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Your Scrap Metal Connection

e Found “Highly Qualified” for the Circuit Court Position by the lllinois State Bar Association

e Found “Highly Qualified” by Chicago Bar Association
e Served as Berwyn Township Committeeman
e Served with distinction as a Judge for six years
e Served as President of the West Suburban Bar

Tom Boyle Moves to FNB Brookfield

After thirty-eight years in vari-
ous positions at the local commu-
nity bank, Countryside Bank, Tom
Boyle (pictured) will be moving his
expertise to the Board of Directors
at First National Bank Brookfield
where he will rejoin Dan Har-
rington and Mike Ryan.

Boyle was born in Visitation
parish on the south side. He is a
graduate of Leo High School, St.
Joseph's College, Western Illinois
University, and the Graduate
School of Banking at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin. After school,
Boyle began his career as a bank

examiner for the State of Illinois
in 1974, and then subsequently
served as an auditor and loan of-
ficer at Ford City Bank from 1977
to 1982. He settled with his wife,
Josephine, and four (now grown)
children in Burr Ridge.

Boyle joined Countryside Bank
in 1982, only a few years after its
formation, as a loan officer. He
eventually became President in
1997 and Vice Chairman in 2009.
In addition to his work at Coun-
tryside Bank, he has served on
numerous committees and been
a member of countless organi-

Red Apple Buffet

Association

e Served as President of Lyons Township Democratic Organization
e Served as elected President of the 45,000 member lllinois State Bar Association
e Served as Lyons Township Supervisor, Trustee and Township Trustee of Schools, and Trustee of the Village of Western Springs.
Paid for by Committee To Elect Russ Hartigan Judge. A copy of our report filed with the State Board of Elections is (or will be) available on the board’s official website or for purchase from the State Board of Elections, Springfield, lllinois.
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zations, including the American
Banker's Association, the Illinois
Banker's Association, and the
Chicago Bankers Club. He has been

instrumental in the Irish American
community in the city, not only in
terms of serving as a banker, but
also as a member of Chicago Gael-
ic Park, where he sat on the Board
of Directors for over twenty-five
years and as President for three.
He is a member of St. John of the
Cross Parish in Western Springs.

Please join us in congratulating
him on a successful career at
Countryside Bank and wishing
him continued success at FNB
Brookfield.

Contributor to the library & Longstanding

member of the Irish American Heritage Center
Taught and Coached at St Bartholomew School
and at Marist High School

All four Grandparents from Ireland!


http://www.centralmetalrecycling.com
https://hartiganforjudge.com/
http://www.redapplebuffet.com
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From the
Motherland

By Sean Farvell

Guests Of The Nation

Direct provision, central to Ireland’s
treatment of refugees seeking international
protection and asylum here, has become
a significant political issue. Opposition
has emerged in several rural communities
over plans to set up new asylum centres,
with pickets on designated premises. Two
mothballed hotels in Moville and Roosky
earmarked for asylum centres were
subjected to arson attacks. More serious
was the burning, outside his house, of
Sinn Fein TD Martin Kenny’s car , after he
publicly supported a proposed centre in
Ballinamore, Co Leitrim. The attack was
widely condemned and could serve as a
wake -up call. A round-the-clock picket of
the proposed centre was removed in mid-
November after a High Court injunction.
How enduring local opposition will be
remains to be seen.

The demonstrations and pickets have
been directed, not at the notion of asy-
lum seekers per se, but at a perceived
lack of consultation and information from
Government agencies, seen as less than
transparent. There are objections also,
not without substance, that there are
inadequate infrastructures locally to meet
refugee needs; Ballinamore, for example,
with a population of 914, and an infrastruc-
ture to match, is set to receive 130 asylum
seekers. The protests and placards have
also called for the scrapping of the Direct
Provision system, condemning it as inhu-
mane and demanding that asylum seekers
receive better treatment. These last have
been dismissed as disingenuous by counter
demonstrators in support of refugees who
have made accusations of racism - strenu-
ously denied - and of manipulation by right
wing outsiders.

Direct Provision was established as
an “emergency measure” in 1999, and
arguably in recent years there have been
improvements to many (though certainly
not all) of its more objectionable features.
Many local communities have welcomed
asylum seekers over the years. So do re-
cent events show Ireland becoming more
racist or anti - immigrant, after actually
receiving proportionately more EU migrants
after the 2004 Enlargement than any other
country, including Britain, where the post
-2004 influx is believed to have been a
major factor in the 2016 “Leave” vote?

Was Casey’s showing in

last year’s Presidential

election, where 10% of

the whole electorate

voted for him after he
made anti-Traveller remarks, a portent for
the future? Is Ireland, which takes much
inspiration from the Nordic model, about
to experience an anti- immigrant back-
lash similar to that which has fuelled the
emergence of right wing political parties
throughout Scandinavia? Will the issue of
Immigration, as some assert, become an
issue in the next General Election?

Answers to the questions posed need
to be teased out in some detail, though
in short the answers are negative. The
Irish people have welcomed, settled and
integrated relatively large numbers of
immigrants in the last two decades without
much friction or prejudice in a period which
spanned the 2008 economic crash, despite
being a society frankly unused to immigra-
tion. There is little interest in or support
for any anti-immigration political party
and the firm consensus among politicians
against one is clear. A recent attempt by
an independent rural TD to attack Nigerian
immigrants in particular for sending money
home was firmly dismissed by the Taoiseach
and the President, both of whom referred
to the vital assistance provided by remit-
tances home from Irish emigrants in the
quite recent past.

Direct Provision, which nobody likes and
few defend, is” live” now for a particular
reason. It was introduced to cope with what
was for Ireland in 1999 an unprecedented
influx of asylum seekers annually - 7224
in 1999, up from 4626 in 1998 and 424
in 1995. The number peaked in 2002 at
11,634, gradually declining to under 1000
in 2013 but since then has risen steadily to
3673 in 2018 and is expected to reach well
over 4000 by year’s end, pushing an already
creaking system to breaking point.

There are currently roughly 6,000 people
in Direct Provision, including 1,672 minors,
plus 778 persons who have received refugee
status but cannot afford outside accommo-
dation. They are housed in several dozen
Direct Provision Centres scattered around
Ireland (significantly only two in Dublin),
all of which are full, while a further 1531
persons, including 290 children, are housed
in temporary emergency accommodation
centres opened over the last year. Some
8,700 applicants are currently awaiting
asylum decisions (the balance applicants
not requiring Direct Provision).

Under the system, after processing,
newly arrived asylum seekers are accom-
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modated in a regional centre, theoretically
suited to their circumstances, while their
cases are considered. There are currently
thirty eight centres (the number fluctu-
ates), with plans to set up more to cope
with recent increases in applications. Most
are contracted out and privately run, and
provide full board to residents, about a
third of whom have access to their own
cooking facilities ( a major issue). The cen-
tres range in size and type; the largest, the
former holiday camp at Mosney in Meath,
holds 900, while many are small hotels or
purpose built hostels. A much liked centre
in Dublin’s Hatch Street was closed last
year amid plans to become a five star hotel.

Asylum seekers are paid a weekly allow-
ance of €38.80 (€29.80 for children), are
entitled to free medical screening on arrival
and qualify for a medical card, giving free
access to medical care. School education
is free. Since July 2018 asylum seekers can
apply for work (a major improvement, long
sought and lobbied for) after nine months
inIreland, though those appealing an initial
rejection of their case are excluded. As of
November, 3350 applications to work out
of 5000 had been approved.

There are obviously problems lumping
people of different cultures, language and
beliefs together, with little privacy and
few individual needs and requirements
catered for. However, the system, which

DOCTOR / PHYSICAL THERAPY VISITS

HEALTHY HAPPY

on paper looks fine, and after all provides
safety and security for refugees who have
fled persecution, probably would have and
could have worked well if only the asylum
process from start to finish could have been
compressed and streamlined into a few
months. This has manifestly not proven
to be the case. Most asylum seekers, once
turned down, appealed the decision, with,
over time, an elaborate appeals procedure
evolving, which in many cases has dragged
on for years, institutionalising and isolating
individuals and whole families in asylum
centres, with all the attendant pressures
and strains this brings.

The current surge in demand for Direct
Provision accommodation could not have
come at a worse time, with Ireland still very
much in its post- crash hangover where the
building industry is concerned. Not enough
houses and apartments are being built to
meet the current housing shortage let
alone cater for both a rising population and
existing pent up demand. Local authorities
have had to grapple with an unprecedented
situation that has left 10,000, including
many families, homeless and in emergency
accommodation. With new asylum seekers
arriving at close to 100 a week, and no
available accommodation, there has been
no option but to source new premises and
locations. Hence the current problem and
hence the stoking of local fears. (next pg)
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(from previous pg) There is general agreement that Direct Provision,
after twenty years, is a flawed system which needs a radical overhaul.
But how to proceed7 Is there a magic bullet, and if so what is it?
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Shamrock American Club Events

The Annual Christmas Brunch
will be held on Sunday December
15th in the Shamrock American
Room. Mass will be at 10:00am
with brunch to follow Mass. Santa
Claus will be making an appear-
ance with gifts for all the good
little and not so little boys and
girls! Parents please bring a
wrapped gift with your child’s
name on it to be passed out. Cof-
fee, tea and goodies will also be
available. Adults are $13.00 per
person and children 5-12 are $6.00
and under 4 are free. Call Pauline
Scollard by December 12th with
your reservation.

January 4th the

Shamrock American Club will
hold its annual Card Party! Doors
open at 7:30pm with playing
to start at 8:00pm. Card game
“25” $20.00 per person, Card
game “31” $10.00 per person to
include cash bar and tea, coffee,
and goodies will be served. Grab
a group of your friends and have
a great night of card playing!
The more that plays the bigger
the pay!

There will be a table for Begin-
ners “25” for ones that would like
to learn how to play.

Contact scollard@att.net
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New Celtic Women CD:

Multi-platinum international music
sensation, Celtic Woman return with the
ultimate Christmas Gift: a collection of
their very favourite Christmas songs.
Celtic Woman is the most successful
all-female group in Irish history, with a
legacy of 12 consecutive Billboard num-

ber ones, 10 million album sales, and
an incredible 1 billion online streams
to date.

From delicate traditional Irish carols
to magnificent uplifting anthems, Celtic
Woman has a wealth of seasonal music
to gladden your heart on their brand-new
studio album ‘The Magic of Christmas’.
Hear stunning new arrangements of the

OLDEST
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AWARD WINNING .
MICKEY BURGER

PRIVATE EVENTS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

LOCATED IN HEART OF HISTORIC FREE PARKING
DOWNTOWN LIBERTYVILLE GARAGE IN BACK

FREE
LIVEC
MUSH

WEEKEND
BRUNCH

BEER GARDEN

Magic of Christmas

classics Silent Night, O Holy Night and
Auld Lang Syne alongside the ancient
Gaelic carols Dia do Bheatha and The
Wexford Carol. Hear the jingle of bells
as you glide through the snowy land-
scape of Sleigh Ride and get ready to
sing along when it’s time to Deck the
Halls!

Celtic Woman'’s ‘The Magic of Christ-
mas’ fuses shimmering strings, the
tinkle of the Irish harp, the proud call
of the bagpipes, and the beat of the
bodhran drum, paired with Tara’s lilt-
ing fiddle and the crystalline voices of
Mairéad, Eabha and Megan. Following
its debut on PBS in 2005, the group has
achieved massive success encompassing
twelve chart-topping albums, eight
DVDs and nine public television specials
leading to sales of over ten million
albums, with platinum success in nine
countries. Each of its CDs - including
Destiny which was nominated for a
Grammy - has debuted at #1 on Bill-
board’s World Albums chart. The group
has been named Billboard Magazine’s #1
World Albums Artist six times.

Available at many retailers.

Www.Celticwoman.com
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GLASSIC 847-362-BREW

PUB FARE 345N, MILWAUKEE AVE., LIBERTYVILLE  WWW.MICKEYFINNSBREWERY.COM

CHICAGO

Commercial

COMPASS

Sean Dailey

NI ce B 1M 773-954-0942
estate advisor.

20 Years of Investment Experience

www.sean-dailey.com
sean.dailey@compass.com

Development & Selling Investment Real Estate

“CLOSED”
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE - $725,000
21514 W. Hummingbird Ct.
Kildeer, IL 60047
Luxury Remodeled Single Family Home
In Sought After Kildeer Location

“FOR SALE”
INVESTMENT REAL ESTATE
POOPY’S BAR/CONCERT VENUE
$2,300,000 - ONE OF A KIND WORLD
FAMOUS BAR/RESTAURANT/CONCERT
VENUE WITH 4 BARS, OUTDOOR MUSIC
VENUE, APPAREL STORE & PARKING for 200!
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Celebrate with Donegal Imports as They Reach Their 40th Year in Business!

If knowledge is power con-
sider this. Alex McGrath, (a
star footballer in Ireland
back in the day) and his
wife, Sheila, have the power
to connect you with almost
anything you might need
from the Emerald Isle.

Located at 5358 W Devon
Ave, Chicago, Illinois 60646,
on the Northwest Side of the
city, Donegal Imports opened
on November 9, 1979 while

the couple were just begin-
ning the business of raising a
young family!

Experts in Belleek, Water-
ford, Aran Knit Sweaters,
tweed caps and hats, Win-
ston sausages, rashers, crys-
tal, favorite Irish foods - you
name it, they know it, and if
they don’t they will find out
for you.

Donegal is also one of the
only places where you can pick

A variety of Tweed Hats and Caps. Irish foods too!

Merry Christmas From The

Griffin Family To Yours.

Paid For By Elect Judge Griffin

up newspapers direct from
Ireland in their printed form!

Alex worked for Jewel
Foods and then as a manag-
er of Dominick Food Stores
before he took the leap into
business on his own! “Sheila
had faith in my business
sense and our being able to
work together to build this,
so | gave up the security and
we went for it,” laughs Alex.

They had one of the top
Irish Radio Shows in Chicago
in the 1980’s, and every year
Donegal Imports would help
out WGN’s Wally Philips and
the Neediest Kids Fund by
donating a crystal Waterford
Chandelier.

That’s probably one of the
reasons the McGrath family
were voted “Irish Family
of the Year,” during the Pat
Roche Irish Feis sometime in

Shop Local!

the 1980’s!

If you have never been in,
the Christmas season would
be a great time to give it a go.

Alex, Sheila and the entire
family know the meaning of
customer service and look
forward to your visit.

Special Holiday Hours Mon-
days starting December 9

thru Christmas from 9a.m.
to 5pm.
Tuesdays 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Wednesdays 10 am - 5:00 pm
Thursdays 12:00pm - 6 pm
Fridays 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Saturdays 10 am - 4:00 pm
Sundays 11am. to 4:30pm.
Phone and fax are the same
773-792-2377.

Plenty of Aran Knit Sweaters available for Chicago’s

cold Winters!

Some of the McGrath Clan: Back row; Noeleen, Sheila, Alex, Michelle, Alastar,
(with Maeve on his shoulders), and Anne. Front: Keira, Alex, and Caitlin.


https://judgejohngriffin.com/
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Former Taoiseach Enda
Kenny, invited to Notre Dame
to honor Denis Mulcahy who
founded Project children,
spoke at the Union League
Club about the future of Ire-
land. The former Governor
of Virginia, James McDow-
ell, Ireland’s Ambassador
to America, Dan Mulhall,
Irish Consul General Brian
O’Brien, Vice-Consul Sarah
Keating and Irish tenor, An-
thony Kearns also attended.
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Former Taoiseach Enda Kenny, Ireland Ambassador to U.S. Dan Mulhall, Former Governor of
Virginia James McDowell and Tenor Anthony Kearns Meet With Chicago at Union League Club
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SAVE THE DATE!
A Celebration
of Ireland
Spring Gala
Saturday, May 16, 2020
Contact: Aubrie Willaert
312-362-8585
a.willaert@depaul.edu
Wan
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The Galway Arms Call Patrick Riordan today!
2442 N. Clark Street, Chicago 60614 (773) 472-5555

CHICAGO’S HOME FOR TRADITIONAL IRISH MUSIC
Sunday: The Galway Arms Sunday Session
featuring Paddy Homan and friends
Tuesday: Pat Quinn and friends*
Wednesday: Pauline Conneely and friends™*
Thursday: Rachel Gribben and friends*
6035 N. Northwest Hwy. Suite 207 Chicago, IL 60631

Upstairs Wedding and Wedding Rehearsal Dinners

773.631.3388
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Two Weeks Left to See “Looking at the Stars,” an Irish Art Exhibition at Notre Dame

By Katherine lannitelli

| fancy myself a lover of all
things Irish and, in another vein, a
bit of an art aficionado. But when
| visited the University of Notre
Dame’s Snite Museum of Art to see
“Looking at the Stars,” a special
exhibition of Irish art, | had to

admit my knowledge of Irish visual
artists was a mostly blank canvas
(pun wholeheartedly intended).
Apparently, I’'m not alone.
“When we think about Irish
culture, we think about perform-
ing arts and literature,” says the
museum’s Curator of European

Art Cheryl Snay. She explains that
organizing this exhibition was a
learning experience for her as
well. “(Irish) fine art, painting,
sculpture, printmaking, and pho-
tography are less familiar. The
point we’re trying to make is that
Irish culture does have a visual
component.”

And make the point, they cer-
tainly have.

The exhibition features paint-
ings from a 2018 gift of the Donald
and Marilyn Keough Foundation,
as well as loans from Chica-
go collectors Patricia and John
O’Brien, and many works from
the university’s Rare Books and
Special Collections housed at the
Hesburgh Libraries.

Upon turning the corner to the
0’Shaughnessy Galleries, one
is immediately drawn in by the
burnt orange halo over a prayerful
“Young Claudius,” the exhibition’s
signature piece by Mary Swanzy,
who painted the 1942 oil-on-can-
vas upon returning to Ireland after
fleeing the WWII air raids over her
London home.

Flanking Swanzy’s allegorical
composition are stunning19th-
and 20th-century land- and sea-
scape masterpieces, including the
quaint “Cattle at Moldowney,” by
Nathaniel Hone II; the placid blues
and grays of “Roadside Cottages”
by Paul Henry and “Boulders Off
the West” by E. Grace Mitchell
Henry; a colorful “Torremolinos”
by Roderic 0’Conor; and two
figures by Jack Butler Yeats: the
mysterious “Driftwood in a Cave”
and the dynamic “Scratch Mare.”

Also featured are Yeats’s whim-
sical illustrations, charmingly dis-
played on open pages of the rare
books they embellish. One of the
texts on display, as the thought-
fully crafted caption explains, was
published by the “Cuala Press,” an
organization founded by Yeats’s
sisters Elizabeth and Lily, with
editorship by brother William
Butler Yeats.

The tone then shifts, dramat-
ically, with a series of intense,
mesmerizing, black-and-white
portraits of Ireland’s Travellers
by photographer Alen MacWeeney,
who befriended the storied people
serendipitously on the outskirts

of Dublin in 1965. Over six years’
time, he captured spectacular
details of their austere lifestyle,
contrasted by images of light-
hearted playfulness. In some, his
subjects are caught engaging with

v

each other in poignant and tender
moments. In others, their eyes
lock onto his lens with a serene
sureness that is breathtaking.
“| wanted to show their
Continued to page 16
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All the readers of Irish American News

Standing, left to right: Terry Sullivan, Emilie McGuire, Patrick C. Anderson, Dennis M. Lynch,
Matthew M. Gannon, Joan M. Mannix, Neil Schelhammer, Terry Geoghegan.
eft to right: David P. Huber, Martin Healy, Jr., John P. Scanlon, Kevin T. Veugeler Not Pictured: Matthe

Patrick C. Anderson
Matthew M. Gannon
Legal Assistants:
Neil Schelhammer
Emilie McGuire
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Constructing Alice

By: Cecil Allen, Self-Published

“Constructing Alice” is an extraordinary
novel about what characteristics to encour-
age in a child. It is also an amazing social
history of Ireland. Each chapter is like a
scene in a play—bright, memorable, and
powerful. Allen understands the immediacy
and magic of the theatre. This is probably
due to his theatre experience, as he was a
professional actor.

Allen is the author of the grand, sweep-
ing, epic novel, “The Actor—A Novel.” He
was a broadcaster with RTE for over twenty
years! He now “is a retired college lecturer
from the Dublin Institute of Technology
and holds an MFA (in theatre arts) from the
University of Minnesota.” “He is the father
of two sons and lives in Malahide, County
Dublin, with his wife Julie”

Alice’s father and mother are Thomas
and Mariah Dalton. They both come from
wretchedly poor backgrounds. As a boy,
Thomas came to Dublin and swept the floor
in a barber shop. He developed a chain of
hairdressing salons in Dublin. He thanked
himself for this because “he knew that
through sheer hard work, personal drive,
and a natural talent he had created his
own work.”

However, both he and his wife have
almost no parenting skill or even empathy
for children, as this quote shows. Thomas
left the house to take his eight-year-old
son to the horse-drawn cab that would
take him to boarding school. The little boy
asks: “Aren’t you coming with me, Father?
Gasped the child.”

Thomas turned his back, and says, “No.
Your father has important work to do!”

About her mother, Alice asks herself:
“Why does she never embrace me or hug
me or kiss me? What did | ever do that was
so wrong?”

As a parent of two fine daughters, | know
the value of the Irish proverb: “Praise the
children and they will thrive.”

What does Alice look like? She “was a
skinny, quick-witted girl with a great mop
of tangled hair. She was adventurous,
light-hearted, and always ready to laugh,
smile and learn new things; she was also
opinionated and stubborn.”

In the garden, Thomas asked Alice: “Who
is your new friend? That’s Wendy Brin-
combe. Alice replied, “Oh, the Brincombes!

Thomas’s face
darkened.
They’re Prot-
estants aren’t
they?”

“l don’t
know. Is that

bad.”

“Not exactly, but don’t invite her into
the house again. Actually, I’d prefer if you
didn’t associate with her at all.”

Alice asked herself “why her father had
asked her not to play with Wendy Brin-
combe?”

“Wendy’s mother always walked Wendy

to dancing class and even though Wendy
wasn’t very good at dancing, she always
acted like she was. Alice wondered what
it would be like to have a mother like Wen-
dy’s: someone who would give you a hug
when you felt you needed one or someone
you could talk to and tell things to.”

About her own mother, Alice’s sister says:
“No one can talk to mother about anything
except herself and her imaginary illnesses.”

When Thomas and Mariah had married,
she was beautiful. In quick succession they
had four daughters and two sons. But now,
Mariah is depressed, reclusive, and drinks
heavily.

The book is rich in possible quotes. In
fact, | have ten pages of them to consider.

Alice is 21 years old and wants to marry
George Gilbert: he is handsome, Protes-
tant, and a hard worker. George invites
Alice to his mother’s 60th birthday party;
“Alice had never been to a party like it. It
was noisy, joyous, and filled with music.
The house was heaving with relatives: Mrs.
Gilbert’s aging aunts and uncles, her many
aunts and uncles, her many brothers and
sisters, and what seemed like hundreds of
cousins.”

Alice’s father objects to her marrying a

Protestant. Speaking to George he says: “I
allowed you to come into my house to tell
you to your face that | am resolved and
determined that my daughter will never
marry a bloody Protestant.”

George responds: “l admire your deter-
mination and resolve, Mr. Dalton, but let
me tell you, this bloody Protestant has just
as much determination and resolve as you
have, and Alice and | will marry.”

“I love your daughter and after we marry,
| intend to fill every moment of our time
together with joy, happiness, and love.”

At a show-down at the Dalton’s home:
Mariah and Thomas are there, as well as
the pastor, Canon Mulcahy. Mulcahy says:
“Young man, you may not be aware that
the Catholic Church has an aversion to mar-
riage between Catholics and Protestants.
Mixed marriages are greatly discouraged by
Mother Church and the Vatican. The canon
leaned back on the couch and gave an ec-
clesiastical smile that said he had explained
the situation fully and that no further
exploration of the topic was necessary.”

True to his work, George and Alice mar-
ried and lived a loving life together. And
they had three delightful and considerate
children.

A fitting close for this review is the au-
thor’s comment about life on the book’s
cover. “We don’t control our lives, but
neither does chance.”

An Irish
Immigrant Story

Earlier this year, Irish-American novelist
Jack Cashman published An Irish Immigrant
Story, a unique look at Irish immigration to
the United States. Chronicling the struggles
of an Irish immigrant family and Ireland’s
drive for independence, Mr. Cashman’s

novel is especially relevant in light of
today’s contentious immigration debate.

Johanna Cashman and John McCarthy,
along with over a million others, immi-
grated to America to escape a devastating
famine. They left behind family members
who faced starvation to come to a land
that would give them a new opportunity for
a good life. They were soon made aware
that they were not welcome in this new
land and that every day would present a
new struggle for survival. Johanna and
John got married, determined to raise a
family in their adopted country. In spite of
all the obstacles they encountered, includ-
ing John’s untimely death, the family grew
and found success. The second generation
used their success to lend assistance to the
country their parents were forced to leave
in Ireland’s drive for independence from its
oppressor. This historical novel brings the
reader through the story of a family that
overcomes adversity to thrive in America.
It details the movement in the country they
left to find its own independent place in
the world. Available at Amazon.com

Mr. Cashman is retired from a long career
in business and public service in Maine. He
is a long-time student of Irish history, and
both his father’s and mother’s ancestors
emigrated from Ireland to escape the
famine, settling in Salem, Massachusetts.

Notes on Jackson
and His Dead
Released in the US

By Hugh Fulham-McQuillan

Notes on Jackson and His Dead, has
just been released by Dalkey Archive in
the US.

In this collection of eighteen stories,
Hugh Fulham-McQuillan writes with the
playfulness and intelligence of such mas-
ters of the short form as Borges, Poe, and
Barthelme. He examines the aesthetics
of murder, the reigning fascination with
the macabre in popular culture, and
the tenuous line that separates art from
life. One narrator traces the Mobius strip
that encloses the assassination of Julius
Caesar, Shakespeare’s play Julius Caesar,
and the murder of Lincoln by a famous
actor in a theatre. Another undergoes
plastic surgery to accelerate the process
of his being possessed bu the ghost of the
Italian composer Gesualdo. A detective
ponders the interest he takes in investi-
gating murders. Fulham-McQuillan wears
his learning lightly and writes with the
tact of a born storyteller.

Hugh Fulham-McQuillan is an Irish
writer from Dublin. His fiction and essays
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have been published
in Ambit, gorse, The
Stinging Fly, the Irish
Times, Dalkey Archive
Press’s Best Europe-
an Fiction 2018, The
Lonely Crowd, and
The Honest Ulster-
man. He is working on
his PhD in psychology
at Trinity College.
Paperback, pages:
192 ISBN-13: 978-1-
62897-287-0 $17.95
dalkeyarchive.com

Fiona’s New Children’s Book

Our American Dream is written by Fiona McEn-
tee, an award-winning nationally recognized
immigration lawyer. As an immigrant, mom of two
young children, and lawyer who fights for justice
every day, Fiona wrote Our American Dream to
help explain the importance of a diverse and
welcoming America.

Our American Dream highlights different immi-
grant stories and is inspired by Fiona’s real-life

IRISH SESSIONS AT CLANCYS 103rd
John Williams sessions Tues, Wed,
Friday & Sat
Early learners session Wednesday

Book your holiday party
or catering now!

Get Lucky at Clancy’s! Clancy'’s is a family friendly Irish Pub with

great thin crust pizza, Corned beef, Pot

! roast, Fish & Chips, Shepherds Pie and of

course our famous Pot Roast Rolls and
Irish Spring Rolls. Please join us.

$5 Free Gaming Play OR $3 Off food order !

$10 Minimum Purchase, dine-in only

Limit one per person. Not valid with any other offer |

including $10 Mad Monday pizza special. Management 1
may revoke promotion at any time.

Must present original coupon. 1

Now Open!

Clancy’s 95th

Irish Neighborhood Tavern
Pub menu & Pints. 5763 W 95th St Oak Lawn

clients, family, and friends.

Our American Dream is the first in a series that
celebrates immigrants and immigration.

A portion of the proceeds from Our American
Dream will be donated to FWD.us | Stand With
Immigrants Initiative, and to the American Im-
migration Council.

Fiona McEntee is an award-winning, nationally
recognized immigration lawyer. She is the found-
ing and managing attorney of McEntee Law Group,

an immigration law firm
based in Chicago.
info@mcenteelaw.com

We use UPS to Ship
Around the World!

OPEN LUNCH
AND DINNER

Do you know someone or are you a

First-Time Home Buyer?
See if you qualify for up to $1 9 9 5 00 in home buyer assistance*.

Marquette Bank Affordable Housing Foundation
Downpayment Plus® Program

1%t Home Illinois Program

Member

FDIC

*Programs are based on eligibility requirements including: income, geographic and
other restrictions. Eligible buyers must qualify for each program separately.
All home financing subject to credit approval.

Up to $6,000 available for qualified buyers.
Up to $6,000 available for qualified buyers.

Up to $7,500 available for qualified buyers.

Learn more:
emarquettebank.com/WelcomeHome

MARQUETTE BANK

Love where You bank

1-888-254-9500

NMLS #462926 =z
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Burl lves

With a name like Burl Icle Ivanhoe Ives
it may seem surprising to many that his
name would be celebrated in an Irish music
archives. Like many genealogists know,
names often only reflect the paternal side
of a person. Burl Ives always gave credit
to his grandmother for giving him his start
as a singer. Both of his grandmothers were
Irish with his maternal grandmother being
an O’Flynn before marriage and his pater-
nal grandmother a White. Burl states that
“l am fortunate both carried with them,
and gave me as a little boy, many of the
beautiful songs which | know now are of
Irish derivation.”

Burl was born in Hunt, Illinois on June 14,
1909. He was the son of tenant farmers in
the “Bible Belt” of Illinois and was singing
publicly by the age of four. His grandmother
Kate White was one of his greatest influ-
ences during these early days. Burl would
stroll over to his grandmother’s house

after his grand-
father, Cyrus
White would go
into the fields to
work. Cyrus was
a God-fearing
man that didn’t
drink or smoke
and felt that
any singing should only be done in praise
of the Lord. But when Cyrus left the
house Kate would light up her pipe and
occasionally chew tobacco while she
taught Burl all the old folk songs she
knew and loved.

Burl was a quick study when it came to
music and soon he was singing at church
functions and community functions. He
went to school at Eastern Illinois State
Teachers College from 1927-29 before
leaving. He travelled throughout the
United States for the next two years
and learned many more folk songs. He
then went to Juilliard in New York where
he began singing professionally. He then
spent many years in Broadway productions
and was also a performer on the radio as a
soloist and as part of the popular folk group
“The Weavers.” His folk singing persona
during his radio and concert performances
was known as “The Wayfaring Stranger.”

During the 1950’s and 1960’s Burl ap-

peared regularly on TV and radio and toured
America promoting American folk music. He
was very successful in film and played the
role of Big Daddy in Tennessee Williams “Cat
On a Hot Tin Roof.” He won an Oscar for his
performance in the film, “The Big Country.”

Burl is also remembered every Christmas
as the narrator for the classic animation

film of “Rudolph, The Red-Nosed Reindeer.”

He toured Ireland in 1952 and 1953. Upon
returning from these tours he put together
an album of Irish Songs. During production
of this album Burl wanted to research more
Irish songs and found that there was very
few Irish folk songs published in the states
so he published his own book of Irish songs

in 1955.

In his Irish album “Songs of Ireland” he
states: Many of the songs | learned in my
boyhood were almost unchanged from
the originals, but it was not until | visited
Ireland that | felt them as part of the Irish
countryside and Irish life of the past and
present. Indeed, an Irish song in its home-

land is a thing of even greater beauty. ...

Whatever it is that makes the quality of

a land and the temperament of a people

was so akin to me that | recognized im-

mediately a home for my spirit.

In 1948 Burl recorded “Blue Tail Fly”
with the Andrews Sisters and it become
one of his signature songs. In 1962 he had
four more songs in the top forty, two of
them “A Little Bitty Tear,” and “Funny
Way of Laughing” entered the top ten. He
recorded into the 1970’s and in 1979 he
retired to his home in Washington State
where he died in 1995.

Burl Ives was on the front line of folk
music his entire life. He was a gentle

giant. His performances were spirited and
through his diverse talents he became one
of America’s best-loved entertainers. His
presence on the musical scene not only
served to sustain an awareness of neglected
American folk songs, but would contribute
to the resurgence of interest in folk music
that occurred in the early 1960’s.

“From Ireland to Chicagoland”

Hailingoriginallyfrom ArranmorelIsland,
off the Donegal coast, Caroleann has been
living and practicing law in Chicago for
over ten years now. Her practice has
been concentrated in representing labor
and unionworkers and their families, inall
types of personal injury and work related
accidents; including, construction site
accidents, automobile accidents and
premises liability claims. Her father and
three brothers all worked as tunnel miners
so she has a deep rooted affinity for the

working man and their families

140 S. Dearborn,Suite 1603,
Chicago, IL, 60603 312-543-4642

Caroleann Gallagher
312-543-4642
cgallagher@dwyercoogan.com

Growing up, Caroleann has directly
experienced the devastating impact on a
family when the primary breadwinner
suffers an injury. She recently joined
a nationally renowned law firm
concentrating in all types of personal
injury, medical malpractice, nursinghome
abuse and neglect, workers compensa-
tion law, and wrongful death litigation.
Caroleann is committed to protecting
and vindicating the rights of people who

are injured by the negligence of others

DWYER & COOGAN, P.C.
www.dwyercoogan.com
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December has arrived, and with
it comes five Christmas albums to
help you celebrate. Two, Christmas
Time in Ireland from Paddy Homan
and the Noble Call and Snowbound
by Michael Londra are part of live
performances you should make every
effort to attend.

The rich tenor voice of Paddy Homan,
great flute and whistle player Laurence
Nugent, the captivating singer David
Curley, bouzouki ace Mick Broderick, and
the bow master Brendan Bulger comprise
the band Noble Call titled after the well
known custom in Ireland of giving every-
one a chance to sing their song, play a
tune or tell a story. Christmas would be a
time when the ‘Noble Call’ would espe-
cially be given out as family, friends, and
strangers all were welcome to participate.
Their album includes a soon to be favorite
carol of our generation written by David
and Mick, “Christmas Time in Ireland.”
Uplifting, catchy, and from the heart, this
song tells the story of the joy and customs
of Christmas back home. What a gift they
have given us!

Paddy also performs a stunningly beau-
tiful melding of Patrick Kavanaugh’s “A
Christmas Childhood” and “The Wexford
Carol.” The combination of Paddy’s gift-

ed storytelling and singing will keep you
hitting repeat when playing the album.
David superbly sings “Holly Bears a Berry”
and “The Night Visiting Song,” and Larry’s
tunes add a rich traditional flavor. Mick’s
and Brendan’s playing physically carries
you through each song and tune. It is a
fascinating and superior collection of
Christmas songs and trad sets. The album
closes with a beautiful arrangement of
“The Kerry Christmas Carol.” The official
CD release is December 12th at Chief
O’Neill’s in Chicago. Go to the band
website for their other Midwest and San
Francisco appearances.

Michael Londra released his album at
the IAHC to a huge and very appreciative
audience Thanksgiving weekend. Michael
is truly one of our generation’s most well

follows. Teresa’s breathy
beguiling voice is per-
fect for the solemnity of

“Silent Night” and “The
By Maryann Christ Child’s Lullaby.”
McTeague Keifer It is evident much work

known crooners. His voice lifts and takes
you on the journeys of his songs, with
no better examples than those on Snow-
bound! Amixture of old favorites and new-
er compositions, this album is beautifully
presented and orchestrated. He doesn’t
mess with our most loved songs, deliv-
ering them with a beauty that makes us
fall in love with each all over again. “The
Christmas Song” couldn’t be done better.
“I’ll Be Home for Christmas” and “Have
Yourself a Merry Little Christmas” take you
into the holidays with a perfect feeling of
nostalgia. His Jazzy “Snowbound” and up-

lifting “Light of a Stable” give you newer
songs to add to your holiday playlist. The
gorgeous and energetic piano and guitar
instrumental “What Are You Doing New
Year’s Eve” will be a favorite.

Michael’s spellbinding voice is accom-
panied by some of the most beautiful
piano, guitar and bass playing | have ever
experienced. This is a sit by the fireplace
wrapped in a blanket with your favorite
drink and let the rest of the world pass you
by holiday album. It is a Christmas present
that you will well appreciate.

Another stunningly beautiful just re-
leased Christmas album that you must
treat yourself to is Outside Track’s CHRIST-
MAS STAR. | cannot keep from playing it-it
is that exceptional! Singer and flute player
Teresa Horgan, harpist Ailie Robertson, fid-
dler Mairi Rankin, and piano accordionist
Fiona Black are well known for their supe-
rior performing, arranging and composing.
We expect great from them, and they
have raised the bar with this album. You
will immediately enjoy the instrumental
lead ins for each carol. Entrancing and
alluring, they pull you into the song that

was put into the planning
of this album. Songs are well chosen,
interesting, and perfect for their sound.
Ailie’s harp is as close to having another

voice as an instrument could be. You will
be mesmerized by her fingers on the harp
strings. Mairi fluidity on her fiddle takes
you on a flight through the music. Fiona’s
accordion accompaniments and intro on
“Winter Jigs” are magnificent!

Their arrangement of “Carol of the
Bells” quietly teases you into the tune,

Seamus Egan Releases
First Solo Album in 23
Years - Early Bright

Atmospheric new album of instrumen-
tals taps into modern classical and Irish
tradition

For over twenty years, Philadelphia’s
Seamus Egan blazed a new trail for Irish
music in America. At the head of the
supergroup Solas, he
toured the world and
pushed the music in new
directions, incorporating
complex arrangements,
stunning virtuosity, and
elements of global and
Americana music. His
work defined Irish music
for multiple generations
and set a benchmark
that still hasn’t been matched. As a
composer, Egan put his stamp on film
soundtracks, symphonic collaborations,
and, most famously, co-wrote Sarah
McLachlan’s smash hit, “l Will Remem-
ber You.” But what happens when a
trailblazer needs to take a step back?
Egan found himself asking that question
when confronted with two major life
changes: his band Solas went on hiatus,

and then picks up to a hand clapping,
foot tapping close-how fun! The variety
of songs and tunes will keep you replaying
and enjoying this album throughout the
holidays. The ladies have aced this and
CHRISTMAS STAR is a must to have for
your collection!

I am running out of room here, and want
to mention two other albums. Andrew Finn
Magill is just releasing his Christmas Carols
for Violin and Guitar. He has put together a
collection of well known and loved carols
playing them with a solemn, yet light and
lovely touch. His arrangements perfectly
set the stage for a relaxing and quiet eve-
ning of music with a truly lovely “Silent
Night,” and very unusual and interesting
renditions of “Coventry Carol” and "Carol
of the Bells.” Andrew is a master of both
the fiddle and guitar, and you will well
enjoy this album!

Celtic Women’s The Magic of Christmas
is everything fans could want-a collection
of carols we love arranged and performed
with good orchestral background. If you
close your eyes, you’ll be able to see
them in their gowns on a sleigh in a snowy
Christmas scene.

My wish is for you to have a Happy
Christmas and the best of New Years-you
are special!

opening up more time for his own music

making, and he moved from his long-time

home in Philadelphia to rural Vermont.

“Both things coalesced not by design,”

Egan says, “but they came together at

the same time. | liked the symmetry of

it.” Holed up in his Vermont cabin, Egan

finally had time to go through tunes and

melodies he’d composed over the years.

Inspired by this time alone with his

music, he enlisted close

friends and collaborators

to make a new album

of entirely instrumental

music, Early Bright, to

be released January

17, 2020. Throughout,

the goal of Egan’s new

work was to reweave

the threads of the Irish

roots music he knows so

well with a more compositional perspec-

tive, drawing from classical influences

like Bach, Segovia, Icelandic composer

Johann Johannsson, and modern com-

posers like Meredith Monk and Philip

Glass. Early Bright marks Seamus Egan’s

first solo album in twenty-three years,

following on the heels of his ground-

breaking 1996 instrumental album When
Juniper Sleeps.
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Winter is upon us and so too is Christmas. Where has
the time gone? Why does it feel like time flies? Is it
because we are getting older that time seems to go so
much faster? Or, is it that because we are older, we know
exactly what we want and focus intensely on our goals

Art Exhibit at Notre Dame

Continued from page 10
strength, dignity, force of personality, fearlessness,”
says MacWeeney, who is now 80 years old.

MacWeeney also lent several of his Irish countryside
photos, including an endearing image of chickens
nestled inside an askew, broken-down, horse-drawn
hearse, aptly named “Hens in a Hearse.”

“I loved the fact that the beautiful hearse with the
etched glass windows was being used as a chicken
coop,” he says with delight. “It’s such a totally Irish
kind of thing to do.”

The exhibition closes with a host of contempo-
rary prints and paintings. Hughie O’Donoghue’s
“Revolution Cottage” is a bold green, white, and
orange oil-on-canvas that evokes a flag aglow over
smoldering embers and depicts 1916 revolutionary
Patrick Pearse’s lakeside cabin in Galway. Across the
room hangs John Doherty’s “Loitering at McCarthy’s
Garage,” a painting so realistic that it forces a double
take to ensure it’s not a photograph.

Snay explains that, when faced with the question
of putting a name to this diverse collection, she and
her colleagues asked themselves what it means to
be Irish.

“When you think about the Irish, they seem to be
happy, upbeat. They have a keen sense of humor and
a sharp wit,” she says. “On the other hand, there is
a history of oppression, famine, hardship. How do
they maintain this seemingly optimistic attitude in
the face of so many challenges?”

Appropriately, they looked no farther than Ireland’s
own words to capture that dualism, with a perfectly
picturesque line from playwright Oscar Wilde’s “Lady
Windermere’s Fan.”

“.. we are all in the gutter, but some of us are
looking at the stars.”

“Looking at the Stars,” which continues through
December 14, will bring joy and new insight to any-
one who wants to learn more about Irish visual arts.

The Snite Museum of Art is on the campus of the
University of Notre Dame in South Bend, Indiana.
sniteartmuseum.nd.edu

that we lose track of time? Once Thanksgiving passes,
it feels like it’s a race to the finish line to prepare for
Christmas. For me, Christmas is a very special time of
year. So many memories of my family and traditions come
to mind this time of year. Excitement builds, we hustle
and bustle to bake favorite recipes and follow traditions
handed down from my parents and | in turn try to pass
along these traditions to my children, all grown adults
now, who one day will pass them down to their children.

This time of year is also a very melancholy time of year
for our seniors. | can still see my own father sitting by
the window in his favorite chair, watching life go by as
the intensity for Christmas built. | would ask him “why
so sad dad” and he would answer “I’m just melancholy,
this time of year | reflect on my childhood memories, my
own family all grown up, my friends that have passed
away during the course of the last year and with the
Christmas music in the background it just brings it all to
the forefront and makes me a little sad”.

This time of year is challenging for our elderly. The cold
weather isolates them. Some may not have the ability to

get out or drive anymore and family mem-
bers may be far away, if they even exist at
all. | witnessed this very situation firsthand
this week with a 97-year-old who has family,
but they don’t visit and grandchildren he has
never met. | personally don’t understand this
atall, but I do know that there are different
dynamics to every family. The thought of
being home alone for Christmas is hard but
sadly the reality for so many of our seniors. Depression
is also on the rise this time of year with the feeling of
helplessness being so prevalent.

The real meaning of Christmas is giving - the giving
of ourselves and our time. The gift of time is precious!
Community is about those around us and those that
came before us. This Christmas make time for those in
your community that perhaps don’t have any relatives,
or relatives that simply don’t visit. Be neighborly and
reach out. Walk across the street and knock on their
door. Drop a hot meal off, or do a wellbeing check! You
may be surprised with the gift you receive in return, the
gift of a simple “thank you”. A gift that doesn’t need
wrapping but will make you feel warm and fuzzy on the
inside knowing that you made a difference ....... if even
just for a few minutes.

Aishling Dalton Kelly aishlingcare.com

I’ve learned that people will forget what you said,
people will forget what you did, but people will never
forget how you made them feel. Maya Anjelou

When Your Family
Has Suffered A Loss...

Our Family Can Help

9000 West 151st Street
Orland Park, Illinois 60462

Robert J. Sheehy & Sons is Family Owned and Operated.

Robert J. Sheehy & Sons has been a name
that is recognized... and trusted...
for their professional manner.

Think of them as a “second family”...
at a time when family assistance and reassurance
is so very important.

Robert J. Sheehy & Sons
Funeral Home
(708) 857-7878

4950 West 79th Street
Burbank, Illinois 60459
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BLAKE-LAMB

FUNERAL HOME

e

4727 W 103rd Street
Oak Lawn IL 60453
All Phones:
708-636-1193

\__ ‘Owned by SCl lllinois Services LLC" _/

UPCOMING 24
CONCERTS School

[ ]
4544 N. LINCOLN AVE. - 773.728.6000 Music

LUNASA

SAT, MARCH 21 5 & 8PM

MAURER HALL, 4544 N LINCOLN AVE

OR JOIN A CLASS IN 2020!

Irish Accompanist Guitar Styles Irish Step Dance
Irish Singing Fiddle 4: Irish Repertoire

Introduction to Irish Session Irish Ballad Singing

OLDTOWNSCHOOL.ORG .. Tdn
p!


https://www.dignitymemorial.com/funeral-homes/oak-lawn-il/blake-lamb-funeral-home/2573
mailto:mike%40corriganfs.com?subject=
mailto:garlandflowers%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:mcnultydancers%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.oldtownschool.org
http://www.sextoncompletecare.com
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View
From Ireland

By Maurice Fitzpatrick
y Maurice patric

The National Broadcaster?

RTE, Ireland’s national broadcaster for almost sixty
years, is facing bankruptcy unless the Irish government
bails it out. That the word bankrupt has scarcely featured
in the debate about the broadcaster’s woes is indicative
of the degree to which RTE believes it can rely on the
government to save it. RTE’s senior management, which
oversees an organisation that ran a deficit of 13 million
euro last year, seems to believe that, irrespective of how
dysfunctional its operation is, the government will always
shield it from itself. But what exactly can RTE now expect
from the Irish government? And can it survive this crisis?

The waves of tributes over the past month in response
to the death of Gay Byrne, RTE’s titular presenter of
yesteryear, demonstrated quite how central a role the
national broadcaster used to play in Irish public life.

Byrne, in particular, helped to modernise discussion at
the national broadcaster from the 1960s to 1990s.

The 21st century, however, heralded a new era in
broadcasting. The end of the first decade of this century
saw Ireland’s banking collapse, the most searing economic
crisis in decades and mass immigration from the country.
RTE remained considerably immured from these seismic
changes and that, in large part, is attributable to the
false financial security that the broadcaster has enjoyed.

RTE’s top 10 paid pres