, 1966, they were married in 
Dublin, Ireland. They were married 46 years 
until Peter’s untimely passing on 2-18, 2012.

They were residents of Glenview, IL until 
2009. They enjoyed traveling the world 
together and lived in the United States, 
Ireland, and New Zealand at various times.

Etta was an entrepreneur, having started 
numerous businesses with Peter, including 
the Irish Connoisseur and Celtic Currents 
retail shops in Glenview and Chicago, and 
All Things Irish Imports, specializing in fine 

Irish gifts. She re-
tired in 1998.

To  s i g n  he r 
guest  reg ister 
or to leave on-
line condolences 
please visit www.
ShikanyFuneral-
Home.com

Rita Emmett 75 Years Young
It is with a heavy heart that I announce 

that my grandmother, Rita Emmett, 
passed away on Thursday, July 18th sur-
rounded by the ones she loved most. She 
will be remembered in our hearts as a 
mother, wife, grandmother, aunt, friend, 
and lover of Irish heritage, music, books, 
craic, and people. 

She was a women who loved deeply, 
laughed loudly, sang proudly, and prayed 
passionately. Coming to the Irish Ameri-
can Heritage Center was something she 
was excited to do every time. She loved 
the relationships and the atmosphere 
that appeared the second she walked in 
the door. She made a point to teach me 
that Irish heritage isn’t just something 
that just our family should have, but 
that the Chicagoland Irish needed to 
learn its heritage too. She was a women 
who cared so greatly about every single 
person she came in contact with. 

Those who know her can’t help but 
smile as they think of all the sweet mo-
ments they had with her. Although she 
has passed, I know that we will never 
stop smiling when we think of her. Her 
time at the Center was spent with love, 
friendship, happiness, laughter, and ded-
ication, and she 
wouldn’t have 
spent it any 
other way. 

S h e  h a s 
passed away 
and left this 
side of eternity, 
but she will live 
on in our hearts 
and memories. 
She is so dear-
ly missed by so 
many already, but I know that I will 
one day see her again. A scripture that 
provided my family and my gram with 
comfort was “For I consider that the 
sufferings of this current time are not 
worth comparing to the glory that is to 
be revealed to us” Romans 8:18.

           Brynne Emmett
The Irish community lost two great 

women, Margaret Blackshere, and Rita 

Emmett, and I lost two old friends . . .  
 Tom Boyle, Boyle the Kettle

Rita was a shining light wherever she 
went. She was a founding member of the 
iBAM! committee, the Irish Books, Arts, & 
Music Celebration, and along with her loving 
husband, Bruce, they worked tirelessly to 
see that iBAM! was a success.

Rita knew she had cancer, but she went 
to Ireland in June anyway! I miss her.

    Cliff Carlson
Mickey Rahilly
Mickey had a great sense of humor and 

always brought a lot of laughs and fun to 
the FON Club.  He was very well-liked and 
will be missed greatly.  He often went to 
Gaelic Park, so there’s stories abounding 
about him everywhere!  Linda Green

Let the memory of Mickey (aka “Magic 
Feet”) be with us forever. Remember him 
when you listen to music, dance, play 
cards or tell a story.

83 years old, June 4, 1936 in Knock-
acorrin, Currow, Killarney, Co. Kerry, 
Ireland. Passed away July 3, 2019.

Of course, we will remember him for 
his humor, his love of all things Kerry, 
his famous battering steps, his hair and 
beard shaving for St. Baldrick’s, his 
Buck Set dancing, and him teaching his 
grandchildren and great grandchildren 
to perform the Brush Dance for us during 
Tea Time. He’s probably doing some she-
nanigans at the Upstairs Ceili right now.

“He was the most generous hardwork-
ing man I have ever meet. The legacy he 
left with me is work hard, help others but 
don’t enable them, family is everything 
be there for them, he leaves me with the 
love of Irish music and Irish dance. The 
most special man in my life.”

    Mary Theresa Rahilly (pictured)

Per Mickey’s final wishes a Celebration 
of his Life, Sunday, September 15, open 
house at Gaelic Park from 11 to 4ish. 
Come join us and enjoy some of his favor-
ite things! We will remember him forever.

http://www.ShikanyFuneralHome.com
http://www.ShikanyFuneralHome.com
http://www.ShikanyFuneralHome.com


38       Irish American News                “WE’VE ALWAYS BEEN GREEN!”         AUGUST 2019

The Michigan Irish American 
Hall of Fame has announced its 
2019 class of inductees. The Hall 
of Fames recognizes Irish Amer-
icans who have made important 
contributions in various fields 
in Michigan life. The honorees 
will be inducted in a ceremony 
at noon on Saturday, September 
14, 2019, at the Michigan Irish 
Music Festival in Muskegon, MI, 
on the Galway Stage. The public 
is invited to attend the ceremony 
and following reception.

In the category of Public 
Service, the Hall of Fame is 
honoring the most distinguished 
public leader in Michigan his-
tory, Frank Murphy. A native 
of the Lake Huron town of 
Harbor Beach, Murphy achieved 
the rank of Lt. Colonel while 
serving in the U.S Army in both 
World War 1 and World War II. 
After World War 1, he served 
as U.S. District Attorney for the 
Eastern District of Michigan. He 
next was elected as a Judge 
of Recorder’s Court in Detroit, 
and later was elected Mayor 
of Detroit. President Franklin 
Roosevelt then appointed him 
to serve as the Governor General 
and High Commissioner of the 
Philippines. Murphy returned in 
1936 to be elected Governor of 
Michigan for two years, when 
President Roosevelt appointed 
him as Attorney General of the 
U.S.  In 1940 President Roosevelt 
appointed Murphy as a Justice of 
the U.S. Supreme Court, where 
he served for nine years until his 
death in 1949 at age 59.

Also in the field of Public 
Service, the Hall of Fame is hon-
oring Austin “Barry” McGuire 
and Timothy “Tim” McGuire, 
the first father and son to be 

inducted as members. Barry Mc-
Guire, who died in 2012, was a 
U.S. Army veteran, and served as 
the Executive Director of the Mich-

igan Association of Counties from 
1968 until 1984, and Tim McGuire 
served as Executive Director of the 
Michigan Association of Counties 
from 1994 until 2016. Together 
they served a total of 38 years 
guiding and improving county gov-
ernment for the citizens of Mich-
igan’s 83 counties. Barry McGuire 
also was the Executive Director of 
the Michigan Automobile Dealers 
Association from 1984 until his 
retirement in 2001. Both Barry and 
Tim McGuire were appointed to 
numerous governmental commis-
sions and committees, and were 
respected by the leaders of both 
major political parties in Lansing 
and Washington.  Tim McGuire 
continues in his public service 
career as the Administrator of 
the Michigan Counties Workmens 
Compensation Fund. Both Barry 
and Tim have participated in 
many charitable activities, and 
Tim currently is a board member 
of Habitat for Humanity.

In the category of Arts and 
Entertainment, the Hall of Fame 
is proud to induct the preemi-

nent Irish fiddler Michael “Mick” 
Gavin.  A native of Ireland, Mick 
Gavin immigrated to Detroit in the 
1970’s. For the more than forty 
years, Mick has shared his love 
and talent as an Irish fiddler in 
Michigan.  Over the past decades, 
Mick has entertained at countless 
events, both Irish and non-Irish, 
and he has instructed numerous 
individuals including his own sons. 
Many of his students have gone 
on to win local and international 
awards. He has been a leader in 
the Detroit Irish Music Association, 
and has helped present cultural 
awareness programs in schools 
in the Detroit area.  Through his 
performances and other activities, 
Mick shares his knowledge of Irish 
traditions, history, music, dance, 
and language.  

 In the field of Education, the 
Hall of Fame has selected for 

membership Roger Schlosser. 
Roger is the retired founder and 
Director of the Irish Studies Pro-
gram at Grand Rapids Community 
College, believed to be the only 
Irish Studies Program at a commu-
nity college in the U.S.  In addition 
to his students studying on cam-
pus, Roger also took 14 groups of 
students to Ireland over the years. 
As part of those study trips, Roger 
arranged for the students to meet 
and interview many of the leaders 
on all sides of the Irish disputes.  
As an author, Roger has written 
3 historical novels related to the 
years of the Irish “Troubles.” 
He has also been the long-time 
President of the Gaelic League/
Irish-American Club of West Michi-
gan. As a side note, Roger built his 
home library to emulate the Long 
Room of the Trinity College Library 
in Dublin and his home library has 
28 foot high ceilings!

In the category of Philanthro-
py or Community Service, the 
Hall of Fame is recognizing Nora 
Ann Cassidy for her service to 
the Detroit Irish community. For 
more than 40 years she has been 
a volunteer devoted to all areas 
of metro Detroit Irish activities. 
She has held offices and/or been 
a leader in The Friendly Sons of St. 
Patrick, the United Irish Societies, 
the Gaelic League/Irish American 
Club of Detroit, and currently is a 
Board Member of the Motor City 
Irish Festival.  She has been key in 
the success of the competition for 
the selection of The Queen of the 
United Irish Societies, the Court of 
St. Bridget, and the work in Africa 
of the Irish Pallotine Fathers. In 
her youth she was a distinguished 
Irish step dancer, and she coached 
her daughter to qualify for the 
step-dancing “All World Finals” 
in Galway. She has mentored and 
promoted Irish dance schools in 
the Detroit area. In 2013 she was 
selected as the Grand Marshal 
of the Detroit St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade.

Also in the category of Philan-
thropy or Community Service, the 
Hall of Fame is honoring Patrick 
J. Johnson for his service to the 
Irish community in Southeast 
Michigan and beyond.  He is the 
Executive Director of the Mich-
igan Irish American Chamber of 
Commerce, and hosts a popular 
weekly Irish radio show from 
Detroit that also has national and 
international listening audiences, 
including Ireland. He has been the 
owner of Shamrock DJ Services 
for more than 20 years. He often 
volunteers his services as Master 
of Ceremonies at the Great Lakes 

Feis in Lansing, the Glass City feis 
in Toledo, the Motor City Irish Fes-
tival, the Detroit St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade, the St. Patrick’s Senior 
Center Irish Festival, the Ardan 
Academy Celtic Extravaganza, and 
other events. In 2011 he received 
the John Heinzman Sr. award for 
his dedication and support of the 
Great Lakes Feis. He is an active 
member of many Irish organiza-
tions in the Detroit area.

In the category of Religion, the 
Hall of Fame is honoring Brother 
James Boynton. He is a native of 
St. Ignace, Michigan, and attended 
Lake Superior State College before 
joining at age 20 the Jesuit order 
to become a Brother. He devoted 
many years of his ministry to 
missionary work in northern In-
dia, Mexico, and Haiti, and with 
migrant workers in northern Mich-
igan. For the past 20 years he has 
been a Religious Studies teacher at 
St. Ignatius High School in Cleve-
land and the University of Detroit 
Jesuit High School. He is also an 
accomplished Irish fiddle player, 
and was inspired by Irish fiddler 
Pat Bonner of Beaver Island, who 
is also a Hall of Fame member. 
Brother Boynton’s Christian life 
of service to others has been an 
example to all who know him.

The Michigan Irish American 
Hall of Fame was founded in 2012 
by the Muskegon Irish American 
Society, and is permanently dis-
played at Hennessy’s Irish Pub in 
Muskegon and on the Hall of Fame 
website. A traveling exhibit of the 
Hall of Fame is being planned to 
visit locations across Michigan. 
For information, visit the Hall of 
Fame at  http://www.michiganir-
ishamericanhalloffame.org

Michigan Irish American Hall of Fame 2019 Inductees

Frank
Murphy

(l-r): Sheila & Nora Ann Cassidy. pic Ray Skowronek/The  Macomb Daily

http://www.burkewhistles.com


Live Music in the Pub

Enjoy the Music & Spirit of the Irish in our
Authentic Pub Imported Directly From Ireland.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 7 DAYS • LIVE ENTERTAINMENT EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHT
• Daily Drink and Food Specials
• Expanded Pub Food and Appetizer Menu - Available Daily
• Pub Trivia every Tuesday, October-May starting at 7:30pm
• Every Thursday Traditional Music with Pat Finnegan & The Irish Musicians

6119 W. 147th Street • Oak Forest, IL
708.687.9323

www.chicagogaelicpark.org

A Cháirde

Fri     Aug 2 Liam Durkin 7:00pm
Sat    Aug 3 Rico Quinn 8:30pm
Wed  Aug 7 Week Back 6:00pm
   Ribs On The Patio
Fri   Aug 9 Joe McShane 7:30pm
Sat    Aug 10 Mulligan Stew 8:30pm
Wed  Aug 14 Frank Rossi 6:00pm
   Ribs On The Patio
Fri   Aug 16 Bernie Glim 7:30pm
Sat    Aug 17 Gerry Haughey 8:30pm
Wed  Aug 21 Joe McShane 6:00pm
   Ribs On The Patio
Fri   Aug 23 Jerry & Kara 7:30pm 
Sat    Aug 24  Chris James 8:00pm
Wed  Aug 28 Joe Cullen 6:00pm
   Ribs On The Patio
Fri   Aug 30 Kieran Byrne 7:30pm 
Sat    Aug 31  Fifty One Lincoln 8:00pm
NO COVER CHARGE

Irish festival season is still going 
strong, and I hope you have 
been to one or two this year.  
The Music is available year-
round in the Chicago area, 
and Gaelic Park is pleased to 
present Shane Hennessy on 
August 20th.  Shane is a brilliant 
“fingerstyle” guitarist from Car-
low , with a background firmly 
rooted in traditional Irish music.  
We are looking forward to a 
very good night.  

Wednesday Rib Nights on 
the Patio continue in August, 

and other anticipated events 
include our Irish Cultural Camp, 
which may be sold out by 
now(call the office), Lady of 
Knock Benediction, and the US-
GAA Central Division play-offs.  
The GAA games have been 
competitive this year, and we 
expect a high level of play at 
the semi-finals and finals.

Enjoy the rest of your summer.

Is mise le meas,

Bill O'Sullivan

Queen of HEARTS  
Draws on 

Sundays at 7:30pm

THERE’S ALWAYS 
SOMETHING 
HAPPENING 
AT GAELIC PARK...

THERE’S ALWAYS 
SOMETHING 
HAPPENING 
AT GAELIC PARK...
August 7-14-21-28  Barbeque on the Patio
August 13–15 Irish Cultural Camp
Our Lady of Knock  Monday, August 19th
Shane Hennessy Concert  Friday, August 23rd

Every Monday Set Dancing  -  7:30pm
Tuesdays - Pub Trivia
Every Tuesday, Ceili Dancing  -  7:30pm
           Ceili Lessons  -  7:00 pm
Sunday Evening CGP Radio Live WCEV 1450 AM 
7:05-8:00pm

Ladies Auxiliary - Next Meeting September 11th @ 
7:30pm

Monthly Mass & Breakfast  is the 2nd Sunday 
of the Month)   Next one being October 13th  -  
Reservations Required

WEBSITE CALENDAR SHOWS FULL MONTH

http://www.chicagogaelicpark.org


…I’m tellin’ ye 
now…If a fella 
used plain 
common 
sense an’a 
simple plan he 
need never 
get caught!...
and if you 

do not know what this is 
referring to, then surely you 
must come out to Gaelic Park 
Players production of Anyone 
Can Rob a Bank.  written by 
Thomas Coffey, performed as 
the Fall 2019 play.

Also the Gaelic Park Players 

Junior  group will be 
performing Taddy: A Spirit of 
Ireland, written by Bill Gleason.  
Set in rural Tennessee in 
1964, Taddy tells the story of 
a group of young people 
as they learn the lessons 
friendship.  Belief and the 
power of forgiveness!

Audition for both the Players 
and Junior Players will be 
held in August and will 
be posted on the website 
www.gaelicparkplayers.org.  
Check out the website for a 
cast of characters needed. 

Gaelic Park can be found on  
FACEBOOK AND TWITTER!

TAKE A MOMENT AND "LIKE" US!

C H I C A G O  G A E L I C  P A R K ’ S  A N N U A L

August 13 to 15, 2019
9:30am to 3:00pm
Chicago Gaelic Park

Focus will be on: Art, Craft, Cross Stitch, Drama,  

Irish Dance, Kerry Set Dance, Song, & Sport

Ages 5 to 12 welcome

$80 per child.  
$75 for each additional sibling

Includes lunch & snacks

Register online:
https://tinyurl.com/cgpcultural

Deadline: Thursday August 1st

http://www.chicagogaelicpark.org


St. Laurence Seniors Receive Gaelic Park Irish Heritage Scholarship 
St. Laurence High School recently 
announced the recipients of the 
Chicago Gaelic Park Irish Heritage 
Scholarship.

Rising seniors Mary Kate Sjostrom 
(Canaryville, St. Gabriel) and Vincent 
Rio (Mount Greenwood, Cassell) were 
selected as recipients in the award’s 
inaugural year at St. Laurence. 
Sjostrom is a member of the National 
Honor Society and maintains a 4.14 
grade point average in the advanced 
placement track at St. Laurence. Rio, 
who has a 3.43 grade point average, 
is a four-year member of the varsity 
Viking lacrosse team.

“We are proud to partner with 
Chicago Gaelic Park and applaud 
their commitment to Catholic 
education,” said St. Laurence 
Vice President of Institutional 
Advancement Bob Hogan. “The 
Congregation of Christian Brothers, 
founded by Blessed Edmund Rice in 
Ireland in 1802, has been a stalwart 
of secondary education in this area 

for generations. We are pleased 
and humbled that Gaelic Park has 
recognized our tradition of excellence 
and has chosen to step forward to 
support our students at this critical 
time. Congratulations to Mary Kate 
and Vincent, both of whom are great 
representatives of what it means to be 
a St. Laurence student.”

The mission of the award is to support 
the advancement of education in 
Gaelic Park’s greater community. 
Award winners have exemplary 
academic and disciplinary records, 
demonstrate financial need, aspire 
to continue their academic pursuits 
after graduation and are involved in 
school or community related activities. 

Additionally, preference is given to 
students of Irish American heritage.

“We decided to establish these 
scholarships at St. Laurence because 
it is clearly a school that is dedicated 
to providing access to a quality, 
Catholic education to a diverse group 
of young men and women from all 
across the Southland,” said Gaelic 
Park Board Member Brendan Houlihan. 

“As the school was founded by the Irish 
Christian Brothers in 1961, it is also an 
appropriate way to recognize and 
celebrate our Irish heritage, something 
very important to the mission of 
Chicago Gaelic Park.”

The mission of Chicago Gaelic Park is 
to preserve and promote the culture 
and heritage of Ireland, including the 
Irish national games, music, dance, 
language and theater. Located 
in Oak Forest, Illinois, Gaelic Park 
is a banquet facility that caters to 
weddings, meetings and parties. Irish 
Fest is held annually on Memorial 
Weekend.

Pictured from left to right: Gaelic Park Board Member Brendan Houlihan, St. Laurence seniors 
Vincent Rio and Mary Kate Sjostrom and Gaelic Park Board Member Barney Farrelly.

http://www.chicagogaelicpark.org


Gaelic Park Book Club 
(Club Leabhar)

Library, 2nd Floor       1:00-3:00pm
September 2019 - May 2020

First Sunday of the month we gather to discuss great 
Irish writers. Please join us! There is no fee & we don’t 
require perfect attendance. If you have questions, 
contact:  Molanive@yahoo.com

Sept 8 Irish Girls About Town Maeve Binchy

Oct 6 Tara Road Maeve Binchy

Nov 3 The Wonder Emma Donoghue

Dec 1 This Side of Brightness Colum McCann

Jan 5 No Ordinary Women Sinead McCoole

Feb 2 Everybody Matters Former Pres. Mary Robinson

Mar 1 The Devil I Know Claire Kilroy

Apr 5 Dancer Colum McCann

May 3 Unraveling Oliver Liz Nugent

Carraig Pub 
Outing Fun

Membership 
 ❏ NEW     ❏ RENEWAL     ❏ Family $50     ❏ Individual $30 

Name ______________________________ __________________ _____
     last       first              initial 

Spouse _____________________________ __________________ _____
(if joining)  last        first              initial 

Address _________________________________________    _________ 
      street                                      apt/unit #

     ________________________________ _______ ____________ 
       city               state        zip 

Donation enclosed $________ (Checks payable to Chicago Gaelic Park)

Mail to: Chicago Gaelic Park Membership, 6119 W. 147th St, Oak Forest IL 60452

phone: 708.687.9323 fax: 708.687.0120 
www.chicagogaelicpark.org www.facebook.com/ChicagoGaelicPark

Chicago White Sox Game

http://www.chicagogaelicpark.org
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A Practical Guide to Your
Job Search—Now or Later?  

It has been my experience, as a long time career 
transition specialist (aka outplacement consultant) 
that frequently the summer months can be an excellent 
stimulus for a job change.  There is something about 
the fleeting days of summer that prompts many of us 
to reassess our circumstances.  I have helped hundreds 
of people from all kinds of different roles and circum-
stances to find better jobs.  And I have made numerous 
job changes personally.  Hopefully you will regard this 
column as a primer on the job search process that has 
been very effective in surfacing potential employers.   

The13 recommendations listed below will provide you 
with a frame work for your job search.   Exploit every 
contact that you make; you never know who will be 
aware of just the right job for you unless you ask.  Think 
of every contact as someone who is going to help you 
in one way or another.  And remember your willingness 
to assist them may prove to be as valuable to you as it 
is to them. 

1. Develop or acquire a positive mantra (a word or 
formula to be recited or sung) for yourself.  I recently 
read a book by Matthew Kelly and he recommended a 
mantra, which I have adopted for my own use: “I can 
do that.”  It can help overcome our self-talk becoming 
negative.  For example, in some of my job search support 
sessions I hear people say negative things like these,   
“Why bother calling that contact; he will probably turn 
me down anyway?” or “Who really needs my services?” 
or a very common reason not to contact a potential lead, 
“It’s Thursday already, I will call him next week.” 

But if you can come to accept the message of your 
new mantra, you just might be motivated to pick up 
the phone and call this valuable connection.  What has 
surprised me over the years is how often that “throw 
away” call will prove to be invaluable.  Repeating your 
mantra over and over will frequently prompt you to take 
the appropriate action. 

2. Adopt and maintain a positive mental attitude.  
Always give the appearance that you’re doing very 
well.  Do not allow your conversational tone to become 
unpleasant or negative.  Seek out people who reinforce 
your upbeat attitude.  Create a calendar for meeting with 
these people. Cultivate your own corps of supporters. 

3. You must be committed to your health.  Get 7 or 8 
hours of sleep every night.  Go to bed and get up on a 
regular schedule.  Sleep is a great restorer of energy as 
well as both mental and physical perspective.  Fatigue 
makes cowards or idiots of us all.  Floss your teeth regu-
larly.  Poor dental health affects your entire well being.    

Make sure you eat properly.  Eat five or six small meals 
during the day, rather than the traditional three larger 
serving.  This regimen will help you to keep your blood 
sugar even throughout the day and its keeps your mood 
swings from becoming extreme.

Get a regular amount of exercise.  Subject 
your body to some rigors, whether it is running, 
jogging, weightlifting or simply parking your car 
at the edge of the potential contact’s parking lot.  
Some medical experts say walking 30 minutes 
a day decreases the risk of a heart attack by 

about 30%. Be careful not to allow yourself to become 
dehydrated; it can have a very negative effect on your 
performance.  

4 .Be sure that you don’t lose your laughter; it is a vital 
component in your presentation style.  Adults only laugh 
about 15 times a day; while children commonly laugh 400 
times each day.  Be a child….in this matter.  

5. Create situations in which you can achieve some 
small daily victories.  Perhaps that means setting a new 
goal for yourself to jog a mile a day; and then accomplish 
it.  Make a game out of winning.  

6. Watch positive upbeat videos or read blogs that 
provide you with examples of “success” stories that may 
stimulate your belief in the reality of their existence.  

7. Read inspiring biographies of highly successful people 
in the field to which you aspire.  Besides being inspiring 
and uplifting, it will also expand your knowledge of the 
field.  

8. Read and re-read basic primers on the job search 
process.  Stay current on subjects of your stated interests.  
If you claim that you are an avid reader, you best be able 
to rattle off three or four pertinent book titles.  

9. Create a system for rewarding yourself.  If you 
have had a good interview, pat yourself on the back.  Do 
something special to celebrate.  Don’t let your job search 
remove celebration from your life.

10. Don’t allow the job search to monopolize every 
conversation; it will wear you down if you do.    Make an 
agreement with your significant other or family members 
that there will be NO discussion of the job search during 
a selected 24 hour period each week.  

11. Help some other job seeker.  Psychologists say that 
this act is most particularly effective if the other job 
seeker is not in a position to help you in return.  The mere 
act of helping someone else, especially during this stress-
ful time in your life, will improve your own self-image. 

12. Put yourself firmly in charge of your own search.  
Do NOT let anyone hijack YOUR search.

13. Establish a target date for accepting your new 
position.  It will create a sense of urgency and energy.  
Good hunting.  CARPE DIEM!

FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION.  You can have everything in 
life you want, if you will just help other people get what 
they want.  You were born to win, but to be a winner, you 
must plan to win, prepare to win, and expect to win.  Dis-
tinguished consultant and professional speaker, Zig Ziglar. 

James F.Fitzgerald is the president of James F. 
Fitzgerald & Associates, Inc., a Naperville, IL-based 
firm that specializes in career transition/manage-
ment and executive coaching.  Jamesffitzgerald.com    
#630-420-0362

http://www.barringtonpub.com
https://www.facebook.com/celticagifts
http://Jamesffitzgerald.com


Local and 
State Laws 
 
Recently, the Trump Administra-
tion has been issuing more mass 

deportation threats. In this political climate, it is 
important to stay up to date on immigration law and 
rights. Illinois and Chicago are particularly welcom-
ing of immigrants and have many laws to protect 
their rights. 
 
State Laws 
 
Illinois TRUST Act: This bill was signed by Gov-
ernor Rauner in 2017 with bipartisan support. It pro-
hibits state law enforcement officials from detaining 
someone because of their immigration status. It also 
does not allow requests from ICE for local police to 
hold someone on account of their immigration sta-

tus, unless they have a warrant signed by a judge.  
VOICES Act: This act recently came into effect in 
June 2019. It provides survivors of trafficking and 
certain violent crime more efficient access to a U or 
T visa.  
 
Anti-Registry Act: This act went into effect Janu-
ary 2019. It prevents state and local officials in aid-
ing federal efforts to collect demographic infor-
mation based on religious or national origin. It takes 
a stand against bigotry and discrimination.  
 
Private Detention Facility Moratorium Act: This 
bill was recently passed and made a Public Act in 
June 2019. This act prohibits private prison compa-
nies from building immigration detention facilities 
in Illinois.  
 
Keep Immigrant Families Together Act: This bill 
was recently passed and made a Public Act in June 
2019. This act ensures immigrant families will be 
kept together as well as keeps public schools, state-

funded medical treatment centers, public libraries, 
courthouses, and other Secretary of State facilities 
accessible and safe for citizens despite immigration 
status. Also requires public schools to review their 
confidentiality process.  
 
Chicago 
 
Welcoming City Ordinance: This ordinance was 
passed in 2012 by Mayor Rahm Emanuel. It pre-
vents undocumented immigrants from being held 
for immigration authorities if they come in contact 
with the police. There are a few exceptions to : if 
the person has been convicted of a felony, is facing 
felony charges, is a gang member, or has an arrest 
warrant. Mayor Lightfoot is considering removing 
these exceptions although nothing has been made 
official yet. The ordinance also ensures you will not 
be denied city services despite immigration status.   

Access to healthcare can be diffi-
cult to individuals without status 
given that they do not have access 
to federally funded or federally 
subsidized health care. Fortunately, 
residents of Cook County have the 
opportunity to enroll in CareLink, 
an assistance program for those 
uninsured or underinsured.  
 
CareLink is a free program that 
helps Cook County residents cover 
treatment at any Cook County 
Health facility. It includes clinic 
visits, lab tests, hospital stays,  and 
emergency services. CareLink par-
ticipants also have access to En-
hanced Benefits, a program that 
helps individuals stay healthy and 
avoid emergency room visits.  

Immigration or documentation sta-
tus is not a factor in determining 
eligibility for CareLink. To apply, 
download and complete a Financial 
Assistance Application from the 
CCH website. Documents needed 
are proof of age/identity, marital 
status, proof of address, proof of 
financial assistance, proof of in-
come, and proof of room and board 
letter. A full list of acceptable doc-
uments is on the CCH website. You 
can walk in  to any CCH facility 
and meet with a financial counse-
lor. Assistance is available on a 
sliding scale. Keep in mind, indi-
viduals eligible for public 
healthcare programs such as Medi-
caid or Medicare must apply for 
those first.  

For more information, call (866) 
223-2817 or (312) 864-2224.    
Access the CCH website at https://
cookcountyhhs.org. A list of loca-
tions available for walk-in and ap-
pointments is listed on the website.  

If you are not a resident of Cook 
County, you can contact your local 
county or municipal health center 
to inquire about assistance pro-
grams and eligibility in your area. 
Private health care or employer 
provided health care plans may also 
be available to those without status. 
It is recommended you inquire 
about your eligibility with a private 
provider or assistance program as 
soon as possible before you might 
have a medical emergency. 

Cook County Health: CareLink 

Immigration Legal Clinics 

Free 30 minute consultations, 
by appointment only. Call 773-
282-8445 to reserve your place. 
Additional clinic dates may 
become available.  

 

Thursday, August 15th 

4:00-7:00pm 

Irish American Heritage Center 

 

 

Wednesday September 11th 

4:00-7:00pm 

Chicago Gaelic Park 

 

mailto:info%40irishchicago.org?subject=


August Event Schedule 
• Memory Loss Support Group: Tuesday,  Au-

gust 6th (10am) in Gaelic Park 

• Memory Enrichment Program: Wednesday, 
August 7th (10am-12pm) in Gaelic Park 

• Memory Loss Support Group: Tuesday,  Au-
gust  13th (10am) in Gaelic Park  

• Memory Enrichment Program: Wednesday, 
August  14th (10am-12pm) in Gaelic Park 

• Immigration Legal Clinic: Thursday, August 
15th (4:00-7:00pm) in IAHC (by appointment 
only) 

• Memory Loss Support Group: Tuesday,  Au-
gust 20th (10am) in Gaelic Park 

• Memory Enrichment Program: Wednesday, 
August 21st  (10am-12pm) in Gaelic Park 

• Memory Loss Support Group: Tuesday,  Au-
gust 27th (10am) in Gaelic Park 

• Memory Enrichment Program: Wednesday, 
August 28th (10am-12pm) in Gaelic Park 

mailto:info%40irishchicago.org?subject=


mailto:info%40irishchicago.org?subject=


The CICS inaugural Cul Camp was a roaring success with 71 kids playing Gaelic Games over 3 days in June.

mailto:gadabouttravel%40hotmail.com?subject=
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Do you still read the 
newspaper? Well, I am 
happy you’re read-
ing this one. The first 
newspaper was pub-
lished in 1605 a lot of 
things have changed 
since then. The text is much 
bigger and the paper has been 
reduced in size. I have newspapers 
of different languages, although I 
can’t read them, I am fascinat-
ed of all the language options 
people have in Chicago. I have 
picked up several thru the years, 
newspapers from Polish to Hindi. 
I love newspapers! I am delighted 
that Cliff & Cathy the gracious 
& talented publishers of this 
awesome paper continue to have 
it in print! This month I’d like to 
cover Irish newspapers, the news-
paper industry in general. I’d like 
curated, edited, trusted news to 
continue and be the main source 
of news instead of fragments of 
news on inexperienced people’s 
social media.  Newspapers were 
at their circulation height in the 
1990’s but as we all know they are 
in major decline. In America in the 
past 15 years we have roughly lost 
130 newspapers. The newspaper 
business has always been through 
ups and downs. For example, the 
arrival of the TV began the decline 
of the newspaper. Robert Murdoch 
(Australian-born American media 
mogul) once described the profits 
flowing from his stable of newspa-
pers as “rivers of gold”, but years 
later he said, “sometimes rivers 
dry up”. Warren buffet (American 
investor/philanthropist) said if 
cable and satellite broadcasting 
as well as internet had come along 
first, newspapers as we know them 
probably would never have exist-
ed. I am sure he could be right, 
but I am glad things have evolved 
the way they have and that I am 
still apart of the newspaper gen-
eration. It’s common knowledge, 
I hope, that newspapers are doing 
the reporting. One estimate put 
the percentage of online news 
derived from newspapers at 80%! 
Of the world’s 100 best selling 
daily newspapers 74 are published 
in Asia. (well Asia is the biggest 
continent) Around the world news-
papers are facing extinction but 
one country where it’s thriving is 

India. The most popular papers in 
America include Chicago Tribune, 
New York Times, Washington Post, 
USA today & Wall Street Journal. 
The most valuable newspaper in 
America is the 1941 edition of 
the Honolulu Star because of the 
news of Pearl Harbor. It’s valued 
at $2,000. 

Denis O’Brien a billionaire from 
Cork must be mentioned if your 
discussing Irish newspapers. I 
basically knew he was rich Irish 
businessman and that he has 
lived in Portugal and Malta. (Mal-
ta charges no tax on worldwide 
assets or income brought in by 
residents, maybe sweet Denis 
knew that before heading there. 
(so if you have a yacht and a cou-
ple of airplanes you probably want 
a Maltese passport) Communicorp 
(media company which operates 
across Europe controls a lot of 
the radio stations & newspapers) 
and it’s almost solely owned by 
billionaire Denis O’Brien, who, 
is also the largest shareholder in 
publisher INM. (Northern Ireland’s 
paper) The paper and its website 
are owned by the Irish Times Trust. 
In 2012 O’Brien was awarded by 
President Michael Martelly of Haiti 
the honor and merit award for 
his investments, contributions 
and promotion of the country. 
UCD (University College Dublin) 
awarded O’Brien an honorary 
doctorate in 2006.  Some of Ire-
land’s biggest papers include Irish 
independent, Irish Times, Irish 
Daily Star, Irish Sun Irish Examiner, 
Irish daily Mirror. I won’t list all 
the newspapers as each county as 

their own paper. For instance, 
my dad’s paper is the Kilkenny 
People and my mom’s is, Western 
People. I think Cork has the most 
newspapers; I would venture to 
say, but I I’m open to corrections. 
Newspapers in the Irish language 
have mostly converted to online.  
I know of one Irish language paper, 
Saol na Gaeilge. (printed on the 
press of Connacht Tribune) Most 
papers in Ireland are online and 

some in print. Some 
papers are only 
available online 
such as, An Pho-
blacht (Republican 
paper published by 
Sinn Fein), Tuairisc 

an Irish online newspaper. 
They say successful people read 

the paper, a few include Barack 
O’bama, Bill Gates & Warren 
Buffett. I think all of you folks 
that read the IAN are successful 
people too. Benefits of reading 
the paper include being informed 
of what’s happening in the world, 
enriches your vocabulary, gain a 
different perspective & strength-
ens reading skills. They say years 
ago subscribers to papers were the 
parliamentarians, men involved 
in trade & commerce. The coffee 
house and printing office were 
close in proximity. They made it 
convenient for their citizens, the 
newsmakers knew people wanted 
to hear the latest news & discuss.  

I was corresponding with Bruce 
Dold, the publisher & editor of 
the Chicago Tribune to address 
the state-of-affairs of newspa-
pers. He states, “that the Tribune 
maintains a public service mission 
by giving readers what they want 
to read and what we believe 
they need to know.” I asked what 
are the popular topics today, he 
states, “popular topics include 
sports, public safety issues and 
coverage of the arts.” I also met 
with some lovely ladies to discuss 
the Irish papers, Aine & Annie at 
their store, Touch of Ireland, in 
Oak Lawn. They are happy to assist 
in ordering any paper from Ireland 
that you would want. Annie said, 
“There are so many interesting 
articles in Irish papers that’s why 
people still buy them.” Movies 
with a focus on papers include the 
Post, (about a female publisher & 
lies/cover ups), All the President’s 
Men (Watergate scandal)

Gaelic for the Month
Newspaper-nuachtan
Weekly-seachtainuil
Weather-aimsir
Comics-greannain
“The newspaper is a greater 

treasure to the people than un-
counted millions of gold”

If you have any comments, 
email me: Molanive@yahoo.com.

Fermanagh
This month I will cover Co. 

Fermanagh (men of manach 
(monk)) nicknamed the Maguire 
county. It is one of the counties 
in Northern Ireland. I have yet 
to visit this part of the country, I 
would like to go soon. The pop-
ulation today is about 65,000. 
Most people have have heard of 
the famous Irish Belleek. (china) 
Belleek pottery comes from the 

namesake, Belleek Fermanagh. 
(like in France where they name 
the wine after where the grapes 
are grown) The town of Belleek is 
a busy shopping area with a great 
variety of stores & restaurants. It 
is known for its renowned pottery 
made there. The oldest pottery 
in Ireland and valued by collec-
tors from all over the world. 

The majority of the pottery 
is still produced in Belleek to-
day using the same procedure 
they used over 150 years ago. 
Enniskillen is the county town 
in Fermanagh. Fermanagh has a 
majority of Catholics and minori-
ty of Church of Ireland. If you’re 
ever in Fermanagh and would 
like to go to church, you should 
check out St. Michael’s & Church 
of the immaculate conception. 
Fermanagh experiences an oce-
anic climate with cold winters 
and mild summers. It is covered 
in lakes and waterways with a 
very scenic rural countryside, 
great natural beauty! I spoke 

to a talented tin whistle/flute 
player named Larry Nugent who 
comes from Fermanagh. In case 
you don’t know him, he plays 
traditional Irish music. He has 
toured in American & Ireland; he 
has performed with The Chief-
tains among many others. We 
appreciate Larry for continuing 
our traditional music & culture. 
Some other people from Fer-
managh include Samuel Beckett 
(Playwright) & Fr. Brian D’Arcy 
(Passionist priest & broadcaster). 

I’d like to leave you with this 
inspiriting story. “Once, there 
was an older man, who was 
broke, living in a tiny house and 
owned a beat-up car. He was 
living off of $99 social security 
checks. At 65 years of age, he 
decides things had to change. So, 
he thought about what he had to 
offer. His friends raved about his 
chicken recipe. He decided that 
this was his best shot at making 
a change.

He left Kentucky and traveled 
to different states to try to sell 
his recipe. He told restaurant 
owners that he had a mouthwa-
tering chicken recipe. He offered 
the recipe to them for free, just 
asking for a small percentage on 
the items sold. Sounds like a good 
deal, right?

Unfortunately, not to most of 
the restaurants. He heard NO 
over 1000 times. Even after all 
those rejections, he didn’t give 
up. He believed his chicken rec-
ipe was something special. He 
got rejected 1009 times before 
he heard his first yes.

With that one success Colonel 
Hartland Sanders changed the 
way Americans eat chicken. Ken-
tucky Fried Chicken, popularly 
known as KFC, was born.

Remember, never give up and 
always believe in yourself despite 
rejection.”

UP Fermanagh! If you have 
any questions, please call me at 
(708) 425-7021

mailto:Molanive@yahoo.com
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JOHN HUME IN AMERICA
From Derry To DC
By Maurice Fitzpatrick
Foreword by Senator George J. Mitchell
In John Hume in America: From Derry 

to DC, Maurice Fitzpatrick chronicles 
the rise of Nobel Peace 
Prize–winner John Hume 
from the riot-torn streets 
of Northern Ireland to his 
work with American presi-
dents, from Jimmy Carter 
to Bill Clinton, and the 
United States Congress to 
leverage U.S. support for 
peace in Northern Ireland.  

“With this timely look 
at British, Irish, and Amer-
ican politics—and at John 
Hume, the man who brought them all to-
gether to bring peace to Northern Ireland—
Maurice Fitzpatrick proves as talented with 
a pen as he is with a camera.” —John A. 
Farrell, author of Richard Nixon: The Life

“A must read for anyone truly committed 
to the Cause of Peace and Reconciliation 
among troubled constituencies. John Hume 
embodied the courage, tenacity, and an 
awareness of the political realities, in 
living a lifetime dedicated to the cause of 
peace.”—Charles F. Dougherty, U.S. House 
of Representatives for Pennsylvania 
(1979–1983) 

undpressnd edu/9780268106508/
john-hume-in-america/

THE UNSTOPPABLE IRISH
Songs and Integration of the New York 
Irish, 1783–1883  By Dan Milner
The Unstoppable Irish follows the chang-

ing fortunes of New York’s Irish Catholics, 
commencing with the evacuation of British 
military forces in late 1783 and concluding 
one 100 years later with the completion of 
the initial term of the city’s first Catholic 
mayor. During that century, Hibernians 
first coalesced and then rose in uneven 
progression from being a variously dis-
missed, despised, and feared foreign group 
ultimately to receive de facto acceptance 
as constituent members of the city’s pop-
ulation. Dan Milner presents 
evidence that the Catholic 
Irish of New York gradually in-
tegrated (came into common 
and equal membership) into 
the city populace rather than 
assimilated (adopted the cul-
ture of a larger host group). 
Assimilation had always been 
an option for Catholics, even 
in Ireland. In order to fit in, 
they needed only to adopt 
mainstream Anglo-Protestant 

identity. But the same virile 
strain within the Hibernian 
psyche that had overwhelm-
ingly rejected the abandon-
ment of Gaelic Catholic being 
in Ireland continued to hold 

forth in Manhattan 
and the communi-
ty remained large-
ly intact. A novel 
aspect of Milner’s 
treatment is his 
use of song texts 
in combination with period news 
reports and existing scholarship 
to develop a fuller picture of the 
Catholic Irish struggle. Products 
of a highly verbal and passionate-
ly musical people, Irish folk and 

popular songs provide special insight into 
the popularly held attitudes and beliefs of 
the integration epoch.

“Unstoppable Irish is the only work I am 
aware of that analyzes lyrics over such a 
sustained—not to mention crucial—period of 
Irish American history. The analysis allows 
us to see the process of Irish Americaniza-
tion reflected in an evolving cultural arena, 
and it shows how song lyrics contribute to 
the development of what Raymond Williams 
has called the ‘structure of feeling’ of any 
given epoch. In doing so, Milner not only 
offers insight into the connection between 
popular culture and American political 
development, but also leads the way for 
other cultural historians of Irish America to 
follow.” —Peter O’Neill, author of Famine 
Irish and the American Racial State 

undpress.nd.edu/9780268105730/
the-unstoppable-irish/
IRELAND’S 
REVOLUTIONARY DIPLOMAT
Biography of Leopold Kerney 
By Barry Whelan
Leopold Kerney was one of the most 

influential diplomats of 20th-century Irish 
history. This book presents the first com-
prehensive biography of Kerney’s career 
in its entirety from his recruitment to the 
diplomatic service to his time in France, 

Spain, Argentina, and Chile. 
Whelan’s work provides fas-
cinating new perceptions of 
Irish diplomatic history at 
seminal periods of the 20th 
century, including the War of 
Independence, the Irish Civil 
War, the Anglo-Irish Economic 
War, the Spanish Civil War, 
and World War II, from an 
eyewitness to those events. 
With over a decade of archi-
val research in repositories 

in France, Germany, Britain, 
Spain, and Ireland, as well as 
through unique and unrestrict-
ed access to Kerney’s private 
papers, Whelan successfully 
challenges previously 
published analyses 
of Kerney’s work and 
debunks many of the 
perceived controver-
sies surrounding his 
career.

“This new study 
of Leopold Kerney provides a 
fascinating account of a largely 
overlooked figure in Irish history. As 
a biography, it provides a valuable 
new perspective on Irish, French, and Span-
ish political culture in the early twentieth 
century. Barry Whelan’s use of sources is 
excellent, and he provides an insightful 
account of the career of an Irish diplomat 
during a turbulent period in Europe’s 
history. Highly recommended for anyone 
interested in this period or in politics and 
history in general.” 

—David Murphy, Maynooth University
undpress.nd.edu/9780268105051/

irelands-revolutionary-diplomat/
PAISANOS
The Irish and the Liberation of Latin 

America  By Tim Fanning
In the early nine-

teenth century, thou-
sands of volunteers left 
Ireland behind to join 
the fight for South Amer-
ican independence. 
Lured by the promise 
of adventure, fortune, 
and the opportunity to 
take a stand against co-
lonialism, they braved 
the treacherous Atlantic crossing to join 
the ranks of the Liberator, Simón Bolívar, 
and became instrumental in helping oust 
the Spanish from Colombia, Panama, Ven-
ezuela, Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia. Today, 
the names of streets, towns, schools, and 
football teams on the continent bear wit-
ness to their influence.

“[An] important and, I believe, necessary 
volume on the role played by Irish men 
and women in the emergence of the new, 
modern and independent republics of Latin 
America. . . .  This fine book is a welcome 
contribution to the literature on the history 
of our exiles and their descendants . . [and] 
an exciting and accessible book that is a 
pleasure to read.” —from the foreword by 
Michael D. Higgins, president of Ireland

undpress.nd.edu/9780268104894/
paisanos/

The Coming of the Celts, AD 1860
Celtic Nationalism in Ireland and Wales
By Caoimhín De Barra
Who are the Celts, and what does it mean 

to be Celtic? In this book, Caoimhín De Barra 
focuses on nationalists 
in Ireland and Wales 
between 1860 and 1925, 
a time period when 
people in these coun-
tries came to identify 
themselves as Celts. De 
Barra chooses to exam-
ine Ireland and Wales 
because, of the six so-
called Celtic nations, 
these two were the 

furthest apart in terms of their linguistic, 
religious, and socioeconomic differences.

The Coming of the Celts, AD 1860 is 
divided into three parts. The first con-
centrates on the emergence of a sense 
of Celtic identity and the ways in which 
political and cultural nationalists in both 
countries borrowed ideas from one another 
in promoting this sense of identity. The 
second part follows the efforts to create 
a more formal relationship between the 
Celtic countries through the Pan-Celtic 
movement; the subsequent successes and 
failures of this movement in Ireland and 

Wales are compared and contrast-
ed.  Finally, the book discusses the 
public juxtaposition of Welsh and 
Irish nationalisms during the Irish 
Revolution.

De Barra’s is the first book to 
critique what “Celtic” has meant 
historically, and it will appeal to 
the reader who wants to learn more 
about the modern political and cul-
tural connections between Ireland 
and Wales, as well as scholars and 

students in the fields of modern Irish and 
Welsh history.  It will also be of interest to 
professional historians working in the field 
of “Four Nations” history, which places an 
emphasis on understanding the relation-
ships and connections between the four 
nations of Britain and Ireland.

“As a way of imagining a collective cul-
tural and political identity, insular Celticism 
is essentially a phenomenon of the second 
half of the nineteenth century—the title 
of Caoimhín De Barra’s The Coming of 
the Celts, AD 1860 is provocatively witty 
but accurate. In his finely researched and 
lucidly written study, De Barra details the 
rise, ebb, and flow of the idea of a common 
Celtic identity linking Ireland and Wales.” 
—The New York Review of Books

undpress.nd.edu/9780268103378/the-
coming-of-the-celts-ad-1862/
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CARROWKEEL
LODGE &COTTAGES

INAGH, CO CLARE
IRELAND

PEACE AND TRANQUILITY
GUARANTEED

This beautiful Irish home 
dates back to the 1600’s and 

is conveniently located just 30 
minutes drive from Shannon In-
ternational Airport and 2 hours 

drive from Dublin

This beautiful thatched lodge 
and cottages have been 

faithfully restored and sympa-
thetically modernized offering 
6 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms, a 

conventional sauna and 3 wel-
coming receptions

NEARBY LOCATIONS
The Wild Atlantic Way

The Cliffs Of Moher, Irelands 
Most Visited Natural Attraction

Lahinch Golf Club - World 
renowned links course

Trump International Course
Doolin Cave - Home to the 

longest free hanging stalactite 
in the Northern Hemisphere

Lisdoonvarna Matchmaking Fest
Kilenora - The heart of 

traditional Ceili music and 
the Gateway to the Burren
www.carrowlodge.com
Lorraine Spillane Auctioneers

83 McCurtain St, Fermoy Co Cork
ph 011-353-254-0878       Psr # 003563
Info@lorrainespillaneauctioneers.ie

lorrainespillaneauctioneers.ie

Death Stalks 
Door County

By: Patricia Skalka
University of Wisconsin Press
This is an absorbing and com-

pelling mystery book. And it is an 
unusual book because the author 
is a Chicagoan! Patricia Skalka 
grew up in the Hegewisch neigh-
borhood on Chicago’s far south 
side. And today lives in Chicago 
and in Door County, Wisconsin. 

Where is Door County? If you 
extend your left hand—the finger 
tips point to Lake Superior. You 
thumb is the peninsula, called 
Door County, that juts out into 
Lake Michigan. It is about 200 
miles north of Chicago. Located 
at Door County is “the deep 
channel where the waters from 
the bay and the lake converge.” 
French-Canadian sailors Porte de 
Morts=Death’s Door. “Hundreds 
of ships had gone down there. 
Nobody knew how many people 
have drowned” there. 

Door County is a beautiful loca-
tion - a land of trees, picturesque 
small towns, and spectacular 
vistas of the lake and bay. It is so 
beautiful and sometimes called 
the Cape Cod of the Midwest. 

Skalka earned a Bachelor’s de-
gree from Dayton University. Her 
degree focused on Journalism and 
Communication. She was a writer 
for Reader’s Digest for 20 years. 
She wrote general interest and 
medical stories. As a free-lance 
writer, she edited and reviewed 
books and taught writing classes 
as well. Then she decided to write 
her own mystery book. Death 
Stalks Door County is the result. 
It was so well-received that it be-
came the first in the Door County 
mystery series. 

The plotting of the book is 
intricate and features wonderful 
character development. Skalka’s 
characters are down-to-earth 
people.who are complicated and 
that provides us with an unlimited 
range of actions and emotions. 

She created the fictional de-
tective—Dave Cubiak. Cubiak is 
a former police detective from 
Chicago. He was “undone by the 
deaths of his wife and daughter, 
who were killed” by a hit-and-run 
driver. He is 42 years old, but “his 
face was gaunt and lined, his 
course dark hair was dusted with 
flecks of gray. Cubiak had always 
enjoyed a boyish appearance, but 
like so much else, his youthful 
good looks had eroded, lost to 

grief and alcohol. 
Hoping to find inner peace, 

Cubiak has come north to Door 
County and taken a job as a park 
ranger. And as he says, “life goes 
on. We go on because we must.”

The local sheriff is an incom-
petent political hack, so Cubiak 
is asked to investigate some sus-
picious deaths. This brings out his 
detective skills, which he honed 
on the streets of Chicago. 

We accompany him as he inves-
tigates. He almost meets death, 
but his military and police skills 
help him survive. 

I found the plot to be intriguing 
and enjoyed the book’s atmo-
spheric scenes. These quotes 
show these. 

“The woods were familiar in 
daylight. At night, they were 
changed, at once vibrant and soul-
less, alert and sleeping. Darkness 
reshaped the landscape until time 
and distance lost their meaning. 
He was a man accustomed to sodi-
um-vapor streetlights. In the dark 
forest, even with the flashlight, 
he felt powerless.”

Cubiak describes the mood of 

church service—“The victim’s 
beleaguered parents…fumbled 
through the service dazed and 
resigned, uncomfortable in the 
new attire purchased for the 
day. There were few mourners, 
only a handful, scattered amidst 
the scratched wooden pews…two 
old biddy neighbors, smug and 
disapproving, whispered con-
spiratorially.” The girlfriends of 
the girl who is mourned “dabbed 
mascara-stained tissues at their 
tears, unaware that the outfits 
they wore…were inappropriate 
funeral attire.”

As he drove on the peninsu-
la, Cubiak “came up behind a 
mud-splattered, orange tractor…
the driver drifted onto the shallow 
shoulder opening up the view of 
the road, the man raised in a hand 
in greeting. Cubiak returned the 
gesture. A nice custom…and one 
he was coming to expect here.” 

http://lorrainespillaneauctioneers.ie
http://www.cottagemaryrose.com
mailto:airishtours%40gmail.com?subject=
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LizzieMcNeills LizziesIrishPub

400 N. McClurg Chicago, IL  
 (312) 467-1992 

lizziemcneillschi@gmail.com

Your Downtown Irish Pub 
Located Along The Scenic Chicago River

Private Event Packages

Chicago Riverwalk Patio Seating

Also Check Our Daily Specials 

Fall Special- ALL DAY
All Domestic Beers (Btl) $2.50

All Imported Beers $3.50

The Six Penny Bit
5800 West Montrose 773-545-2033

MURPHY & SMITH, LTD. 
53 W. Jackson Blvd. • Suite 628 • Chicago, IL

312-427-3650
arthurmurphy@murphyandsmith.net

ARTHUR J. MURPHY

Retain an experienced property law attorney 
to represent you in the purchase or sale of 
residential or light commercial real estate. 

• Real Estate Attorney

• 35 years experience

• Personalized attention

• Reasonable rates

Proud to fire up our ovens everyday to bring you the
absolute freshest baked goods in the Chicagoland area!

Visit us today!
Palos	Heights	Bakery
12248	S	Harlem	Ave

Palos	Heights,	IL	60463
708.931.5199

Crestwood	Bakery
13545	Cicero	Ave

Crestwood,	IL	60445
708.925.9447

Monday:	 CLOSED
Tuesday	– Friday:	 6am-6pm

Saturday: 6am	– 5pm
Sunday: 7am	– 2pm

Also	find	us	at	the	Orland	Park,	Oak	Forest	and	Palos	Park	
Metra	Stations.	AND	in	the	Oak	Lawn	Public	Library!

DOUGHSGUYSBAKERY.COM
doughsguysbakery@gmail.com

FOR SALE  Retiring Soon! 
Selling Well Established In - Home Non-Medical 

Senior Care Company A+rating BBB 
15+ years in business  Tremendous reputation    

Turnkey Operation  Serious inquiries only : Please 
e-mail   ttcon6@gmail.com

Michigan Irish Music Festival Celebrates 20 Years
The Michigan Irish Music Festival observes its 20th anni-

versary this year, and what better way to celebrate than by 
hosting more bands than ever in the history of the event?

The festival returns to Heritage Landing in downtown 
Muskegon Sept. 12-15 and features Irish and Celtic music 
on seven covered stages. The festival kicks off Thursday, 
Sept. 12 with its Pub Preview Party featuring food, bever-
ages and three bands in the pub tent only. The full festival 
begins Friday.

Other activities include the Irish Market and Irish Store, 
children’s activities, a cultural center and a session tent. 
Saturday, FEIS, an Irish dance competition, and the High-
land Games are held. Sunday, a Catholic mass at 9 a.m. 
will be followed by a traditional Irish breakfast. Celtic 
Canines, where patrons meet and learn about Irish dog 
breeds, also is Sunday.

This year’s festival is expected to have a record 26 
bands, highlight below.

GAELIC STORM: After two decades and more than 2,000 
live shows, this multi-national Celtic band returns to the 
festival for the first time in five years. 

HIGH KINGS
The band’s most recent release, “Decade-Best of The 

High Kings,” garnered rave reviews, and their recently 
completed U.S. tour sold out many of its venues. 

AOIFE SCOTT: The singer and songwriter from Dublin 
was named the 2018 winner of the Best Irish Folk Act at 
the Irish Post Music Awards. 

ONE FOR THE FOXES: This exciting, dynamic transat-
lantic trio presents a rousing blend of Irish and American 
folk music in an energetic and engaging manner.

JIGJAM
The multi-award winning quartet from Ireland blends the 

best of traditional Irish music with bluegrass and Americana 
in a new genre, which has been branded as “I-Grass” -- Irish 
influenced Bluegrass.

DOOLIN’: currently is one of the most innovative bands 
of the Irish music scene. Formed in Toulouse in 2005, the 
band comprises six accomplished and eclectic musicians. 
French in origin this sextet brings a fresh approach to 
Irish music. 

PIGEON KINGS: Pigeon Kings draws from Celtic and rock 
influences, with elements of Americana and Bluegrass, they 

have a sound and persona all their own. 
THE DROWSY LADS: Jack Baker of Irish American News 

named The Drowsy Lads the “Best Irish American Band of 
2018.” The Lads have won over both casual music lovers 
and those steeped in hardcore traditional Irish music. 

CONNLA: After winning New Group of the Year (Chicago 
Irish American News) and Best New Group (Live Ireland 
Music Awards) in 2016, Connla has been quickly making 
an impact on the folk/traditional scene. More recently, 
Connla won Album of the Year for 2019 at both the ALSR 
Celtic Music Awards and the Livvies Awards. 

CONIFERS: In 2018, The Conifers won first place in the 
prestigious Michigan Irish Music Initiative competition in 
Dundalk.

Advance tickets and passes for this year’s Michigan Irish 
Music Festival are available online (patrons save $5 per 
ticket online vs. the gate price). The festival offers an 
Early-In Free promotion on Friday only from 5 to 6 p.m., 
sponsored by Family Financial Credit Union. Other major 
sponsors of the festival include G&L, Van’s Car Wash and 
Budweiser. The Delta Hotels by Marriot and Shoreline Inn 
are host hotels for the festival. For complete festival 
information, and the announcement of additional bands, 
visit www.michiganirish.org.

mailto:lizziemcneillschi%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/SixPennyBit1989/
mailto:arthurmurphy%40murphyandsmith.net?subject=
http://www.peggykinnanes.com
http://doughsguysbakery.com
http://www.celticknotpub.com
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http://www.michiganirish.org
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On the Upbeat
By Maryann 
McTeague Keifer

We Banjo 3 has just released 
their new album Roots To Rise 
Live which opens with a newly 
recorded “Shine On” as its 
opening tune, and shining on is 
exactly what this exceptionally 
talented and innovative band 
is doing.   Knowing their multi-
tudes of fans would be wanting 
another album, they made the 
decision to record one live last 
February at Ann Arbor’s The Ark 
where they perform multiple 
sell out dates each year.  To 
be honest, I wasn’t all 
that excited originally 
hearing this, as I am not 
a fan of live recordings, 
partially due to the fact 
that as a radio host, live 
recordings are difficult 
to send out to listen-
ers with decent sound 
levels, and many are 
tunes and songs that 
are already recorded on 
previous albums.  I was 
surprised and elated 
when Enda sent me a 
listen to the upcoming album.  
Are there previously recorded 
songs and tunes? Yes, many of 
our favorites from their other 
albums-what respected WB3 
fan would not want to hear 
“Prettiest Little Girl”or “Little 
Liza Jane” every time we see 
them?!  Who doesn’t want to 
sing “Tell Me Why” and “Trying 
To Love” at the top of their 
lungs with David or harmonize 
with the lads?!  What they 
have done is change a tempo 
or an arrangement keeping us 
on our toes looking forward for 
what else is new.  In the case 
of “Prettiest Little Girl,” who 
would have thought they would 
add a bit of the great Stevie 
Wonder, and so creatively!  I will 
not ruin it for those of you who 
have not seen them yet this fest 
season or haven’t treated your-
self to the new album by saying 
anything other than you will be 
amazed and love it.  We always 
want to see what town David 
will acknowledge each time he 
sings ”Little Liza Jane.”  I could 
hear the joy of the Maureens and 
other Chicago attendees when 
he mentioned our town.

Hear, but not be distracted 

with or annoyed 
by, is a key ac-
complishment of 
this live album.  
Bringing in two 
excellent engi-
neer/sound men, 
Frank Marchand and Mike Mon-
seur, was brilliant.  The result 
is a live album where the ap-
plause, screams, and whistles 
are a background that enhances 
rather than takes over the mu-
sic.  They did a deadly good job 

that will be a benchmark for 
all other bands to aspire to in 
recording a live album.

What is new?  The song “Shine 
On” has been a favorite uplifting 
song and a part of recent play-
lists, but never recorded.  David 
has the ability to make every 
person in the audience at some 
point feel that he is looking right 
at them and singing to him or her 
personally.  This song immedi-
ately draws all in, raises spirits, 
and has everyone singing along 
from the beginning.  Getting 
an audience, whether large or 
intimate, feeling included and 
singing along, jumping up on 
benches to dance, and having 
their moods lifted is a particular 
talent of We Banjo 3.  Each band 
member has a look, a wink, or 
a smile that they send out that 
says, ”I care about you, and am 
happy you are here.”  Audiences 
look for these, and melt when 
they get one. This caring atti-
tude is well evidenced in their 
songs “Haven” and “Hold Onto 
Your Soul” among others.  The 
lads have been actively support-
ing those who suffer depression, 
acknowledging its devastating 
effects on lives, and sending out 

messages of hope through their 
music.  They also have been do-
nating $2 from each tour shirts 
to Mental Health America.  

“John Brown’s/MacDonald’s 
March”” is a new tune set and 
is an upbeat definite example 
of their celtgrass and heads 
above others style.  As with 
“Puncheon Floor” and “Wyn-
ne’s”, you’ll be overwhelmed 
with Enda’s world class magni-
fient picking, Martin’s sterling 
mastery of the mandolin and 
the consonance between those 
two instruments.  How does one 
even try to describe Fergal’s 
peerless fiddling!?  AS Martin and 

Enda tell the tale, 
Fergal gives it all 
its emotion  hav-
ing us in tears, 
floating along, or 
dancing on tables.  
Not just a singer, 

David’s guitar holds it all togeth-
er, emphatic and percussive.  In 
just a few short years, We Banjo 
3 has become the eminant band 
of the marriage of Irish and 
American music.

The updated arrangements 
are exciting, sophisticated, and 
perfectly intertwined among our 
favorites.  The choice of tunes 
and songs, which had to be 
difficult, is perfect. This album 
exceptionally exemplifies the 
mastery of the instruments and 
crackerjack blending of genres. 
David’s voice, always great, has 
matured, rounded, and become 
rich and more emotive.  Always 

easy to sing along with, the song 
collection on this album will 
have kitchens, cars and showers 
alive with WB3 lyrics!  The selec-
tions also gift us with a range of 
music from the beautiful “Marry 
Me Monday” waltz composed by 
Fergal for his wife Ruth on their 
wedding day to the up and jump-
ing “Good Time OldTime”, from 
the serious lifeline “Hold Onto 
Your Soul” to the upeat and hap-
py “Shine On.”  It is an album for 
everyone, well planned, beau-
tifully arranged, an example 
of top-drawer musical talent, 
and truly, a new Gold Standard 
for not just celtgrass, but the 
industry.  Enda Scahill, Fergal 
Scahill, Martin Howley, and Da-
vid Howley, well done-proud of 
you and thrilled for you!

Tune in on Monday nights from 
8-10 PM to IRELAND TONIGHT to 
hear WB3 and many others.

Irish Stars Nathan Carter, Chloë Agnew Sign To New U.S. Agency
Venuworks Group Announces The Launch of Its New Boutique Booking Group

VenuWorks is pleased to an-
nounce the addition of a new 
division, the VenuWorks Agency. 
Based out of company head-
quarters in Ames IA, and with 
offices in NY, the VenuWorks 
Agency establishes itself as a 
boutique booking group, whose 
primary function is to create 
and develop complete touring 
strategies for the artists it 
represents and to work in close 
collaboration with Performing 
Arts Centers, Promoters, Civic 
and Municipal Stages, Festivals 
and State Fairs across the USA. 
The principal agents behind the 
company are VenuWorks founder 
and C.E.O. Steve Peters, inter-
nationally renowned artist and 
Emmy® nominated producer 
Michael Londra, and marketing 
and Public Television special-
ist Jean Clancy. The headline 
acts represented by VenuWorks 
Agency include Ireland’s biggest 
star Nathan Carter, who since 
catapulting to fame with five 
#1 albums, two #1 singles, and 
three #1 music DVDs in his native 
country, is now blazing a trail 
to international success. Chloë 
Agnew, an original member of 
Celtic Woman supergroup, who 
toured the world with Celtic 

Woman for almost a decade as 
the group’s youngest soloist and 
performed to over 3 million fans 
worldwide before setting out on 
a solo career. Noël The Musical, 
the uplifting Holiday musical 
from international top-selling 
children’s author Eoin Colfer (Ar-
temis Fowl) and preeminent Irish 
film composer Liam Bates. NOËL 
is directed by award-winning 
director Sam Scalamoni (Dis-
ney’s Elf National Tour, Beauty 
& The Beast) and produced by 
VenuWorks Theatricals. Emmy® 
nominated performer and the 
voice of Riverdance on Broad-

way, Michael Londra. Michael 
has toured globally and record-
ed with artists such as Luciano 
Pavarotti and Andrea Bocelli. 
Michael has recently filmed a tv 
special for broadcast on Public 
Television in the Fall 2019/ 
Spring 2020.

Drawing on their collective 
and extensive experience in all 
aspects of booking, mounting 
and marketing shows in the per-
forming arts world, the founders 
of VenuWorks Agency bring their 
expertise in tour creation and 
management to their artists 
and a commitment to excellent 
service with high caliber content 
to the venues with whom they 
will partner. Adopting a person-
al and dynamic approach, the 
company’s main focus will be on 
helping the artists it represents 

Jean Clancy

Michael Londra
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DID YOU KNOW?
If you become a member of 

one of the Irish organizations listed below, 
your subscription to Irish American News is free!

CHICAGO GAELIC PARK 708-687-9323 
IRISH AMERICAN HERITAGE CTR  773-282-7035 x 10 

IRISH AM. SOCIETY OF COUNTY WILL countywillirish.net 
IRISH FELLOWSHIP CLUB irishfellowshipclub.com

Windy City Irish Radio 
with your hosts Mike Shevlin and Tim Taylor
 
Every Wednesday Evening: 8 - 9pm
 

WSBC 1240 AM Chicago
          and

WCFJ 1470 AM Chicago Heights
 
Tune in live each week for the best of Irish culture celebrating music,  
books, theater and the arts appealing to all ages in the Irish community. 
 

Visit our website at http://www.windycityirishradio.com/ 

Or, like us on Facebook 

NEW TO THE AIRWAVES!

A family tradition of Irish Radio in Chicago Since 1951
Jack, Denise, and Ed Hagerty Host 

The Hagerty Irish Hour 
9 am - 11am Saturdays WPNA 1490 AM

Gaelic Park RADIO WCEV 1450AM – 
Sunday 7.05pm-8.pm 708-687-9323

Kitchen Party Ceili at 9pm Central on 
WICR FM 88.7 or www.wicronline.org. Also Monday at 4pm Central 
on WXTF 97.9 FM in Harrisville, Michigan, and on Friday  6:30 am 
Central on Blues and Roots Radio, www.bluesandrootsradio.com

develop and grow their careers 
on a national and international 
stage, while working hand in 
hand with presenters to pro-
vide comprehensive marketing 
support for each show they 
contract. The VenuWorks Agen-
cy proudly represents a select 
group of world-class artists and 
theatrical shows, offering cul-
turally enriching programming 

to Fine Arts presenters. The 
company’s roster spans a wide 
spectrum of art forms from 
music acts to musical theatre 
and dance. VenuWorks Agency 
intends to introduce its artists 
to presenters at upcoming con-
ferences in North America such 
as Arts Midwest, South Arts, PAE, 
APAP and IEBA for the 2020/21 
season.

Steve Peters is founder and 
CEO of VenuWorks, a venue man-
agement company that runs over 
fifty theatres, arenas and con-
vention centers in the US. He is a 
Tony® award nominated produc-
er and Outer Critics Circle award 
winner (You Can’t Take It With 
You starring James Earl Jones) 
and has been twice recognized 
by the International Association 
of Venue Managers; first with 
the McElravey Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award in 2015 and again in 
2018 with the IAVM Foundation 
Legacy Award. Michael Londra is 
an international performer and 
producer who started his career 
as the lead voice of Riverdance 
on Broadway. Since then he has 
co-produced and starred in Be-
yond Celtic, a PBS special which 
aired over 400 times nationally, 
earning him 2 Emmy® nomina-
tions in 2012. Michael continues 
to perform globally as a concert 

management for over two de-
cades, organizing and directing 
large scale tours, live events and 
television/DVD specials. She has 
worked on projects for Celtic 
Thunder, Celtic Woman, Cher-
ish The Ladies, Nathan Carter, 
Michael Londra and Noël the 
Musical amongst others and has 
wide experience working with 
artists, presenters and Public 
Television on touring music 
shows across the US and Canada.

Please visit https://www.
venuworkstheatricals.com/
agency.

  Chloë Agnew

Nathan Carter
artist, releasing 8 al-
bums in 15 countries 
and recording with such 
luminaries as Andrea 
Bocelli and Il Divo. As 
a producer, Michael 
developed NOËL with 
Steve Peters at the Na-
tional Opera House of 
Ireland before bringing 
it on a national US tour 
in 2018. Jean Clancy 
has worked on global 
live tour marketing and 

mailto:makeifer%40comcast.net?subject=
http://countywillirish.net
http://irishfellowshipclub.com
http://www.windycityirishradio.com
http://www.chicagoirishradio.com
https://www.irishhour.com/thehagertyfamily
http://www.goodmorningirelandradio.com
mailto:kitchenpartyceilidh%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.wicronline.org
http://www.bluesandrootsradio.com
https://www.venuworkstheatricals.com/agency
https://www.venuworkstheatricals.com/agency
https://www.venuworkstheatricals.com/agency
mailto:joemcshanemusic%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Hello there again, hope your all 
enjoying this beautiful summer 
weather. I spent the month of 
June roaming around Ireland with 
my almost 16 year old daughter. 
I’ll go back to the beginning start-
ing with week one. We flew Chi-
cago to London (shopping) picked 
up my niece so she could visit her 
mum’s grave in Ireland. We flew 
into Belfast international airport. 
I had booked an automatic car 
ahead of time, yes I can drive a 
stick shift, that’s the only cars we 
grew up driving in Ireland but due 
to a torn rotary cuff I wanted to 
take it easy. Anyway they gave 
me a beautiful white automatic 
Mercedes Benz, took a while to 
work out all the gadgets and the 
GPS  but of course we are smart 
women who always get the hang 
of things in the end.

Headed for Omagh, visited 
my little sisters grave, which 

was very sad. I had brought 
a wreathe with me that had 
butterfly flowers in all pastel 
colours as after she passed away 
I had this white butterfly follow 
me around my garden. I live on 
a park and it would accompany 
me on my morning walks, it 
would also try to follow me into 
my house. Everyone I told was 
adamant that it was my sister. 
I took my niece out by our old 
farm house that backed onto the 
Gortin Glen Forest Park. I told her 
how much we loved growing up 
there and recited funny stories 
about her mum to make her smile 
and just as we were getting into 
the Mercedes a beautiful white 
butterfly slowly glided across the 
front window shield. I screamed 
out in shock, we all looked at 
each other and started to cry, we 
knew exactly who that butterfly 
represented. We booked into a 

hotel that evening so we could 
meet up with family members. 
Next day I dropped my niece off 
for her flight back to London to 
be with her husband and children.

So that’s when our daughter 
and Mummy TRIP began. First we 
stopped by Lurgan in Co .Armagh 
(shopping) were my best friend 
Stephanie (Rip) family lived, her 
mum Pat who was like a mother to 
me just passed away and I wanted 
to visit the family and offer my 
condolences as they are all like 
family to me. I’m godmother to 
her son who has a gorgeous wee 
boy who looked at me with Steph-
anie’s eyes, made me cry as she 
loved children. The girls work in 
retail and gave us beautiful purses 
along with a box of mum’s ashes. 
I buried them in my suitcase to 
keep them safe. We booked into 
the Ashburn Hotel were Stephanie 
and I and her brothers would go 
dancing back in the day, it was 
great being back but bitter sweet. 
We visited the rest of the Fox 
family. Adrian (younger brother) 
has suffered multiple strokes 
and can barely hold a pen but 
continues with his poems and art 

work he’s a great inspiration to 
us all. Heart breaking to leave 
everyone not knowing when you 
might see them again but we had 
to motor on.

I was anxious to get to my 
parents grave in St. Johnston 
Donegal, I hadn’t been for 12 
years. I needed that connection 
even though it was the worst day 
of my life burying them it actually 
is a comfort to sit by their grave. 
My cousins live by the graveyard, 
their parents are in there too and 
also my little13 year old cousin 
who tragically drowned last time 
I was home. My heart broke for 
his mum. I also had a brother who 
died at 12 months old he’s buried 
in there too. My daughter and 
I had brought a bunch of metal 
hearts to put on all the graves, 
felt good to leave a little piece 
of us behind. We checked into the 
Jackson Hotel and my cousins on 
my Fathers side came to meet us 
we had a wonderful time catching 
up, did my heart good. These 
cousins got our Gallagher name 
into the Guinness book of records 
by inviting everyone with that 
name to come to Ireland and they 

did, they came from all over the 
world. They also ran the Dublin 
26k marathon. BRILLIANT !!!!

We travelled onwards to Bun-
crana to visit more cousins.
(shopping) I wanted my daughter 
to meet our family ,she had met 
them all before when she was 
younger but now as a teenager 
hopefully she will remember 
them all. I know it sounds so 
sad of a trip but we had great 
laughs along the way. We stayed 
in some great hotels, every hotel 
bathroom was different, and we 
had round toilets, square toilets. 
Faucets we had to figure out 
to turn on. Trying to navigate 
through their sky television was 
Hilarious.

Next stop was to see my cousins 
on my mother’s O’Roarty side,  
then work our way towards Mayo, 
Roscommon, Athlone, & Cleggan 
making our way towards my beau-
tiful mother-in-laws home Inish 
Bofin Island were her great grand-
father was king of Inish Turk. Many 
thanks for your support. Tune 
in for the rest of it next month. 
Contact me at Jcoleman58@
wowway.com

4626 North Knox Avenue 
Suite 301 
Chicago, IL 60630

(773) 282-8445 
(888) 353-2447

fax (773) 282-8446 
info@irishchicago.org

Hours 8am-4:30pm

For more information visit: 
www.irishchicago.org

ICS is a 501(c)3 not for profit 
charitable organization

  SERVICES INCLUDE:
 ♦ Immigration and naturalization services

 ♦ Irish Chaplain offering pastoral 
  and counseling services

 ♦ Full time Irish social worker providing  
  social services

 ♦ Seniors outreach program serving 
  over 80 seniors weekly, including guest 
  speakers and live events.

 ♦ Innovative student exchange program 
  pioneered with Department of  
  Foreign Affairs, Trinity, NUIG and UCC

 ♦ J-1 student assistance

An Immigration and Social Services Provider

SERVE  |  EMPOWER  |  CONNECT

mailto:Jcoleman58@wowway.com
mailto:Jcoleman58@wowway.com
http://www.irishchicago.org
http://www.paloscountryclub.com


BECOME A MEMBER!
MEMBERSHIPS RENEWED ANNUALLY: 

Associate $35   Family $35   Full $25   Junior $5
Name___________________________________
________________________________________
ADDRESS_______________________________
_________________________________________
City_____________________________________

State__________         Zip__________________
Emal___________________________________
Phone__________________________ 

 To join, visit www.countywillirish.net to pay us-
ing PayPal,  or mail in a check with the form 
below to:  Irish American Society of County 

Will   PO Box 81   Manhattan, IL 60442

   The Irish American Society of County Will 
hereby pledges itself  to the following ideals:  

* To promote Irish culture in  America and to preserve 
Irish-American Heritage 

* To promote education, friendship, understanding and 
cooperation among members, and the community in general. 
* To promote and cooperate in  the general welfare work 

of   the community.

WillCountyCelticFest.com

Will County Celtic Fest
St. Joe’s Park, Joliet
Saturday, Aug. 24th 

Noon - 9 PM

Music, Food, Beer & Fun!
All Welcome

Celtic Fest entertainment 
line-up beginning at 1PM:

Durty Wellies 
High Wine 

The J&B Student Players 
Keigher Academy of Irish Dance

Providence HS Pipe & Drum band
Waco with Pat Otto 

Jeff Givens and The Mugshot Saints

(Below) Four of the top bluegrass musicians in the Chicago area, Pat Otto, Wavy 
Dave Burlingame, Mike Church & Rob Anderlik first met at late night jam session 

and felt a deep musical connection from the moment they played together. Even 
better, they discovered they shared a wide range of musical interests, ranging from 

Southern and Classic Rock, Blues, Swing, Folk & Irish music and of course, 
Bluegrass. Steeped in bluegrass and with chops to spare, these guys deliver the goods!

High Wine
High Wine is a diverse and rotating collective of seasoned musicians from different backgrounds 

and  genres, coming together to celebrate the marriage of Celtic & American roots music. They 
are the result of a number of late-night gatherings, years of mutual admiration between mem-
bers, and a long-running desire to share this music and a stage together. High Wine made its 

debut at the 2019 Manhattan Irish Fest. They will continue to perform around the Midwest re-
gion and beyond, adding material to their repertoire and expanding their circle of members 
along the way, always striving to bring a unique and memorable experience to the audience.

http://www.willcountycelticfest.com


Irish Fellowship Club 2019
Golf and Baseball in July!

 The Irish Fellowship Club has had a very 
successful summer of events spanning the City of 
Chicago.  On June 8, the Club sponsored a sold out 
roof top party at the Cubs Sox Crosstown Classic.  
It was a great night of food, baseball, and fellow-
ship.  It was especially great for south siders due to 
the Sox victory.  The evening was enjoyed by all.
 The Club held one of the country’s finest 
Irish golf outings at beautiful Beverly Country 
Club on July 15.  The 46th annual “Irish Open” was 
sold out, as usual.  The participants enjoyed a first 
class outing.  The golf committee deserves credit 
for another success.  
 Memberships are available in the Irish Fel-
lowship Club.  Besides having numerous events, 
the Club raises funds for philanthropic causes in 
the Chicago area, and most importantly provides 
scholarship assistance to each of the Catholic high 
schools in the Chicagoland area. For more Info 
contact Kathy Taylor at KTaylor@fuseteam.com.

mailto:KTaylor@fuseteam.com
https://www.irishfellowshipclub.com/index.php/membership/online-membership-application
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This is an exclusive travel program presented by InterTrav Corporation  

Houli is Doing it Again! 
Join radio personality Mike Houlihan for  

Houli’s Craic & Music Tour  
       of Ireland 2019! 

          October 11 - 19, 2019 
           $2,585 Per Person from Chicago 

Special Musical Guest 
Southside Irish Balladeer  

Liam Durkin  
 

Liam is visiting Ireland for his first 
time! Share the Emerald Isle            
experience with this young           

troubadour who’s been called the   
reincarnation of Gordon Lightfoot 

and Paddy Reilly.  
The craic will be mighty! 

Space is limited! 
Sign-up at www.GroupTripsAndTravel.com 

SOLD OUT!

THANK YOU IAN READERS!

SEE YOU NEXT YEAR!

Enjoy the Full Program on Saturday, Oct. 19: Free Entry Thanks to Our Sponsors!

iBAM! Awardee; Visual Arts, 
Calligrapher, Denis Brown 
Of Dublin, Ireland.

iBAM! Awardee; Literature, 
Author, Playwright, Eoin Colfer
Co. Wexford, Ireland

Author, Peace Advocate, Survivor of 
Miami Showband Massacre, 
Stephen Travers.

Author,
and Peace 
Advocate, 

David 
Lattimore

Author, 
Dennis 
O’Leary

Author, 
Christie 
Severs

Author, 
Judy 

Burke

Get Your Ticket to the 
iBAM! 11 Gala Awards 

Dinner October 18
www.ibamchicago.com
or call 847-872-0700

The full iBAM! program will be held one 
day only, Saturday, October 19, so come on 
out and meet calligrapher Denis Brown all 
the way from Dublin, and over 30 authors,  
including Eoin Colfer from Co. Wexford; 

author of the Artemis Fowl series for young 
adults, Stephen Travers, Miami Showband 
survivor and peace advocate from N. Ire-
land, & David Lattimore, author, minister, 
and peace advocate from Northern Ireland.

Films, Theatre, Music and more at the 
Irish American Heritage Center, 4626 N. 
Knox Ave., Chicago. 

Look for more complete info in our Sep-
tember and October editions!

http://www.grouptripsandtravel.com
http://www.ibamchicago.com
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Thank You! 
iBAM! Sponsors

The 3 day ‘Walk for Peace’ in honor of Lyra McKee arrived in Derry. 
Yesterday I met my daughter there, and after a sudden shower, a 
rainbow appeared beside the Peace Bridge. photo by Trudy Prescott

http://www.ibamchicago.com
http://www.ibamchicago.com
http://www.paloscountryclub.com
http://www.paloscountryclub.com
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This article is written by 
Barry Stapleton, Director of 
the Ward Irish Music Archives, 
Milwaukee Irish Fest.

He will be writing this col-
umn to highlight the history 
of Irish music and the immense 
scope of the archives housed in 
Milwaukee. Irish music lovers 
enjoy!

Dan Emmett
Daniel Decatur Emmett 

was born in Mount Ver-
non, Ohio, on October 29, 
1815. Like many others 
that were to populate the 
early minstrelsy circuit, 
Emmett came from an 
Irish-American family. His 
grandfather, John Emmett 
came to America from Ire-
land sometime before the 
revolutionary war where 
he served as a surgeon and 
chaplain. In 1788 he had a 
son, Abraham who lived in 
Virginia with his family un-
til coming to Mount Vernon, 
Ohio in around 1812 and 
was among its earliest settlers.

Not much is known about Em-
mett’s early childhood except 
that in his old age he recalled 
that as a youth “it was a fash-
ion in those days among the 
young people to try their skill 
at making verses, and sing them 
to some popular tune.” Most of 
the tunes which impressed Em-
mett were of Irish, Scottish or 
English origin, with some early 
American Negro minstrel music. 
At age fifteen he had written 
and performed his first original 
composition at an 1830 Fourth 
of July celebration. This song is 
still a popular song today called 
Old Dan Tucker. 

At seventeen Emmett left 
home and joined the U.S. Army, 
becoming the lead fifer at Jef-

ferson Barracks, Missouri. When 
the Army found out he lied about 
his age he was dismissed. The 
next few years he would sign 
on with various circus bands 
and continued to perform in 
public. In 1842 Emmett joined 
the “Original Virginia Minstrels” 
where he played fiddle. It was 
an immediate success and their 
act was being copied all over the 
country. They even did a tour in 
Great Britain. Unfortunately the 

group soon went there separate 
ways. 

Upon returning to the States 
he dabbled in acting and man-
aging minstrel shows but he 
belonged on the stage. His main 
instrument throughout his years 
was the banjo. Emmett joined 
Bryant’s Minstrels in New York 
in 1858 where he stayed and 
worked until 1867. From 1867 
to 1888 he lived in Chicago once 
again plying his stagecraft of 
song accompanying himself on 
the fiddle and the banjo.

In 1859 Emmett wrote the 
song which would make him 
famous. Dixie’s Land, which 
was eventually shortened to 
Dixie, became a smash hit. It 
was written as a walkaround, 
which is a section of the show 

during which each performer 
walked several times around 
the inside of a semicircle in 
which his fellow performers 
were seated and then did his 
particular specialty in the center 
of the stage. With the Civil War 
impending the South picked up 
Dixie as its unofficial confeder-
ate anthem. Emmett, being a 
Unionist was not happy about 
this at all. Even today Dixie can 
bring up controversy. Schools, 
plays and States have all been 
litigated against for usage of 
this song, claiming its offensive 
in one form or another. After the 
war Dixie regained its popularity 
in the North.

By 1882 Emmett, now in his 
sixties, was still touring and 
would sing his famous song Dixie 
to standing ovations. He toured 

with the Leavitt Gigantean 
Minstrels in the 1880’s and 
in 1895, at the age of eighty, 
he took his last tour with Al 
Field’s troupe, mostly tour-
ing through the South. He 
returned to Mount Vernon 
in 1888 where he lived the 
last years of his life. 

Like most entertainers in 
those days Emmett retired 
penniless. He would chop 
and saw wood for farmers 
to put a meal on his table. 
Upon finding out of his sit-
uation in 1893 the Actor’s 
Fund of America in New York 
City granted him a weekly 

sum of five dollars a week. He 
lived on this until he died on 
June 28, 1904. He was always 
considered a local celebrity and 
this small community still hon-
ors his life with various events 
and lectures. A monument has 
been erected in his honor and 
his birthplace is now a historic 
landmark.

Besides Old Dan Tucker and 
Dixie, other famous songs cred-
ited to Emmet are Turkey in 
the Straw, Old Zip Coon, The 
Blue Tail Fly, and De Boat-
man’s Dance. In 1943 Bing Cros-
by played Dan Emmett in the 
film-story of his life called, of 
course, “Dixie.”

Article written by Barry Sta-
pleton of the Ward Irish Music 
Archives, Milwaukee Irish Fest.

Irish American Baseball Hall of Fame 
Announces 2019 Inductees:  

 
The Irish American Baseball 

Hall of Fame (IABHOF) inducted 
its Class of 2019 on Friday, June 
28, at Foley’s NY Pub & Restau-
rant (18 W. 33rd St.), home of 
the IABHOF. 
Former Players - Dale Murphy: 

During a career spent mostly 
with the Atlanta Braves, Mur-
phy won back-to-back NL MVP 
Awards (1982–83), 4 Silver Slug-
ger Awards (1982–85), and 5 Gold 
Gloves (1982–86).

Danny O’Connell: During a 
career cut short by military ser-
vice, he amassed over 1,000 hits 
in the Major Leagues, hit in 26 
straight games with the Pirates 
in 1953, led the 1961 Washington 
Senators in hits, and scored the 

first ever West Coast run for the 
SF Giants against the LA Dodgers 
on Opening Day 1958.

 Media - Tom McCarthy: The 
announcer has done play-by-play 
for the Philadelphia Phillies for 
the past decade.

Manager - Brian Snitker: NL 
Manager of the Year Award for 
the 2018 season, Snitker has 
been with the Atlanta Braves 
since signing as a minor leaguer 
in 1977 and also served as a mi-
nor league manager and coach.

Executives - John Fitzgerald: 
Founder of the Irish Junior Na-
tional Baseball Team, the first 
team to win a gold medal for 
Ireland in international com-
petition and the founder of the 
Baseball United Foundation, 
a nonprofit organization that 
works to advance youth baseball 
in Ireland and around the world.

John L. Harrington: CEO of 
the Red Sox instrumental in as-

sembling the successful Boston 
teams of the late 1990s and 
early 2000s. He championed in-
terleague play and the Wild Card 
playoff format, built the club’s 
spring training facility in Fort 
Myers and brought the All-Star 
Game to Fenway Park in 1999.

“This year’s class includes one 
of the best all-around players of 
the 1980s, the reigning NL Man-
ager of the Year, an award-win-
ning baseball documentarian, an 
iconic baseball executive, and 
one of baseball’s best broadcast-
ers,” said Shaun Clancy, owner 
of Foley’s Pub, which features 
one of the country’s most exten-
sive public displays of baseball 
memorabilia.

The Irish American Baseball 
Hall of Fame will also present 
its annual Pete Caldera-Duke 
Castiglione “I Didn’t Know You 
Were Irish Award, which goes to 
an honoree whose Irish roots are 
not widely known. This year’s 
honoree is Tyler Tumminia, 
senior vice president of the 
Goldklang Group, which owns 
several professional baseball 
teams.

New this year is the introduc-
tion of the Clive Butterworth 
Award, which recognizes out-
standing volunteer service to 
youth and amateur baseball in 
Ireland. The first award post-
humously to the award’s name-
sake, Clive Butterworth, who 
introduced the game of baseball 
to Ireland in 1958. He was solely 
responsible for the growth of 
youth and adult amateur base-
ball in Waterford and Dublin for 
nearly a decade.

2019 Irish American Hall of Fame induction class
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